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" And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and
on that side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall
not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it
shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, be-
cause their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and the
fruit thereof shall befor meat, and the leaf thereof for medi-

cine" (Ezekiel 47:12).
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KNOWLEDGE
SUS’ PRESENCE
VING THANKS

Atthistimeof year, wenaturally havethankfulnessin our
minds and hearts for God and His son, Jesus. God
showed us His great love for us when He created the
pathway to our everlastinglife. You see, God sent his
only begotten son, Jesus, the Christ, to diefor uswhile
wewereyet snners. (seeRomans5:8). Jesussacrificed
Himsalf for usby taking the punishment wedeserve. He
took our place!

Based on Christ’s sacrifice, God forgives our sins by
grace. Inother words, we havereceived thisundeserved
blessing of salvation. “ For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthe
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

(Ephesians2:8-9)

Being grateful to Jesuswill draw uscloser toHim. When
theSavior invitesusto*draw near” toHim, itissmilar to
whenHesays, “Follow Me.” “ If any man serveme, let
him follow me; and where | am, there shall also my
servant be: if any man serve me, himwill my Father
honour.” (John12:26). Areyouawareof other Sgnificant
waysto draw closer to our Savior? Hereareafew:

Wecan* draw nearer” to Jesusby learning what Hethinks
of usand what hewantsfromus. Themoreweread our
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Bible, themore Herevea sHimsdlf tous. Welearn how
to becomeHisfriend. Heisnot our buddy because Jesus
isour King. However, weareinvited to be Hisfriend.
“No longer do | call you servants, but | have called
youfriends’” (John 15:15).

HechoosesHisfriends. Jesussaid: “ You did not choose
Mebut | chose you, and appointed you that you would
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain,
so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name
Hemay givetoyou.” (John 15:16). “Fruit” heremeans
helping to bring in others to know the gospel and our
Savior. (See John 6:38-40). So aways be dert for
opportunitiestoturntheconversationtobiblica or spiritua
matters. Beequipped to know someversesto explain
thegospel clearly. Prayer isthefoundation for bearing
fruit that staysconsstent.

We can be Jesus friend only by following Hislaws, not
ours. “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abidein
my love; even as | have kept my Father’s
commandments, and abidein hislove.” (John 15:10).
Whenweobey Jesus, evenintheface of adversity, it'sa
sgnof our lovetoward him. Obediencereflectsour desire
to strengthen our faith and closenesswith Jesus.
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We draw closer to Jesus by understanding thetruths He
madeknownto usfrom the Father. “Jesusanswered and
said unto him, If aman loveme, hewill keep my words:
and my Father will lovehim, and wewill comeunto him,
and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not
keepeth not my sayings: and theword whichyehear is
not mine, but the Father’ swhich sent me. Thesethings
havel spoken unto you, being yet present withyou. But
the Comforter, whichistheHoly Ghost, whom the Father
will sendinmy name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring al thingsto your remembrance, whatsoever | have
saiduntoyou.” (John 14: 23-26) TheHoly Spirit, within
us, givesusclarity, understanding, and memory of these
truths.

Another way to draw closer to Jesusisby mutually sharing
Hiscareandlovefor others. ” A new commandment | give
untoyou, That yelove one another; as| haveloved you,
that yedsoloveoneanother. By thisshdl all men know
that yearemy disciples, if ye havelove oneto another.”
(John 13:34-35). Love bringsuscommitment and unity
and createsastrong bond of friendship.

Our salvation requires effort. We need a correct
relationship with God through Jesus Christ, who intercedes
for us. Apostle Paul saysit thisway: “Let thismindbein
you, whichwasalso in Christ Jesus: Who, beinginthe
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equa with God:
But made himslf of no reputation, and took upon himthe
form of aservant, and was madein thelikeness of men:
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given
himanamewhichisaboveevery name: That at thename
of Jesus every knee should bow, of thingsin heaven,
and thingsin earth, and things under the earth;
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Chrigt isLord, totheglory of God the Father.”
(Philippians2:5-11).

Our effortsand tenacity in drawing closer to Jesusallow
usto havethisproper relationship with God, our Heavenly
Father. “ Jesussaithunto him, | antheway, thetruth, and
thelife: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John
14:6). Brothersand Siters, let uscontinueto maturein
our faithand trustin our Lord and Savior, Jesus Chri<t.
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WeAreTo Bless,
And Not Curse

By David Del.ong

The Patriarch Job made alengthy curse upon theday
that hewasborn. After Job was hurt by two challenges
from Satan,weread about thiscursein Job 3:1-9. "After
thisopened Job hismouth, and cursed hisday. And Job
spake, and said, L et theday perishwherein| washborn,
and thenightinwhichitwassaid, Thereisaman child
conceived. Let that day be darkness; let not God regard
itfromabove, neither let thelight shineuponit. Let dark-
ness and the shadow of death stainit; let acloud dwell
uponit; let the blackness of theday terrify it. Asfor that
night, let darkness seizeuponit; let it not bejoined unto
thedaysof theyear, let it not comeinto thenumber of the
months. Lo, let that night be solitary, let no joyful voice
cometherein. Let them curseit that cursethe day, who
areready toraiseup their mourning. L et the starsof the
twilight thereof bedark; letitlook for light, but havenone;
neither let it seethe dawning of theday:"

At times, we may feel like Job, ready to curse our
circumstancesrather thanto utter ablessing. TheApostle
Paul, inRomans 12:14 wrote: "Blessthemwhich perse-
cuteyou: bless, and cursenot.” And Jamesin James 3:8-
10sad: "But thetongue can no mantame; itisanunruly
evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith blesswe God, even
the Father; and therewith cursewe men, which aremade
after the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth
proceedeth blessng and cursing. My brethren, thesethings
ought not soto be." But the Lord Jesus gave usthe best
ingructionswhenHesad, "But | say unto youwhich hear,
Loveyour enemies, do good to them which hate you,
Blessthem that curseyou, and pray for them which de-
spitefully useyou. And unto himthat smiteth theeonthe
one cheek offer d so the other; and him that taketh away
thy cloak forbid not to takethy coat also."

Someday therewill be no more curseor curses, only
great blessings. Revelation 22:3 reads about the New
Jerusalem: "And there shall be no more curse: but the
throne of God and of the Lamb shall beinit; and his
servantsshall servehim:" Sincethat will bethe case, we
should stop all cursesin this present world!
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Guyana, South America

Inthebeginning God crested the heavensand the earth:
aplacefor mankind, beasts, plants, etc, to dwell. What
an awesome God who thought first to set thingsin perfect
order. Whenwelook at thedenseforests, valleys, hills,
rivers, great and high mountains, etc, which camefroma
land that waswithout form and void, not having inhabit-
ants, but now iswell cultivated and inhabited; aswelook
at how wonderfully andin order God created everything;
itistimefor usto beawestricken at Hisgreat handiwork.
When He made mankind, and when Hemade everything
else, they werevery good. "And God saw every thing
that he had made, and, behold, it wasvery good..." (Gen-
esis1:31, firgt part).

After Hemademan, Heplaced theminto alovely gar-
denwith very much delectablethingsto eat. It wasaplace
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wherethey hadn't very much work, but to dressand keep
it or maintain it, because He, Himself, caused amist to
come up from the earth and watered the ground. The
garden was aready planted, they only had to make cer-
tain everything wasin good standing. "And the LORD
God planted agarden eastward in Eden; and there he put
themanwhom hehad formed” (todressitandtokeepit,
meaning to tend or cultivateit): "...for the LORD God
had not caused it to rain upon the earth...But there went
up amist from the earth, and watered the whol e face of
theground” (Genesis2:8;2:5-6).

Although men turned from God'swaysand worshipped
asit pleased them, yet Hedid not hold back therainand
sunshine from them, but asked those who areworship-
ping Himto lovethem and also to pray for them. "Buit |
say unto you, Loveyour enemies, blessthem that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully useyou, and persecuteyou; That ye
may bethechildren of your Father whichisin heaven: for
he maketh hissun to riseontheevil and onthegood, and
sendeth rain onthejust and ontheunjust” (Matthew 5:44-
45). Areweabletorepay Godfor dl thingswhichHehas
bestowed upon us?

Menwho claimto beatheist, or who do not believein
God, aresayingthat lifeisbeing evolved. If evolutionis
what menthink brought al thisglory into being, thenthey
aredefinitely wrong: because God created everything
accordingtotheir speciesor kind. And man definitely never
camefromlower lifeforms. God madeadl things, and He
formed man with His own hands, from the dust of the
earth. Although all creatures camefrom the earth, they
havetheir variousdwdlings someliveinweter, whilesome
liveonthe earth, and sometakerefugein thetrees, etc.
But al haveto return unto thedust fromwhich they came.
And man which God made with knowledge and under-
standing madehousestolivein. And by their wisdom and
knowledgethey madevarioushousesfor theanimals, such
asstablesfor horses, kennelsfor dogs, stiesfor pigs, etc.
"One generation passeth away, and another generation
cometh: but theearth abideth for ever...All thingsarefull
of labour; man cannot utter it: theeyeisnot satisfied with
seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. Thething that hath
been, it isthat which shall be; and that whichisdoneis
that which shal be done: and thereisno new thing under
thesun" (Ecclesiastes 1:4,8-9).

God givesus so many thingsand does so many things
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for us. And Hejust tellsusto keep Hiscommandments,
yet it doesnot please many to do so. But when someone
stealsfrom us, or they break the commandmentsinvio-
lating against us, we are saddened and bewildered by
their behaviour or actions. Inorder to gain at God'shands
we do haveto be obedient and keep Hiscommandments
honestly and sincerely. "Andit shall cometo pass, if thou
shalt hearken diligently unto thevoice of the LORD thy
God, to observeand todo al hiscommandmentswhich
command theethisday, that the LORD thy God will set
theeon high aboveall nations of theearth: And al these
blessingsshall comeon thee, and overtakethee...” But if
wefail to adhereto these commandments and be disobe-
dient, then curseswill be pronounced upon us. "But it
shall cometo pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto thevoice
of theLORD thy God, to observeto do dl hiscommand-
mentsand his statuteswhich | command theethisday;
that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake
thee" (Deuteronomy 28:1,2, first part; 15). Togainmore
knowledge pertaining to theblessngsand cursings, please
read and study Deuteronomy 28:1-end.

When God brought the children of Israel out of Egypt,
andthey wereinthewilderness, Hedid so much for them
and kept them asthe apple of Hiseye. Hewarned them
that when they wereincreased in richesand multiplied,
they should not say that they got theincrease by their own
strength, because none of uscan do anything by ourselves.
ItisGod who givesushealth, strength, wisdom, and un-
derstanding and knowledge, etc, tolive our livesand do
the things which are necessary for us. He gives usthe
power to get wealth, and when He gives usriches, He
addsno sorrow withit. But in order to get richesfrom
God we haveto be obedient and fully committed unto
Him, and continueto be humbleaways abounding unto
thewayswhich Hehasset beforeus, becausein Himwe
liveand move and have our being. Without Himweare
nothing and can do nothing because He has created all
things, and for Hispleasurewewere created. Thus, any-
thingwedo we haveto alwaysacknowledge Him and
give thanks unto His holy name. In the book of
Deuteronomy Maosesreminded thelsradlites. "When thou
hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt blessthe LORD thy
God for thegood land which he hath given thee. Beware
that thou forget not the LORD thy God, innot keeping his
commandments, and hisjudgments, and hisstatuteswhich
| command theethisday: L est when thou hast eaten and
art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein;
Andwhenthy herdsandthy flocksmultiply, andthy slver
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andthy goldismultiplied, and dl that thou hast ismulti-
plied; Then thine heart belifted up, and thou forget the
LORD thy God, which brought theeforth out of theland
of Egypt, from the house of bondage; Who led thee
through that great and terriblewilderness, whereinwere
fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, wherethere
was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the
rock of flint; Who fed theein thewildernesswith manna,
which thy fathersknew not, that he might humblethee,
and that hemight provethee, to do theegood at thy latter
end; And thou say inthineheart, My power and themight
of mine hand hath gotten methiswealth. But thou shalt
remember theLORD thy God: for itishethat giveththee
power to get wealth, that he may establish hiscovenant
which heswareunto thy fathers, asitisthisday. Andit
shall be, if thou do at al forget the LORD thy God, and
walk after other gods, and servethem, and worship them,
| testify against you thisday that ye shall surely perish”
(Deuteronomy 8:10-19).

We know what transpired with Nebuchnezzar after
he had exalted himself and claimed by hisgreat strength,
power, and might he accomplished hiskingdom and all
that waswithinit. When hehad adream, hismagicians,
astrologers, soothsayers, etc, could not interpret it unto
him. But Daniel, aprophet of God, did interpret it be-
cause hebelievedintheLord and it was accounted unto
him for righteousness. Heaways sought God in every-
thing and alwaysacknowledged hissinsbefore God. Thus
God waswith him and showed him theinterpretation of
theking'sdream. Hea so admonished thekingintheways
of the L ord and warned himto put away hissinful prac-
tices, but let usseewhat hedid intherecord. Thewarn-
ingwas: "Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be accept-
ableunto thee, and break off thy sinsby righteousness,
and thineiniquitiesby shewing mercy tothepoor; it may
bealengthening of thy tranquility... Theking spake, and
said, Isnot thisgreat Babylon, that | have built for the
house of thekingdom by the might of my power, and for
the honour of my majesty? Whiletheword wasin the
king'smouth, therefell avoicefrom heaven, saying, O
king Nebuchadnezzar, to theeit isspoken; Thekingdom
isdeparted from thee. Andthey shall drivetheefrommen,
and thy dwelling shal bewith thebeasts of thefield: they
shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times
shall passover thee, until thou know that the most High
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and givethit to whomso-
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ever hewill. Thesamehour wasthething fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar: and hewasdriven from men, and did
eat grassasoxen, and hisbody waswet with the dew of
heaven, till hishairsweregrown like eagles feathers, and
hisnailslikebirds claws. And at the end of the days|
Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and
mine understanding returned unto me, and | blessed the
most High, and | praised and honoured himthat liveth for
ever, whosedominionisan everlastingdominion, and his
kingdomisfrom generationto generation” (Daniel 4:27,
30-34).

God moldsusand fashionsusaccording to Hisways.
Andall thingswere created for Hispleasure. When He
saw everything after Creation, they were so good. Are
weableto repay Himfor especidly thebreath in our nos-
trils?Moreover, theway Hetook Histimeto mold and
fashion us: thereare so many individuals, yet noneof us
hasthe same personality or features. He setsthe sinews,
bones, marrow, cells, blood, etc., and whatever elseitis
to makeup our bodies. Wearefearfully and wonderfully
made. How marvelousare Hisworks. Hemade man a
littlelower thantheangd s, but highly knowledgeableand
more wisethan theanimals. If we be obedient and come
to Hissaving grace, morewisdomwill beadded unto us,
asthe Scriptureshavedeclared. "Thefear of the LORD
isthe beginning of wisdom: agood understanding haveal
they that do hiscommandments: his praise endureth for
ever" (Psalm 111:10). We seethat good understanding
haveall they that do Hiscommandments. So whenwe
obey and keep Hiscommandments He grantsuswisdom
and understanding so that we can be ableto discern and
deal with mattersthat we encounter. Areweabletore-
pay God?Not at all.

Hegave usthedifferent sensesso that we can discern
variousthings. Hea so set thereproductive organsinsuch
aremakableway that repproduction can bedone. Let us
takefor example how thefetusgrowsinthewomb, and
yet many men claim everything comesthrough evolution.
"Asthou knowest not what istheway of the spirit, nor
how the bonesdo grow inthewomb of her that iswith
child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who
makethal. Inthemorning sow thy seed, andintheevening
withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

shal prosper, either thisor that, or whether they both shall
be alike good. Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant
thingitisfor theeyesto beholdthesun: Butif amanlive
many years, andrgjoiceinthemal; yet let himremember
thedaysof darkness; for they shdl bemany. All that cometh
isvanity" (Ecclesiastes 11:5-8).

Aswe can see here God makesall thingsand thereis
nothing new. Everything that our eyescan seehasdready
been of old, and they were perfectly done, only menused
their wisdom and sought out many inventionsandthat is
how theworldisso corrupt now. Many, whenthey arein
deep distress or sickness, only then do they remember
thereisaGod; but prior to that they don't acknowledge
that God exixts. "Thething that hath been, itisthat which
shall be; and that which isdoneisthat which shall be
done: and thereisno new thing under thesun. Isthereany
thing whereof it may be said, See, thisisnew?it hath
been already of old time, whichwasbeforeus...Whois
asthewise man?and who knoweth theinterpretation of a
thing?aman’'swisdom maketh hisfaceto shine, and the
boldness of his face shall be changed...Wisdom
strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty menwhich
areinthecity...All thishavel proved by wisdom: | said, |
will bewise; but it wasfar from me...Behold, thishavel
found, saith the preacher, counting one by one, tofind out
theaccount:...Lo, thisonly havel found, that God hath
made man upright; but they have sought out many inven-
tions' (Ecclesastes1:9-10; 8:1; 7:19, 23, 27, 29). Amen.
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4" Than ksgiving

=
=

Each year inthe United States, many people observea
national day of Thanksgiving. Many know that Thanks-
giving Day originated with the early settlersof New En-
gland. It occurred after theannual harvest time of fruits
and vegetables. Thanksgiving wasgiven to God for the
harvest.

Of course, we know that many changes havetaken place
sincethat time. Thetruesignificance of that occasion has
been lost for the most part in the hearts of many. How-
ever, the custom has endured and continues until the
present time. Thisyear, Thanksgiving Day will beobserved
on Thursday, November 28.

Thanksgiving Day isatimeto remember our true God to
whom we owe our existence, and He continuesto pro-
videfor our daily needs. Let usturn our atentionto the
wonderful wordsof thePsalmigt: “ Enter into hisgateswith
thanksgiving, and into hiscourtswith praise: bethankful
unto him, and blesshisname. For the LORD isgood; his
mercy iseverlasting; and histruth endurethto al genera-
tions’ (Psalm 100:4-5).

TheApostle Paul —A True Example Of Thankfulness.
Let usbeinspired by the zeal and determination of the
Apostle Paul. Hewrote, “ For | am persuaded, that nei-
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow-
ers, nor thingspresent, nor thingsto come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall beableto separateus
fromtheloveof God, whichisin Christ Jesusour Lord”
(Romans8:38-39).

Many of God'sservantsendured hardships, but their hearts
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werefilled with thankfulness. Thisisespecialy truewith
theApostle Paul. Hewrote, “But we havethistreasurein
earthen vessdls, that the excellency of the power may be
of God, and not of us. Wearetroubled on every side, yet
not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Per-
secuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;
Always bearing about in the body the dying of the L ord
Jesus, that thelifea so of Jesusmight bemademanifestin
our body. For wewhich live are alway delivered unto
death for Jesus' sake, that thelife aso of Jesusmight be
made manifest in our mortal flesh” (11 Corinthians4:7-
11).

Few of the Lord'speople have suffered morefor thegos-
pel thantheApostle Paul. However, thereisnoindication
of complaintinhiswritingswhichformamgjor part of the
New Testament. Alsoin hisletter to the Corinthian breth-
ren, he explained, “ Knowing that hewhich raised up the
Lord Jesusshdl raiseup usaso by Jesus, and shal present
uswith you. For al things are for your sakes, that the
abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many
redound to the glory of God. For which causewefaint
not; but though our outward man perish, yet theinward
man isrenewed day by day. For our light affliction, which
isbut for amoment, worketh for usafar more exceeding
and eternd weight of glory; Whilewelook not at thethings
which are seen, but at the thingswhich are not seen: for
thethingswhich areseenaretempora; but thethingswhich
arenot seen areeterna” (verses 14-18).

Readily, the apostle accepted hisduty in the service of
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our Lord. Weknow that this service brought him almost
continuous suffering and trial which at timesnearly cost
him hislife. Hedid not waver from hiscommitment, and
he continued serving the L ord and hisbrethren with his
heart filled with thanksgiving and devotionto God.

LiketheApostlePaul, let usgivesincere heartfelt praise
and thanksgiving to God for al Hisblessngsand benefits
Hegivestous!

Thanksgivingls
Our Goal

By David Del.ong

For everything that comes
our way,

For stew that fillsour bowl;
Thoughwemay have but
humblethings,
Thanksgivingisour god.

Wemay not have
the highest rank,
Andlowly beour role;
For this,
our voicesupward raise,
Thanksgivingisour god.

Our jobs,
they may not pay usmuch,
Likediggingoutahole;
TheLordwill still provide
forus,
Thanksgivingisour god.

Therich men of society
Won't touch uswith apole;
TheLordisno Respecter, .

and Thanksgivingisour god. &

Thetridsof theday will come ~:,
Andsurdy teketheirtoll; e
For all of this,
though great thetest,
Thanksgivingisour god!
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=M may not have been pleasingto Him.

Jesusawaysgavethanksto Hisheavenly Father. Hedid
thison the occasi on of passing the cup and when offering
the unleavened bread to His discipleswhen they were
invited to partake of the Last Supper. Thisvery special
event isrecorded in Luke. "And he took the cup, and
gavethanks, and said, Takethis, and divideit among your-
selves' (Luke22:17). Afterward, weread, " And hetook

_ bread, and gavethanks, and brakeit, and gave unto them,

saying, Thisismy body whichisgivenfor you: thisdoin

¥ remembrance of me" (verse 19). Our Lord's attitude of
=11 giving thanksto Hisheavenly Father should also be our
= atitudeasfootstep followersof Him.

One of themost familiar waysin which we may taketo
expressour gratitude to God for the many benefitswe
receivefrom Himisto thank Him daily for thefood He
hasprovided for usat medltimes. Thisshould bearegular
habit among al who aredtriving tofollow inthefootsteps

of our Lord. When we begin the day, we should thank

Godfor all of Hisblessingstoward us. Also at the con-

"L__' K clusionof theday, we should thank Him and ask Hisfor-

giveness for whatever we may have said or done that

~
—

=
-

-
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Number One:

“For al have sinned, and come short of theglory of God”

(Romans3:23). “ Asitiswritten, Thereisnonerighteous,

no, notone’ (Romans3:10). “ All welike sheep havegone
astray; we haveturned every oneto hisownway; andthe
LORD heathladonhimtheiniquity of usdl” (Isaiah 53:6).
“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnessesare asfilthy rags; and weall dofadeasa
leaf; and our iniquities, likethewind, havetaken usaway”

(Issiah 64:6). “Behold, | wasshapenininiquity; andinsin
did my mother conceiveme’ (Psalm51:5).

Number Two:

Thebest you can do—won’'t do! “Not by worksof righ-
teousnesswhichwehavedone, but according to hismercy
he saved us, by thewashing of regeneration, and renew-
ing of theHoly Ghost” (Titus 3:5). “For by graceareye
savedthroughfaith; and that not of yourselves: itisthegift
of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast”
(Ephesians2:8-9).

Thequestionisdirectly asked and directly answered in
Acts16:30-31: “ And brought them out, and said, Sirs,
what must | do to be saved? And they said, Believeon
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house.” “Knowing that amanisnot justified by theworks
of thelaw, but by thefaith of Jesus Christ, evenwe have
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believedin Jesus Chrigt, that wemight bejustified by the
faith of Christ, and not by theworksof thelaw: for by the
worksof thelaw shall nofleshbejustified” (Galatians
2:16).

Number Three:

Every sinner needsto know “...that Christ died for our
sinsaccordingtothescriptures’ (I Corinthians 15:3). ...
Andif any mansin, we have an advocatewith the Father,
Jesus Chrigt therighteous’ (1 John 2:1). “For thereisone
God, and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus’ (I Timothy 2:5). “ Neither istheresavation
inany other: for thereisnone other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts
4:12).“That if thou shalt confesswith thy mouth theLord
Jesus, and shalt believeinthineheart that God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For withtheheart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confessionismade unto salvation” (Romans 10:9-10).
“Jesussaith unto him, | amtheway, thetruth, and thelife:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).
Supposeyou wereinthethird floor of aburning building,
and the black smokewas boiling into your room and the
halways, and afriendly firemanwith abig ladder knocked
at your window and said, “Comewith me.” Would you
say, “Wadll, let metry thedoor: Why not usethe elevator?
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Why not go down the stairway?’ Finally you are con-
vinced that your only hope of escapeisto get onthelad-
der and go downwith thefireman and land on theground
safely. You found out that thefireman wastheway.

Why plungeinto thewater in New York Harbor to swim
to London, England through big wavesand water that is
filled with man-eating sharkswhen arich manisready to
pay your fareonaluxury liner? Why want to do it your
way whenyour way will not work, becauseitisnot“Do”
—it’s“Done.” Jesus said on the cross, “It isfinished.”
“But asmany asreceived him, to them gave he power to
becomethe sonsof God, eventothemthat believeon his
name” (John 1:12). “ For whosoever shall call uponthe
name of the Lord shall besaved” (Romans

10:13). “Verily, verily, | say untoyou, Hethat heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not comeinto condemnation; but ispassed
from death untolife” (John 5:24). “For God so loved the
world, that he gave hisonly begotten Son, that whoso-
ever beievethin him should not perish, but have everlast-
inglife’ (John 3:16).“... and himthat comethtomel will
innowisecast out” (John 6:37). “Comeuntome, al ye
that [abour and are heavy laden, and | will giveyou rest”
(Matthew 11:28). “Being born again, not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, by theword of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever” (I Peter 1:23).

Number Four:

You MUST know that today isthe day, and now isthe
time

A manlost inasnow stormfinally ran out of physical
srength and fell. The next morning, hewasfound dead at
hisown doorstep. If hehad fallenwith hishand stretched
out, hewould have touched the bottom step. Hewas so
near, and yet sofar away. “ Seek yethe LORD whilehe
may befound, call yeupon himwhileheisnear” (Isaiah
55:6). “ Boast not thysalf of tomorrow; for thou knowest
not what aday may bring forth” (Proverbs27:1).“... now
istheaccepted time; behold, now istheday of salvation”
(11 Corinthians6:2). “Whereasye know not what shall be
onthemorrow. For what isyour life?Itiseven avapour,
that appeareth for alittletime, and then vanisheth away”
(James4:14).
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OBEDIENCE
By Sister AlithaAlexander

O - Overcomerswill berewarded for their obedience.
B - Believe and be baptized and you shall receive

E - Eternal lifeas

D - Danid, by obeying, wasddivered fromthelionsden.
| - Inheritancewill begrantedto al who believe.

E - Evedisobeyed and shedied.

N - Noah obeyed God and built an ark and saved

C - Creationfromfull destruction. Therefore,

E - Exercise obedience because without it the heaven
and the earth would not have been.

|
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LESSONI
IDOLS

ScriptureReading: | Corinthians8:1-7.
Golden Text: Exodus20:3.
" Thou shalt have no other godsbeforeme.”

NOTE: Whatisanidol?Itisanimageor symbol conse-
crated as an object of worship; anything we give exces-
svedffectionto.

1. Should we make images or bow down to anything
other than God? Exodus 20:3-6; Leviticus 26:1.

2. What arewetold to fleefrom so that wewill not be
tempted?| Corinthians10:13-14.

3. If wesacrificetoanidol, towhom arewe sacrificing?
| Corinthians10:19-21.

4. What idol did the children of Isragl haveAaron build
after they were delivered out of Egypt? Exodus 32:7-8.

5. What King of Israel worshipped Baal, and how did
Godfeel towardshim: | Kings 16:30, 32-33.

6. What event did Elijah participatein to show that God
wasthetrue God and not Baal ? | Kings 18:36-38.

7. What three men were saved by God for not bowing
downto goldenidols?Daniel 3:14, 16, 18. How did God
savethem?

8. What other thingsdoesthe Bibletell usto avoid wor-
shipping?Deuteronomy 17:3.

NOTE: Weadll needto watch that wedo not put anything
before God. God gaveusall our treasures, and we want
to becareful that wedo not think moreof thethingsaround
usthaninthinking of God.
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LESSON |
THE 7TH DAY SABBATH

ScriptureReading: |saiah 56:1-7.
Golden Text: Exodus20:10.

" But theseventh day isthesabbath of theLORD
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any wor k, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter, they manservant, nor thy
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates.”

1. What did God do when hefinished creating the heav-
ensand theearth? Genesis2:1-3.

2. Onwhich day should weworship the Lord? Exodus
20:8-11.

3. What happened to the children of I1srael when they
worked on the Sabbath? Exodus 331:14-17.

4. Whenthechildren of Isragl polluted the Sabbath, what
did God say hewould do? Ezekidl 20:21.

5. How will you ddight yoursdf inthe Lord?Isaiah 58:12-
14.

6. What will theLord giveto the peoplewho keep His
Sabbath and do the thingsthat please Him? | saiah 56:4-
6.

7. What did Jesus do on the Sabbath? L uke 4:16.

8. Did Jesuschangethe day that the Sabbath wasto be
kept? Hebrews4:4-11.

LESSON I
STEALING
ScriptureReading: Malachi 3:7-15.

Golden Text: Exodus?20:15.
"Thou shalt not steal."
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1. Whowiill natinherit the Kingdom of God?I Corinthians
6:9-10.

2. What arewetold nottodoin Leviticus19:137?

3. Who did Jesus say was athief and arobber? John
10:1, 8-11.

4. Usually stealing isaccompanied by other sins. Name
onein Luke 10:30.

5. What happened because one man had stolen money
that was not his? John 12:3-6; 18:2-5.

6. What treasures can thieves not stea ? M atthew 6:19-
20.

7. What was called aden of thieves?Mark 11:17.
8. Who was crucified with Jesus? M atthew 27:38.

9. What was told to those who have once stolen?
Ephesians4:28.

LESSON IV
LYING
ScriptureReading: |11 Kings5:20-27.
Golden Text: Exodus20:16.
"Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbor."
1. Whoisthefather of all lies? John 8:44.

2. What was Cain'sanswer tothe Lord in Genesis4:9-
10?Could hisliehidehisevil deed?

3. Whoisaliar?l John 2:22.
4. What will happentoal liars?Revelation 21:8.

5. What was Peter'slie? M atthew 26:71-75.
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6. Whoisbetter than aliar? Proverbs 19:22.
7. What does| John 2:4 state?

8. What was the result of Gehazi's greed and lies? |
Kings5:27.

9. What arelying lips? Proverbs 12:22.

MOUNTAINS

Usethe name of the mountain to complete each sen-
tence below. Look up the Bible versesfor help.

1. Noah'sark cameto rest on the mountains of
(Genesis 8:4).

2. God gave Moses the Ten Commandments on
Mount (Exodus 31:18).

3. Joshua was buried on Mount
24:30).

(Joshua

4. God proved that He is the true God on Mount
(I Kings 18:20,39).

5. God spoke with Elijah on Mount (I Kings
19:8-9).

6. Jesustaught His disciples on the Mount of
(Matthew 24:3).
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JEANNIE
LEARNS ABOUT
THANKSGIVING
by Dorothy Walter

It was Thanksgiving morning, Jeanniewashelp-
ing Grandma in thekitchen, or at least shewas sup-
posed to be helping. Right now she was standing
till, holding the cup she was supposed to be wip-
ing.

She looked out of the window at the gray day
outside. Heavy clouds hung low, and the sky looked
asif snow would start to fall any minute. Adry leaf
went scooting acrosstheyard ahead of the old, damp
wind.

As Jeannie watched, a big wet tear landed on
the cup which she was holding. In a moment an-
other fell, and another. Jeannie wiped the back of
her hand across her eyes. Grandma looked up. She
saw atear splash on thecup. " Here, now, " shesaid
smilingly. " You're supposed to be getting the cup
dry, but you're making it wetter."

Jeannie tried to giggle, as she knew Grandma
wastryingto cheer her up. But thegiggleonly turned
into a sob. Grandma patted Jeannie on the back.
"Try not to think about it, honey; thinking about
our troubles never helps. And sometimes it makes
them look bigger than they really are.”

But | can't help thinking about it, Grandma.
After all, today is Thanksgiving. And nothing isthe
way it ought to be." "I know," Grandma sympa-
thized. " | wish the family could be together the way
they usually are, but it couldn't be this year."

"1 wish it weren't Thanksgiving," said Jeannie.
That makesit worse. | wish today were just an ordi-
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nary day. Having Thanksgiving when you don't have
anything to be thankful for isno fun at all.”

Grandma looked surprised. " Nothing to be
thankful for!™ she exclaimed. " Why, Jeannie. You
don't mean that."

"1 do, too," Jeannie declared. She blinked hard
to hold back thetearsthat wereabout tofall. " There
won't be any company or anything. Only us."

"|s that what you think Thanksgiving is?"
Grandma questioned. " Just a day for company and
abigdinner?" "We-e-e-ll" said Jeannie." Isn't that
mostly what it is? Of course, we're supposed to be
thankful on that day. But then you've got to have
something to be thankful for." " And you don't?"
asked Grandma.

Jeannie shook her head. " Not much, anyway."

Grandma didn't say any more about that then,
but Jeannie could see that she was still thinking
about it.

When thedishesweredone Grandma said, " Let's
run over tothe Monson'shousefor aminute. | want
to take them something."

Jeannieran to get her coat. When shewasready
shefound Grandma in the pantry packing a basket.
She watched as Grandma put into the basket most
of the things they had baked for their own Thanks-
giving dinner.

" Grandma!" sheexclaimed. " You'regiving our
dinner away. We won't have anything for dinner."

We have plenty left,” Grandma assured her.
" See, there's another pie."

Jeanniehad never been to the Monson home be-
fore. She had never seen such a poor home. There
were no rugs on the floor. There was no nice furni-
turelike Grandma's. The children were ragged and
dirty. There were no good smells of cooking in the
house.

When Grandma had given them the basket, the
family thanked her again and again. They would
have had no Thanksgiving dinner if Grandma had
not brought the basket.

Jeannie thought about the Monsons all the way
home. Shewondered what it would beliketo livein
a home like that instead of her own pleasant one.
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She was glad for her home, even if she did have to
be away from it this Thanksgiving because Daddy
and Mother were on a businesstrip.

When they reached home Grandma hurried
around getting dinner. She went to the cellar and
brought up some home-canned string beans. She
fixed some mashed potatoes and gravy. Homemade
cottage cheese, fresh wholewheat bread and butter,
milk, and pumpkin pie made therest of the Thanks-
giving dinner. But as she thought of the Monsons,
Jeannie was sure she had never eaten such a deli-
cious dinner. She tried to count how much she had
and how little some others had. She knew that she
had much to be thankful for.

When she finished the last of the pumpkin pie,
she said shyly, " | think I've learned about Thanks-
giving Grandma. " Thanksgiving is more than just
aday. It'safedlinginsideof you, isn'tit?" Shelooked
around the pleasant room. She thought about her
home and theloving Father and Mother who would
soon come for her. " It's a nice day after all,” she
said happily.
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