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WAS JESUS A PHARISEE?
By David Royer

“If Jesuswas aRabbi, he had to be aPharisee”. | was
amazed to find similar statementswhen researching the
internet for thisarticle. Most authorstaking thisposition
areof the Jewishfaith.

A Rabbi today isaprofessiona Jewish person qualified
by academic studiesof the Hebrew Bibleand the TAmud
toact asaspiritud leader and rdigiousteacher of aJewish
community or congregation. For many generations, the
education of arabbi consisted ailmost exclusively of
Tamud studies. However, sincethe 19th Century, awell-
rounded, general education’snecessity and value have
been recognized. From the 14th Century, credentialed
rabbi-teachersreceived salariesto freethem from other

obligations. Source: The EncyclopediaBritannica, Rabbi; Last
Updated: Sep 21, 2023

InJesus’ time (during the 1st Century), the term rabbi
wasnot aprofesson, officid title, or membershipidentifier
but a generic term of recognition for a “master” or
“teacher”. Nave' sTopica Bible Concordance saysthe
literal Hebrew word “ Rabbi” means*my great one”, the
titleof aJewish teacher.

Jesus grew up among several Jewish sects. Themain
groups were the Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, and
Zedots. The Sadducees were religious Jews (mostly
Levites, nobles, and high priests). They included many
wealthier, urban “cosmopolitan” Jewswho believed the
Temple was the center and most crucial element of
Judaism. Sadduceesmade up part of the Jewish Council:
the Sanhedrin. The high priest was selected from this
sect. Their superior position wasthat “ common peopl€’
should not bother with understanding the Torah but should
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dotheir duty by paying their tithesand bringing sacrifices
totheTemple. The Sadduceesdid not believetherewas
lifeafter death and did not believein aresurrection. (see
Acts 23:8) Source: Bible Study Lessons at https://
www.bi blestudytool s.com/bible-study/topi cal-studies/
who-were-the-sadducees-in-the-bible.html

Another religioussect wasthe Pharisees. Most Pharisees
wereteachersand pastors, what the Jewi sh peopl etoday
cdl rabbis. They dsohad representation onthe Sanhedrin.
Compared to the Sadducees, they were poorer and
generaly morerural. They believedinanges, demons,
an“end of time”, aresurrection, and judgment by God.
Most of them strongly supported the renewal of an
independent Jawish kingdom. So, they werelooking for
a“trueking” (the Messiah) who would throw out the
foreignersandre-establishthenation of Israel. Pharisees
wereidentified aslocal teachersand managersof rura
synagogues in medium-sized towns. They were
proponentsof strict observancesof the Law aseach school
interpreted it and documented by local Scribes (legal
expertsand writersof official documents). Source: https:/
/www.bibl einfo.com/en/questions/who-were-the-pharisees

After the second Jerusalem Temple was destroyed in
approximately 70A.D., the Sadducees disappeared.
The Esseneswere scattered with the exile of Jewsfrom
Judea by the Romans. The Roman soldierseffectively
eliminated the Zealots. All that remained were the
Pharisees. Source: Bible Study L essons

Scripturestdlsusthat Jesusgrew up inthe small town of

Nazareth in lower Galilee, was raised as a Jew, and
observed the Sabbath and festivals. Hewould havegrown
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up spesking Aramaic and might havelearned atradefrom
his step-father. Most likely, He was sent to a Jewish
school attached to thelocal synagogue.

Originally, synagogueswere more community cultural
centersthan religiouscenters. They had multiple purposes
and functions, serving asacommunity center for local
Jewishgroups. Inadditiontother siritua roleof providing
alocation to pray, read, and interpret Scriptures, ancient
synagogues al so provided servicesto meet the physica
needs of people, offering them shelter and food while
traveling, aplaceto gather for social events, and aplace
to receive healing. Source:  https://
journal.interpreterfoundati on.org/the-role-and-purpose-
of-synagogues-in-the-days-of -jesus-and-paul/

Jesuswasmost likely taught to read Jewish Scripture by
aPharisee. On Sabbath, the Torah (thefirst five books of
the Old Testament) would have been read aloud in the
ancient Hebrew language.

Eventualy, Jesus obtained areputation asalearned man
of the Torah in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek languages.
Source: https://biblemesh.com/blog/did-jesus-speak-
greek? Although Jesuscould have memorized the Sacred
Scripturesof the Jewsin aschool at Hislocal synagogue,
thiswould not have made Him aPharisee. Jesusagreed
with some Pharisaic teachings. However, Henever did
so to the detriment of the Truth.

Some scholarstoday thusbelievethat Jesus debated the
Pharisees not so much as an outsider but as an active
participant in argumentsthat the Phariseesthemselves
discussed, including such unresolved issuesas paying taxes
to Rome, washing hands before eating, healing onthe
Sabbath, when divorceisalowed, relaionswith Gentiles,
the coming of the Messiah, and whether therewill bea

resurrection of the dead.

Source: Christianity Stack Exchange at: https://
christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/92229/what-was-the-
rel ationshi p-between-jesus-and-the-pharisees.

Jesuslearned that many Phariseeslived alifeof traditions
and hypocrisy. Traditions are not equal to inspired
Scripture. Jesus showed how the peopl € straditionshad
becomesinful becausethey “ set asde’” God’scommands
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and made God's Word “ of no effect” (See Mark 7:8-
9,13). Habitsandtraditionsin and of themselvesaren't
necessarily anful. Itiswhenweplaceour traditionsabove
God'srevededwill. JesusawaysheldtheWord of God
abovethetraditionsof men.

Phariseeswerewell-versed in the Scripturesand zeal ous
about following every | etter of theLaw. However,inso
doing, they actively sought loopholesthat alowed them
to violate the spirit of the Law. In other words, they
claimed to be expert students of the Torah but
transgresseditslaws. Jesustaught ahigher law that invited
dl todignther actionswiththeir intentions.

Jesusregularly rejected theway most Phariseeslivedin
hypocrisy. InMatthew 23, Jesusrepeatedly says, “ Woe
unto you, scribesand Pharisees, hypocrites!” tothem.
Jesus saw how the Phariseesand scribeswould condemn
others for sin yet continue to choose wickedness for
themsaves.

Remember that even though Jesus condemned most
scribesand Pharisees of Histime, Histeachingswere not
an attack on original Judaism but rather an authoritative,
intelligent interpretation of the Torah and acritiqueof a
corrupt reigioussystemduring hisday. Source: Jewsfor
Jesus, hitps.//jewsforjesus.org/learn/ why-do-most-jews-
not-believe-in-Jesus. JesussaidinMatthew 5:17, Think
not that | am cometo destroy the law, or the prophets:

| am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.”

JESUS WAS NOT A PHARISEE. He was a
charismatic teacher and called rabbi several timesinthe
New Testament. Hedrew peopleto Histeachingswith
healings, miracles, redemption, deliverance, Signs, and
wonders. Jesuswasfamousthroughout Galilee(SeelL uke
4:14-15). If Jesuswere not recognized asarabbi, He
would not have been accepted into Jewish synagogues
to read Scriptures, teach, and heal.

Inclosing, theimplications of receiving Jesusasarabbi
were significant for Hisearly followers and ustoday.
Jesus, the Chrit, teechesustolove God with dl our heart,
soul, and mind; love our neighbor asourselves, and seek
happiness, redemption, and salvation. Thank you, God,
for sending usyour Son and our Blessed Rabbi.
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Many Sistersin the Church of God may feel discour-
aged becausethey fed thereisn't muchforthemtodoin
the Church. Versessuch as| Corinthians 14:34-35 are
sometimesemphasized: "L et your women kegp silencein
the churches: for it isnot permitted unto them to speak;
but they are commanded to be under obedience, asalso
saiththelaw. Andif they will learn any thing, let them ask
their husbands at home: for it isashamefor womento
speak inthechurch.” Also, | Timothy 2:11-12: "L et the
womanlearninslencewithal subjection. But | suffer not
awoman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man,
but tobeinslence.”

However, thereismuch Scripture givenwhich allows
our Sistersinthe Churchto do quiteafew things. Firt,
they may pray and prophesy. Thisisavery important
functioninthe Church. | Corinthians 11:5 reads:. "But ev-
ery woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head un-
covered dishonoureth her head: for that iseven al oneas
if shewere shaven." Prophesyingisgiving a message
from God to the Church. Anna, inthetempleat thetime
that Jesus was born, was a prophetess. We read about
thisin Luke 2:36-38: " And therewasoneAnna, aproph-
etess, the daughter of Phanuel, of thetribe of Aser: she
wasof agreat age, and had lived with an husband seven
yearsfrom her virginity; And shewasawidow of about
fourscore and four years, which departed not from the
temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night
and day. And she coming in that instant gave thankslike-
wise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that
looked for redemptionin Jerusalem.”

Sistersin the Church, at times, may havetherole of
deaconness. Romans 16:1 reads. "I (Paul) commend unto
you Phebe our sister, which isaservant of the church
whichisat Cenchrea:" Themargind reading of theword
"servant” isactudly "deaconness’.

Women in the Church can aso be teachers to the
younger sgters. Titus2:3-5informsus. "Theaged women
likewise, that they bein behaviour asbecometh holiness,
not fal se accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of
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good things, That they may teach theyoungwomento be
sober, tolovetheir husbands, tolovetheir children, Tobe
discreet, chaste, keepersat home, good, obedient to their
own hushands, that theword of God be not blasphemed.”
Thisisone of the greatest rolesin the Church. Women
aremore knowledgeablein thisareathan men, and thus
areableto bebetter counsellorsto the younger women.
Every Church of God that isableto should haveaclass,
or classes, led by themore mature Sistersto theyounger
ones. If your church doesnot have such aclass, | recom-
mend that this subject be brought up to the Pastor and
Eldersof the church to begin one. Oneof the best teach-
erstotheyounger generationisby example. Andthemore
mature Sisters can model apparel to the younger ones. |
Timothy 2:9-10tdlsus: "Inlikemanner a0, that women
adorn themselvesin modest apparel, with shamefaced-
nessand sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls,
or costly array; But (which becometh women professing
godliness) with good works."

Concerning widows, we haveinstructionsfromthe
ApostlePaul. | Timothy 5:3-4 reads: "Honour widows
that arewidowsindeed. But if any widow havechildren
or nephews, et them learn first to shew piety at home,
and to requitetheir parents: for that isgood and accept-
able before God." Verses 9-10 continues: "Let not a
widow betaken into the number under threescoreyears
old, having been the wife of one man, Well reported of
for good works; if she have brought up children, if she
havelodged strangers, if shehavewashed the saints fet,
if shehavereievedtheafflicted, if shehavediligently fol-
lowed every good work." So, even the older widows
should show good worksto others.

Yes, thereisaplacefor every Sister in the Church,
andthey should never fed usdless, unworthy, or lessval u-
ablethan the Brothersin the Church. Let usremember
theadmonitionfrom| Corinthians 12:18: "But now hath
God set themembersevery oneof theminthebody, asit
hath pleased him."
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NOBODY ISYOUR ENEMY

* ANYONE WHO ANNOYS YOU* --isteaching you
patience and calmness.

*ANYONE WHO ABANDONS YOU* --is teach-
ing you how to stand up on your own feet.

*ANYBODY WHO OFFENDS YOU* --isteaching
you forgiveness and compassion.

*ANYTHING THAT YOU HATE* --isteaching you
unconditional love.

*ANYTHING THAT YOU FEAR* --isteaching you
the courage to overcome your fears.

*ANYTHING YOU CAN'T CONTROL* --isteach-
ing you to let go.

*ANY "NO" YOU GET FROM HUMANS* --is
teaching you to be independent.

*ANY PROBLEM YOU'RE FACING* --is teach-
ing you how to get a solution to problems.

*ANY ATTACK YOU GET FROM PEOPLE* --is
teaching you the best form of defense.

*ANYONE WHO LOOKS DOWN ON YOU* --is
teaching you to look up to CREATOR ( *GOD* ).

Always look out for the lesson in every situation
you facein every phase of life.

Be polite, calm, gentle and thankful to God because
He will be with you to the end.

Life had taught me lessons. | do not see people at
my cross road, because humans are not reliable. |
only see God asthe author and finisher of my faith.

*REFLECTIONS

*When you live your life without anyone betraying,
hurting, disappointing, disgracing or offending you,
then it means you never did anything worthy.*
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*The beauty of lifeisthat it comeswith disappoint-
ments and betrayals, from people you |least expect.*

*Unfortunately, some of us spend so much timecry-
ing over these betrayals and disappointments, and
end up becoming victims of all circumstances.*

*Remember One Thing:* *Holding onto anger is
like knocking your head on the wall and expecting
the other person to feel the pain. You are only hurt-
ing yourself.*

*The fact is that the world is full of annoying,
naughty, stupid and ungrateful people, and you will
always come across them at one point or another in
life. But the best thing to do is to deal with them
with wisdom and maturity.*

*You can’t get everyone to love you, think like you
or behave like you... never.*

*We must learn to tolerate and overlook certain
things, we must try to bury the faults of others and
move on with life.*

* Anger, Hatred and I ntolerance have caused most
of the world's problems and solved none.*

*Lifeis short; you don't know how much time you
have left*

*| beseech you to take the pain and forgive that spe-
cial person you hold grudges against, and iron out
your grievances.*

*Muster the courage and apologize to that person
you have offended.*

*Life is not measured by the amount of money,

houses or companies you have, but by the positive
impact you have made in the lives of others.
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THE WORLD

Ministers Training in Salem, West Virginia

A minister training program was held in Salem West Virginia the week of 11/11/2024.
All four men going thru the training are from California. They are shown in the front
row of the picture below. From left to right: Paul Rodriguez, Josh Sedeno, Junior
Gonzalez, Julian Gonzalez.

Trainers shown in the back row from left to right are David DelL ong, Gary Mills, and
Ben Del ong.
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"God, who at sundry timesand in diversmanners spake
intime past unto thefathersby the prophets, Hathin these
last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath ap-
pointed heir of al things, by whom also he made the
worlds." The Scripturesrecord that the same Lord who
isJesus Christ, who waswith God from before thefoun-
dation of theworld was created by God, isthesameyes-
terday, andto day, and for ever. "Inthe beginning wasthe
Word, and the Word waswith God, and the Word was
God...All thingswere made by him; and without himwas
not any thing madethat wasmade." Yet, aswelook around
usso many devastating thingsare happening. Many fed
that they can do asit pleases them, but we do have to
understand, whether weliveor die, wearethe Lord's.
"For none of usliveth to himself, and no man dieth to
himsdlf. For whether welive, weliveuntotheLord; and
whether we die, wedie unto the Lord: whether welive
therefore, or die, wearethe Lord's." (Hebrews 1:1-2;
John 1:1,3; Romans 14:7-8).

Many aregoing about preaching their own gospd, pro-
claiming that someonejust hasto believeintheLord by
just repeating afew thingsthat they tell individuals, and
they would be saved. Did Jesus say this?No, Hedidn't!
Hesaid, "...I say unto thee, Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God. That whichisborn of thefleshisflesh; and that
whichisbornof the Spiritisspirit. Marvel not that | said
untothee, Yemust bebornagain. Thewind blowethwhere
itlisteth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not
tell whenceit cometh, and whither it goeth: soisevery
onethat isborn of the Spirit" (John 3:5-8).

WenoticeHesaid, "Thewind bloweth whereit listeth,
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whenceit cometh, and whither it goeth: soisevery one
that isborn of the Spirit." Yet, many areclaming they are
born of the Spirit whilethey arelivinginthismortal body.
Immortality, or the spiritua body, will only begivenwhen
Jesus comes at His second advent, and only thosewho
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havethe Holy Spirit and are sealed of the Spirit will be
changed in amoment, in the twinkling of an eyeto be
caught upwiththeLordintheair when Hewill beresping
Hissaintsat thefirst resurrection. Thenthey will betaken
totheseaof glass, after which the sevenlast plagueswill
be poured out upon the unrighteous. A thousand years
later will bethe second resurrection, which will culminate
inthe second death, and which will have no power over
thesaints, but death, itsalf, will becast into thelakewhich
burneth with fireand brimstone. "And | saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God; and the bookswere
opened: and another book was opened, whichisthe book
of life: and the dead werejudged out of thosethingswhich
werewritten in the books, according to their works. And
the seagave up the dead which wereinit; and death and
hell delivered up the dead which werein them: and they
werejudged every man according to their works. And
death and hell werecast into thelakeof fire. Thisisthe
second death. And whosoever was not found writtenin
the book of lifewascast into thelake of fire." Only the
saintswill be allowed to enter into the New Jerusalem.
"And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or
maketh alie: but they which arewrittenin the Lamb's
book of life" (Revelation 20:12-15; 21:27).

Thereisno modern God or new teachings as many
have believed, and taught, and havewanted to refute the
trueteachingsof the Holy Biblethat the Ten Command-
mentsno longer govern, but that it wasnailed to the cross.
We must understand the Lord isthe sameyesterday, to-
day, and will beforever; who changeth not, but will give
to everyone according to thefruit of their doings. Many
fed they can havemany lovers, and treat them asit pleases
them, but did God say thiswasfine?No! Jesussaid: "Ye
have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou
shat not commit adultery: But | say unto you, That who-
soever looketh onawomanto lust after her hath commit-
ted adultery with her already in his heart." When the
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woman was caught in adultery, did Jesus say, " Go, and
sin continuously?' No! Hesaid, "go, and sin no more.”
Even when He healed the impotent man who was at
Bethesdaand had aninfirmity thirty-eight years, Hein-
sructed himtosinnomore, lest aworsething comeupon
thee. "And acertain man wasthere, which had aninfir-
mity thirty and eight years. When Jesus saw himlie, and
knew that he had been now along timeinthat case, he
saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whol €? Theimpotent
man answered him, Sir, | haveno man, whenthewater is
troubled, to put meinto thepool: but whilel am coming,
another steppeth down before me. Jesus saith unto him,
Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And immediately the
man was made whol e, and took up hisbed, and walked:
and on the same day wasthe sabbath...Afterward Jesus
findeth himinthetemple, and said unto him, Behold, thou
art made whole: sin no more, lest aworse thing come
untothee" (Matthew 5:27-28; John 5:5-9,14).

Isthere amodern God who allowsamanto havea
wife and go looking for other women, or awoman to
have ahusband and go looking for other men?No! God
ingructed uson everything and thereareawaysthedon'ts
and do's. Heinstructed usto work out our own salvation
withfear and trembling, and to livealife unspotted from
theworld. Our lifemust be different from theworld be-
cause God will giveusareward according to thefruit of
our doings. "L et your conversation bewithout covetous-
ness; and be content with such thingsasye have: for he
hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee...Marriageishonourablein al, and the bed unde-
filed: but whoremongers and adulterers God will
judge...Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornica-
tors, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
abusers of themselveswith mankind, Nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God" (Hebrews 13:5,4; |
Corinthians6:9-10).

We must understand that Jesusisthe sameyesterday,
and today, and forever. We must be very careful to do
that whichisright, after He hastaken usout of darkness
and placeusinto Hismarvelouslight. Wewill bedeemed
as" achosen generation, aroya priesthood, an holy na-
tion, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the
praisesof himwho hath called you out of darknessinto
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hismarvelouslight:". Sowedefinitely havetotestify of
thethingsthat He has brought usthrough. Unlesswe get
trids, tribulations, struggles, chalenges, chstisements, etc.,
wewill not be ableto testify of Hismarvellousawesome-
ness. The Scripturesrecord: "Yea, and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesusshall suffer persecution. But evil men
and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and
being deceived” (11 Timothy 3:12-13). But asbelievers
we must acknowledge that we haveto hold on to what
we havelearned and believed and keep contending for
thefaith, and not allowing any to make usgo contrary to
thetruedoctrine, or teaching, of Christ. Wemust redlize
none can take usto the kingdom of God, for we haveto
examineourselves, and work out our own salvationwith
fear and trembling. So let us do such and not look to
others behaviour and slide backward because asthey
cannot put usinto the kingdom, don't et us make them
take usout by following their fal seteachingsand their
perniciousways. Remember Lot'swifewho looked back
and turned into apillar of salt. Be as patient as Job and
enjoy thegoodnessof the L ord. "Behold, we count them
happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of
Job, and have seen theend of the Lord; that theLord is
very pitiful, and of tender mercy...Andthe LORD turned
the captivity of Job, when heprayed for hisfriends. also
the LORD gave Job twiceasmuch ashehad before...So
the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his
beginning"” (I Peter 2:9; James5:11; Job 42:10,12 first
part).

We may not be as fortunate and gain such physical
things as Job, but let us not be moved because God is
able and capableto keep usin any situation. Many are
teaching that oncewefollow the Lord therewill bepros-
perity. Prosperity doesnot alwaysmeanthat wewill have
lots of wealth as some preach, but we can prosper spiri-
tualy with wisdom, knowledge, understanding, and con-
tentment, etc.; also with many different talents. Timothy
was encouraged to be content: "But godlinesswith con-
tentment isgreat gain. For we brought nothinginto this
world, and it iscertain we can carry nothing out. 1 Timo-
thy 6:8: " And having food and raiment | et usbetherewith
content.” Oncewe placeour trust intheliving God, He
will grant usour needsrichly to enjoy. Thisdoesn't mean
wewill berich physicaly, but if richesincreasewe should
not set our heart upon them, meaning not to be highminded
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or haughty, but to continueto be humbleintheLord, and
enjoy therichesof Him, becausewhen Hegivesusriches
He does not add sorrow with it. "The blessing of the
LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it"
(I Timothy 6:6-8; Proverbs 10:22).

When God blesses usno man can curse usasHetold
Balaam. "And God said unto Balaam, Thou shat not go
with them; thou shalt not cursethe people: for they are
blessed.” When Almighty God instructsuswe must ad-
hereto it because thethingsthat follow may not be good.
He never destroysaplace or someone without awarn-
ing. Balaamdidn't listento God at first because hiseyes
were not upon the prize of God, but hiseyeswere upon
the presents that Bal ak the king of Moab had to offer,
and so God allowed adonkey to speak unto himinstead
of God. Thisisaperfect example unto ustoday. A don-
key may not speak unto us, but something more detri-
mental might happento us. Solet ustakeheed and do as
Godingructsus. "And God'sanger waskindled because
he (Balaam) went: and the angel of the LORD stood in
theway for an adversary against him...And whentheass
saw theangd of theLORD, shefell down under Balaam:
and Balaam'sanger waskindled, and he smotethe ass
withastaff. And the LORD opened the mouth of theass,
and she said unto Balaam, What have| doneunto thee,
that thou hast smitten methesethreetimes?...Thenthe
L ORD opened theeyes of Balaam, and he saw theangel
of theLORD standing intheway, and hissword drawnin
hishand: and he bowed down hishead, andfdll flat on his
face. Andtheangel of theLORD said unto him, Where-
forehast thou smitten thine assthese threetimes?... un-
less she had turned fromme, surely now also | had dain
thee, and saved her dive." Herewe see Balaam could not
curse God's people for they were aready blessed, but
because of hisstiff neck hecould havelost hislifeby the
angel. And God showed him that Heisthe Boss because
Heisnot aGod of liesbut aGod of truth and righteous-
ness, and He changeth not. What He saysHewill do, that
Hedoes. "Godisnot aman, that he should lie; neither the
son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall
henot doit? or hath he spoken, and shall he not makeit
good?' (Numbers22:12,22 first part, 27-28,31,32 first
part,33,last part; 23:19).

Thereisno modern God. TheLord isthe sameyes-
terday, today, and forever. And He does not change to
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please. Men haveto livetheir lives pleasing and accept-
ableuntoHim. "For | amthe LORD, | changenot;...And
I will comenear to youto judgment; and | will beaswift
witnessagainst the sorcerers, and against the adulterers,
and against fal seswearers, and against those that oppress
the hireling in hiswages, thewidow, and thefatherless,
andthat turn asidethe stranger from hisright, and fear not
me, saiththe LORD of hosts." Herewe see God claimed
who Heisagaingt andwill definitey giveout punishments.
We haveto be obedient and do the things necessary to
ataineterna lifeor eseitwill beeternal damnation.John
theapostle concluded: "And, behold, | comequickly; and
my reward iswith me, to giveevery man accordingashis
work shdll be...Hethat isunjugt, let himbeunjust till: and
hewhichisfilthy, let him befilthy still: and hethatisrigh-
teous, let him berighteousdtill: and hethat isholy, let him
beholy ill...Blessed arethey that do hiscommandments,
that they may haveright tothetreeof life, and may enter
inthroughthegatesintothecity” (Maachi 3:6,first part,5;
Reveation 22:12,11,14). Amen.

Listen, More Than You Speak
By David Del_ong

It'shard to hear thewords of men
When they strikeyou on the cheek;
But thetruly wisewill understand:
Listen, morethan you speak.

One of thewaysof achild of God
A way of thetruly meek
Isnot to utter unkind words,
Listen, morethan you speak.

God will listento our prayers
And giveuswhat we seek
If weask Hiswill in Christ'sname,
Listen, morethan you speak.

Theworldwill shoutitsevil words,
Tolisten, they think, isweak;
But theway of Godisfar above,
Listen, morethan you speak.
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LESSON |
CAINANDABEL
ScriptureReading: Genesis4:1-13.
Golden Text: Genesis4:13.
“And Cain said untotheLORD, My punishment

isgreater than | can bear.”

1. What were the names of Adam and Eve's sons, and
what wastheir work? Genesis4:1-2.

2. Why did Cain becomejea ousof hisbrother? Genesis
4:4-5.

3. What did God say to Cain about hisoffering? Genesis
4:6-7.

4. What did Caindoto Abel? Genesis4:8.
5. What other sin did Cain commit? Genesis4:9.

6. Inwhat way did the Lord punish Cain? Genesis4:11-
12.

7.What was Cain’'sreply tothis? Genesis4:13.

LESSONI |
WICKEDNESSOF MAN
ScriptureReading: Genesis6:5-14.
Golden Text: Genesis6:8.

“But Noah found gracein theeyesof theLORD.”

1. What kind of peopledid God find ontheearthinthe
timeof Noah? Genesis6:5, 11-12.

2. How did God feel about it? Genesis6:6.
3. What did God say that Hewas going to do about it?

Genesis6:7.
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4. \What kind of manwasNoah at thistime? Genesis6:8-
0.

5. What did God tell Noah Hewas going to do with the
earth? Genesis6:13.

6. What did God tell Noah to do? Genesis6:14.
LESSON 111
NOAH BUILDSTHE ARK
ScriptureReading: Genesis6:14-22.
Golden Text: Genesis 6:22.
“Thisdid Noah; accordingto all that God com-
manded him, sodid he.”

1. What did God tell Noah to build, and what washeto
usein building? Genesis6:14.

2. What wasthelength of the ark that God told Noah to
make?How wide and how highwasit? Genesis6:15.

NOTE: One cubit isabout 18 incheslong.

3. How many windows and doorswerethereto beinthe
ark? How many storieswerethere? Genesis6:16.

4. How was God going to destroy the people? Genesis
6:17.

5. WhowasNoah to takeinto the ark? Genesis 6:18.

6. How many animals was Noah to take into the ark?
Genesis6:19-20.

7. What elsedid hetakeinto theark with him? Genesis
6:21.

Answers to Jumbled Bible J's on page 13.
1. Jeremiah, 2. Jesus, 3.Joshua, 4. Jezebel, 5. Jonan,
6. Jonathan, 7. Jonah, 8. Joseph, 9. Josiah, 10. Jesse
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LESSON IV
NOAHAND THEARK

ScriptureReading: Genesis7:1-16.
Golden Text: Genesis 7:6.

“And Noah was six hundred year sold when the
flood of water swasupon theearth.”

1. How many of the clean beasts and fowlswas he to
take into the ark? How many of the unclean? Genesis
7:2-3.

NOTE: TheLord created the animalsclean and unclean
fromthevery beginning. Noah knew which animalswere
clean, and which wereunclean.

2. How long did God say it would rain? Genesis 7:4, 7.

3. Did Noah do everything that God told himto do? Gen-
ess7:5; Hebrews11:7.

NOTE: Even though Noah could see no danger, he
obeyed God. We should aso obey God’'scommandments
today even though wedo not awaysunderstand why we
aretodothem.

4. How old was Noah when the flood came? Genesis
7:6.

5. How long werethey intheark beforeit begantorain?
Genesis7:10.

6. After Noah and hisfamily and all the animalshad en-
tered theark, what did God do? Genesis 7:16.

What Would Jesus Do?
What would Jesus do?
|sa question that istrue;

For, only His way, to do or to say,
Must be copied by me and you.
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FIND THE WORDS

Find these words in the letters below.

DISCIPLES BOAT  WIND

AFRAID QUIET FAITH

DISCIPLES

SGJSESUWZ

AKFAI THOQSB

TLIKWDMUD

AFRAI DUIE

OMNPNZVETF

B DFXDONTJ
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THELITTLE BIRD SONG

Just outside of Enna' s bedroom windowswasalovely
big tree, andin that treewasanest of birds. Sometimes
those birdswould warble and chirrup happily, and Enna
liked to waken inthemorning and listento them.

It made her very happy toliein her cozy, white bed and
listentothelittlecresturessinging asif they wanted totell
thewholeworld what awonderful placethey had found
tolivein, and how warm the sunshinewas and how many
crumbsalittlegirl friend of theirs scattered out for them
when shethought they might behungry.

Ennaand her Daddy sometimescdledthem*® God'schoir,”
and Ennawould say, Just think Daddy, no oneelseeven
asksthemto sing. They just do it becausethey want to.
And no one paysthem except by loving and feeding them.”

“That'strue,” Ennd sfather would say. “ Thebirdsare our
friends, and wemust do nicethingsfor our friends, just as
thebirdsdofor us.”

Ennahersdf could sing very sweetly, and her mother had
taught her somevery cheerful songswhichthelittlegirl
lovedtosing.

Oneday Mrs. Best, wholived acrossthe street from Enna,
washaving someof her friendscometovist her, and she
cameover totalk with Enna smother about it. Thelittle
girl wasplaying with her new doll and havinganicetime.

“Oh, Enng, dear,” said Mrs. Best, “ | wonder if youwould
helpto makemy friendshappy! I’ dliketo haveyou sing
for theladies. You could sing that little song about * The
Butterflies,” and the one about ‘ The Apple Blossoms,’
andtheoneabout ‘ TheL.ittle Girl Who Never Kept Still.’
If you'll doit, I’ll buy you alittlebed for that new doll of
yours.”

Ennalooked amoment at the shoe box which she had

been using for abed for Flossie, and the thought flashed
through her mind how fineit would beto haveared little
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bed. Then she heard achirrup outside the window and
shethought for amoment.

“Of course, I’ ll Sngfor you, Mrs. Best,” Ennaexclaimed,
“but | don’t want you to buy Flossie abed or give me
anything. | wantto doit just becausel loveyoulikethe
birdslove us- and not for pay.”

“Why, blessthechild, just hear her!” said Mrs. Best as
she put her arm around Ennaand praised her and gave
her abig hug!

JUMBLED BIBLE J'S

Here are the names of ten Bible characters, each
beginning with the letter “J.”

How quickly can you rearrange the jumbled letter
and discover its identity?

1. Mehgair

2. Ejuss

3. Suhoja

4. Zelech

5. Najona

6. Hjnotana

7.Hojna

8. Shope)

9. Sigjha

10. Ejses
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BIBICIAL VERBS CROSSWORD PUZZLE

SHAVE
SLEW
SPOKE
SPREAD
SUFFER
TAKE
TILL
TOWN
VOWED
WANDER
WEAVE
WEEP
WISH
YIELD

SAYS

FEAR
FREES
GIVES
GOES
HALLOW
HAS
LIES
MOVE
OFFER
POUR
PRAY
PROFANE
REND
SAID
SANCTIFY

ABIDE
ARISE
BEAR
BETRAY
BLESS
BURN
COMES
COVER
CREATE
CRIES
DEFILE
DID
DIES
DOES
DWELL

D D § ¥ ¥ R C K DR P T U P F O S Y

E L F W A N D E R P O U R E N X

R D E S

I

R K R G F F B Y R O W A Y

| |

E G N O W R

B X F H C D s N P U ¥V C L T B L L K

I

U W R S T W E E P F K

1

E R L

P R O F A N E W R U O L C R E A T E

I

T K N D M A D 5 H I

E L D L J R H H Y S
R W § ¥V A W

H

A E S O Y I

T W R L

I D s T

H

=
s O G VvV T C O M E

S

I

S

S B R E P R A Y C Y L E s Z L W 8§ D

I

Y B E O W X

P O K E F P W E § K V E V
E A R V F C G V W s A E L C

I

W A H T V R S B

K
S U E D S

J

P A B F

S

T ¥ C M

s L E W G ¥ X O M S 0O K X J Y § V¥V

F F M O H P 1I

I

H

N D G

A L X F Z H C P K M I

G DM Y R R E N D L N V §S H W D

Z R O

G

J

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

PAGE FOURTEEN




h D

C

MARCH 2025

TUE THU

FRI

SAT

e e S o, =
*‘35-5 Ease—— T ST ser -’-"‘.a-tn-"’z Sabbath M \V, 1
The Lord's Supper Date: i = ath Merpory ers_es
Saturday April 12th at Even; Roman Time, = “And the dragon vyas wroth with the
Sunday April 13th Bible Time ::-;:—§ woman, and went td m_akewar with the
_— = ~aa |remnant of her seed, yvhich keep thecom-
= A e . ;!?}‘t;_::*" mandments of God| and have the testi-
P -y "‘ﬁ* R AR AT A = MONy Of Jesus Christ] (Revelation 12:17).
3 4 5 \ 6 7 8
—xamine your Heart, Prepare Yourself to accept the Emblems, Be Right with thy Lord| " Jesus answeredq them, and said,
» My doctrineisnof mine, but histhat
3{' fjé\(‘}i% g éz:{g Tz 3 : ﬁ%’?ﬁi sent me” (John 7{16).
9 10 l 11 J 12 13 14 16
ligh If you are led by the spirit to be baptized, or need an anointed handkerchief,
Daylight tact our Headquarters at: PO Box 328 Salem, WV 26426 p
Saay 'g Ti o aCPhOc;Jr:e: egfgg;irjﬁ email:(?(;(gsevday@;)egol.com And | saw, anq bare record that
vingsTime ES ,fgf ij}é@ig - és%ﬁ = _ | thisistheSonof fsod” (John 1:34).
> X ; = * o =
R EEELS XS
M WA AN gf‘:ﬁ/ﬁt% { A\'}s‘;
16 17 L 18J 19 20 21 22
Connect with other Church Member'son our websit )
h hofaod-7thd “And heshdl reijgn over thehouse
churc Oggo ': P ay.org _ of Jacob for evef; and of hisking-
£ ‘ > £ & F =7 T F 2z F 3 |domthereshal penoend’ (Lukel
A W AV N AN AN 2 /Wf:. |
23 29 ‘ 26 21 28 29
“Purge out therefgre the old leaven,

30

that ye may be g
areunleavened. H
passover is sacr

7| Corinthians5:7).

new lump, as ye
br even Christ our
ficed for us.” (I




The Advocate of Truth
PO Box 328
Salem WV 26426-0328
Address Service Requested
Return F:_Qstage Guaranteed

- FRIENDSHIPS

[

~The people we meet as down life's pathway-we trod.
h ) Some people we actually give little more than a nod.
e But.there are these whose friendships do grow.
What they'mean tg othersthey may never fully know.
As lives change and those pathways lad-apart. .«
But with true friends they are alwaysheld dearto-our hearts.
" Years may pass without card, letter, or call.
‘But for those dear friends to-old memories do recall.
In the yeass that go by, and life changes come our way.
We can always look back on many by gene day.
Bringing back sweet memories of days that have gone by.
Aswethink of those memoriesit can bring atear to our eye.
Thanking of dear friends and the things that you have done.
remembering those days that arexery happy ones.
Our dear friends always stay close to our heart.
Even though thereare times we are many miles apart.
So hold close to dear friends that you make through the year.
To have or be a friend can be very dear.
So as we move on and other friendship weshare.
We should never forget old friends and show that we care.

By: Bertie|. Adams



