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" And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and said
unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou
shalt conceive, and bear a son. Now therefore beware, | pray thee,
and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing:
For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come
on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the
womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the
Philistines." Judges 13: 2-5. Ordinary women are chosen by God to
doHiswork. Here, we see Manoah'swifewas chosen to bear Samson;
Hannah was chosen to mother Samuel; and later, Mary was chosen
to help raisethe Lord Jesus." May God bless our faithful Mothers!



-asting

& Prayer

by David Royer

Whileresearching theinternet for thisarticle, | discovered varioustypesand proceduresfor Fasting, including those
related to dietary and health programs. Instead of reviewing all these Fasting practices, | have concentrated my
remarkson Biblica Fasting.

DEFINITION (Source: https://www.hiblestudytool s.com/bibl e-study/topi cal -studies/what-exactly-is-fasting-al I-about.html)

Biblical Fastingisessentialy giving up food for aperiod of timeto focusyour thoughtson God. Whilefasting, many
peopleread theBible, pray, or worship. Fasting and itsvariousformsarefound throughout the Old and New Testaments
of the Bible over fifty times!

Fasting servesasapowerful meansof connectingwith God. Inthe Old Testament, peoplefrequently fasted during
times of profound sorrow or when they sought to humblethemselvesbefore God. Inthe New Testament, Fasting
becomesaway to draw closer to God, centering one’ sheart and mind on Him. Jesusexemplifiesthisin Matthew 4:1-
2, where Hefasted for 40 daysin thewildernessto preparefor Hisministry.

We are encouraged to keep our Fasting between God and us; as Jesusteachesin Matthew 6:16-18, we shouldn’'t
appear somber to signal that we' refasting. It'saprivate practice designed to foster aquiet, deep relationship with
God. Fasting often goeshandin hand with prayer, creating an intentional timeof worship, likeinActs13:2-3, where
early Chrigtiansfasted and prayed together, or in Luke 2:37, whereawidow faithfully fasted and prayed day and night.

Following the example of Jesusand the Early Church believers, wetoo, can draw near to God whileFasting. Hereare
severa other benefitswegainfrom Fasting:

e Fastingisabiblical way to submit yourself to God humbly. King David said, “.... | humbled my soul with
fagting....” (PsaAm 35:13).

e FadtingenablestheHoly Spirit to revea your true spiritual condition, resulting in brokenness, repentance, and
atransformedlife.

¢ Your confidenceandfaithin Godwill bestrengthened. Youwill fed mentdly, spiritudly, and physicaly refreshed.

SUMMARY: It'simportant to understand that Fasting isnot away to get abetter responseto prayer. Instead, true
Fasting isameans of fostering abetter, humbler approach to prayer.
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NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION (NIV) BIBLE

By David Royer

Accordingtothe Evangelica Christian PublishersAssociation, the New Internationa Version (NIV) Bibleisthebest-
sdling Bibletrandationin the United States.

Sales Rankings 2020 Sales Ranking 2011

1. NewInternationa Verson(NIV)
2. KingJamesVerson (KJV)

3. NewLiving Trandation (NLT)

4. English StandardVerson (ESV)

5. New KingJamesVersion (NKJV)

WOl AN

Observations:

e NIV andKJV rankingshaveremained stable since 2011.
o NKUV istrending lower, whileESV and NLT aretrending higherinsales.

WhiletheNIV isthebest-selling Bibletoday, the KJV isstill themost widely used Bible, with NIV being second. The
chart below was sourced from the Center for the Study of Religion and American Culture at IndianaUniversity-Purdue

Universty Indianapalis.

Top five Bible translations USED in America in 2014

» King lames Version 55% o New International Version 19% = All Other Translations B%

Mew Revised Standard Viersion 7% « New American Bible 6% » The Living Bible 5%
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STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THE NIV BIBLE

(Source: https://www.christianbook.com/blog/expl oring-the-strengths-and-weaknesses-of -the-esv-and- niv-transl ati ons-of -the-bibl e/)

Accessibility & Flow: TheNIV ishighly regarded for itsreadability and ease of understanding. Itstrandation
philosophy prioritizes contemporary language usage, making it suitablefor many readers, including those new tothe
Bible. TheNIV presentsthebiblical textinaclear and flowing manner. Thetrandationteam hastaken great care
to ensurethat theideas and concepts are conveyed smoothly, which enhances comprehens on and engagement.

Gender-InclusiveL anguage: Oneof the proported strengths of the NIV isitsdeliberate effort to use gender-
inclusivelanguage whereappropriate. Thisapproach strivesto promoteinclusivity and reflect amore balanced
representation of both gendersinthetext.

Gender-Inclusive L anguage: Thisnew trand ationincludesmore gender-neutral |language and draws
criticism from some conservatives who argue the changes can alter the theological message.

Sacrificeof Literal Precision: Toachievereadability and contemporary language usage, the NIV may
occas ondly sacrifice gtrict adherenceto theorigina wording or phrasing. Whilethismakesthetext more
accessible, it canlead to apotential lossof nuanced meaningsor cultural context found inthe original languages.

Potential for InterpretiveBias. Criticsarguethat the NIV sometimesexhibitsadegree of interpretivebiasinits
trandation choices. Whileit aimsto makethetext moreaccessible, somebelievethat certain theological or cultural
perspectivesmay influencethe rendering of specific passages. (I found adiscussion of thesediscrepanciesat https.//
isthati nthebi blewordpress.com/arti cles-and-resources/del iberate-mi strand ati on-in-the-new-internationa-version-
niv/)

It can be beneficia for readersto consult multipletrand ationsand engage in acomparative study to gainawell-
rounded understanding and clarification of biblical text. By doing so, readers can appreciatethe strengths of each
trand ationwhileremaining awareof their limitationsand devel oping adeegper connection with theWord of God.

Our Church, The Church of God (7th Day), usesthe King James Version of the Bible becausewebelieveit to be
themost accuratetrand ation of God’'sword from the original Hebrew and Greek manuscripts. TheBibleisthe
inspired, uniqgueword of God. It containsthe commandmentsthat welive by, exampleswe pattern our livesby, and
storieswetd |l our children. Itincludestheteachingsof our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the explanation of our
Chrigtianfaith. Itistheuniqueexpression of God swill toward man. Itisthevery foundation of the Church of God
(7th Day)'sreligioushdliefs.
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Mothers Day, 2026

By David Del_ong

Originally Mother'sDay wasatime used to celebrate
a pagan goddess, known in the Bible as the queen of
heaven (see Jeremiah 44:15-19). However, today weare
now smply setting asideatimeto honor our mothersand
thegodly mothersintheBible, aswell.

God be praised for our godly motherswho have set
our feet upon the path of the Bible, and haveinstructed us
intheway of righteousness. TheApostle Paul basically
wrote of thissamething to Timothy in 1l Timothy 1:5-6:
"Whenl| cdl toremembrancetheunfeignedfaiththat isin
thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy
mother Eunice; and | am persuaded that in thee al so.
Whereforel put theeinremembrancethat thou stir up the
gift of God, whichisintheeby the putting on of my hands."

Eve hastaken abad "rap" by probably millionswho
call themselves by the name of Christ. However, even
though shefell to thetemptation of the serpent, theL ord
apparently accepted her repentance by clothing herinan
animal'sskin (presumably from asacrificia animal). She
apparently became avery good mother because of the
way that Abel and Seth turned out. Let us, rather, re-
member her for being an apparently godly mother instead
of thefirst woman to sin against God.

Noah'swifea sowasan apparently godly mother. We
hear of no complaint by her against her husband, Noah,
inthepagesof Scripture, when Noah built theark over a
Also, her sons Shem and Japheth were godly men by
span of perhapsahundred years.

# .:iz'f . _ 3
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their actionstoward God and their father, Noah.

Sarah, most definitely, wasagodly woman. Of course
shemade her share of mistakesby going along with her
husband, Abraham's, half-liesabout being hissister. But
God blessed her richly through her of fspring and the prom-
isesHe madeto her husband and to her.

Rebekah was atrue example for al godly women,
today. Shewasahumble servant, sheexhibited truefaith
inthe Lord'sguiding hand, and shewasagodly example
tothemothersof Isradl. But, likeal motherstoday, she
was not perfect. She hel ped decelve her husband, 1 saac,
by tricking himto give Esau'sblessing to Jacob.

We often think of Rachel asbeing agodly mother, and
shemost definitely was. However, | would liketo spend
sometime and thought about her sister, Leah. Leahwas
not as attractive aswas Rachel, to Jacob. | canimagine
her feelingsof inferiority that she probably had. Weturn
to Genesis29:31-35to gan someinsght here. "And when
the LORD saw that L esh washated, he opened her womb:
but Rachel wasbarren. And Leah conceived, and barea
son, and shecalled hisname Reuben: for shesaid, Surely
theLORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore
my husband will love me. And she conceived again, and
bareason; and said, Becausethe LORD hath heard that
| was hated, he hath therefore given methissona so: and
shecalled hisname Simeon. And she conceived again,
and bareason; and said, Now thistimewill my husband

K
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bejoined unto me, because | have born him three sons:
thereforewas hisname called L evi. And she conceived
again, and bareason: and shesaid, Now will | praisethe
LORD: therefore shecalled hisname Judah; and left bear-
ing." Leah eventually ended up having six sons. And by
the namesgivento most of them, we can seethat shewas
avery godly mother, indeed.

Moses mother was also avery godly woman. She
did everything shecould to keep her son, Moses, aliveby
placing himinanark of bulrushes, and sending it out into
theNileRiver sothat Pharaoh would not kill theboy. She
eventualy ended up nursing him and apparently givinghim
agood background inthewaysof the L ord.

We know nothing, or almost nothing, about David's
mother, Daniel's mother, and Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abe-nego'smothers, but they too must have been very
godly women to raiseand influence David, Daniel, and
thethree young menwho were sent into thefiery furnace
fortheir faith.

On pagetwo of thisAdvocate we have aready men-
tioned Samson's mother, Samuel's mother, and Jesus
mother. They weredll outstanding mothersto their chil-
dren, directingthemintheway of theLord. But weaso
know nothing, or nearly so, about thetwelve disciples
mothers, who amost certainly directed their childrens
attention to Scriptures that, (at least as much as they
knew), pointed toward the coming of the Messiah. Ad-
mittedly, thedisciples knowledge of the coming of Jesus
was quite limited, and had to await until God (and the
Lord Jesus) instructed them personally from God'sWord.
But, they wereat |east |ooking for Him to somelimited
degree, aswe can discern from John 1:40-45: " One of
the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was

Andrew, Simon Peter'sbrother. Hefirst findeth hisown
brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the
Messias, whichis, being interpreted, the Christ. And he
brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he
said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shat becalled
Cephas, whichisby interpretation, A stone. Theday fol-
lowing Jesuswould goforthinto Galilee, and findeth Philip,
and saith unto him, Follow me. Now Philip was of
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip findeth
Nathanael, and saith unto him, We havefound him, of
whom Mosesinthelaw, and the prophets, did write, Jesus
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

Again, wewishtothank the Lord for giving many of
usmotherswhoinstructed usintheway of God. Andwe
wish to honor them as much aswehonor the godly moth-
erswho aregiven inthe Scriptures. The poem, below, is
dedicated to al of our mothers.

TheCommandment of God

Thefifth Command honorsour mothers
Aswell asour fathers, we know;
But to fully obey the commandment of God,
We must go beyond status quo.

Itisnotjusttosay that | loveyou,
Or to bring our dear mothersarose;
Itisnot enoughjust tosmileat her,
Nor to bein her picture, to pose.

We must show her our loveinthevalleys,
Aswell asupon mountain tops;
Andthenfor thewin, through al thick and thin,
Wego with her, until our time stops.
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WHO SAID THAT?

By David Royer

Answers on page 13

Try your memory skills. Identify, fromthelist below, “who saidthat” inthe King JamesBible.

1. Thisisafaithful saying, andworthy of al acceptation, that Christ Jesuscameinto theworldto savesinners; of
whom | amchief. Saidby:

2. What shall wethen say to thesethings?If God be for us, who can be against us?

3. ... said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless

4. Lovenottheworld, neither thethings that are intheworld. If any manlovetheworld, theloveof the Father is
notinhim.

5. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that lovethee.

6. Discretionshall preservethee, understanding shall keep thee:

7. Andtherain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and
great wasthefall of it.

8. Remember not thesinsof my youth, nor my transgressions. according to thy mercy remember thou mefor thy
goodness' sake, O LORD.

9. Andféll at hisfeet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let thisiniquity be: and let thinehandmaid, | pray
thee, speak inthine audience, and hear thewords of thine handmaid.

10. .....Tell me, | pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict
thee,

11. Heisnot here: for heisrisen, ashesaid. Come, seethe placewherethe Lord lay.

12........ staves?....... Cometo me, and | will givethy flesh into the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the

13. .....Dost thou still retain thineintegrity? curse God, and die.

14. ......Thou art more righteous than |: for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas | have rewarded thee
evil.

Select “Who Said That” fromthislist: David, Angel, Samson, Goliath, Mrs. Job, Saul, Delilah, Paul, Abigail, Boaz,
Timothy, John, Solomon and Jesus. (Two namesare used twice.)
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STORIES FROM THE BIBLE

THE BABY WHO HAD
TWO MOTHERS

King Solomon was so wisethat peoplefor milesaround
cameto himwiththelr troublesand asked hisadvice.
Oneday, two women appeared before the King, one of
them carried in her arms a baby, who she said was her
littleson.

"OhKing," cried thesecond woman, sheisnot telling you
thetruth. Welivein the same house, and we had babies
thesameage, but hersdied in the night, and she has sto-
len mine. Thechild you seeismy son, not hers." But the
other woman held the baby tighter and shook her head.
"No, no! It was her childwho died. Theliving childis
mine"

Thiswasahard problem to solve, because both women
were so sure they were right. Solomon thought amo-
ment. Then hecalled to hisservant.

"Bring measword. Dividetheliving childintwoand give
half to onewoman and half to the other."

Onewoman thought thiswas afair way to settle their
quarrel, but the other woman cried out quickly, "Oh, my
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Lord, giveher theliving child, andinnowiseday it. "But
theother woman said, "L et it be neither mine nor thine,
but divideit."

Then King Solomon knew that he had found the right
mother who loved her child so very much that shewould
rather give himto another woman than seehimkilled. So,
he put the baby in her arms, and she went home happy.

A MOTHER'S FAITH

When Jesuswastill on earth, Hewent about doing many
wonderful things. Everyonearound knew of hisfame, and
whenthey heard that Hewas near, they would al want to
see Him. Jesus never turned anyone down when they
asked to be healed or when they asked Him to heal some
of their loved ones.

Onetimewhen Jesuswasnear thecitiesof Tyreand Sidon,
where He had cometo be alone, awoman cameto ask
Hishelp. Thiswoman asaGentilewoman, and thedis-
ciples wanted to send her away, but she cried and fell
down and worshipped Jesusand said, "L ord helpme, for
my daughter isveryill andisgrievoudy vexedwithadevil."
Thetender heart of Jesuswastouched asit dwayswas
when hewould hear the cries of thosewho werein need.
He could seethat thiswoman had faith, but He decided
totest her faith further. Hesaid to her, "I am not sent but
of thelost sheep of Israel, thereforeit isnot meet to take
thechildren'sbread and cast it to thedogs." Sheanswered
Him by saying, "you areright dear Master, but the dogs
eat the crumbsthat fall from the master'stable.” Jesus
knew then that she had great faith, and he said to her,
"Truly you have grest faith, and your prayer isanswered
thisvery hour. Go homenow, and youwill find your daugh-
ter every bit whole, for the wicked spirit is now gone
fromher."

At thesewords, thewomanjumpedto her feet and quickly
obeyed Jesusfor shebdieved that her littlegirl waswell.
When shearrived home, shefound her lying upon thebed
resting quietly, for theevil spirit had left when Jesus spoke
theword.

Jesusdtill hearstoday. We must havefaithinHim and do
Hiswill, and Hewill hedl ustoowhenwearesick.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON
THE FIRSTBORN THREATENED

ScriptureReading: Exodus11:1-10.
Golden Text: Exodus11:1 (first part).

" And theLORD said unto M oses, Yet will | bring
pne plague mor eupon Phar aoh, and upon Egypt:"

1. TheLordtold M osesthat therewill beonemoreplague
upon Egypt. What will Pharaoh do after thisfina plague?
Exodus11:1.

2. What arethe children of Isragl to do, and what did the
Egyptiansthink of them and of M oses? Exodus 11:2-3.

3. What was God going to do to the Egyptians? Exodus
11:4-6.

4. Would any of the children of Israel be harmed, and
why did God do this? Exodus 11:7.

NOTE: Godwanted everyonetoknow that thechil-
dren of Israel werespecial toHim.

5. What did the Lord tell M oses about Pharaoh? Exodus
11:9.

6. Did Mosesand Aaron warn Pharaoh of what would
happen? Exodus 11:10 (first part).

7. Did Pharaoh | et thechildren of Israel go?Exodus11:10
(last part).

LESSON |
THE PASSOVER INSTITUTED

ScriptureReading: Exodus12:1-10.
Golden Text: Exodus12:2.

"Thismonth shall beunto you the beginning of
months: it shall bethefirst month of theyear to
ou."

1. TheLord spake unto Mosesand Aaron. What did He

PAGE TWELVE

tell them?Exodus 12:1-2.

2. Inthetenth day of thismonth, what werethe people of
Israel to do? Exodus 12:3.

3. If thehousehold wastoo littlefor thelamb, what were
they to do? Exodus 12:4.

4. What kind of lamb werethey to choose? Exodus 12:5.

5. How long werethey to keep the lamb up, and when
werethey tokill it? Exodus 12:6.

6. What werethey to do with the blood? Exodus 12:7.

7. How werethey instructed to roast thelamb, and what
werethey to eat with theflesh? Exodus 12:8-9.

8. Werethey toeat it al?What werethey to do with that
whichremained? Exodus 12:10.

LESSON 1
THE PASSOVER

ScriptureReading: Exodus12:11-20.
Golden Text: Exodus12:13 (last part).

"..and when | seetheblood, | will passover you
and the plague shall not beupon you to destroy you
when | smitetheland of Egypt."

1. How werethe children of Israel instructed to dress
whenthey atethe Passover? Exodus 12:11.

2. WhentheLord would passover theland of Egypt that
night, what would happen to thefirstborn of the land?
Exodus12:12.

3. What would happen in the houses where the blood
had been applied to the door posts? Exodus 12:13.

4. Thisday wasto beaday of memorial to thechildren

of Israel. How long were they told to keep it? Exodus
12:14.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

5. For how many dayswerethey to eat unleavened bread?
Exodus12:15.

6. What two days of theweek wereto beaholy convo-
cation? Exodus 12:16.

7. Inwhat month and on what day of the month were
they to eat unleavened bread? Exodus 12:18.

8. Wasthereto be any leaven found in their houses?
Exodus 12:19-20.

LESSON IV
THE FIRSTBORN OF EGYPT SLAIN

ScriptureReading: Exodus12:21-36.
Golden Text: Exodus12:29 (first part).

" And it cameto pass, that at midnight theLORD
smoteall thefirstbornintheland of Egypt...."

1. What did Mosesinstruct the elders of Israel to do?
Exodus12:21.

2. What did hetell them to do with the blood?Why was
it soimportant they do this? Exodus 12:22-23.

3. How long were they to keep or observe this ordi-
nance? What werethey totell their children when they
asked why they should keep this service? Exodus 12:24-
27.

4. Did the children of Israel obey Moses and Aaron?
Exodus12:28.

5. What terrible thing happened at midnight? Exodus
12:29-30.

6. WasPharaohwillingtolet thechildren of Isragl gothis
time?Werethe Egyptiansa so anxiousto seethem leave?
Exodus 12:31-33.

7. What did the | sradlitestakewith them?What had they
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taken from the Egyptians? Exodus 12:34-36.

NOTE: Themeaningof Exodusis"” departure.” The
Children of I srael departed or left Egypt.

Answersto" Who Said That" page 10
1. Paul, | Timothy 1:15
2. Paul, Romans 8:31
3.Boaz, Ruth 2:4
4, John, | John 2:15
5. David, Psalms 122:6
6. Solomon, Proverbs2:11
7. Jesus, Matthew 7:27
8. David, Psalms25:7
9.Abigail, | Samuel 25:24
10. Délilah, Judges 16:6
11. Angel, Matthew 28:6
12. Goliath, | Samudl 17:43-44
13. Mrs. Job, Job 2:9
14. Saul, | Samud 24:17

AnswerstoTriviaQuestion page 14
1.Giant Goliath
2. Johnthe Baptist
3. Samson
4. Nehemiah
5. Joseph
WORD SCRAMBLE

Unscrambl e these words about how Jesusgrew.
(For helplook in Luke 2:40-52).

Answerson page 14
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The Children's Page

Games and Puzzles

There are many famous women mentioned in the
Bible. Hereis a list of some of them. Can you fit
all the names in the list into the diagram? You
should be able to if you put them in the right
spaces. Thefirst oneisfilled in to give you a start.

EVE DORCAS
ANNA ESTHER
LEAH HANNAH
LOIS SALOME
MARY VASHTI
RUTH DELILAH
NAOMI REBEKAH
RAHAB ELISABETH
SARAH PRISCILLA

BIBLE QUIZ 1

From the following sentence descriptions, name
the person. Answers on page 13.

1. Hewas big and was killed by a stone.

2. He wore raiment of camel's hair and ate lo-
custs and wild honey.

3. Hewas strong, and his eyes were put out.

4. Hewastheking's cupbearer and helped to re-
build the walls of Jerusalem.

5. Hehad a coat of many colors.

HOHEH af the B.B’}-FE puxxlie
Happy Mother's Day

PAGE FOURTEEN

Answer to Scramble page 13: 1-WISDOM
3- FAVOR 4- STRONG 5- UNDERSTANDING

I
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SFQUESTS

We would ask you to pray for a greater subscription list and circulation of " The Advocate of Truth.”
You may do a wonderful missionary work by subscribing for your friends or by distributing them to
those with whom you comein contact. Many of you write in and tell us how much you appreciate the
paper, and for this we are thankful. However, if you enjoy the paper then there is no question that
otherswill enjoy it as much asyou. Plese solicit subscriptionswhenever it ispossiblefor you to do so.

Pray for more membersto be added to the Church. This should always be upon our hearts, that God
will add to the Church daily such as should be saved.

Pray that the Church will grow spiritually, and that the Spirit of God may take complete possession
of our hearts and livesrAlSo thatwemaybalchaspiritual chureh; a spiritual house in the nurture
and admonition of God.

Finally pray for those in authority in the Church, that they may always be led by the will of the
Spirit, and that nothing may be done for self-glory, but for the advancement of God's Church in the
earth.

Thank you and God bless all of you is our prayer.
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MOTHER ISTHERE
by Bertie | . Adams

As mother has been there for usto depend on,
As mother has been that special one
Who holds our hands as we learn to walk,
Who can be a leader in the Word of our Lord,
Who can keep her family in one accord,

A mother isthere when we skin our knee,
She can help at night those bad dreams to flee,
Sheis always there as the long days go by,
She helps dry those tears when we cry;,

As we grow older our mother is still there,
She can still be a leader and how that she cares,
She still gives direction as each day goes by,
Ason her wisdom and strength we learn to rely,
For all of the years God has blessed her to share,
With all of her family her special care.
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