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KEYS TO THE

TKINGDOM

by David Royer

In both the Old and New Testaments, keys
symbolized power, authority, privilege, trust, and right of
access. |saiah 22:22 refersto “the key of the house of
David’. Matthew 16:19 offers the metaphor of Jesus
bestowing spiritual authority on hisoriginal Apostles, to
faithfully proclaim and spread Hisgospd message. “And
I will give unto theethe keys of the kingdom of heaven:
and whatsoever thou shat bind on earth shall beboundin
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.”

The paragraph above providesthe essential elements
forthisarticle.

First, SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY: Jesus has the
authority (given Him by HisFather; seeMatthew 11:27)
toownthe“Keysof the Kingdom” and bestow them to
others. After Hisresurrection and before ascendinginto
heaven, Jesuscommissoned HisAposiles. “.... All power
isgivenunto mein heaven andin earth. Goyetherefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing theminthe name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
themto observeadll thingswhatsoever | have commanded
you: and, lo, | amwithyou alway, even unto the end of
theworld. Amen.” (Matthew 28:18-20).

He sharesthis power and authority with our current
Church Leadersto perform baptisms, “laying on of hands’
in prayer, ordinations, and other spiritual duties. Our
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TwelveA postlestoday not only oversee Church affairs
world-wide, but also have the duty and responsibility to
defend and maintainthefiddity of Church Doctrinederived
from theWord of God.

So, KEY S OF THE KINGDOM: metaphorically
representsacontinuation of Jesus' original commission.
All whofaithfully leed our Church, and preach the Gospd,
do so under the authority of Jesus Christ. Through
preaching theWord, peoplecomeinto aright relationship
with God. Notethat teaching, sharing the Gospdl, and
Biblestudiesarenot restricted to evangdists, clergy, and
pastors. Our entire Church can beagreat witness.

GOSPEL MESSAGE: “The word gospel means
“good news,” whichisthemessageof forgivenessfor sin
through theatoning work of JesusChrid. Itisessentialy
God'srescue plan of redemption for thosewho trustin
Hisdivine Sonto bereconciled to ajust and holy God.
Theactua content of thissaving messageislaid out for us
intheNew Testament.” Source: What aretheessentias
of the gospel message? Retrieved April 26, 2023, from
https./AMww.gotquestions.org/gospe -message. html

Hereare someexampleverses:

“Now after that John was put in prison, Jesuscame
into Galilee, preaching thegospe of thekingdom of God,
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And saying, Thetimeisfulfilled, and thekingdom of God
isa hand: repent ye, and believethegospd” (Mark 1:14-
15).

“For God sent not his Soninto theworld to condemnthe
world; but that theworld through him might be saved. He
thet believeth on himisnot condemned: but hethat believeth
not iscondemned a ready, because he hath not believed
inthenname of theonly begotten Son of God” (John 3:17-
18).

“Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which
| preached unto you, which also ye havereceived, and
whereinyestand; By whichasoyearesaved, if yekeep
in memory what | preached unto you, unless ye have
believedinvain. For | delivered untoyoufirst of al that
which | aso received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; And that hewasburied, and
that heroseagainthethird day accordingtothescriptures.”
(I Corinthians 15:1-4).

“That if thou shat confesswith thy mouth the L ord Jesus,
and shalt believein thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confessonismade unto salvation” (Romans 10:9-10).

BIND AND LOOSE: Thewords*bind” and “loose”
werefamiliar Jewishlega expressons, meaningtodeclare
something forbidden or to declare it allowed. The
Amplified Bibletrand atesthisverse: “Whatever you bind
(forbid, declareto beimproper and unlawful) on earth
will have[aready] been bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose (permit, declare lawful) on earth will have
[already] beenloosed in heaven.”

Our Church Leadersdo not make commandsthat God
approvesandfollows. Instead, they must be aware of
what God wantsto be doneand follow Hislead. Jesus
instructionsto hisdisciples made sensein the culture of
Hisday and are applicabletoday. We must always|ook
for God’s guidance before making rulesthat forbid or
permit peopl€' sactions.

Inclosing, wecanimaginethat Jesusisthedoor that needs
keysto enter TheKingdom of HisFather, God Almighty.
Jesus said as much: “I am the door: by meif any man
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall goinand out, and
find pasture” (John 10:9). Obtaining the Keysrequires
ustofollow Hisinstructions: “Not every onethat saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but hethat doeth thewill of my Father whichisin
heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God.

And the peace of God, which passeth all

understanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:6-7
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BIBLE

Taken from Thelnstructor of Truth Part1 - If you'd
liketo receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request
to The Church of God Publishing House P.O. Box
328 Salem, WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 25b - REVELATION 21
(THE NEW JERUSALEM)

Question: With what arethefoundationsgarnished
(adorned)?

Answer: " And the foundations of the wall of the
city were garnished with all manner of precious
stones. Thefirst foundation wasjasper; the second,
sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an
emerald; Thefifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the
seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a
topaz;, the tenth, a chrysoprasuss; the eleventh, a
jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst" (verses 19-20).

Question: Of what are the twelve gates made? Of
what is the street?

Answer: " And the twelve gates were twelve pearls,
every several (each) gate was of one pearl: and the
street of the city was pure gold, asit were transpar-
ent glass' (verse 21).
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Question: Why did the city not have a temple?
Answer: "And | saw no temple therein: for the
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of
it" (verse22).

Question: Who shall walk in the light of it?

Answer: " And the nations of them which are saved
shall walk in the light of it" (verse 24 first part).

Question: What will the kings of the earth (the
saints) do?

Answer: " And thekings of the earth do bring their
glory and honour into it" (verse 24 last part).

Question: Why will the gates never be shut?

Answer: " And the gatesof it shall not be shut at all
by day: for there shall benonight there" (verse 25).

Question: What is repeated?

Answer: " Andthey (thesaints) shall bringtheglory
and honour of the nationsinto it" (verse 26).

Question: What shall not enter into it?
Answer: " And there shall in no wise enter into it

any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are
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written in the Lamb's book of life" (verse 27). Question: "What is a definite part of the saint's
reward, and what must they do to enter?

Question: When the Lord returnswhat will be with

Him? Answer: " Blessed are they that do his command-
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life,

Answer: " And behold, I come quickly, and myre- and may enter in through the gates into the city"

ward iswith me, to give every man according ashis  (verse14).

work shall be" (Revelation 22:12).

From center left to right - Brother Paz Tavizon, Brother Errol Noel, Brother Kent Cornwall, Brother Tim
Buechner, Brother Warren Randall and Brother Ricky Herrera laying hands on newly appointed member
of The Board of Seven, Brother Scott Mills.
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Indefining friendship, it isan attachment to aperson,
intimate acquaintance, kind and favorableor benevolence,
thelove of mankind, affectionate. Thereare many more
wordsto describe and illustrate the meaning of friend-
ship. Thedefinitionsare numerous. However, complica
tionsarisewhenwetend to blend our charactersand form
friendships.

For instance, our personalities congtitute distinction.
Therefore, wecanreadily conceivethedifficulty inblend-
ing personditiesthat harmonize and develop into friend-
ship.

Inlooking back, | recall an articleinoneof our lead-
ing magazinesdefining friendship. Thisauthor had chosen
thisasacareer and sudiedit exclusively. Hisconclusion
wasif you have madethree staunch, honest, dependable
friendsinyour lifetime, you have accomplished morethan
he had. Hereferred to people asacquaintances. The au-
thor of thearticleisunknown.

The secret of retaining friendship liesinthe positive
sideof character, the commendable quaitiessuch asvir-
tue, beauty, integrity and charity. Wewould never losea
friendif wewould search for the good qualitiesand omit
thenegative.

Instead, the negative seems more outstanding and
prominent. We are proneto pick flaws. We seetheim-
perfection and defects. Havewenot all experienced the
frivolouswhimsof human nature?
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&
Friendship
by Mrs. Mabel Bumgardner (deceased)
Salem, West Virginia

They will devour you one day with admiration and
exat you with complimentsand passyou by the next day
without even asmuch asaglanceyour way. Likeaflash
fromaclear sky, your friendship seemsended, at |east for
thetimebeing.

Thetwo major negative qualitiesthat tend to defeat
and sever friendshipsarejed ousy and envy. A minor cause
isoffense, yetitsholdisimmense,

We often timesare abrupt in our speaking and care-
lessin our remarks, and many timesit occursintention-
ally. What does the Bible say?"A brother offended is
harder to bewon than astrong city: and their contentions
arelikethebarsof acastle’ (Proverbs 18:19).

How can we cope with such actions and enemies?
TheBible suggests praying for them. Note the Scripture
quotationin Psaim 41:9, "Yea, mineown familiar friend,
inwhom | trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted.
up hishedl against me.”

S0, we haveno assurance of tomorrow of our earthly
friendshipsof today. Wearetoldin Matthew 10:36,"And
aman'sfoesshall bethey of hisown household.”

Our only hope of friendshipisJesus Christ. Heisa
friendthat will not forsakeus, neither will Heturnusaway
intimeof needif wewill keep Hiscommandments. The
only truefriend and the only one we can depend onis
Jesus. "That whosoever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but haveeternd life" (John 3:15).
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We can chooseto vote or we can choose not to vote;
that isthe choicewehave. If welook at thelettersthat
spdll vote, we can seethat theword vote hasameaningin
itsaf.

When we vote, we actually have avoice over the
election. Whenwedo not vote, we don't have any voice
inthe matter whatsoever, so that choiceisreally ours.
We are speaking here of coursein asecular sense.

Concerning us spiritually, we have amuch bigger
choice. Itisuptoustocast our votefor eterna lifeor for
eternal death. That isthemost important choiceand the
most important votethat we have.

If wedon't cast avotefor eternd life, then wedefault
into the choicefor eternal death. Wehaverealy madea
choiceif wedo nothing.

"Benot deceived: evil communicationscorrupt good
manners' (I Corinthians15:33). Wearetold that thereis
adeceiver out there. That deceiverismuchlikethelying
politicianswho promise something that cannot be deliv-
ered. Satantdlsusthat wewill not surely dieand that we
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by Delwin Del.ong (deceased)

will haveeternal lifeno matter what wedo. Satanisvery
good at deception. "Awaketo righteousness, and sin not;

for some have not theknowledge of God: | speak thisto
your shame” (I Corinthians 15:34). Wake upin, other
words, and listen to what thetruthis. We need to have
theknowledgeof God. "But somemanwill say, How are
thedead raised up? and with what body do they come?”

(I Corinthians15:35). "Thoufoal, that which thou sowest
Isnot quickened, exceptitdie:” (I Corinthians 15:36). If
aseed issown, the seed that is dead comes up asanew
plant. "And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that
body that shal be, but baregrain, it may chance of whest,
or of someother grain: But God givethit abody asit hath
pleased him, and to every seed his own body" (I

Corinthians 15:37-38). Sometimeswhenwelook at a
little seed, we can't tell what it isgoing to be, but God
can. "All fleshisnot thesameflesh: but thereisonekind
of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes,
and another of birds' (I Corinthians15:39). "Thereare
also celestial bodies, and bodiesterrestrial: but theglory
of the celestial isone, and theglory of theterrestrial is
another” (1 Corinthians 15:40). Right now thereare spiri-
tual beings; they areangels. Satan hasone of thesebod-
ies and can do many things. He can deceivein many
ways. "Thereisoneglory of thesun, and another glory of
the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star
differeth from another star inglory. Soasoistheresur-
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rection of thedead. Itissownincorruption; itisraisedin
incorruption:” (I Corinthians 15:41-42). Now we have
proof of how wewill beraised. Wewill leavethe cor-
ruptible part in the ground and the new part will comeup
at thetime of the resurrection.

How many different stories have you heard on how
this happens? People speak of having an out of body
experience when they are close to death. It has often
been described astravelling down abig whitetunnel. It
has been said that Sncemany have seenthesamething, it
must betrue. Satan has created agood deception. When
our brain cellsstart to die one getsillusions but why do
theseillusionsappear to bethe same? Satan can do many
wondrousthingsto try to convince peopleof alie. What
doestheBiblesay onthismeatter? "Itissownindishonour;
itisraisedinglory: itissowninweakness; itisraisedin
power; Itissown anatural body; itisraised aspiritual
body. Thereisanatural body, and thereisaspiritual
body" (I Corinthians 15:43-44). God hasgiven usthe
answer inhisWord. Heexplainsexactly how it will be.

If wevotefor eternal life, we need to beinformed
properly how to cast that votefor eternal life. Wehaveto
do our homework and find out what the Scriptures say.
We cannot trust what many peoplesay. Wemust rely on
theWord of God.

"Asistheearthy, such arethey also that are earthy:
and asisthe heavenly, such arethey a so that are heav-
enly. And aswe havebornetheimage of the earthy, we
shdll aso bear theimage of the heavenly. Now thisl say,
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit thekingdom
of God; neither doth corruption inheritincorruption. Be-
hold, | shew you amystery; Weshall not all deep, but we
shall al bechanged, Inamoment, inthetwinkling of an
eye, a thelast trump: for thetrumpet shall sound, andthe
dead shdl beraisedincorruptible, and weshall be changed”
(I Corinthians 15:48-52). Those of uswho arealiveat
thetimewhen Jesusreturnswill aso be changed. Paul
himself even thought it could comeinhislifetime. Jesus
can come at any time, so we need to cast our vote now.
But thedead will beraisedincorruptibleand then wethat
areleft will bechanged. "For thiscorruptiblemust put on
incorruption, and thismortal must put onimmortality” (I
Corinthians 15:53). That iswhat the voteisall about.
We can beapart of this, resurrection or change or not,
and we need to make up our mindsand say yes, I'm go-
ingtocast my bdlot for thetruth and follow thetruth. The

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

eleventh chapter of Hebrews containsaHall of Fame of
peoplewhich includes Noah, I saac, Jacob, Joseph, Sa-
rah, Abraham, Mosesand so on. Many heroesof faith
arelistedinthere. Thekey verse appearsat the end of
thechapter. "(Of whomtheworld wasnot worthy:) they
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in densand
cavesof theearth. Andtheseall, having obtained agood
report through faith, received not thepromise”’ (Hebrews
11:38-39). They had not yet received thepromise. They
had not yet been resurrected, and thiswas after theres-
urrection of Jesus. No, none of them had received this
promiseyet. They aretill waitingintheir graves. Why?
"God having provided some better thing for us, that they
without us should not be made perfect” (Hebrews 11:40).
Wewill not be made perfect without them. They will be
madeperfect withus. They arejust waitingintheir graves
for thereturn of Jesus. How plainisthat truth?

"For thiswe say unto you by theword of the Lord,
that wewhich areaiveand remain unto thecoming of the
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep” (I
Thessadonians4:15). "For theLord himself shall descend
from heaven with ashout, with thevoice of thearchangd,
and with thetrump of God: and thedead in Christ shall
risefirst: Thenwewhicharealiveand remain shall be
caught up together with themin the clouds, to meet the
Lordintheair: and so shall weever bewiththeLord.
Wherefore comfort one another with these words” (I
Thessaonians4:16-18).

A whileago | had aconversation withawoman. We
weretalking about Halloweenwithitsspiritsand spooks.
| said to her, you know Satanisagreat worker inthese
things. Hecan createimagesand can cause much havoc.
These spiritual beingsarethework of Satan. Sheasked
meif | believed that thedead arein spiritual form. | ex-
plained that Satan can cause these formsto appear, but
whenwedie, wewait inour gravesuntil theresurrection.
She asked what about the peoplethat have died? Don't
they goto heaven? | told her what the Bible says- No,
they wait intheir gravesuntil theresurrection. | told her
that through Satan'sinfluence many traditionswere added
inthe name of religion. When someone diesthe next
instant they know istheresurrection and theLord. Time
ceasesfor that individud until they areresurrected. What
afantagtictimethat will be. Thelady cast her voteagaingt
thetruth. Likethat lady said, if I'mwrongalot of people
arewithme,
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What we do and believe must be written in God's
Word. We cannot hold onto thetraditionsof men. Satan
isusing many of thesametacticsthat somepoliticiansuse
- lies, discord and makesalielook likethetruth. Satan
hasdoneavery good job at deceiving thewholeworld.
Hetold thesameliein the Garden of Eden. Hetold Eve
that her lifewoul d better when sheate of thetree of knowl-
edge of good and evil. Hetold her, "you'renot goingto
die," but God said youwill. Did shedie?Of courseshe
did. Satanliedto her andthislieisstill beingtoldtoday.
Satanisvery clever and disguiseshisliessothey will look
liketruth. Hetellspeoplethat they will besaved if they
follow histeachings, but they will not!

"For thisisthewill of God, even your sanctification,
that yeshould abstainfromfornication: That every oneof
you should know how to possesshisvessel in sanctifica
tionand honour; Not in thelust of concupiscence, even
asthe Gentiles which know not God: That no man go
beyond and defraud hisbrother in any matter: because
that the Lord istheavenger of al such, aswea so have
forewarned you andtestified. For God hath not called us
unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. Hethereforethat
despiseth, despiseth not man, but God who hath adso given
unto ushisholy Spirit" (I Thessdonians4:3-8). If youare
seeking thethingsthat God saysaretrue, you aredesiring
God. We need to cast avotein God's election. There
aretwowaystovote. Votefor thetruth or votefor alie.
Oneleadsto eternd lifethe other to eternal death. The
choiceisvery clear. And we havethefreedom to choose.
We can say theword Votefor -

V - victory
O - over
T - the
E - evil
And that would establish a-
V - voice
O - of
T - truth
E - eternally

Cast your vote for truth.
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BARAK'S FAITH

(JUDGES CHAPTER 4)

by Richard Santiesteban

Hebrews Chapter 11 is known asthe Hall of Faith.
Forefathers that thru faith believed in a substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen
as described in the first verse of Chapter 11. What
was interesting to me was the mention of Barak and
how this man made the Hall of Faith as mentioned
in Hebrews 11:32- And what shall | more say? For
the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of
Barak.

Barak’s story takes place in the Book of Judges
Chapter 4. Duringthisperiod, thethird Judge Ehud
has passed away and the children of |1 srael continue
to do evil in the sight of the Lord.

Jabon is the current King of the Canaanitesand is
reigning in the City of Hazor which is by the Gailee
Sea. Jabon hasa captain that reportsdirectly to him
named Siserawho commanded 900 chariotsof iron.
Thechildren of | srael areoppressed for 20 yearsdue
to their sin.

Prophetess Deborah, wife of Lapidoth takes over as
the 4th Judge of Israel. Sheisfrom Bethel which is
modern day Bethlehem. She summons Barak who
isthe son of Abinoam whom came from the City of
Kedeshnaphtali. Verse 6, Prophetess Deborah tells
Barak that the Lord commanded saying, Go and
draw toward mount Tabor and take 10 thousand men
from the tribe of Naphtali and Zebulun. Mt. Tabor
is located far east of the Jezreel Valley otherwise
known as the Valley of Armageddon which is the
Northern part of Israel. Jesus had his transfigura-
tion here on Mt. Tabor as well.

Continuation from Verse 7, Deborah isfull of faith
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and tells Barak that shewill deliver both Sisera and
Jabin. However, the next verse which is Verse 8 has
me question Barak’sfaith. It states, And Barak said
unto her, if though wilt go with me, then | will go:
but if thou wilt not go with me, then | will not go.
Barak seems a little hesitant and is leaning on a
security blanket of hisleader.

Thenext verse solidifies Prophetess Deborah’sfaith
by saying, | will surely go with thee: notwithstand-
ing thejourney that thou takest shall not befor thine
honour; for the Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand
of awoman (thisis prophecy). And Deborah arose,
and went with Barak to Kedesh. Kedesh in Hebrew
meanssanctuary.

A huge battle took placein the same City of Kedesh
during thetimesof Abraham. Genesis 14:7 describes
the Battle of the Kings which took place in
Enmishpat which later changed to the name Kedesh.

Now, Barak getshismen ready tofight a battlewhere
the Battle of Kingstook place centuries before. His
faith is strong now and will change the outcome of
a kingdom in this battle. Barak charges down Mt
Tabor into Kedesh. The battle does not take very
long asthe L ord discomfited Siseraand all hischari-
otsasdescribedin Verse 15. | liketheway that King
David describes this word “discomfited in Psalms
18:14 — Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered
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Ceremony to induct Brother Richard Santieteban and Brother Manuel Gonzalez (center) to the Board of Seventy.

them; and he shot out lightnings, and “ discomfited”
them. Discomfited is a power intervention that can
only happen by the hand of God.

Barak kills every one of Sisera’s soldiers but Sisera
flees on foot and Sisera pursues after him. Thisis
were the prophecy given by Deborah is fulfilled in
verse 17. Howbeit Sisera fled away on hisfeet to the
tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite: for there
was peace between Jabin the King of Hazor and the
House of Heber the Kenite.

Jael provides refuge for Sisera. Sisera falls asleep
inside Jael’s tent and she takes a nail from the tent
and hammersthe nail thru histemplekilling Sisera
in his sleep. Prophecy fulfilled as Sisera fell by the
hand of a woman.

Thelast verse of Judges Chapter 4 describe how the
children of | srael prosperedin theland and destroyed
King Jabin. Now let’s turn back to Hebrews 11:33
and read the beginning that describes Barak’sfaith.
First part of Hebrews 11: 33 reads. Whothrough faith
subdued kingdoms. In this case, Canaan was sub-
dued or destroyed by Barak’s sword. Barak’s faith
prevailed here becausethe substance of thingshoped
for was the victory of Israel over the mighty giants
of Canaan. The evidence of things not seen hereis
thewords of God that hewill deliver 1srael fromthe
mighty giants. What a beautiful story. Amen
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |

KINDNESS
Scripture Reading: Ephesians 4:25-32.
Golden Text: Ephesians 4:32.

" And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted,
forgiving oneanother, even as God for Christ'ssake
hath forgiven you."

1. Shouldwebekind andforgiving? Ephesians 4. 32.
2. Will we receive more of a blessing from the Lord
if we give and do not expect something given to us
in return? Acts 20:35.

3. If aboy or girl befound doing something wrong,
should we correct and help them, in the spirit of
kindness? Why? Galatians 6:1.

4. Why should we help someone or bear his bur-
den? Galatians 6:2.

5. Should we always be kind to strangers and care
for them? Hebrews 13:1-2.

6. Besides doing good and lending to our enemies,
does God expect us to love them? Luke 6: 35.

LESSON |1
OBEYING GOD
Scripture Reading: James 3:1-10.
Golden Text: Deuteronomy 11:27.
" A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the
LORD your God, which I command you this day."
1. Can we serve Christ and Satan? Matthew 6:24.

2. Should we obey God rather than men? Acts 5: 29.

3. Didthewindsand sea obey Christ? Mathew 8: 27.
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4. What causes us to sin when we do not use our
tongue to the glory of God? James 3:8.

5. If we use our tongue for speaking evil to others,
are we obeying God? James 3:9-10.

6. Whom do we obey when we speak evil of others?
James3:15.

7. lsit pleasing to the Lord when children obey
their parents? Colossians 3:20.

8. If we obey Christ and follow his way, will we
receive a reward from Him? Colossians 3:24.

9. What has God promised us if we obey Him?
Deuteronomy 11:27.

LESSON I11
FLEEING FROM SATAN

Scripture Reading: James 4:6-16.
Golden Text: James4:7.

" Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you."

NOTE: Theword " flee" meansto run away.

1. Would a child flee from youthful sins? Il Timo-
thy 2:22 (first part).

2. Instead of walking in a sinful ay, who would you
follow? Il Timothy 2:22 (last part).

3. Will children of God follow a stranger, or will
they flee from him? John 10:5.

NOTE: InHebrews13:2in Lesson |, welearned to
be kind to strangers, but now we are being told to
flee a stranger. We need to be aware of what strang-
ersare doing. If we fear the stranger is doing evil,
we should avoid their person. If we have God in our
lives, we can ask Him to guide and help usin mak-
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Ing this decision.

4. Whowill deliver usif wefleefrom Satan? Psalm
143:9.

5. Whosewill should we do and why? Psalm 143: 10.

6. Does Satan lay snares, or nets, to try to catch us?
Psalm 141:9.

7. If welisten totheLord, shall we befreefrom the
evil of Satan? Proverbs 1:33.

8. Will we be blessed of the Lord if we keep Hisway
and flee from the devil? Proverbs 8:32.

LESSON IV
REPENTANCE

Scripture Reading: Luke 15:1-10.
Golden Text: Luke 13:5.

"1 tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perisn.”

1. What do we mean by repentance? Acts 14:15; |
Thessalonians 1:9; Hebrews 12:1.

NOTE: AccordingtoWebster'sDictionary, " repent”
means to feel regret or sorrow on account of some-
thing done or felt left undone; to change one's con-
duct because of regret.

2. Why must every individual repent? Psalm 51:5;
Galatians 3:22; Acts 17:30-31; Romans 3:23.

3. When is the proper time to repent of our sins?
Psalm 95:7-8; Hebrews 3:7-8; |1 Corinthians 6:2;
Hebrews4:7.

4. Repentance should be accompanied by:
(A) Humility, 11 Chronicles 7:14.

(B) Confession, Job 33:27-28.

(C) Faith, Mark 1:15.
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(D) Prayer, Acis 8. 22.

NOTE: What isthedanger in waiting for " theright
time" to repent? Do you think that when we repent
and begin to serve the Lord that we leave all plea-
sure behind, or can joy be had from living a
Believer's life? Have you sought the Lord and " re-

pented?"
TENS

1. What nameisgiven to the calamitiesthat over-
took a nation which per secuted the Hebrews? Exo-
dus10

2. What group of maidens went to meet a bride-
groom?Matthew 25:1-14

3. What famouslawswer egiven to M oseson Mount
Sinai? Exodus20

4. What ten men were cured of a vile disease by
Jesusat theentrancetoacertainvillage? Luke17:12

5. Jacob had twelve sons, but he only sent ten down
to Egypt to buy corn. Where werethe other two?
Genesis42: 34

6. Who pleaded with God to saveacity if " even ten
righteous’ should be found there? Genesis 18:23,
32

7. What man sad to hiswife, who wanted a child:
"Am | not better totheethen ten sons' ? | Samuel
1:8

8. Inwhat parableisoneman told to givehismoney
" unto him which hath ten " Matthew 25:28

9. What man complained that hiswages had been
changed ten times? Genesis 31:1-7

10. Whobegged to beallowed to eat pulseand drink

water for ten daysinstead of thewineand meat which
King Nebuchadnezzar ordered? Danid 1:3-21.
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A LESSON IN THE WOODS
By Arlene West Krenz

Davey was pushing histoy truck over littleroadsthat
hemadefor it behind the old farmhousewhere helived.
"Brum-brum!" Davey tried to sound likeabigtruck. He
looked up ashisolder brother came by.

"Whereareyou going, Ronnie?' Davey asked.

"I haveto pilethewood in the woodshed, and then
I'mgoingtothewoods," Ronnieanswered.

"| don't seewhy you liketo go back there," Davey
said. "I'vebeen back there, and | haven't seen anything
interesting.”

"l know you haven't," said Ronnie. "You arealways
noisy, and we haveto be quiet to seeand hear thingsin
thewoods. I'll tell youwhat, Davey. If youwill help me
pilethewood, | will takeyou with meand show you how
to seethebirdsand animals."

"I'dlikethat," said Davey. He put histoy truck away
and ran to help Ronnie. Soon thewood was piled, and
they were on their way to thewoods.

"Shhhh! You must bequiet now," Ronniewarned his
little brother asthey neared thesmall grove of treesat the
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back of their farm.” You will frighten everything away."
But Davey wasnot quiet. He kept right on playing and
taking.

Soon Ronnie stopped. We arein the middle of the
woodsnow," hesaid, "Did you see or hear anything as
we camethrough thetrees?

"No," Davey answered.

"Doyou know why?" Ronnieasked.

"Becausethereisnothing here," Davey said.

"No, Davey," Ronniesaid bravely, "Wedidn't seeany-
thing because you were noisy. Now, let'stry being quiet
and seewhat happens.”

Ronnieand Davey sat down on amossy log. They
sat «till and waited. They heard thewind rustling through
the trees, and the music of the tinkling brook, and the
sweet singing of thebirds. Then Ronnienodded at atree
nearby. Davey looked and saw apretty littlesquirrel peek-
ing at them. Thesguirrel randownthetreeto searchamong
thefallenleavesfor acorns. He stuffed theacornsin his
cheeksand ran back up thetree.

Ronnieand Davey sat onalogalongtime. They saw
many interesting things. When it wastimeto go home,
Davey wasquiet most of theway. Hewasthinking of all
the nice things he had seen and heard in the woods.
"Ronnie," Hesaidfinally, " you wereright about being
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quiet in thewoods. | will be quiet there from now on.
Think of dl thethings| havebeenmissing.”

"You have been missing thingssomewhered se, too,"
said Ronnie. "Canyou guesswhere?'

Davey shook hishead.

"In Sabbath school and church,” Ronnietold hislittle
brother. "Thereare many interesting thingsto seeand hear
there, if wewatch and listen. Supposeyou try it and see.
It would beanicesurprisefor Mother and Father, and |
know it would please Jesus. Will you try?"

Davey did try, and hewas surprised at how much he
had been missing at Sabbath school. He became one of
the best-behaved boysin Sabbath school, and hismother
and father were very proud of him. | think Jesus was
pleased with Davey, too.

Do you suppose
Heispleased with you?

THE BOOK

L ook up the Scriptures below and find the answers.

1. How did we get the Bible? Il Timothy 3:16 and I1
Peter 1:21.

2. How long will the Biblelast? Find Psalm 119:89 and
Isaiah40:8.

3. Whenwill thewordsof Christ passaway?Find Mat-
thew 24:35.

4. Giveareasonfor studying and memorizingtheBiblein
Psam 119:11; in1l Timothy 3:15; andin |l Timothy 2:15.

5. What wasthe reason the bible waswritten? Look up
John 20:31.

6. WhatisGodinlsaiah5:1-3,7; inl John 4:8?

7. Read what God does in Romans 5:8; in Hebrews
13:5,6 and in Deuteronomy 31.:6.

OF EXODUS

Find the
hidden words.

MOSES

PHARAOH

SERPENT

PLAGUES

ISRAELITES

EGYPT

LAWS

VHOOX—-—0ODO0S
—TUV<TOTMXONS
- <OWDTUVICXSOD
=D CMImMmMOZ0rr
OmMmZZC>»>OHZ>
VOUTHZOIDI<X>S
>Z00mMO>>0M

n
o
1
vy

M OOM>OroO
rec XTI —0T1T
—>—P0rovwm-—
A I U<rS>»mozz
M—O>O0OMWIITIZN
NnHwCSCUODmWwX-

ARK

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

PAGE FIFTEEN




The Advocate of Truth Periodicals

PO Box 328 Postage Paid At
Salem WV 26426-0328 Salem WV 26426-0328

Address Service Requested
Return Postage Guaranteed




