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The Flesh Vs. The Spirit

The Gift Of Time

Whatever We Do

God can forgive whatever we do,

He is always there all the days through,
He will give us strength to hold our head high,
He can help us so much we cannot deny,
The power He can have in our life,

As He helps us with all the trouble and strife,
Whatever we do if we only turn to Him,
He can give such strength and peace within,
He forgave those who nailed Him to the cross,
His desire is that none would be lost,
Just get down on your knees and pray,
Ask Him into your heart to stay.

By Bertie |. Adams




What If | Wasn't Baptized?
Seven Questions Answered by Apostle Warren H. Randall Jr.
" Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38).

1. What happensif you have passed away and did not grow up in church to learn about God and needing to
be baptized for eternal life?

We, asfellow humans, want to give everyoneachancefor salvation. Thisespecially appliesto passed loved ones. |
have never met anyonewho doesn't believetheir grandmother either isor should bein heaven. Whileweknow the
dead areintheir gravesand not anyplace el se, the A postle Paul tellsus about the peoplein question. Rom. 1:18-20,
"For thewrath of God isreveaed from heaven against al ungodlinessand unrighteousnessof men, who hold thetruth
inunrighteousness; Becausethat which may beknown of Godismanifest inthem; for God hath shewed it unto them.
For theinvisiblethingsof him from the creation of theworld are clearly seen, being understood by thethingsthat are
made, even hiseternal power and Godhead; SO THAT THEY AREWITHOUT EXCUSE." In(2 Cor. 6:2) thelast
part of theverseweread'...behold, now isthe accepted time; behold, now istheday of salvation.”

2. Knew you should be baptized but never got around to it?

If oneknew to be baptized and chose not to, it seemslike another one of those'NO EXCUSE' situations. If wefollow
thewordsof theApostle Peter foundinActs 2: 38, hefirst saysto repent. Obvioudy, thisperson does not want to do
that and itisashamebecauseit is"the goodness of God (who) leadeth theeto repentance.” Seelast part of Rom. 2:4.
InMark 16:16 welearn." Hethat believeth and isbaptized shall be saved; but hethat believeth not shall bedamned.”
and lastly, Jameswritesin chapter 4:17, " Thereforeto him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, tohimitissin.”

3. Had a child pass away as an infant?

Thisquestion comesup all thetime and we haveto leave thisonewith God. He knew young people were going to
drownintheflood. Heknew innocent children were going to die at the hands of Herod when Jesuswasborn and He
knowswhat thefuture holds. That being said, we must believethe Lord when weread thefollowing, Is. 55:8-9, "For
my thoughtsare not your thoughts, neither areyour waysmy ways, saiththe LORD. For asthe heavensare higher than
theearth, so aremy wayshigher than your ways, and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.” Lastly, in Proverbs 3:5-6." Trust
intheLORD withal thineheart, and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy waysacknowledgehim, and he
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shdl direct thy paths.” Trustisamust.

4. When God returns will the unbaptized have a time to repent and be baptized then?

WhentheLord returnsat thewarring phaseit will beafter the 7 last plagues of much death and destruction. Thesaints
will ruleand reign athousand yearswith Jesusand al indicationsare that ateaching work (Is.2:2-3) would betaking
placeon the earth. (Revelation 5:8-10 and 20:6). For al practical purposes, akingdom would have an area, aKing,
subjectsand rules. However, we a so know that Satanisimprisoned for thosethousand yearsbut will beloosed when
they areexpired and shall go forth to deceivethe nations. (Revel ation 20:7-8). Being properly baptized isavery good
thing but itisredly just the beginning. Standing up to thetemptationsthat come onesway istherea test. Baptismisnot
mentioned in Revelation.

5. Will the baptized and unbaptized people all go thru the Seven Last Plagues together?

Beforel getintothemeat of thisanswer, | would liketo point out that what we preach and teachisthat moreisrequired
than just baptism. It startswith aproper baptism aswe mentioned in the previousanswer, but it doesn't end withit. It
isnecessary for achild of God to keep the commandments, keep thelaw of the clean and unclean, keep the Lord's
Supper andtithe. (Ask for our Doctrina Points)

Just because aperson is baptized doesn't mean they won't go through the 7 last plagues especially if they are not
keeping the aforementioned. However, it istruethe plagues, or asthey areknown, thewrath of God, isreserved for the
wicked. (Revelation 15:1, Colossians 3:5-6, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-9).

6. Will the innocent live thru the seven last plagues?

| believethe use of theword innocent isnot avery good choice. No oneisinnocent. I srael may beblind but certainly
not innocent. In Revelation 9:18 we aretold athird part of men arekilled andin verse 20 reads, "And therest of the
men whichwere not killed by these plaguesyet repented not of theworks of their hands, that they should not worship
devils, andidolsof gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: (21)
Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts." God'swrath
isreserved for thewicked or disobedient.

7. What do you do if thereis no church or pastor in your area to be baptized?

Whilebaptismisimportant, wewould al so want everyoneto know how seriousitis. In Luke 14:28-30 weread about
‘counting the cost' and it ishighly recommended that onetake that into consideration. Remember that Jesustalked
about ustaking up our crossand following Him and we a'so learnin the parable of the sower that the seed, theword
of thekingdom, doesnot awaysfall on good ground.

If, after due consideration onewantsto be baptized, contact usfor further discussion.

WAY STOTHANK GOD:
Expressing gratitude to God can be done in many ways, including prayer, worship, service, and sharing the Gospel. These acts
demonstrate arecognition of God'’s blessings and a desire to honor Him. Here’'s amore detailed look at ways to thank God:
Prayer and Praise:

Express gratitude through prayer, both formal and informal, acknowledging specific blessings and God's goodness.

Use music to express thankfulness and devotion.

Draw inspiration from sacred texts to express gratitude through song.
CANYOU THINK OFAWAY TOTHANK GOD?
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Many beliefsthat Christianstoday have are not ac-
cordingtotheBible, but arereally only the doctrines of
men. Giveninthisarticlearetwenty beliefs, or doctrines,
that are not based upon the Bible, but come about from
traditions set up by men.

1.) All lawsof God, including the Ten Command-
ments, have been nailed tothecrossof JesusChrist.
Whilea Christian cannot work hisor her way into God's
Kingdom by keeping the Ten Commandments, these
Commeandmentsmost definitely haveafunction, and there-
fore cannot have been taken awvay when Jesusdied upon
thecross. Thefirst function of the Ten Commandmentsis
to point out sin. TheA postle Paul wrotein Romans chap-
ter 3:20: "Therefore by the deeds of thelaw (Ten Com-
mandments) thereshall nofleshbejudtifiedinhissight: for
by thelaw istheknowledgeof sin." Inverse 31 hewrote:
"Do wethen makevoid thelaw through faith? God for-
bid: yea, weestablish thelaw." Andin Romans7:7 we
read: "What shal we say then?Isthelaw sin? God forbid.
Nay, | had not known sin, but by thelaw: for | had not
known lust, except thelaw had said, Thou shalt not covet.”
Another function of the Ten Commandmentsisto help
establish aperson'sfaith. The Apostle Jameswrotein
James2:17: "Even sofaith, if it hath not works, isdead,
beingdone.

2.) Wor ship, on the seventh-day Sabbath (Satur-
day), hasbeen transferred to Sunday. God only rested
on oneday of theweek (the seventh-day), and Heonly
blest and sanctified (set apart for aholy purpose) oneday
of theweek (the seventh-day) (Genesis2:1-3). Hedid
not rest upon the seventh-day because Hewastired, but
asan examplefor mankind to do the same. Jesussaid the
Sabbath wasmadefor man. (The Greek word for manis
anthropos which actually means mankind) (see Mark
2:27), and therefore Heisthe Lord of the sabbath, be-
causeHeistheonewho, with HisFather, created it (Mark
2:28; Colossians 1:16). The Sabbath was placed in the
Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:8-11), wasalso given
tothe Gentiles (Isaiah 56:1-7), waskept by Jesusasour
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example(Luke4:16), and it will bekeptinthenew heav-
ensand the new earth (Isaiah 66:22-24).

3.) Christians, when they die, go up to heaven.
Jesusplainly told Nicodemusin John 3:13: *And no man
hath ascended up to heaven, but hethat came down from
heaven, eventhe Son of manwhichisin heaven." Whena
persondies, hisor her body liesinthegraveuntil aresur-
rection, when asaved personreceiveseterna lifeand a
wicked personreceiveseterna death. Deathiscalled a
deepintheBible, to which one must be awakened out of
that sleep. Jesus said regarding Lazarusin John 11:11:
"Thesethingssaid he: and after that he saith unto them,
Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but | go, that | may awake
himout of deep.” The Patriarch Job said thisconcerning
desth: " So manlieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens
be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of
their deep” (Job 14:12). Inverse 14 hecontinues: "If a
mandie, shal heliveagain?all the daysof my appointed
timewill I wait, till my changecome.” Thewriter of He-
brewsteachesusthat al saintswill receivetheir promise
of eternd lifetogether. Concerning someof therighteous,
wefindin Hebrews 11:39-40: "And theseall, having ob-
tained agood report through faith, received not thepromise:
God having provided some better thing for us, that they
without us should not be made perfect.”

4.) Thewicked aretortured in an everlasting,
burning hell. Thewicked will be put into aburning hell
(gehenna), but its purpose is not to torture people for
eternity, but to totally annihilatethem. Psalm 37:20 reads:
"But thewicked shdl perish, and theenemiesof theLORD
shdl beasthefat of lambs: they shdl consume; into smoke
shdl they consumeaway.” |saiah 66:23-24 reads. "And it
shall cometo pass, that from one new moon to another,
and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh cometo
worship before me, saith the LORD. And they shall go
forth, and look upon the carcases of themen that have
transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, nei-
ther shall their fire be quenched; and they shall bean ab-
horring unto all flesh." Malachi 4:1-3informsus. "For,
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behold, the day cometh, that shal burnasan oven; andal
theproud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble:
andtheday that cometh shal burnthemup, saiththe LORD
of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.
But unto you that fear my nameshdl the Sun of righteous-
nessarisewith healingin hiswings, and yeshdl goforth,
and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread
downthewicked; for they shall be ashesunder the soles
of your feet intheday that | shall dothis, saiththe LORD
of hosts." Jesussaid plainly in Matthew 10:28: "And fear
not themwhich kill the body, but arenot abletokill the
soul: but rather fear himwhichisableto destroy both soul
and body inhell."

5) Thebelief inaTrinity. The Bibleteachesthat the
Father isthe only inherent God. Weread in | saiah 45:6:
"That they may know fromtherising of thesun, and from
thewest, that thereisnonebesideme. | anthe LORD,
andthereisnoneelse.” Jesus, when Hewas praying His
prayer of intercession, saidinJohn 17:3: "Andthisislife
eternd, that they might know theethe only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” After Jesuswasres-
urrected from the dead He told Mary Magdaleneto tell
the other disciplesthat Hewas going back to His Father
and HisGod (John 20:17). Jesus said Hewasgiven all
power in heaven and in earth (M atthew 28:18). So the
Father istheoneand only true God. EventheHoly Spirit
isnot aseparate God in aTrinity. If that was the case,
thentheHoly Spirit would be Jesus Father. Luke 1:35
tellsuswhen the angel spoketo Mary: "And theangel
answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shdl overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shal beborn of
thee shall be called the Son of God." TheHoly Spiritis
called "the power of theHighest". Only the Father isthe
"Highest".

6.) TheL ord'sSupper can betaken anytime. The
Lord's Supper istied up with thetiming of the Passover
service, whichwasamemoria, and wasdoneonly once
ayear (see Exodus12:1-6; Exodus 13:9-10.) Jesusingti-
tuted the Lord's Supper on the evening of the Passover
(Matthew 26:26-29). When He died upon the cross, He
became our Passover (I Corinthians5:7-8). TheApostle
Paul givesusthetimewhenthe Lord's Supper should be
taken. | Corinthians 11:23-25: "For | have received of
theLord that which also | delivered unto you, That the
L ord Jesusthe samenight inwhich hewas betrayed took
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bread: And when he had given thanks, he brakeit, and
said, Take, eat: thisismy body, whichisbroken for you:
thisdo in remembrance of me. After the same manner
also hetook the cup, when he had supped, saying, This
cupisthenew testament in my blood: thisdoye, asoft as
yedrink it,inremembranceof me." Theword"oft" inthe
Greek means"when" you do this. It isn't asoft asmen
would liketodoit, but asoft asthe Lord directsusto do
it.

Thefootwashing isalso apart of the Lord's Supper
Service, and should be done before the emblems of the
unleavened bread and the grape juice are taken. Jesus
saidin John 13:14-15: "If | then, your Lord and Master,
havewashed your feet; yed so ought towash oneanother's
feet. For | have given you an example, that ye should do
as| havedonetoyou.”

7.) Pagan holidays, such as Christmasand Eas-
ter, arealright toobserve. Actudly, the Lord condemns
thekeeping of pagan holidayssuch asChrismasand Eas-
ter. In Jeremiah 10:2-5weread: "Thussaiththe LORD,
Learn not theway of the heathen, and be not dismayed at
thesignsof heaven; for theheathen aredismayed at them.
For the customs of the peoplearevain: for onecuttetha
treeout of theforest, thework of the hands of thework-
man, withtheax. They deck it withsilver andwith gold;
they fastenit with nailsand with hammers, that it move
not. They areupright asthepalmtree, but speak not: they
must needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not
afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither dsoisitin
themtodogood.” Although thiswassometimebeforethe
Christmastree, it was eventually incorporated into the
vain customsof the heathen.

Asconcerning Easter, we havethe counsel of theLord
concerning this pagan cel ebration aswell. Deuteronomy
12:2-3ingructsus. "Yeshdl utterly destroy al the places,
wherein the nationswhich ye shall possess served their
gods, uponthehills, and under every greentree: Andye
shdl overthrow their dtars, and bregk their pillars, and ye
shall hew down thegravenimagesof their gods, and de-
stroy the names of them out of that place.” When Easter
is celebrated, one of the names of a pagan goddessis
preserved. That nameisEostre, apagan goddess of Brit-
ainand probably of ancient Europeaswell, butitispro-
nounced the sameway as Easter. Thisnameisderived
fromAstarteand I shtar, and iseven adescendant from
theAshtaroth that the I sraglitesworshipped. Judges2:13
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tellsusregarding theancient Israglites. " And they forsook
the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.” Baal wor-
ship, having to dowith sunworship, istiedinwith Christ-
mas cel ebration, and theworship of Ashtarothistied up
with Easter celebration.

8.) Jesuswascrucified on Good Friday, and was
resurrected on Easter Sunday mor ning. Jesustold the
scribes and Phariseesthetimethat Hewould bein the
graveafter Hiscrucifixion. When these scribesand Phari-
seesasked Jesusfor asign, Hereplied: "But heanswered
and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation
seeketh after asign; and thereshall no sign begiventoit,
but the sign of the prophet Jonas: For as Jonaswasthree
daysand threenightsinthewhaesbelly; soshal theSon
of man bethree daysand three nightsin the heart of the
earth.” Count them: aperson can count threedaysfroma
Friday crucifixion to aSunday morning resurrection, but
one cannot count threenightsout of thesametime. There-
fore, thistimeperiodisin error. Jesushad to have been
crucified on aWednesday evening, placedinthegrave
before sunset, and then three daysand three nights|ater
(72 hours), He would have been resurrected Sabbath
evening before sunset. When the disciplescameto His
grave on Sunday morning, Hewasaready gone.

9.) It is believed that Jesus cleansed unclean
meats, such as pork, and thereforeit isalright to
eat these unclean meatstoday. Jesus never cleansed
uncleanmeats Gadians4:4telsus "But whenthefulness
of thetimewas come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under thelaw." Since Jesuswas made un-
der thelaw, Hewasunder it dl Hislife, and wouldn't have
changed any part of it. Therefore, He wouldn't have
changed thelaw of the clean and unclean meats. Theis-
sue at hand with the scribes and Phariseeswho cameto
Jesusin Matthew 15:1-20 was not about cleansing un-
clean meats, but it was about washing of hands before
edting. Thefirst mention of clean and unclean animasisin
Genesis 7:2,8, where God tells Noah about the animal's
going intotheark. Thiswas centuriesbeforethereeven
wasthe Levitical Priesthood, indicating that thedivision
of meatswas under the M el chisedek Priesthood, which
we are under today (see Genesis 14:18; Hebrews 7:1-
11). Nowherein the Bible hasthelaw of the clean and
unclean meats been changed. Isaiah 66:15-17 isadire
warning that when the Lord returns, many of those till
"egting swine'sflesh, and theabomination, and themouse,”
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will bedestroyed.

10.) Tithing went out with the Old Testament, and
weareonly togivegenerously, today. Jesusendorsed
tithing. Weread in Matthew 23:23: "Woeunto you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier mat-
tersof thelaw, judgment, mercy, and faith: theseought ye
to have done, and not to |eave the other undone.” He-
brews7:8 also endorsestithing: "And heremen that die
receivetithes; but there hereceiveth them, of whomitis
witnessed that heliveth.”

11.) Baptism can bedoneany way, by immer sion
or by sprinkling, or any other way. The Bible says
thereisonly one baptism (see Ephesians4:4-6) anditis
theway that Jesuswas baptized in the Jordan River by
John the Baptist. Matthew 3:16 says: "And Jesus, when
he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:
and, |o, the heavenswere opened unto him, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending likeadove, and lighting upon
him:". Jesus going up straightway out of thewater indi-
catesthat Hewasfully inthewater and wasimmersedin
it by John. Next, the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus as
well. Thisishow thedisciplesof Jesusbaptized, and were
baptized, inthe book of Acts. Acts8:14-17 tellsusthat
after the discipleswere baptized in Jesus name, hands
werelaid uponthemtoreceivetheHoly Spirit. Acts 19:1-
6 tellsusthe samething: the discipleswere baptizedin
Jesus name, and then had handslaid upon themto re-
ceivetheHoly Spirit.

12.) A church can haveany nameput uponit. The
Bibleteachesusin Ephesians 3:14-15, wheretheApostle
Paul wrote: "For thiscause | bow my kneesunto the Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whomthewholefamily
inheavenand earthisnamed,”. We are designated, there-
fore, asGod's Church, being onefamily which consists of
theinhabitants of heaven and the saved upon earth. When
Paul penned hislettersto thevarious churches, hedid so
by addressing them as unto the Church of God (see
Corinthians1:2; 11 Corinthians 1:1; etc.) AsGod's people,
we need to be known asthe Church of God.

13.) Many Christians believe that man has an
immortal soul. Whenthe Lord created man, then man
becamealiving soul (Genesis2:7), but hedoesnot have
animmortal soul. In Ezekidl 18:20theversereads, "The
soul that Sinneth, it shdl die...." Therefore, asoul candie.
First Timothy 6:14-16 tellsusthat only God the Father
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hasimmortality. Thisisinherentimmortality. The Father
will giveimmortality to those gaining eternal life (seel
Corinthians 15:53-54).

14.) Most Christiansbelievethat their church can
begoverned any way they wish, even beingled by a
Presdent, etc. However, the Biblegivestheplainteaching
that the Church of God isto be governed by Apostolic
government. Ephesians 4:11-13 reads. "And he gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evange-
lists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting
of thesaints, for thework of theministry, for theedifying
of thebody of Christ: Till weall comeintheunity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the tature of thefulness
of Christ:". Sincetherearestill evangelists, pastorsand
teachersinthe body of Christ today, there must still be
apostlesand prophetsin the body becausethese minis-
triesall must work together to perfect the saints, for the
edifying of Christ'sbody, to help everyonecomeintothe
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to be aperfect man, unto the stature of thefulness
of Chrigt, to help everyoneto grow inthefaith, and be
settledin Bibledoctrine.

15.) It is believed that making important deci-
sionsin thechurch should bedoneby majority vote.
Some decisionsin the church should be done by mgjority
vote such aswhat color carpet isto beinthechurch. But
the very important decisions, such aswho isto be an
Apostle of the church, must be done by the biblical 1ot
system. For instance, after prayer and fasting, slips of
paper shoud be placed in acontainer with the names of
various candidatesfor A postle written on the pieces of
paper. At least one dlip of paper should beleft blank in
case noneof the candidatesarethe L ord'schoice. Then,
onedip of paper should be drawn out of the container to
determinethe Lord'schoiceinthematter. Proverbs 16:33
tellsus: "Thelotiscast into thelap; but thewhol e dispos-
ing thereof isof theLORD." Andin Proverbs18:18 we
find: "Thelot causeth contentionsto cease, and parteth
between the mighty." When Judas | scariot was replaced
asoneof theoriginal 12 Apostles, thedisciplesused the
lot system to choose Matthiasto replace him (seeActs
1:15-26).

16.) The home of the saved isin heaven. While
weknow that Jesus said in John 14:1-3 that Hewas go-
ingto prepareaplacefor us, thereisasequenceof events
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that must first take place. We believe and teach the Jesus
return will bein 2 parts, the reaping phase and the war-
ring phase. In the reaping phasethe saintswill beresur-
rected to the seaof glass. Rev. 15:1-4, andthenthe 7 last
plaguesare poured out. Rev. 15:5-8. After that Jesusis
returning with saintsinthewarring phase. Rev. 19:11-16
sothat thesaintscanruleand reign with Christ 1000 years
ontheearth. Rev. 20:6, Rev.5:9-10

17.) SomeChristiansbelievethat westill need to
keep thelaw of M oses. Thelaw of Moseswas nailed
to the cross, not the Law of God, the Ten Command-
ments. InActschapter 15 acouncil washeldin Jerusalem
about thisvery issue of keeping thelaw of Moses. "But
thererose up certain of the sect of the Phariseeswhich
believed, saying, That it wasneedful to circumcisethem,
and to command them to keep thelaw of Moses.” The
result of that meeting issummed up inverse 24. "Foras-
much aswe have heard, that certain which went out from
ushavetroubled you with words, subverting your souls,
saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to
whom we gave no such commandment:". The law of
Mosesissaid to bealaw of commandmentscontainedin
ordinances. Thiswasnailed to Jesus cross. Ephesians
2:15reads. "Having abolished in hisfleshtheenmity, even
thelaw of commandments contained in ordinances; for to
meakein himsdlf of twain onenew man, somaking pesce;”.
Colossans2:14 says. "Bl otting out the handwriting of or-
dinancesthat was against us, which was contrary to us,
andtook it out of theway, nallingittohiscross;". Thelaw
of Moseswasabout circumcision, animal sacrifices, cer-
tain feast days, and tabernacl e/temple worship. When
Jesusdied uponthecrossHefulfilled thelaw of Moses.

18.) The Sea of Glassisnot under stood by many
Chrigtians. Theseaof glassisjust another description of
God's city, the New Jerusalem. It appearsto be glass
becauseit istransparent like glass. However, thecity is
made of puregold whichistransparent likeglass. Rev-
elation 15:2tellsus: "And | saw asit wereaseaof glass
mingled with fire: and them that had gotten thevictory
over the beast, and over hisimage, and over hismark,
and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of
glass, havingtheharpsof God." Revelation 21:16,18 reed:
"Andthecity lieth foursquare...And the building of the
wall of it wasof jasper: and thecity waspuregold, like
unto clear glass."

19.) Most Christiansbelievein a secret rapture,
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when they think that suddenly, amassof Christians
will begone, and thoseleft behind havenoideawhat
Isgoing on. However, therewill be nothing secret about
therapture of theliving saintswhen Christ returns, ac-
companied by thefirst resurrection. First Thessalonians
4:16-17 informsus: "For the Lord himself shall descend
from heavenwith ashout, with thevoiceof thearchangd,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall
risefirst: Thenwewhich arealive and remain shall be
caught up together with themin the clouds, to meet the
Lordintheair: and so shall weever bewiththeLord."
Second Peter 3:10 reads: "But the day of the Lord will
comeasathief inthenight; inthewhichtheheavensshal
passaway with agreat noise, and theelementsshall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also and theworksthat are
therein shall beburned up.”

20.) Many Christians believe that one can get a
divor cefor any reason, and then marry another per-
son. Jesusgivesonly onereasonfor getting adivorceand
then getting remarried. Matthew 19:9 explainsthat Situa-
tion: "And | say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his
wife, except it befor fornication, and shal marry another,
committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her which
isput away doth commit adultery.” Fornication, accord-
ingtothisverse, meansany sexua sin committed.

WAYSTO THANK GOD continued from page4

Service and Obedience:

Strive to live according to religious
teachings and principles, demonstrating
obedience as an act of thankfulness.

Offer acts of service, charity, and
volunteer work, mirroring God’slove and
compassion.

Spread the message of faith and hope to
others, demonstrating thankfulness for
the blessings of salvation.

Contribute financially or materially to
your Church.
continued on page 11
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The flesh versus the Spirit
The Christian's Hope - Romans 8
reprinted by O.D. Grimm

"Thereistherefore now no condemnation to themwhich
arein Christ Jesus, who walk not after theflesh, but after
the Spirit. For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus
hath made me (us) freefromthelaw of sinand death. For
what thelaw could not do, inthat it waswesk throughthe
flesh, God sending hisown Soninthelikeness of sinful
flesh, andfor sin, condemned sinintheflesh: that therigh-
teousnessof thelaw might befulfilledin us, whowalk not
after theflesh, but after the Spirit. For they that are after
theflesh do mind thethingsof theflesh; but they that are
after the Spirit thethingsof the Spirit" (Romans8:1-5).
"Thisl say then, Walk inthe Spirit, and yeshall not fulfill
thelust of theflesh....Now theworksof theflesh aremani-
fest, which arethese; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, Idolatry, witcheraft, hatred, variance, emu-
lations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envying, mur-
ders, drunkenness, revellings, and suchlike: of thewhich
| tell you before, asl haveasotold youintime past, that
they which do such thingsshdl not inherit thekingdom of
God" (Galatians5:16-21).

"But thefruit of the Spiritislove, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance:
against such thereisno law. And they that are Christ's
havecrucified thefleshwiththeaffectionsand lugts. If we
liveinthe Spirit, let usalsowalk inthe Spirit" (Galatians
5:22-25).

"For to be carnally minded isdeath; but to be spiritually
minded islifeand peace. Becausethe carnd mindisen-
mity against God: for itisnot subject tothelaw of God,
neither indeed can be. So, then they that areintheflesh
cannot please God. But yearenot intheflesh, but inthe
Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God dwell inyou. Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, heisnoneof His.
Andif Christ beinyou, thebody isdead because of sin;
but the Spirit islife because of righteousness. But if the
Spirit of him that raised up Jesusfrom the dead dwell in
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quickenyour mortal bodiesby hisSpirit that dwellethin
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you.Therefore, brethren we are debtors, not to theflesh,
toliveafter theflesh. For if yeliveafter theflesh, yeshdll
die: butif yethrough the Spirit do mortify (subdue) the
deedsof the body, yeshadl live. For asmany asareled by
the Spirit of God, they arethe sonsof God. For yehave
not received the spirit of bondage againto fear; but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby wecry,
Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith our
sprit, that we arethe children of God: And if children,
then heirs; heirsof God, and joint heirswith Christ; if so
bethat we suffer with him, that we may bealso glorified
together. For | reckon that the sufferings of this present
timearenot worthy to be compared withtheglory which
shall berevealedin us. For the earnest expectation of the
cresturewaiteth for the manifestation of the sonsof God.
For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly,
but by reason of him who hath subjected the samein hope,
Becausethe creatureitself also shall bedelivered from
thebondage of corruption into thegloriousliberty of the
children of God. For we know that the whol e creation
groaneth and travailethin paintogether until now. And not
only they, but ourselvesa so, which havethefirstfruits of
the Spirit, even weoursavesgroan within oursel ves, wait-
ing for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our bodly.
For we are saved by hope: but hopethat isseenisnot
hope: for what aman seeth, why doth heyet hopefor?
But if we hopefor that we see not, then do we with pa-
tiencewait for it. Likewise, the Spirit al so hel peth our
infirmities; for weknow not what we should pray for as
weought: but the Spirit itself makethintercessionfor us
with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that
searcheththe heartsknoweth what isthemind of the Spirit,
because he maketh intercession for the saintsaccording
tothewill of God, to themwho arethe called according
toHispurpose’ (Romans8:6-28).

"The Spiritandthebridesay COME" (Reveation 22:17).
Hereisthecluetothe"what of verse6.

The Spirit filled Body is"thesdt of theearth," apreserva
tiveinfluence (Matthew 5:13) and completecorruptionis
impossblewhileit remainsonearth. Itisasothe"Light of
theworld" (Matthew 5:14) and compl ete darkness (Joel
2:2) will not comewhileitsministry isbeing exercised.
Whenthe Spirit "stepsaside” Hisinstrumentinthisdis-
pensation will disgppear with Himand during the Tribula-
tionthe Holy Spirit hasto do with the departure of the
Churchintherapture. Thevery wordfor "rapture” (catch-
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ing up) isfound in Acts 8:39 in connection with themi-
raculousdisappearance of Philip. "The Spirit of theLord
caught Philipaway." Inthe Old Testament dsowehavea
rapture. of Elijah, wereadin |l Kings2:16 - "the Spirit of
the Lord hath taken him up." We believethat theliving
and resurrected saintswill belifted up to meet thecoming
Bridegroom, by the power of theHoly Spirit.

Thisisthewithdrawing of Christ'sambassadorsand there-
fore adeclaration of war on the godless world - clear
proof that the Body of Christ will not bein the scene
when the period of wrath getsunder way.
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THE GIFT OF TIME & oaidroe
T

We know our timeon earthisalimited gift from God.
James4:14 remindsus. “Whereasyeknow not what shdl
be on the morrow. For what isyour life? Itisevena
vapour, that appeareth for alittletime, and then vanisheth
away.”

Since time is limited, time is precious and not to be
squandered. TheBibletellsusto bedeliberatein how
weuseit. “ Soteach usto number our days, that we may
apply our heartsuntowisdom” (Psalms90:12). Weare
reminded to seek and apply divinewisdom for the best
way to livethroughout each day. King David'sprayer to
Godwas. “ Teach meto do thy will; for thou art my God:
thy spirit is good; lead meinto theland of uprightness’
(Psalm 143:10).

Ourtime, likedl times, isin God'shand (SeePsdm 31:15).
Thisiswhat it meanstoliveby faithinrelationtotime.

Observations: (Source: Article by Jon Bloom 8/8/21 “My
TimesAreinYour Hand” www.desiringgod.org)

WAYSTO
THANK GOD

continued from page 9

LivingaLifeof Gratitude:

God-timemovesat different speedsthan ours.
Godworksall things, at al times, inal places, in
al dimensions, after the counsel of Hiswill to
accomplishall Hispurposes.

% God hasapurposeful timefor everything (See
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8), and He makes everything
beautiful initstime.

* However God chooses to use our times, it's
criticaly important that welearntotrust Histiming
over the relative and unreliable earthbound
perspectivethat shapesour expectations.

In closing, the knowledge of atimeless, eternal God
increasesour lovefor Him. Wefind great comfort knowing
that Heiswith usright now inour limited gift of time. We
can approach God with humbleconfidence. SinceHeis
awayswith us, wecan offer praises, commune, and pray
to Himfor our needsand Hismercies.

- =
" F

Cultivate a habit of recognizing and appreciating God's presence and blessings throughout the day.

Reflect on past experiences and acknowledge God's guidance and provision.

Appreciate the beauty and wonder of the natural world as a testament to God’s power.

Find happiness in God's gifts and express gratitude for the blessings of life.

Dedicate yourself to God's service through your actions and efforts.

Thank you to Denise Gonzalez of Pico Rivera, Californiafor her picture to the left of one of God's beautiful works of nature.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
THETEN COMMANDMENTS

Scripture Reading: Exodus20:1-26.
Golden Text: Exodus20:2.

"I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee
out of theland of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”

1. What words did God speak to the children of Israel ?
Exodus 20:3-7. If you do not already know these Ten
Commandmentsby heart, let usdl try tomemorizethem.

2. What did the peopl e see on the mount after this, and
what did they do? Exodus 20:18.

3. Werethe peopleafraid?What did they say to Moses,
and what was hisreply to them? Exodus 20:19-20.

4. Where did the people stand, and where did M oses
stand? Exodus 20:21.

5. What did the L ord tell Moses, and what werethey to
make? Exodus 20:22-26. Were the children of Israel
promised ablessing of obeying God inthisrequest?

NOTE: In Chapters 21-31 of Exodus, the children of
Israel aregiven additional lawsand ordinancesthat they
areto keep.

6. What did God giveto M oseswhen Hefinished talking
tohimon Mt. Sinai? Exodus 31:18.

NOTE: TheTen Commandmentswerewritten onthese
two stones.

7. Areweto keep the Ten Commandments still today?
Ecclesiastes 12:13; Revelation 22:14.

NOTE: Thedarknessof the night cannot extinguishthe
smalestcandle.
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LESSON |1
THE GOLDEN CALF

Scripture Reading: Exodus 32:1-16.
Golden Text: Exodus32:7.

"And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down;
for thy people, which thou broughtest out of theland of
Egypt, have corrupted themselves.”

NOTE: Mosesisdtill talking to and receiving instruction
from God. Hewasdelaying in coming back downtothe
people. Let usseewhat thechildren of I srael have done
whileMoseswasta king with God.

1. What did the people ask Aaron to do for them? Exo-
dus32:1.

2. DidAaronlisten tothem?What did he ask thewomen
and daughtersto do? Exodus 32:2.

3. What did Aaron do with the gol den earrings? Exodus
32:3-4.

4. WhenAaron had finished thedtar, what did the people
do?Exodus 32:5-6.

5. How did the L ord instruct M oseswhen He saw what
thechildren of Israel were doing? Exodus 32:7-9.

6. Wasthe Lord angry with them? Exodus 32:10.

7. How did M oses plead with God to be merciful unto
them?Exodus 32:11-13.

8. DidtheL ord repent of theevil which hethought to do
unto them? Exodus 32:14.

9. What did M oses havewith himwhen hecame down

from the mount?Were thesewritings of God or Moses?
Exodus32:15-16.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON I11
MOSESBREAKSTHETABLES

Scripture Reading: Exodus32:17-35.
Golden Text: Exodus32:19 (last part).

"......and Moses anger waxed hot, and he cast the
tablesout of hishands, and brakethem benegth themount.”

NOTE: WhileMoseswasinthemount talking with God,
thechildren of Israel had Aaron to makethem agolden
calf and worshipped it. Now let us study to see what
happensto them for disobeying God.

1. When Moses came nigh unto the camp, what did he
doasaresult of hisanger? Exodus 32:19.

2. What did Moses do with the calf? Exodus 32:20.

3. When Moses asked Aaron why he had done this,
what wasAaron's excuse? Exodus 32:21-24.

4. Moses stood inthe gate of the camp. What question
did heask the people?Who gathered unto him? Exodus
32:26.

5. What werethechildren of Levi instructed to do to the
people? How many were dain that day? Exodus 32:27-
28.

6. Why was Moses going back unto the Lord the next
day? Exodus 32:30.

7. When Moses returned unto God, did he plead for
Godtoforgivetheir sins? Exodus 32:31-32.

8. Didthe Lord forgive them? Where was Moses in-
structed to |ead the people? Exodus 32:33-34.

9. What did the Lord do to the people because they
madethe calf? Exodus 32:35.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH
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LESSON IV
GOD TALKSWITH MOSES

Scripture Reading: Exodus 33:1-11.
Golden Text: Exodus 33:11 (first part).

"Andthe LORD spake unto Mosesface, tofaceasa
man speaketh unto hisfriend.”

1. What doestheLord tell Mosesto doin Exodus33:1?

2. What wasthe Lord going to do before M osesand the
|sraelites? Exodus 33:2-3.

3. Were the people happy when they heard what the
L ord said about them? Exodus 33:4.

4. What did the Lord then tell Moses to say unto the
children of Isragl, and did they obey him? Exodus 33:5-
6.

5. Where did Moses put the tabernacle? What did he
call thetabernacle? Exodus 33:7.

6. What did the people do when Moseswent out unto
thetabernacle? Exodus 33:8.

7. What stood at the door of the tabernacle as M oses
entered? Exodus 33:9.

8. Did the peopleworship the Lord when they saw the
cloudy pillar at the door? Did the Lord speak to Moses
at thistime? Exodus 33:10-11.
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The Children's Page

Story

In the mountains that rise beyond the campus and
buildingsof the University of Colorado at Boulder, there
wasonceatownwith theodd nameof Oradelfen. During
the gold boom, many pioneersfrom the East settled in
Oradelfenintheir search for wealth lying hiddeninthe
ground. Some came outdoors and went homerich, for
there were gold strikes at the Poor Man Mine and the
GolcondaMine.

But for the few who found gold, there were many
who found nothing but sorrow and misery, likethewidow
weshall call Hattie Jones.

Larkin Jones, her husband, had beenkilledinapower
blast, and thewifeleft with two small children, no money
and poor hedth. Shesupported herself by takinginwashing
for thewivesof prospectorsand miners. But therewere
long periodswhen shewastooill towork, and then Hattie
Joneswould have no money to pay therent for theram-
shacklelog cabin, or to buy food and firewood.

Inthemidst of dl tribulations, however, Hattie Jones
remained the staunchest Christianin Oradelfen. Hungry
or cold or facing eviction, shewasnever knownto falter
in her faith. And thisconfidencein Providence shemain-
tained in spite of constant ridiculefromaneighbor caled
Bart Atkins.

Bart wasthetown atheist and quite proud of hishea
thenism. On every possible occasion, hewould start a
religiousargument, and he proceeded to take apersistent
pleasurein pointing out to Hattie Jonesthat the God she
prayed to seemed quite unconcerned about her distress.
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"Doyou expect HE'sgoing to perform amiraclejust
for you?' Bart would taunt thewidow.

"Yes, | do," shetold him. "He can soften the hardest
hearts"

It waslate autumn then, and the family needed fire-
wood, but Hattie had no money withwhichto buy it, and
everybody intownwastoo busy digging for goldto chop
downtreesfor thewidow. Onefreezing morning sheknelt
downwith her two children and prayed long and fervently
for God to help her by sending somefirewood.

Just outsidethe cabinwindow Bart Atlkinsstood lis-
tening.

"It'sjust astinking shame," he uttered. " That trusting
fool woman refusesto learn anything from experience.
On her kneestherenow prayingtoempty air, that'sall. I'll
show her. "He started off down theroad with grim deter-
mination on hisface. But acuriousneighbor stopped him.

"Whereyou headed for, Bart?"

"I'm going to proveto Hattie Jonesonce and for all
thereain't no God," snapped the unbeliever. "Hewon't
answer her prayer. Hewon't send her no firewood. So,
I'm getting her thefirewood myself!"

Of course, there are always different views about
these matters. Somewould argueit wasonly acoinci-
dence, but for therest of her lifeHattie Jonesing sted that
God softened Bart Atkins heart that morning, and she
thought that was agreater miraclethan shehad dared to
pray for. And sheused to add: "I'm thankful for thewood,
too!"

That Bart did chop thewood for Hattie Jonesishis-
tory.

The story comesfrom Helen Worden whose mother
wasalittlegirl whenit al happened inthe now vanished
town of Oradelfen, Colorado.

Answer to Trees of the Bible on page 15
Down:

2.evil 3.pay 4milk 5.my 6.rain 7.every
8.prune 10.early 11.covet 12.die 13.of
15.Abel 16.make 17.you 18.advice 22.at
Across:

l.tree 3.palm 5.myrtle 9.mulberry 11.ce-
dar 14.leaf 19.mustard 20.olive 21.fir
23.rest
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The Children's Page Games and Puzzles

TREES OF THE BIBLE Answers found on pagel4

BIBLE PUZZLE r B

DOWN

2." Tree of knowledge of good and " (Genesis
2:17).

3." 1 will thee all" (Matthew 18:26). b 7]
" Hills shall flow with " (Joel 3:18).
" With disciples’ (Luke 22:11).
"The descended” (Matthew 7:25).
"Unto good work™ (Il Timothy 2:21). (]
." Thou shalt thyvineyard" (Leviticus25:3).
10. " Shall seek me " (Proverbs 1:28).

11. " And they fields" (Micah 2:2).

12. " Ye shall not eat of it, lest ye " (Genesis 7
3.3
13." everytreeof thegarden" (Genesis2:16). 7
15. " Talked with " (Genesis 4:8).

16. " A treeto be desired to onewise" (Gen-
esis 3:6).

17.1 shall not find " (11 Corinthians 12:20). ! fo
18. " Blessed by thy " (I Samuel 25:33).

22." And even, when the sun did set” (Mark

1:32). TR 1

ACROSS /Y 15 e

© N O~

1." And the yielded fruit" (Genesis 1:12). 7
3. " And their trees’ (Ezekiel 40:22).
5. "And he stood almong the trees" lir
(Zechariah 1:8). -
9." Over against the trees’ (11 Samuel 5:23).

11." Thehighest branch of the high " (Ezekiel L
17:22).

14. "His also shall not wither" (Psalm 1:3).
19." A grain of seed" (Matthew 13:31).

20. " Thine tree" (Deuteronomy 24:20). rl
21." The treesareher house" (Psalm 104:17). M
23. " Thewhole earth is at " (Isaiah 14:7).
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