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Be Thankful When Called by Almighty God
by Bibi Shimoon Allicock

Guyana South America
2=

GodinHisinfinitewisdom mademaninHisownim-
ageand likenessto giveglory and honour unto Him. Itis
said of the 24 eldersin Reveation: "Thefour and twenty
eldersfall down before him that sat on thethrone, and
worship himthat liveth for ever and ever, and cast their
crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O
Lord, toreceiveglory and honour and power: for thou
hast created all things, and for thy pleasurethey areand
werecreated”" (Revelation4:10-11).

Although Almighty God madeusin Hislikeness
andimage, whichiswritten for our learning so that we
must adhere unto Him, yet it pleased man toworship the
host of heaven and images of people and things they
deemedtobegod. Theapostle Paul declaredintheBook
of Romans. "For thewrath of God isreved ed from heaven
againgt dl ungodlinessand unrighteousness of men, who
hold thetruth in unrighteousness, Becausethat which may
beknown of Godismanifest inthem; for God hath showed
it unto them. For theinvisiblethingsof himfromthecre-
ation of theworld are clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they arewithout excuse: Becausethat,
whenthey knew God, they glorified him not as God, nei-
ther werethankful; but becamevaininther imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing them-
selvesto bewise, they becamefools, And changed the
glory of theuncorruptible God into animage madeliketo
corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and
creepingthings' (Romans1:18-23).

Therefore, asthe wrath of God was upon them,
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He gavethem over unto areprobate mind. "Wherefore
God al so gavethem up to uncleannessthrough thelusts
of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies be-
tween themselves. Who changed thetruth of Godintoa
lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than
the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this
cause God gave them up unto vile affections:. for even
their women did changethe naturd useintothat whichis
against nature: And likewise also themen, leaving the
natural useof thewoman, burnedintheir lust onetoward
another; men with menworking that whichisunseemly,
and receiving inthemsel vesthat recompense of their er-
ror which was meet. And even asthey did not liketo
retain God intheir knowledge, God gavethemovertoa
reprobate mind, to do those thingswhich are not conve-
nient; Being filled with al unrighteousness, fornication,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbit-
ers, hatersof God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors
of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understand-
ing, covenant-breakers, without natura affection, impla-
cable, unmerciful: Who knowing thejudgment of God,
that they which commit such thingsareworthy of death,
not only do the same, but have pleasurein them that do
them” (Romans1:24-32).

Bethankful when caled by Almighty God because
itisaprivilegewhen someoneiscaled by Him. Abraham
was one called by Him, and he moved with reverence
and obedienceunto Him. "Now theLORD had said unto
Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kin-
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dred, and from thy father'shouse, unto aland that | will
show thee: And | will make of theeagreat nation, and |
will blessthee, and makethy name great; and thou shalt
beablessing: And | will blessthemthat blessthee, and
cursehimthat curseththee: andintheeshdl al familiesof
the earth be blessed. So Abram departed, asthe LORD
had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram
was seventy and five years old when he departed out of
Haran. And Abram took Sarai hiswife, and Lot his
brother's son, and all their substancethat they had gath-
ered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and
they went forthto gointo theland of Canaan; andintothe
land of Canaanthey came...AndAbramwasvery richin
cattle, insilver, andin gold...And the LORD said unto
Abram, after that L ot was separated from him, Lift up
now thine eyes, and look from the place wherethou art
northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:
For al theland which thou seest, to thee will | giveit, and
tothy seedfor ever. And | will makethy seed asthedust
of the earth: so that if aman can number the dust of the
earth, then shall thy seed also benumbered. Arise, walk
throughthelandinthelength of it andinthe breadth of it;
for I will giveit untothee. Then Abramremoved histent,
and came and dwelt inthe plain of Mamre, whichisin
Hebron, and built therean altar untothe LORD" (Gen-
esis12:1-5; 13:2; 14-18).

Abraham was very thankful because, aswe can
see, when hedwelt in Hebron he built an dtar toworship
and thank Almighty God for Hisgoodnesstowardshim.
Alsohewasvery faithful and obedient. "By faithAbraham,
when hewas called to go out into aplacewhich heshould
after receivefor aninheritance, obeyed; and hewent out,
not knowing whither hewent. By faith he sojournedin
theland of promise, asin astrange country, dwellingin
tabernacleswith | saac and Jacob, the heirswith him of
thesamepromise: For helooked for acity which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker isGod...By faith
Abraham, when hewastried, offered up Isaac: and he
that had received the promises offered up hisonly begot-
tenson. Of whomitwassaid, Thatinlsaac shall thy seed
becalled: Accountingthat God wasabletoraisehimup,
evenfromthedead; fromwhenceaso hereceived himin
afigure" (Hebrews11:8-10; 17-19).

Many are called, but few are chosen. Let ustry
our utmost best to beamong thechosenfew. Christ teeches
ondiscipleship. "Andtherewent great multitudeswith
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him: and heturned, and said unto them, If any man come
to me, and hate not hisfather, and mother, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and hisownllife
also, he cannot be my disciple...For which of you, in-
tending to build atower, Sitteth not down first, and counteth
thecogt, whether hehave sufficient tofinishit? Lest haply,
after hehath laid thefoundation, and isnot abletofinish
it, dl that behold it beginto mock him, Saying, Thisman
beganto build, and was not abletofinish. Or what king,
going to makewar against another king, sitteth not down
first, and consulteth whether hebeablewith ten thousand
to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thou-
sand? Or else, whilethe other isyet agreat way off, he
sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not
all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple...And whoso-
ever doth not bear hiscross, and come after me, cannot
bemy disciple...Satisgood: butif thesalt havelost his
savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned? Itisneither fit
for theland, nor yet for the dunghill; but men cast it out.
Hethat hath earsto hear, let himhear" (Luke 14:25-26;
28-33; 27; 34-35).

Wemust bevery thankful when called by Almighty
God becauseHeisarewarder of themthat diligently seek
Him: Thusthereisablessing for thosewho hear and do
accordingly. Asour Lord wasemphasizing onthe par-
ableof thesoils, indicating of our caling, He admonished
to be grounded and bear fruit. "Andthedisciplescame,
and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in
parables? He answered and said unto them, Becauseit
isgiven unto you to know the mysteries of thekingdom
of heaven, but tothemitisnot given" (Matthew 13:10-
11). Weseeherethat thosethat are called get achance
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. "For
whosoever hath, to him shall begiven, and heshdl have
more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall
betaken away even that he hath. Therefore speak | to
them in parables: becausethey seeing seenot; and hear-
ingthey hear not, neither do they understand. Andinthem
isfulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing
yeshdl hear, and shal not understand; and seeing yeshall
see, and shall not perceive: For thispeople'sheart is
waxed gross, and their earsaredull of hearing, and their
eyesthey have closed; lest at any timethey should see
with their eyesand hear with their ears, and should un-
derstand with their heart, and should be converted, and |
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should heal them" (Matthew 13:12-15). "But blessed
areyour eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.
For verily | say unto you, That many prophetsand righ-
teous men havedesired to seethosethingswhich ye see,
and have not seen them; and to hear thosethingswhich
yehear, and havenot heard them” (Matthew 13:16-17)...
"Wherefore, my bel oved brethren, | et every man be swift
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For thewrath of
man worketh not therighteousness of God. Wherefore
lay apart dl filthinessand superfluity of naughtiness, and
receivewith meeknessthe engrafted word, whichisable
to saveyour souls. But beyedoersof theword, and not
hearersonly, deceiving your own selves. For if any bea
hearer of theword, and not adoer, heislike unto aman
beholding hisnatural faceinaglass: For he beholdeth
himsdf, and goeth hisway, and sraightway forgettethwhat
manner of man hewas. But whoso looketh into the per-
fect law of liberty, and continueth therein, hebeing not a
forgetful hearer, but adoer of thework, thisman shall be
blessedin hisdeed" (James1:19-25). Many arecalled,
but few are chosen. Solet uslook at the parable of the
labourers. "For thekingdom of heavenislike untoaman
that isan househol der, which went out early inthemorn-
ingto hirelabourersinto hisvineyard. And when hehad
agreed with thelabourersfor apenny aday, he sent them
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into hisvineyard. And hewent out about thethird hour,
and saw othersstanding idleinthemarketplace, And said
unto them; Goyea sointothevineyard, and whatsoever
isright I will giveyou. Andthey went their way. Againhe
went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise.
And about the e eventh hour hewent out, and found oth-
ersstandingidle, and saith unto them, Why stand yehere
al theday idle? They say unto him, Becauseno man hath
hired us. Hesaith unto them, Goyedsointothevineyard;
and whatsoever isright, that shall yereceive. Sowhen
evenwas come, thelord of thevineyard saith unto his
steward, Call thelabourers, and givethemtheir hire, be-
ginning fromthelast unto thefirst. Andwhenthey came
that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received
every man apenny. But when thefirst came, they sup-
posed that they should havereceived more; and they like-
wisereceived every man apenny. And whenthey had
received it, they murmured against the goodman of the
house, Saying, Theselast havewrought but one hour, and
thou hast madethem equa unto us, which have bornethe
burden and heat of the day. But he answered one of
them, and said, Friend, | do theenowrong: didst not thou
agreewithmefor apenny? Takethat thineis, and gothy
way: | will giveuntothislast, even asuntothee. Isit not
lawful for meto dowhat | will with mine own?Isthine
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eyeevil, becausel am good? Sothelast shall befirst,
and thefirst last: for many be called, but few chosen”
(Matthew 20:1-16). We see here that some of them
were not thankful for their payment after being called.
Thusthey murmured at their payment, but we have seen
they agreed for the penny; and we must understand if
someof usare sixty yearsor thirty yearsor two yearsor
two hoursin thevineyard, it isthe same penny weall
agreedfor. Our Lord emphasized: "No man can come
to me, except the Father which hath sent medraw him:
and | will raisshimup at thelast day. Itiswritteninthe
prophets, Andthey shall bedll taught of God. Every man
thereforethat hath heard, and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me. Not that any man hath seen the Father,
savehewhichisof God, he hath seenthe Father. Verily,
verily, | say untoyou, Hethat believeth on me hath ever-
lasting life. 1 amthat bread of life. Your fathersdid eat
mannain thewilderness, and aredead. Thisisthebread
which cometh down from heaven, that aman may eat
thereof, and not die. | amtheliving bread which came
down from heaven: if any man eat of thisbread, he shall
livefor ever: and the bread that | will giveismy flesh,
which | will givefor thelifeof theworld" (John 6:44-51).
"The Jewstherefore strove among themsel ves, saying,
How can thisman give ushisfleshto eat? Then Jesus
said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except ye
eat theflesh of the Son of man, and drink hisblood, ye
havenolifeinyou. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh
my blood, hath eternal life; and | will raisehimup at the
last day. For my fleshismeat indeed, and my bloodis
drink indeed. Hethat eateth my flesh, and drinketh my
blood, dwellethinme, and | inhim. Astheliving Father
hath sent me, and | live by the Father: so hethat eateth
me, even he shall live by me. Thisisthat bread which
came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat
manna, and aredead: hethat esteth of thisbread shall live
for ever. Thesethingssaid hein the synagogue, ashe
taught in Capernaum. Many therefore of hisdisciples,
when they had heard this, said, Thisisan hard saying;
who can hear it? When Jesusknew in himself that his
disciplesmurmured at it, he said unto them, Doth thisof -
fend you? What and if ye shall seethe Son of man as-
cend up where he was before? It is the spirit that
quickeneth; theflesh profiteth nothing: thewordsthat |
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they arelife. But
there are some of you that believe not. For Jesusknew
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from the beginning who they werethat believed not, and
who should betray him. And hesaid, Thereforesaid |
unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were
givenunto himof my Father. Fromthat timemany of his
discipleswent back, and walked no morewithhim. Then
said Jesusunto thetwelve, Will yealso go away? Then
Simon Peter answered him, Lord, towhom shall wego?
thou hast thewords of eternal life. Andwebelieveand
are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of theliving
God. Jesusansweredthem, Havenot | chosenyoutwelve,
andoneof youisadevil?' (John 6:52-70). Inthebook
of Hebrews, therewere other brethren who, when being
caled, werethankful for their calling. Thus, they served
withfaithand arenow awaiting the promisethat wasprom-
ised unto them. "Through faith we understand that the
worldswereframed by theword of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of thingswhich do appear.
By faith Abel offered unto God amoreexcellent sacrifice
than Cain, by which heobtained witnessthat hewasrigh-
teous, God testifying of hisgifts: and by it he being dead
yet speaketh. By faith Enochwastrand ated that he should
not see death; and was not found, because God had trans-
lated him: for before histrand ation he had thistestimony,
that he pleased God. But without faithitisimpossibleto
please him: for hethat cometh to God must believethat
heis, andthat heisarewarder of themthat diligently seek
him. By faith Noah, being warned of God of thingsnot
seen asyet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the sav-
ing of hishouse; by thewhich he condemned theworld,
and became heir of the righteousnesswhichisby faith”
(Hebrews11:3-7). Moseswasvery thankful for being
called by Almighty God, so that herefused to be called
the son of Pharaoh'sdaughter; hewould rather to be af -
flicted with the peopleof God. "By faith Moses, when he
was come to years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’'sdaughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasuresof sin
for aseason; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
richesthan thetreasuresin Egypt: for he had respect unto
therecompenseof thereward. By faith heforsook Egypt,
not fearing thewrath of theking: for heendured, asseeing
himwhoisinvisble. Throughfaith hekept the passover,
and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the
firstborn should touch them. By faith they passed through
the Red seaasby dry land: which the Egyptiansassaying
todoweredrowned" (Hebrews11:24-29). Alsooth-
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erswerethankful for being called; they did what they had
todoinserviceto Almighty God, as Sarah, | saac, Jacob,
Paul, Matthew, etc., "Who through faith subdued king-
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, sopped
the mouths of lions, Quenched theviolence of fire, es-
caped the edge of the sword, out of weaknessweremade
strong, waxed vdiant infight, turned toflight thearmiesof
thediens. Women received their dead raisedtolifeagain:
and othersweretortured, not accepting deliverance; that
they might obtain abetter resurrection: And othershad
triad of cruel mockingsand scourgings, yea, moreover of
bondsand imprisonment: They were stoned, they were
sawn asunder, weretempted, weredain with the sword:
they wandered about in shegpskinsand goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom theworld was
not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains,
andindensand cavesof theearth... Therefore sprang there
even of one, and him as good as dead, so many asthe
starsof the sky in multitude, and asthe sand whichishby
the seashoreinnumerable. Theseall diedinfaith, not
having received the promises, but having seenthem afar
off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them,
and confessed that they were strangersand pilgrimson
the earth. For they that say suchthingsdeclareplainly
that they seek acountry. Andtruly, if they had been mindful
of that country from whencethey came out, they might
have had opportunity to have returned. But now they
desireabetter country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore
God isnot ashamed to be called their God: for he hath
prepared for themacity” (Hebrews11:33-38; 12-16).
Whereforemy beloved brethren, friends, and theworld
at large, let usbethankful and make our calling election
sureand do thethingsthat are required of us, so that we
can attain eternal life. "Whereby are given unto usex-
ceeding great and precious promises. that by theseye
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
thecorruptionthat isintheworld through lust...According
ashisdivinepower hath given unto usall thingsthat per-
tainunto lifeand godliness, through theknowledge of him
that hath called usto glory and virtue...And besidethis,
giving al diligence, add toyour faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge; And to knowledgetemperance; and to tem-
perance patience; and to patience godliness, And to god-
linessbrotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindnesschar-
ity (love). For if thesethingsbeinyou, and abound, they
makeyou that ye shdl neither be barren nor unfruitful in
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the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that
lacketh thesethingsishblind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.
Whereforetherather, brethren, givediligenceto make
your calingand election sure: for if yedo thesethings, ye
shall never fall: For soanentrance shall be ministered
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (11 Peter 1:4, 3, 5-11).
Amen.

My Prayer &
R 1A 1 Wi by Rodman Right

Dear God on high,
| offer up my lifeto You today,
To shape and mold it as You will,
In Your majestic way.
Please take my very soul
As a sacrifice to thee,
Destroy my will and make me whole
That | may once again befree.
Lead me with that Master hand
To where You would have me go,
Teach me those secrets grand
That | may full glory come to know.
Help melead a fuller life,

To glorify Your Precious Name,
Make me strong thru storm and strife,
My turbulent passions tame.
Take methru life's darkest hours
By the flame of Your sacred light,
Help me build a life that towers
Truly blest within Thy sight.
Help me grow morelike Thy Son
As| live my earthly days,

To love my neighbor judging none
Your humble servant prays.
A-men.
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BIBLE

QUESTIONS
AND
ANSWERS

Takenfrom Thelnstructor of Truth Part | - If you'd
liketo receiveahard copy of thisbook, send request to
The Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Sa-
lem, WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part21-THE TWO WITNESSES

QUESTION: What wasgiventoJohn?

ANSWER: “Andtherewasgiven meareedlikeuntoa
rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measurethe
templeof God, andthedtar, and themthat worshiptherein”
(Revelaion11:1).

QUESTION: What wastold in verse2?
ANSWER: “But the court whichiswithout thetemple

leave out, and measureit not; for it isgiven unto the Gen-
tiles: andtheholy city shall they tread under foot forty
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andtwomonths’ (Revelation 11:2).

NOTE: Thetempleinverse 1 representsthe holy city,
New Jerusalem. The outer court for the Gentilesrepre-
sentsthe earth. The holy city of verse 2 whichistread
downfor forty and two monthsor 3%2yearsistheearthly
Jerusdlem.

QUESTION: Duringthistimewhat will happen?
ANSWER: “And | will give power unto my two wit-
nesses, and they shall prophesy athousand two hundred
and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth” (Revelation
11:3).

NOTE: A thousand two hundred and threescore daysor
1260 daysare 42, 30 day monthsor 3%2years, the same
period of timementioned inverse 2.

QUESTION: What arethetwowitnessescalled?

ANSWER: “Thesearethetwo olivetrees, and thetwo
candlesticks standing before the God of the earth” (Rev-
eation 11:4).

NOTE: Some peoplehavetriedto speculateastowhom
thesetwo witnessesare. Sincethe Bible doesnot name
themweshal not try.

QUESTION: Will anyonebeableto hurt thetwo
witnesses?

ANSWER: “Andif any man will hurt them, fire pro-
ceeded out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies:
andif any manwill hurt them, hemust in thismanner be
killed” (Revelation 11.5).

QUESTION: What other power will they have?

ANSWER: "These have power to shut heaven, that it
rain not inthe days of their prophecy: and have power
over watersto turn them to blood, and to smitethe earth

withal plagues, asoften asthey will" (Revelation 11:6).

QUESTION: Attheend of their testimony what will
happen?
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ANSWER: “Andwhenthey shall havefinishedtheir tes-
timony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomlesspit
shall makewar against them, and shall overcomethem,
andkill them” (Revelation 11:7).

QUESTION: Wherewill their dead bodieslie?

ANSWER: “Andtheir dead bodiesshall lieinthe street
of thegreat city, which spiritually iscalled Sodom and
Egypt, wherealso our Lord wascrucified” (Revelation
11:8).

NOTE: Our Lordwascrucifiedin Jerusalem, Isradl. All
nationswill begathered against | sradl at the battle of Ar-
mageddon; and, initscapitol city, Jerusalem, will thewit-
nessesbekilled.

QUESTION: Will they beburied? How long will
they liein the street?

ANSWER: “And they of the people and kindredsand
tonguesand nationsshall seetheir dead bodiesthreedays
and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodiesto be
putingraves’ (Revelation 11.9).

QUESTION: What will thoseon theearth do? Why?

ANSWER: “ And they that dwell upontheearth shall re-
joiceover them, and makemerry, and shal send giftsone
to another; because these two prophetstormented them
that dwelt ontheearth” (Revelation 11:10).

QUESTION: What happened after 3%2days?

ANSWER: "And after three daysand an half the Spirit
of lifefrom God entered into them, and they stood upon
their feet; and greet fear fell upon them which saw them”
(Revelation 11:11).

QUESTION: What command cametothem?
ANSWER: “Andthey heard agreat voicefrom heaven
saying unto them, Comeup hither. And they ascended up

toheaveninacloud; andtheir enemiesbehedthem” (Rev-
eation11:12).
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NOTE: Thesaintswill beontheseaof glassintheair at
thistimewiththelifegiver Jesus. Thisiscalled thefirst
heaven. Therefore thismust bethe heaventowhichthe
two witnessesarecalled.

QUESTION: What will happen at thissamehour to
Jerusalem?

ANSWER: “Andthesamehour wasthereagreat earth-
quake, and thetenth part of thecity fell, and inthe earth-
quakewere dain of men seven thousand: andtherem-
nant wereaffrighted, and gaveglory to the God of heaven”
(Revelaion 11:13).

QUESTION: How doweknow that thiswill happen
under the second woe which isthe sixth plague or
trumpet?

ANSWER: "The second woeis past; and, behold, the
thirdwoecometh quickly” (Revelation 11:14).

BIBLE

TRIVIA

Answersto Trivia on page 19

1. out of awhirlwind
2. forgive others
3. tithes
4. wife
5. neighbor
6. Theophilus
7. consume the Samaritans with fire from heaven
8. pay their taxes
9. barley fields
10. Abraham
11. Benjamin
12. red pottage
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GOD'SFINAL WARNING

Many Chrigtian nationsintheworld have been blessed
and have prospered for many years. Yet they do not
recognizethat it was God who bestowed unto them all
theseblessings. God has set these nationsabovedl others
intheearth. Hemadethem plenteousin goods, in thefruit
of their cattle, andinthefruit of their ground. They have
lived in relative peace amongst the other nations, but
ingtead of being thankful, they have become stubborn and
rebel against God'sdirectives.

Prayers have been banned from school. The 10
commandments have been removed from public places,
because some people felt that it was not right to be
exposed to some specia religiousconcepts. Society now
scoffs and acts in total disobedience to God's 10
commandment law. God' sdirectivesareturned upside
down. They that indulgeinwickednessare set up high.

In Alberta Canada on January 14, 2018, The
L ethbridge Herald published “Pagan cultural festival
returnsto city of LethbridgeonMay 1.” Withit the City
of Lethbridgeispromoting alesson of Pagan spirituality,
asthe Pagan Cultura Festival returnsfor itssecond time
to southernAlberta. Inthisarticle, they say: “Inhopesto
help sharethe culture of Paganism, * unite communities
and spread true knowledge' of this faith, and the
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(misunderstanding) being that we do practicewhatismore
commonly known aswitchcraft. Hollywood has created
negativeimages of what paganismis, sothisfestival isa
great way to show theworld whoweredlly are.” Then
they continue: “Webelieveinabaanceof loveand dark,
like nature, we need balancein our livesand it'savery
harmoniousculture,”.

In today’s times, such morally destructive and
deceptiveunderstandingissocidly and politicaly declared
acceptable and good. God'smoral codeisturned upside
down. Theworld saysGod'slaw doesnot alow enough
“freedom of expression” and therefore is declared
politicaly incorrect to beadhered toin our modern society.

God has sent watchmen to proclaim warningsto His
people. Thesewarnings have been passed down to us
today thruthe Holy Scriptures. Weread of suchwarnings
inthefollowingtexts.

Isaiah 59: 12-15 “For our transgressions are
multiplied beforethee, and our sinstestify against us: for
our transgressionsare with us; and asfor our iniquities,
weknow them; Intransgressing and lying against the
LORD, and departing away from our God, speaking
oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering fromthe
heart words of falsehood. And judgment isturned away
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backward, and justice standeth afar of f: for truthisfallen
inthe street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth faileth;
and hethat departeth from evil maketh himself aprey:
andthe LORD saw it, and it displeased him...”

(Ezekiel 2: 4-6). “... Thus saith the LORD GOD.
Andwhether they, will hear, or whether they will forbear,
(forthey arearebellioushouse,) yet shdl know that there
hath been aprophet among them. And thou, son of man,
be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words,
though briersand thornsbewith thee, and thou dost dwell
among scorpions. be not afraid of their words, nor be
dismayed at their looks, though they bearebellioushouse”

Malachi 3: 7,13-14"...yearegoneaway frommine
ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and
I will return unto you, sayeth the LORD of hosts. But ye
said, wherein shall wereturn?’ “Your words have been
stout against me, saysthe LORD. Yet ye say, what have
we spoken so much against thee? Yehavesaid, Itisvain
to serve God: and what profit isit that we have kept his
ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before
the LORD of hosts?’

Inthe Old Testament the people were warned of the
fallowing consequencesand plaguesfor not following whet
Godtoldthemtodo. “All these cursesshall comeupon
thee, and overtakethee: if thou wilt not hearken unto the
voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do al his
commandmentsand hisstatuteswhich | command thee
thisday.” (Deuteronomy 28:15).

1-"For therichmenthereof arefull of violence, and
theinhabitantsthereof have spoken lies, and their tongue
isdeceaitful intheir mouth. Thereforeasol will makethee
sick in smiting thee, in making thee desol ate because of
thy sins. (Micah 6:12-13).

2—"TheLORD shdl send upontheecursng, vexation,
and rebuke, inal that thou settest thine hand unto for to
do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou perish quickly;
because of the wickednessof thy doings, whereby thou
hast forsakenme.” (Deuteronomy 28:20)

3- The LORD shall makethe pestilence cleave unto
thee, until he have consumed theefrom off theland, whither
thou goest to possessit. (Deuteronomy 28:21)

4—“TheLORD shall causetheeto be smitten before
thine enemies: thou shalt go out oneway against them,
and flee seven ways before them: and shalt beremoved
intoall thekingdomsof theearth.” (Deuteronomy 28:25).

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

“ And thou shalt become an astonishment, aproverb, and
abyword, among al nationswhither the LORD shdl lead
thee.” (Deuteronomy 28:37).

5 —"The stranger (or refugee) that is within thee
(amongst us) shal get up abovetheevery high; and thou
shat comedownvery low.” (Deuteronomy 28:43).

6—"Thou shadt est, but not besatisfied; and thy casting
down shall bein the midst of thee; and thou shalt take
hold, but shalt not deliver; and that which thou ddliverest
will I giveuptothesword.” (Micah 6:14)

7 —"Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap; thou
shdt tread the olives, but thou shat not anoint theewith
oil; and sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine.” (Micah 6:
15).

8—"TheLORD shall bring anation against theefrom
far, fromtheend of theearth, asswift astheeagleflieth; a
nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand;”
(Deuteronomy 28:49).

9—"Andyeshall beleft few in number, whereasye
wereasthe stars of heaven for multitude; becausethou
wouldest not obey the voice of the LORD thy God.”
(Deuteronomy 28:62).

10—"Thereforethussaiththe LORD GOD; Behold,
[, evenl, amagainst thee, and will executejudgmentsin
themidst of theeinthesight of thenations. Wherefore, as
I live, saiththe LORD God; Surely, because thou hast
defiled my sanctuary with al thy detestable things, and
with all thineabominations, thereforewill | asodiminish
thee; neither shall mineeye spare, neither will | haveany
pity.” (Ezekid 5:8,11).

11-"“Yetwill I leave aremnant, that ye may have
somethat shall escapethe sword among thenations, when
yeshall be scattered through the countries.” (Ezekiel 6:8)
“Thussaiththe LORD, The peoplewhichwereleft of the
sword found graceinthewilderness...” (Jeremiah 31:2)
“Andthey that escape of you shall remember meamong
thenationswhither they shal becarried captives, because
| am broken with their whorish heart, which hath departed
from me, and with their eyes, which go awhoring after
their idols: and they shal loathethemselvesfor theevils
whichthey have committed inal their abominations. And
they shall know that | amthe LORD, and that | have not
saidinvainthat | would dothisevil untothem.” (Ezekid
6:9-10).

12-"Behold, thewhirlwind of theLORD goethforth
withfury, acontinuingwhirlwind: it shal fal with painupon
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thehead of thewicked.” (Jeremiah 30:23).

Contrast the aboveto God'sfollowing blessingsfor
obedience:

(Deuteronomy 28:1). “But if thou shalt hearken
diligently unto thevoiceof theLORD thy God, to observe
andtodoal hiscommandmentswhich | command thee
thisday, the LORD thy God will set thee on high above
al nationsof theearth.”

(Deuteronomy 28: 11,12) “AndtheLORD shdl make
thee plenteousingoods, inthefruit of thy body, andinthe
fruit of thy cattle, and inthefruit of thy ground, intheland
whichtheLORD swareuntothy fatherstogivethee. The
L ORD shall open unto thee hisgood treasure, the heaven
togivetherainuntothy landin hisseason, and to blessall
thework of thinehand...”

(Proverbs 3: 5-6) “ Trust in the LORD with all our
heart; and lean not unto our own understanding. Inal thy
waysacknowledge him, and heshdl direct thy paths.”

If weacknowledgeHim, Hewill direct our pathsand
bring peaceinto our heartsand minds.

TheWatchman of the LORD

(Ezekid 33:7) Sothou, O sonof man, | haveset thee
awatchman unto the house of | sradl; thereforethou shalt
hear theword at my mouth, and warn them fromme.

The prophet is here reminded that he has been set
gpart asa"“watchman unto the house of Isragl” (seeadso
chapter 3:17-21). If therewereno dangers, therewould
be no need of thewatchman. Theenemy isever seeking
whom hemay devour. What God said to Ezekiel Henow
saysuntoall. “Watch”.

Jesuswarnsthisaswell inMark 13:37 “Andwhat |
say untoyou | say untoal, Watch.”

There are several things to consider from the
Scriptureswhen discussing being Watchmen and those
they aretowarn.

1. Theresponsihilitiesto theWatchman aretwofold:

a. Makesurethey “HEAR” theWord of God (Ezekid
33:7). Thewatchman must not only have eyesto seeand
amouth to speak, but earsto hear the Word of God as
from Hisown mouth. Thefirst necessity isto hear Him
andtoenter intelligently and sympetheticdly intoHismind
and purposes.

b. To“WARN themfromMe.” Warn them, because
thereisimpending danger; and warn them from Him, as
onewhoiswholly devoted to Hiswill. Thewatchman’s
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respong bility liesinmaking menfed their regpongibility to
God.

2. Responsibility of theWarned. The*wicked” here
areliteraly thelawlessand the watchman must observe
thar:

a. CONDITION.“...Owicked man, thou shat surely
die...” (Ezekid 33:8). Snislawlessness, and lawlessness
isdeath. Deathistheresult of aienationfrom God.

b. OPPORTUNITY. “WarnthemfromMe.” Through
the prophet they weredistinctly “warned of God.” Itis
sad to be deluded and deceived, but it issurely amercy
to befaithfully warned of our danger. “ ... except yerepent,
yeshal al likewiseperish” (Luke 13:3) was not spoken
inanger, butinlove. Thewarning comesfrom God just as
directly astheinvitation of Hismercy.

c. RESPONSIBILITY.“...if hedonot turnfromhis
way, heshall dieinhisiniquity...” (Ezekiel 33:9). The
warningis“toturn.” If heturnsnot, heshdl dieinhissins,
hisblood shal be upon hisown soul. Regenerationisthe
work of the Spirit of God; but conversion - turning about
at Hisbidding - isan act of our ownwill. The trumpet
warning of the law may be despised, and the trumpet
blower may bereckoned behind thetimes. Turningfrom
sinand having faithinthe LORD Jesus Christ istheonly
way into the Kingdom of God, which isrighteousness,
peace, and joy inthe Holy Ghost.

But if people in the land do not turn from their
wickedness (Ezekiel 33:28-29): God will lay the land
desolate, their pomp shall cease; even the mountains of
Isradl shdl bedesolate, that none shdl passthrough. Then
shdl they know that | anthe LORD, when| havelaidthe
land most desolate becauseof dl their dbominationswhich
they havecommitted.”

3. Attestation and Appeal of the Watchman to the
Wicked. Thefollowing arewordsfor the Watchmen to
deliver tothewicked.

a “...Asl live, saith the LORD GOD, | have no
pleasureinthe death of thewicked (lawless); ... turnye,
turnyefromyour evil ways forwhy will yedie...” (Ezekid
33:11). Thisistheagony of Divinelovethat founditsfuller
expression inthedying cry of Hisbeloved Son on the
atoningtree.

b.*...Father, forgive them; for they know not what
they do.” (Luke23:34). “TheLORD is... longsuffering
tous-ward, not willing that any should perish...” (2 Peter
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3:9).“...Hethat taketh warning shall deliver hissoul”
(Ezekid 33:5).

Thewatchmantellsthe peopleto listen to theword
that cometh forth fromthe LORD.

(Ezekid 33:31-33). “ And they comeunto thee asthe
people cometh, and they sit before thee asmy people,
and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for
withtheir mouththey shew muchlove, but their heart goeth
after their covetousness. And, lo, thou art untothemasa
very lovely song of onethat hath a pleasant voice, and
can play well on aninstrument: for they hear thy words,
but they do them not. Andwhen thiscomethto pass, (lo,
it will come,) then shall they know that aprophet hath
been among them.”

Oneof thewatchman’smain messagesto the people
isfor themtotrustinthe LORD.

(Jeremiah 17:7-10). “ Blessed istheman that trusteth
intheLORD, andwhosehopetheLORD is. For hesndl
beasatree planted by thewaters, and that spreadeth out
her rootsby theriver, and shal not seewhen heat cometh,
but her leaf shall begreen; and shall not be careful inthe
year of drought, neither shall ceasefromyieldingfruit. |
the LORD searchthe heart, | try thereins, evento give
every man according to hisways, and according to the
fruit of hisdoings”

God hasrepeatedly told us how we should act and
behave. Weareforewarned and should be prepared.

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and
what doth the Lorp require of thee, but to dojustly, and
tolovemercy, andtowak humbly withthy God?’ (Micah
6:8) “My son, forget not my law; but et thine heart keep
my commandments.” (Proverbs3:1). “If yefulfil theroya
law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour asthysdf, yedowdl:” (James2:8). Jesussad:
If yeloveme, keep my commandments (John 14:15).

Wearetold that if we keep God'scommandments
wewill receiveareward. “ And hethat overcometh, and
keepeth my worksunto theend, to himwill | give power
over thenations: And heshall rulethemwitharod of iron;
asthevessalsof apotter shall they be brokento shivers:
evenas| received of my Father.” (Revelation 2:26-27).
“Hereisthepatienceof thesaints: herearethey that keep
thecommandmentsof God, and thefaith of Jesus. Blessed
arethey that do hiscommandments, that they may have
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righttothetreeof life, and may enter inthrough the gates
intothecity.” (Revelation14:12 & 22:14).

Whatever you do:
Avoid your own will on any matter
(Matthew 26:39; John 4:34).

Don'tever goamply by feding (11 Timothy
1:7; 1saiah 1:17-18).

Study God'sWord (Psalm 119:105).

Consider providential circumstances
(Deuteronomy 8:2).

Consult with godly friends (Proverbs
11:14; Psam 1:1).

Ask God in prayer to revea His will
(James 1:5; 4:2).

“Andthisgospd of thekingdom shall be preachedin
theentireworld for awitnessunto all nations; and then
shdl theend come’ (Matthew 24:14). “Watch therefore:
for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.”

(Matthew 24.42)
Wich

therefore,

“l"f--

IS coming,

~Matthew 24:42 sk
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Thanksgiving
by David Royer

Whilerecently flying back to the United Stateswithout being required to wear aface mask, | thanked the Lord for
lifting most of the Covid requirementsand sparing my family fromthisvirus. We need to bethankful daily, not just on
occasion or Thanksgiving Day. How often do weforget to begrateful to friends, family members, or especiadly God?

To challenge usto be morethankful, here arethewordsto an old hymnwrittenin 1940 by Mr. and Mrs. Seth Sykes.
The Sykesweretraveling Evangdists, well-known inthe United Kingdom.

(1) Somethank the Lord for friends and home,
For mercies sure and sweet;
But | would praise Him for His grace
In prayer | would repest:

Chorus
Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul,
Thank you, Lord, for making me whole;
Thank you, Lord, for giving to me
Thy great salvation so rich and free.

(2) Somethank Him for the flow’ rsthat grow,
Some for the stars that shine;
My heart isfilled with joy and praise,
Because | know He's mine.

Chorus

(3) [ trustinHimfrom day to day,
| prove His saving grace;
I'll sing this song of praiseto Him
Until | see Hisface.
Chorus

Wefaced alifedifferent from what many of ushad known during the pandemic: Work fromhome, Socia distancing,
Quarantine, and Schooal interruptions. Folkshavelost jobs, Church family, friends, and the ability to socializewith
people how we used to interact. AsChristians, wemust retain our faith in God and spread joy and thankfulnessfor
what we have. Inaletter to the Churchin Thessalonica, Paul wrote: “1n every thing givethanks: for thisisthewill of
Godin Christ Jesusconcerningyou” (I Thessalonians5:18).
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'ARE OUR ELDERS

Blessed aretheold whose years add grace,
Whoselinesof age, have decorated their face.
Faiththeir crownandtimetheir adorning,
You areevening’sgraceto youth’sbright morning.

Blessed areyour hearts, grown tender with years
That heal withloveand dry hot tears.
Theperennia string of arareinstrument
That playsthe measure of sweet content.

How blessed arethe old when they relate
Of timesthey laugh at hostilefate.
For thethingsthey did and thought long ago,
Fresh couragewegain from thefaith that they show.

Blessed aretheir words, asong of praise
Of God'smerciful keeping and their long days.
Blessed aretheir memoriesand what they’ vesaid,
A guidetoour journey that liesahead.

Blessed are our el ders, our foundation of old,
Our appreciationfor you, will awaysbetold.
You' ve been our example; your work waswell done,

~ Our sunrise may continueto your setting sun.
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PV a

Winning iswonderful! Winning a Super
Bowl; winning a Stanley Cup; winning a
World Seriesisaremarkableevent, but one
that isattainablefor only afew people. But
thiswinning isabsolutely nothing compared
to winning the L ord Jesus Christ who can
be won by everyone. The Apostle Paul
wroteit thisway: "But what thingsweregain
tome, those| counted lossfor Christ. Yea
doubtless, and | count al thingsbut lossfor
theexcellency of theknowledge of Christ

~“Jesusmy Lord: for whom | have suffered
thelossof all things, and do count them but
dung, that | may win Christ, And befound

- inhim, not having mine own righteousness,

r""":',--"""--..ﬁ‘*“\ _whichisof thelaw, but that whichisthrough
“  thefaith of Chrigt, therighteousnesswhich
isof God by faith: That | may know him,
and the power of hisresurrection, and the
fellowship of hissufferings, being made con-
formableunto hisdeath; If by any means|
might attain unto the resurrection of the
dead” (Philippians3:7-11).

Like Paul, beforewe canwin Christ we
too mugt suffer thelossof dl thingsand count
them asdung. That doesn't mean that we
can't havethingsinthislife. It doesn't mean
that wemust al liveaspaupers. But what it
doesmeanisthat we cannot |et anything or
any person mean moreto usthanour Lord
Jesus. All things belong to the Father in
heaven and to HisSon, Jesus. Themost that
we can claim to possessis a stewardship

"That | May Win Christ"

By David Del_ong

thefellowship of Hissufferings. Ephesians 1:18-21ine o
formsus: "Theeyesof your understanding beingen-*
lightened; that ye may know what isthe hope afhis |
caling, and what therichesof theglory of hisi he

and every namethat isnamed, not only in thisworld
but alsointhat whichisto come.” It took theexceeding k.

greatnessof God'spower to raise Christ fromthedead. %
We may never completely understand

the Father's strength to raise His
and to seat Him at Hisright hand.
We may never suffer theway that
must enter thefellowship of Hissufferi
21 reads: "For thisisthankworthy, if am
sciencetoward God enduregrief, suffering wrongfully.
For what glory isit, if, when ye be buffeted for your
faults, yeshdl takeit patiently?but if, when yedowel
and suffer for it, yetakeit patiently, thisisacceptabl
with God. For even hereunto wereye called: becau
Christ also suffered for us, leaving usan example, th
yeshouldfollow hissteps.” | Peter 3:14-17 adds: "B
and if ye suffer for righteousness sake, happy areyeé:
and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubl ed;
But sanctify the Lord God inyour hearts: and ber
alwaysto givean answer to every manthat askethy
areason of the hopethat isinyou with meeknessan




fear: Having agood consciencgthat, whereasthey
spesk evil of you, asevildoers, t beashamed
that falsely accuseyour good conversationin Chrigt.
For itisbetter, if thewill of God be so, that ye suffer
for well doing, thanfor evil doing.” And | Peter 4:12-
19further informsus. "Beloved, think it not strange
concerningthefiery trid whichistotry you, asthough
some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice,
inasmuch asyeare partakersof Christ'ssufferings;
that, whenhisglory shal bereveded, yemay beglad
alsowithexceedingjoy. If yebereproached for the
nameof Christ, happy areye; for the spirit of glory
and of God resteth upon you: ontheir part heisevil
spoken of, but on your part heisglorified. But let
“ ’ none of you suffer asamurderer, or asathief, or as
an evildoer, or asabusybody in other men'smeatters.
Yet if any man suffer asaChristian, let him not be
a§hamed;hbut let him glorify God on thisbehalf. For
thefilneiscomethat judgment must begin at thehouse
of God: andif it first beginat us, what shall theend be
of-them that obey not the gospel of God?And if the
ighteousscarcely besaved, whereshall theungodly
ndthe sinner appear? Wherefore let them that suf-
b s fefaccording to thewill of God commit thekeeping
/ of their soulsto himinwell doing, asunto afaithful
cgtor."
oneof uscanwin Christ by our own righteous-
ess. We have no righteousness of our own. Isaiah
64:6tellsus. "But weareal asan unclean thing, and
all our righteousnessesare asfilthy rags, and weall
dofadeasaleaf; and our iniquities, likethewind,
havetakenusaway." Back inPhilippians 3:9weread:
"And befoundin him, not having mineownrighteous-

. fath.”
8 TheApostle Paul saidin | Corinthians 9:24-27:
how yenot that they whichruninaracerunall, but one

eceiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And ev-

A -

209
weanincorruptible. | therefores
as uncertainly; so fight |, not.a s
beateth theair: But | keep under my bod:
and bring it into subjection: lest that by any ¥
means, when | have preached to others; |
mysalf should beacastaway." 4

Paul istellingusall that weareinarace
for eternd life, but thegood thingiswecan
all winif werefaithful totheend. | canre-
member that when | wasin High School |
ran cross country. Thecourseswere usually
about threemileslong, but theterrainwas, at
times, ailmost unbearable. We ran uphill,
downhill, through forests, ongravel roads.
There were times when my side ached so*
much that | wanted to quit. | wasn't thefast-
est runner, but | dwaysfinished therace. How
good it felt torest after thosegruel ling races.
How good it will beto gainthe kingdom of
heaven after themany trialswegothroughin
thisspiritua racefor eternd life.

Andthebest prizewill bewinnin
for dl eternity!

Why Do We?

Why do we go our own separate way
When eachtimewedo, wefail?
By now we should know our sins make us pay,
Anddoingthem'sof noavall.

Why do wethink that our way isbest
Whenredlly, itistheworst?
Our arrogance seesthat we don't passthetest,
And doesn't put the Lord first.

Why do wetrust inthewisdom of men
WhenfathintheLordistheright?
Why do welook to the paganized pen
When Scriptureisall that bringslight?
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J u da.S, the disciple who betrayed Jesus, is
someone | spend quite a bit of time thinking about.

I find myself wondering how someone who lit-
erally walked with Jesusand talked with Him, shared
meals with Him and witnessed His miracles could
betray Him. How could he remain unchanged by
Jesus?

| find myself envious of the access Judas had to
the Son of God. An intimate, personal relationship.
Someone who knew what Jesus' favorite meal was,
the places He liked to visit and the sound of His
voice. How could He remain unchanged by Jesus?

| find myself wondering how many sermons Ju-
das must have heard. How many times did He hear
Jesus speak of His Father's love? How many times
did He see Jesus extend that same love to those
around Him? How could he remain unchanged by
Jesus?

I find myself wondering how Judas could have
allowed Jesus to wash hisfeet? How could he have
walked away from that intimate moment with Jesus
and enter into the presence of Satan himself? How
could he remain unchanged by Jesus?

I find myself wondering how Judas could have
led Roman Soldiers to the garden where he knew
Jesus would be praying. How could he have stood
before the Savior of the world with an army behind
him. Jesus on one side, Judas on the other. How
could he havekissed the cheek of the Onewho would
lay down Hislife for Judas? How could he remain
unchanged by Jesus?

Andthen | think about myself. And | think about
how | sometimes stand with my fist raised in rebel-
lion.

How sometimes | choose my way instead of His

way. How sometimes| tell Him not to messwith parts
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of my life that I want to control. How sometimes |
choose to leave His presence and allow my eyes to
wander to thethings of the world. How sometimes|
put my faith in people around meinstead of the God
before me. How sometimes | seek selfish ambition
instead of the glory of God. How sometimes| refuse
His best and settle for less. How sometimes | make
much of meand lessof Him. How sometimes| trade
Himfor temporary pleasures. How sometimes| serve
my own flesh and not a holy God. How sometimes |
let my eyes wander from the old rugged cross to a
shiny materialistic world. How sometimes | spend
time with Him and remain unchanged by Him.

How sometimes | am Judas.

But He loves me anyway. What kind of love is
that? It's a reckless, redemptive, restorative, rescu-
ing, relentlesslove. It'salovethat isheavy on grace
and overflowing with mercy. It's a love that holds
no record of wrongs. It's a love that is patient and
kind. It's a love that knows no beginning and no
end. It'salovethat surpassesall understanding. It's
a love that lays down its own life to rescue another.
It'salovethat leaves 99 faithful to seek out 1 whois
lost. It's a love that pierces the heart and changes
the mind.

And | must be changed by Him. | am respon-
sible for letting Him in to the deepest, darkest, and
most unholy placesin my heart. | haveto lay out my
mess and let Him clean it up. | have to relinquish
control of thethings| hold tightly to. | have to fol-
low His plan and not my own.

Judas was doing all of the right things on the
outside but He didn't allow Jesus to penetrate the
inside.

And that, my friend, iswhat scares me the most.

That we would walk around with the appearance of
following Jesuswithout ever being changed by Him.

Author Unknown
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BIBLE

TRIVIA

1. God rebuked Job (out of a whirlwind; from a high mountain; by the seashore). Job 38:1

2. Jesustaught that if we desireforgiveness we must (pay our tithes; forgive others; keep thelaw). Matthew
18:35

3. Malachi told the people to bring all the (food; tithes; animals) into the storehouse. Malachi 3:10

4. Job's (three friends; eldest son; wife) told him to curse God and die. Job 2:9

5. The Samaritan was a (good friend; relative; neighbor) to the one who fell among thieves. Luke 10:33-36
6. The Gospel of Luke was written to (Theophilus; Titus, Luke). Luke 1:3

7. James and John were rebuked by Jesus when they wanted to (go to the Temple; consume the Samaritans
with fire from heaven; follow Him to the mount). Luke 9:54-56

8. Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem to (the Passover feast; pay their taxes; pray). Luke 2:4-5

9. In order to obtain an interview with Joab, Absalom's servants burned his (house; barn; barley fields). 11
Samuel 14:29-30

10. (Job; Abraham; David) said he was but " dust and ashes." Genesis 18:27

11. Joseph asked hisbrothersto bring (more money; Jacob; Benjamin) when they cameto Egypt the second
time. Genesis 42:20

12. Esau exchanged his birthright for (a new robe; red pottage; gold). Genesis 25:30,31
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI

PAUL'SFIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY
(PART 1)

ScriptureReading: Acts13:1-13.
Golden Text: Acts13:3.

" And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid
their handson them, they sent them away."
NOTE: Wewill begin a study of the missionary jour-
neys of Paul and Barnabas. They will be traveling to
different areasand cities preaching to the people. You
may want to locate these places on your Bible maps
as we study about Paul.

1. Who could befoundinthechurch at Antioch (Syria)?
Acts13:1.

NOTE: Remember that Saul isalso called Paul.

2. Asthe brethren prayed and fasted, what were they
toldtodo?Acts13:2.

3. What did they do nextinActs 13:3?

4. From where did Barnabas and Paul depart, and to
wheredidthey sail ?Acts13:4.

5. Who was also with Paul and Barnabas on thisjour-
ney?Acts13:5.

6. Who were Bar-jesusand Sergius Paulus, and which
onewished to see Paul and Barnabas?Acts 13:6-8.

7. Withwhat was Paul filled?Acts 13:9.

8. Did Paul approve of Bar-jesus, and what happened to
him?Acts13:10-11.

9. Did the deputy believe in the doctrine of the Lord?
Acts13:12.

10. What did John do when they reached Perga? Acts
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13:13.
LESSONII|

PAUL'SMISSIONARY JOURNEY
(PART 1)

ScriptureReading: Acts13:14-43.
Golden Text: Acts13:38.

" Beit known untoyou therefore, men and breth-
ren, that through thisman ispreached untoyou the
forgiveness of sins'.

1. Wheredid Paul and Barnabas go after leaving Perga?
Acts13:14.

2. Whilein the synagogue, what was Paul asked to do?
Acts13:15-16.

3. NamefivethingsPaul spokeof inthesynagogue. Acts
13:17-26.

4. About who are verses 38 and 39 talking?Acts 13:37-
39.

5. Explaininyour ownwordswhat youthink Acts 13:41
means.

6. After the Jewsleft the synagogue, who talked to Paull,
and what wassaid?Acts 13:42.

7. Who followed Paul and Barnabas after the service?
Acts13:43.

LESSON |1

PAUL'SMISSIONARY JOURNEY
(PART I11)

ScriptureReading: Acts13:44-52.
Golden Text: Acts13:49.

" And theword of theL ord waspublished through-
out all theregion."
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Sabbath School L essons

NOTE: Inour last lesson, we learned that Paul and
Barnabasareat Antioch (Pisidia), and Paul preached
to the people in the synagogue. The people enjoyed
hearing his message, and he was asked to return next
Sabbath. We will now continue our lesson.

1. What happened the next Sabbath day?Acts13:44

2. What did the Jaws do when they saw thelarge gather-
ing?Acts13:45.

3. To whom was the gospel now to be directed? Acts
13:46-47.

4. How did the Gentiles react when they heard Paul's
words?Acts 13:48.

5. Wasthe Word of the Lord published throughout the
region?Acts13:49.

6. What was the action of the Jews toward Paul and
Barnabas?Acts 13:50.

7. Did the action of the Jewsdisturb Paul and Barnabas?
Acts13:51-52.

NOTE: Paul had been commissioned to bring the
"Good News' to the Gentiles. Prophecy was being
fulfilled. The Gentiles were glad to hear the Word of
God.
LESSON IV
ICONIUM AND LYSTRA
ScriptureReading: Acts14:1-18.
Golden Text: Acts14:7.
" And therethey preached the gospel.”

1. Wheredowefind Paul and Barnabaspreaching at this
time?Acts14:1.

2. A great multitude of Jewsand Greeksbelieved . What
did theunbelieving Jewsdo?Acts 14:2.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

3. List twothings Paul and Barnabasdidin lconium. Acts
14:3.

4. What was the ending result of Barnabas and Paul's
presencein lconium?Acts 14:4-6.

5. Who did Paul and Barnabasfind at Lystra?Acts 14:8.

6. What was necessary for this man to be healed, and
washe?Acts14:9-10.

7. What did the people do when they saw that Paul had
hedled theman?Acts14:11.

8. What did the people call Barnabas and Paul? Acts
14:12.

9. The people wanted to worship Barnabas and Paul.

What wastheir actionto the people gathered?Acts 14:13-
18.

b

e .-u}ﬁ-. ]
How God can stretch aloving hand
| do not know how it isso,
That streamsof loving water flow
Fromme.

ke SEe

| do not know how it could be
That ChristtheLordisseen
Inme.

| do not fully understand
How thelove of God can be seen
Through me.

But | don't haveto see or know,

Enoughthat Hehassaidit'sso
For me.

PAGE TWENTY-ONE




The Children's Page Story
children.
THE TALE OF A BLESSING "Mrs. Hawkins!" thelittlewoman cried. "How
nicel™ "I cannot come in dear. Just like to share on

TODAY'S MENU

LOVE, JOY, PEACE, LONGSUFFERING,
GENTLENESS, GOODNESS, FAITH,
MEEKNESS, TEMPERANCE

Thesunwashiding that Thursday asthewind and
leavesdanced their last fling beforewinter, whirling around
thesnug littlehomeson Mulberry Street.

TildaHawkinsstood squinting at thetelevision set
asthe picture stopped rolling and the clowns and huge
balloon figurescameintofocus. Shesmiled. "Well," she
said briskly, "itisgoing to beadifferent Thanksgiving for
usbut aniceone.”

Her eyeswent to the framed photos on the piano.
Her own dear Bill was gone now, and the children were
married and scattered acrossthe country. "NO, it won't
beabig celebration, butit will still be Thanksgiving!"

She beamed at the cat. "Smell that bread, h-m-
m?" Shehurried to thekitchen just asthetimer buzzed.
Humming afavoriteold church song, Tildaput onoven
mittsand lifted out thelarge pan of light brownrolls. She
sniffedand smiled. Still humming, sheturned out thesteep-
ingrollsand piledtheminalargebowl. Leavingtwofor
herself, she spread anapkin over the heated rollsand,
taking abreath, began to speak.

"Dear Father, thank you for allowing meto con-
tinueour custom of giving. Blessthisfood and blessthe
oneswhoreceiveit. Fill their homeandtheir liveswith
loveasyou havefilledmine. Blesseveryone, everywhere,
onthisday." Tildapushed, tremblingabit. "Thank you,
Father. InJesus name, Amen.”

For amoment, she stood there, held by emotional
pull of her concern for others. Then she pulled on a
sweater, picked up thebowl, and called, "1 will beright
back, Rupert.”

She darted out her back door and crossed to her
neighbor's back door. As she knocked, she heard
children'svoices, the TV, adog, and aman'svoice. The
door was opened by little Nancy Freeman, and Tilda
wondered how such atiny woman could have six husky
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Thanksgiving." Shegaveher theralls. "I hopeyou enjoy
them.” Withawaveshesaid, "Happy Thanksgiving" and
|€ft.

Nancy pushed the door shut with her foot as she
lifted the napkin. "H-m-m, homemadebread.”

Dick Freemanwalkedin. "What did you say?"

"Homemade bread. Mrs. Hawkins brought us
somefresh baked, homemaderalls. Takeawhiff."

"That was nice of her. Maybe you should have
asked her to eat with us." Then hefrowned, "NO, on
second thought, shewould probably rather bedone.”

Nancy wasnot listening. "Troubleis," she mut-
tered, "thekidswill not eat brown bread. Why not take
out enough for usand your folks, and you taketherest to
theMillers? | could save them, but, somehow, | would
rather share.”

Dick, nodding, leaned forward to peck hiswife
on the cheek.

"That isbecauseyou areavery niceperson.”

A moment | ater, Dick Freeman was crossing the
street tothelittlebrick house. LettieMiller answeredthe
door, but Mel wasright behind her. Two white-haired
persons peered through two pairsof round glasses. "Why;,
hello, Dick! Docomein,” Lettie spoke happily.

"No, thanks. | just brought you something to go
withyour dinner." Dick handed her the bowl and stepped
back. "Happy Thanksgiving...fromall of us." Heturned
tojog home.

"Oh Médl, look here!l Yeastrolls." Sheheld the
bowl. Md nodded, "Ddlicious!"

Shefrowned, so hefrowned. "But | made bread
pudding, and that is too much bread for us," she said.
Then shebrightened. "But wewill share, too! Wewill
take our pudding to the Sedbrooks! "

Together they marched to the closet, helped each
other with wraps, and walked rapidly next door.

Freckle-faced immy answered the door, followed
by Janie, Joel, Junie, Judy, and Irving. Irving wasthe
dog. Judy wasMrs. Sedbrook. "Why, hello,” shecalled,
"comein!"

TheMillerssteppedinside. Lettie began, "The
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Games and Puzzles

Freemanswereni ce enough to give us some homemade
bread. | had made abread pudding and thought..."

Mel picked up the story. "And that istoo much
bread for us, so wewant to giveyou our pudding.”

A deep, malevoicesad, "Did someone say, bread
pudding?" Jm Sedbrook appeared. Judy laughed. "That
ishisfavorite”

Lettieseyestwinkled. "Doyoulikeitwithraisin
and some chocol ate syrup dribbled throughiit, and then
theegg and milk mixtureto pour overit?' Sheheldouta
pitcher.

Jmsighed, "Oh boy, do I!"

TheMuillersboth nodded, said "Good," and turned
toleave, adding quickly, "Happy Thanksgiving."

"That wasniceof them." Judy paused. "You know,
sometimesyou begintowonder.” Shedid not finishthe
sentence but just looked at her husband.

He nodded. "You wonder if there are any nice
peopleleftintheworld.”

"Yes, people seem so wrapped up in themselves.”
Shetook abreath and chewed her lip. "You know, actu-
aly | haveanextrapie." Her eyeswerequestioning.

A moment later, young Jimmy was on hisway to
theold, two story house on the corner wherethe Rodgers
sderslived. Thenightwasnot long until LucindaRodgers
was going around the corner with acovered dishin her
handswhileher s ster wasgoing the other way with apot
of bright yellow mums.

It kept spreading. Each show of kindness pro-
duced more kindness. Inthe 1400 block of Mulberry
Street, acertain landlady, who had just acquired apot of
yellow mums, invited all of her rentersto bring the new
rentersand share her dining room.

Over on 21st Street, aretired teacher wasso in-
spired by thegift of afruit salad that shetook her specia
cranberry nut sal ad to the newlywedswho had just moved
next door from another state.

That isnot theend of thetale, of course. Anend
can never bewritten because ablessing once shared never
stops.

Answersto Love Verses - 1.of herbs, Proverbs 15:17 2.waters,
Song of Solomon 8:7 3.Knowledge, Ephesians 3:19 4.truth,
Ephesians 4:15 5.fear, Il Timothy 1:7 6.conquerors, Romans

8:37 7.owe, Romans 13:8 8.Breastplate, | Thessalonians 5:8
9.rebuke, Revelation 3:19 10.sins, Proverbs 10:12
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HOW GOOD ARE YOU IN BIBLE
GEOGRAPHY?

1. Jesuswasborn in ?

2. In what city did Zacchaeus climb a sycamoretree
in order to see Jesus?

3. On what sea did Peter start to walk to Jesus?

4. In what garden did Jesus go to pray before the
betrayal ?

5. Naomi and her husband | eft during afam-
ine and went to sojourn in the country of

6. Jonah refused to go to when the Lord first
commanded him to do so.

7. Job lived in the land of :

8. From what place did Lot and his family flee?

9. What is the place that is called the place of a
skull?

10. Saul and hissonsfell in battle at Mount :

'LOVE VERSES

Here are some familiar versesthat speak of love.
Can you supply the missing word?

1. " Better isa dinner where loveis..."
2." Many cannot quench love..."

3. " And to know the love of Christ which passeth
4. " But speaking the in love..."

5." For God hath not given usthe spirit of ;
but of power and of love..."

6. "...we are more than through him
that loved us."

7." no man anything, but to love one
another..."

of faith and love..."
and chasten..."

8. " Putting on the
9." Asmany as| love, |
10. " ...Love covereth all

Answersto Bible Geography

1.Bethlehem 2.Jericho 3.Galilee 4.Gethsemane
5.Bethlehemjudah-Moab 6.Nineveh 7.Uz 8.Sodom
and Gomorrah 9.Golgotha 10.Gilboa
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Autumn
by David DelLong

More gorgeous than therichest robe
Of any king or queen
Are Autumn leaves, around the globe,
That to mens' eyesare seen!




