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JESUS SPEAKS ABOUT LOVE

" And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all
thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the sec-
ond is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than
these" (Mark 12:30-31).
" Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends' (John 15:13).
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The Word of God

The letter Kkills,

but the Spirit gives life

by David Royer

[1 Corinthians 3:6: “Who a so hath made usableministers
of the new testament; not of theletter, but of the spirit: for
theletter killeth, but the spirit givethlife”

Beforede ving into themeaning of thisfamousquotation,
let usexaminethecontext and background of thetatement.
Thisverseispart of aletter that the prominent Christian
missionary Paul wroteto the Churchin Corinth, located
in Greece. Paul started this Christian Church 10to 15
years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. Some
Scholarsbelievehewrotell Corinthiansin gpproximeately
57AD.

Paul first traveled to Corinth after spending timepreaching
inAthens. Upon arriving in Corinth, Paul met Aquilaand
Priscilla, who weretentmakerslike Paul, so helived and
worked withthem (SeeActs18:2-3). Aswashiscustom,
Paul reasoned in the Jewish synagogue every Sabbath,
sharing thetruth about Jesusfor aslong astheloca Jews
andvisting Gentileswouldindulgehim. When opposition
and abuse arose, Paul took the gospel’s message more
directly totheGentiles. Utilizingthehouseof TitiusJustus,
aGentilewho worshiped God and lived next door to the
synagogue, Paul continued to share the message of the
gospel. Many Corinthiansplaced their faith in Christ,
including thesynagogueruler and hisfamily (Acts18:6—
8).
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Paul spent about eighteen months in Corinth during
his second missionary journey. Jewsand Gentilesbelieved
Paul’s message about Jesus, and these new believers
becamethe Corinthian Church.

While Paul wasin Macedoniaduring histhird missionary
journey, Titius Justusbrought him newsfrom Corinth that
hisearlier |etter waswell received and the Church was
progressing and growing.

Paul alsolearned of problemsinthe Corinthian Church,
including clamsof spiritual superiority over oneancther,
suing oneanother in public courts, confusion about food
and worship practices, marital issues, spiritual gifts,
generosity, and controversy surrounding Jesus’
resurrection.

False teachers were corrupting the pure doctrines of
Chrig. Specificdly, thesefa seteachersfromthe Jerusdem
areahad cometo Corinth telling the Saintsthat they must
adopt Jewish practices and follow the laws of Moses,
which was contrary to Paul’s teachings. Much of
Il Corinthians addressesthe problems caused by these
falseteachers. Source: (above six paragraphs) Dates
and history from “What isthesignificance of Corinthin
theBible? (n.d.). Retrieved November 9, 2023 from:
https./AMww.gotquestions.org/Corinth-in-the-Bible.html.
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Thephrase“theletter killeth” becomes more apparent
withthisbackground. Paul writestothe Churchin Corinth,
reminding themthat the Old Covenant (letter), containing
thelawsof Moses, hasended and eventheexisting Ten
Commandmentsarenot enough for salvation.

God'slaw isthe unchanging standard by which all are
judged. But Paul saysthelaw condemnsusand cannot
save uswithout the Gospel of JesusChrist. (SeeRomans
8:1-4). “But now we are delivered from the law, that
being dead whereinwewere held; that we should servein
newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of theletter.”
(Romans7.6)

FURTHER EXPLANATION

The Old Covenant isGod's* working arrangement” with
Israel. Hehad chosenthem for auniquere ationship that
Hedid not havewith any other group of peopleon earth.
Thelsraelitesweretoremainloyal to God, obeying Him
and worshipping Himaone. If they did, Hepromisedto
blessthem; if they did not, He promised they would be
chastised. (See Deuteronomy Chapter 27 & 28). God
established a sacrificial system that would allow The
Children of Israel to be cleansed (temporarily) fromtheir
sns—hut these sacrificesfor atonement had to berepeated
over and over and be conducted by aPriest. That priest
was their middle-man, a go-between, and a mediator
between man and God.

Through the unceasing sacrifice of animals, God was
burning into the heart of every man an awarenessof their
ownsin. Thesacrificid provisonsin Leviticustaught the
Israelitesthat God can be approached with the blood of a
worthy substitute. Andwhileall of these sacrificesmight
seem like an unbearabl e burden to us, wouldn’t you be
relieved, asan | sraglite, to know that, instead of paying
the pendty for snyourself, God would accept asubstitute
in your place? Source: https://hopedisrael .org/the-
sacrificid-system/

A“sacrificg’ isoffering something preciousfor acauseor
areason. Making atonement is satisfying someone or
something for an offensecommitted. Godsaidin Leviticus
17:11: “For thelifeof theflesh isintheblood: and | have
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givenit toyou upon theatar to make an atonement for
your souls: for it istheblood that maketh an atonement
for thesoul.”

The New Covenant refers to the gospel “good news”

and replaces the Old Covenant. It isavailable to all

Chrigtians. When God sent hisSon to fulfill Hisplan of
salvation, Jesus death at Calvery created the“ perfect
sacrifice”. It was perfect in that our redemption was
purchased“ ...with the preciousblood of Christ, asof a
lamb without blemish and spot:” (I Peter 1:19). Jesus
could atonefor the sinsof humanity because His Blood
aonewassinless. Being perfect madefuture sacrifices
unnecessary, and He replaced the Priest as our mediator
before God, asHeisnow our High Priest.

Jesus' dyingwordsonthecross: “Itisfinished” (John
19:30), and the simultaneous destruction of thetemple
veil (Matthew 27:50-51), whichissymbolic of alowing
the common people to have direct access to God,
confirmed theend of Moses' ceremonial laws. Never
again would the blood of bulls, rams, sheep, and goats
temporarily cleensemenfromtheir sin. Only by accepting
Jesus’ blood, shed at Calvary, for theremission of sins,
can we stand before God reconciled and covered in the
righteousness of Jesus. (Seell Corinthians5:18-21).

THESPIRIT GIVETHLIFE

TheOld Covenant wasalifelesscode of moral demands,
but the New Covenant manifests God’s power and the
processfor usto obtain salvation. God givesthe exact
moral instructionsin both covenants—but in the New
Covenant, HeusesHisHoly Spiritto provideuswith the
motivation and power to belike His Son, Jesus.

TheHoly Spirit, also known asthe Holy Ghost, isthe
power of God. Thewords power and spirit can be used
interchangeably. Through His Spirit, God created the
universe (Job 26:13) and gavelifeto humanity (Job 33:4).
God'spower gaveinspiration towritersof Scripture (|
Peter 1:19-21). God's Spirit gave life to Jesus (Luke
1:35; Maitt. 1:20) and enabled Him to perform miracles
(Matthew 12:28). Throughthat same power, God raised
Jesus from the dead to immortality (Romans 1:4;
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Ephesians1:19-20). Thesedivineworksweredifferent
inpurpose, but the one Spirit of God wasthe unchanging
medium for performing these works. Source: https.//
mncogconference.org/lesson-t06

Whenwebdievein Chrigt, the Spirit worksinmany ways
toregenerate us, with onecommon god: to makeusmore
likeHim. God savesusfrom death and grantsusapath
to eternd life through the power of HisHoly Spirit. Jesus
confirmsthisreationship betweentheHoly Spiritandlife:
“Itisthespirit that quickeneth; theflesh profiteth nothing:
the words that | speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life.” (John 6:63), and “Jesus
answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except aman be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.” (John 3:5)
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When you have time, read Romans Chapter 8. It
reinforces that the Spirit of God:
o giveslife

dwdlsinthebdiever

isreceived by thebeliever

bearswitnesswith our spirit

raised Christ from thedead

In conclusion, we havelearned from Paul’ sexhortations
to the Church in Corinth that we are under a New
Covenant with God. Thelaw needsto be placedin our
heartsand drilledinto our mindsthrough the power of the
Holy Spirit. When thisbecomesour experience, weno
longer are condemned by thelaw, astheHoly Spirit makes
our assurance of salvation certain through our belief and
faithintheonly begotten Son of God, Jesusthe Christ.
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BUBLE:

Question: We need light to guide usin theright way.
What isalamp to our feet and alight to our path?

Answer: "Thy wordisalamp unto my feet, and alight
unto my path" (Psalm 119:105).

Question: Whoisthelight of theworld, and what will
that light dofor us?

Answer: "Then spake Jesusagain unto them, saying, |
amthelight of theworld: hethat followeth me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall havethelight of life" (John
8:12).

Question: How arethe scriptures symbolized asthey
afford subgtanceand satisfactiontothebdiever at dl sages
of spiritud development?

Answer: "For whenfor thetimeyeought to beteachers,
ye have need that oneteach you again which bethefirst
principlesof the oraclesof God; and are become such as
have need of milk, and not of strong mesat. For everyone
that useth milk isunskillful in theword of righteousness.
for heisababe. But strong meat bel ongeth to them that
areof full age, eventhosewho by reason of usehavetheir
sensesexercised to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews
5:12-14).

PAGE SIX

" Asnewborn babes, desirethe sinceremilk of theword,
that yemay grow thereby” (I Peter 2:2).

Question: What isto bedesired rather than fine gold
andslver?

Answer: "Moreto bedesired arethey than gold, yea,
than muchfinegold: sweeter than honey and the honey-
comb" (Psalm 19:10).

"All thewordsof my mouth areinrighteousness, thereis
nothing forward or perverseinthem" (Proverbs8:8).
"Receivemy instruction, and not silver; and knowledge
rather choicegold” (Proverbs8:10).

"My fruit isbetter than gold, yea, than thegold, and my
revenuethan choicesiver” (Proverbs8:19).

Question: What two thingsdoes God say HisWordis
like?

Answer: "lIsnot my wordlikeafire? saith theL ord; and
likeahammer that breskeththerock inpieces?’ (Jeremiah
23:29).

Question: What is the Word of God more powerful
than?

Answer: "For theword of God isquick, and powerful,
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and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing evento
thedividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of thejoints
and marrow, andisadiscerner of thethoughtsand intents
of theheart" (Hebrews4:12).

Question: What isthe sword of the Spirit?

Ansver: "Andtakethehd met of slvation, and thesword
of the Spirit, whichistheword of God" (Ephesians6:17).

Question: Withwhat did God beget us?

Answer: "Of hisownwill begat he uswith theword of
truth, that we should be akind of first fruitsof hiscrea-
tures’ (James1:18).

Question: How istheWord of God compared to seed?

Answer: "Beingbornagain, not of corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible by theword of God, which liveth and
abidethforever” (1 Peter 1:23).

"When anyone heareth the word of the kingdom, and
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and
caichethaway that whichwassownin hisheart. Thisishe
which received seed by thewayside. But hethat received
the seed into stony places, the sameishethat heareth the
word, and anonwithjoy receivethit; Yet hath he not root
inhimself, but dureth for awhile: for whentribulationor
persecution ari seth because of theword, by and by heis
offended. hea so that received seed among thethornsis
hethat heareth theword; and the care of thisworld, and
the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he
becometh unfruitful, But hethat received seed into the
good ground is he that heareth the word, and
understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth
forth, some an hundred-fold, some sixty, somethirty"
(Matthew 13:19-23).

** Answer s to Birds of the Bible page 14: ravens,
raven/dove; hen; sparrow; screech owl; turtledoves
pigeons; peacocks/ostrich; stork; eagles; sparrows,
dove; peacocks; great owl/vultures; partridge; peli-
can/owl.

** Answer to Patience: Be patient toward all men.
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No One Can Surpass

God's Judgment

By Bibi Shimoon Allicock
Guyana, SouthAmerica

Only God knows, sees, fedl's, understands and envisions
everything about usand only He can giveusafinal and
just judgment. Only He can surpass the way man may
judgeamatter and we may not bejudged with justiceand
equity according to man'sjudgment. The songwriter de-
clared "though thewrong seemsoft so strong, God isthe
ruler yet." God isawaysthe Bossand what He makes
crooked no man can make straight, meaning God hasthe
fina judgment in everything. "Consder thework of God:
for who can make that straight, which he hath made
crooked?" "For my thoughtsare not your thoughts, nei-
ther areyour waysmy ways, saiththe LORD. For asthe
heavensarehigher than theearth, so aremy wayshigher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts™
(Ecclesiastes 7:13; Isaiah 55:8-9).

Manwould desireto do usmuchwrong, but only what
God alowsto happen doeshappen. At timeswhenthings
happen among men, they want to quarrel, fight, and even
kill, but Godinstructed usto be humbleand wait on Him,
because Hisrecompense of reward isgreater than any-
thing else. "Recompenseto no man evil for evil. Provide
thingshonest inthesight of all men. If it bepossible, as
much asliethinyou, live peaceably with al men. Dearly
bel oved, avengenot yoursalves, but rather give placeunto
wrath: for it iswritten, Vengeanceismine; | will repay,
saththeLord. Thereforeif thineenemy hunger, feed him;
if hethirgt, give himdrink: for in so doing thou shalt heap
coalsof fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but
overcomeevil withgood" (Romans12:17-21).

When welook at thewaysthat God directed the Pa-
triarchs, He can a so give usthe samedirection because
Heisthe sameyesterday, today, and forever, and He defi-
nitely doesn't change. God'sWord isyea, and nay, amen.
Whatever He says, He does, and He does not lie. "For
when God made promise toAbraham, because he could
swear by no greater, heswareby himsdf,...\Wherein God,
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willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirsof promise
theimmutability of hiscounsel, confirmed it by an oath:
That by twoimmutablethings, inwhichitwasimpossble
for Godtolie, we might have astrong consolation, who
havefled for refugeto lay hold upon the hope set before
us:" (Hebrews6:13,17-18).

Since no one can surpass God'sjudgment, we can all
acknowledgethat Hispromisesare sure. \When man prom-
ises us something and somethings happen that they for-
got, or astime passes and the promise did not material -
ize, they makeall kindsof excuses, but God will make
certain Hispromisesmateriaize seeing He cannot lie, or
tempt any man. "...let God betrue, but every manaliar;
asitiswritten, That thou mightest bejustifiedin thy say-
ings, and mightest overcomewhenthou art judged. But if
our unrighteousness commend therighteousness of God,
what shall we say?1sGod unrighteouswho taketh ven-
geance? (I speak as aman) God forbid: for then how
shall God judgetheworld?...Asit iswritten, Thereis
nonerighteous...Thereisnonethat understandeth, there
isnonethat seeketh after God...Their throat isan open
sepulchre; with their tonguesthey have used deceit; the
poison of aspsisunder their lips: Whose mouthisfull of
cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed
blood:...Thereisnofear of God beforetheir eyes...And
the way of peace have they not known:...For al have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God;" (Romans
3:4-6,10, first part,11,13-15,18,17,23).

Asman'spromisesare based upon lies, deceit, fraud,
etc., God's promisesare sure and Heisnot willing that
any should perish. That iswhy Heforeordained theplan
of salvation, before thefoundation of theworld, because
He knew man would sin and come short of Hisglory.
"TheLordisnot dack concerning hispromise, assome
men count dackness; but islongsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that al should cometo
repentance...And if ye call on the Father, who without
respect of personsjudgeth according to every man'swork,
passthetime of your sojourning hereinfear: Forasmuch
asyeknow that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, assilver and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers; But withthe pre-
ciousblood of Christ, asof alamb without blemish and
without spot: Who verily wasforeordained beforethe
foundation of theworld, but was manifest in these last
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timesfor you, Who by him do believein God, that raised
himfromthedeead, and gavehim glory; that your faith and
hope might bein God" (11 Peter 3:9; | Peter 1:17-21).

We can acknowledge that definitely therewill bea
day of judgment wherethe unjust will be punished. " The
L ord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of tempta-
tions, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment
to be punished:" L et ustherefore run therace with pa-
tience, because theraceisnot to the swift nor the battle
to the strong, but to those who wait patiently upon the
Lord, and do the things necessary for sal vation, express-
ing our lovetowardsour fellowmen, being hospitable. We
aretolove our enemiesdespitethe waysthey treat us.
And have love towards God, to love Him with all our
heart, and soul, and mind, not making excusesand plac-
ing things and people before Him. When we are called
upon to do something, we must belikethe discipleswho
left everything and followed Jesus. We must acknow!-
edgethat wehaveto take up our crossesdaily and follow
our Lord,doingwhat isrequired of us. HegaveustheTen
Commandments and statutes and ordinances and gives
uscommandswhereby wemust live accordingly, and be
merciful, courteous, honest, sincere, hospitable, and most
of dl becharitable. "Charity (or love) sufferethlong, and
iskind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is
not puffed up, Doth not behaveitself unseemly, seeketh
not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;
Rejoiceth notininiquity, but rgjoicethinthetruth; Beareth
al things, believethadl things, hopethal things, endureth
al things. Charity never faileth:” (11 Peter 2:9; | Corinthians
13:4-8, first part).

When we look at the hospitality that the Prophet
Abraham had shown unto the angelswho cameto give
himthegreet tidingsof him and hiswifehavingtheir own
childfromtheir consumationintheir old age, although it
seemed impossible, but with God it wasnot. "And the
L ORD appeared unto himintheplainsof Mamre:...And
helift up hiseyesand looked, and, |o, three men stood by
him: and when he saw them, heranto meet them fromthe
tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, And
said, my Lord, if now | havefound favour inthy sight,
passnot away, | pray thee, from thy servant: Let alittle
water, | pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and
rest yourselvesunder thetree:...And hetook butter, and
milk, and thecalf which hehad dressed, and set it before
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them; and he stood by them under thetree, and they did
eat" (Genesis18:1, first part, 2-4,8).

Hebrews 13:2 indicates unto usto make certain we
entertain strangers because we could get achanceto en-
tertainangelsaswell. "Benot forgetful to entertain strang-
ers. for thereby some have entertained angelsunawares.”
We must not be selfish, but alwayswilling to sharethe
little that we have asthe widow woman did, and God's
blessingswill surpassthat of therichest tycoon. " For thus
saiththe LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall
not waste, neither shall the cruseof ail fail, until the day
that the LORD sendeth rain upontheearth.” Andinthe
book of Jameswe haveanindication that therainscame
after three yearsand six months, depicting thelength of
timethewidow'smorsel was blessed that she, her son,
and Elijah ate. "And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the
inhabitantsof Gilead, said untoAhab, Asthe LORD God
of Israel liveth, beforewhom | stand, there shall not be
dew nor raintheseyears, but according tomy word...Elias
was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he
prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on
theearth by the space of threeyearsand six months. And
he prayed again, and the heaven gaverain,” (I Kings
17:14,1; James5:17-18, first part).

In contrast between the widow woman and therich
tycoon, shehad victuasuntil after thefamineended, but
therichtycoon died because of hisgreediness, leaving dl
his wealth unto others, and not being able to enjoy it.
"...The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully:...Andhesaid, Thiswill | do: | will pull down
my barns, and build greater; and therewill | bestow all
my fruitsand my goods. And | will say tomy soul, Soul,
thou hast much goodslaid up for many years; takethine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him,
Thoufooal, thisnight thy soul shall berequired of thee:
then whose shall those be, which thou hast provided? So
ishethat layeth up treasurefor himself, andisnot rich
toward God." The Psalmist also expounded on boastings
aswell. "Why boasteth thou thyself in mischief, O mighty
man?the goodness of God endureth continually... Thou
lovest evil morethan good; and lying rather than to speak
righteousness. Selah...God shdl likewise destroy theefor
ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy
dwelling place, and root thee out of theland of theliving.
Selah. Therighteousalso shall see, and fear, and shall
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laugh at him. Lo, thisisthe man that made not God his
strength; but trusted in the abundance of hisriches, and
grengthened himsdf inhiswickedness.” Likewisethewise
manwho had richesaboveall that wasin theearth,before
and after him, admoni shed usto acknowledge and un-
derstand, when we die, we can perish, and leave every-
thing that we had owned and no oneisableto comeunto
ushbringing usremembranceof thethingswehad. That is
why he emphasi zed not to boast of the morrow because
only God'sjudgment surpasses anything under the sun,
becauseeverything isHisand nothing redlly belongsunto
us. "Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not
what aday may bring forth...Wherefore| perceivethat
thereisnothing better, than that aman should regjoicein
hisownwaorks, for that ishisportion: for who shal bring
him to see what shall be after him?* (Luke 12:16, last
part,18-21; Psalm 52:1,3,5-7; Proverbs 27:1;
Ecclesiastes 3:22).

When Jesuswasin Simon'shouse, He upbraided him
concerning hospitality, and exalted and forgavethewoman
whowasvery hospitableunto Him. " And heturned tothe
woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou thiswoman?1
entered into thine house, thou gavest meno water for my
feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped
themwiththe hairsof her head. Thou gavest menokiss:
but thiswoman sincethetimel camein hath not ceased
tokissmy feet. My heed with oil thou didst not anoint: but
thiswoman hath anointed my feet with ointment. Where-
forel say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, arefor-
given; for sheloved much: but towhomlittleisforgiven,
thesamelovethlittle. And hesaid unto her, Thy sinsare
forgiven" (Luke7:44-48). Amen.

JESUSSPEAKSOUT COMMANDMENTS

"A new commandment | giveunto you, That yelove
oneanother; asl haveloved you, that yeasoloveone
another. By thisshdll dl menknow that yearemy dis-

ciples, if yehavelove oneto another" (John 13:34-
35).

" 1f yelove me, keep my commandments’
(John 14:15).
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Babylon the Great is Fallen

By David Del_ong

In Revelation, chapter 17, verses 3-5 wefind aharlot
womanwho isriding upon ascarlet colored beast full of
names of blasphemy. Verses4-5 read: " And thewoman
wasarrayedin purpleand scarlet colour, and decked with
gold and precious stonesand pearls, having agolden cup
in her hand full of abominationsandfilthinessof her forni-
cation: Andupon her forehead wasanamewritten, MY S-
TERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THEMOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH."

We learn in verse 18 who thiswoman is: "And the
womanwhichthou sawest isthat greet city, which reigneth
over thekingsof theearth.” Furthermore, welearnalittle
moreof theidentity of thiswomaninverse9: "And hereis
the mind which hathwisdom. The seven headsareseven
mountains, on whichthewoman sitteth.” Putting thefacts
of thewoman together, welearn thetrueidentity of who
sheis.

First, awoman inthe Scriptures can represent achurch
(seeReveation, chapter 12). A harlot woman, whoisone
laden with sin, therefore can represent afallen church.
Second, thiswoman also representsacity aswelearned
fromverse 18. Third, thischurch/city isonethat sitsupon
7 mountains. Rome, for centuries, hasbeen called thecity
that Sitsupon seven mountainsor hills. Thus, theonly con-
clusionthat we can comeup with, isthat thiswoman rep-
resentsthe Roman Catholic Church. Perhaps, more pre-
cisaly, thischurch/city isVatican City whichiswithinthe
city of Rome. And, thewoman isdesignated by theterm
"Babylon" being written upon her forehead.

In chapter 18 we find wherethiswoman isdestroyed.
"And after thesethings| saw another angel come down
from heaven, having great power; and the earthwaslight-
ened with hisglory. And he cried mightily withastrong
voice, saying, Babylonthegreat isfalen, isfalen, andis
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become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every
foul spirit, and acage of every unclean and hateful bird.
For dl nationshavedrunk of thewineof thewrath of her
fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are
waxed rich through theabundance of her delicacies. And
| heard another voicefrom heaven, saying, Come out of
her, my people, that ye be not partakersof her sins, and
that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her in-
iquities’ (Revelation18:1-5).

When we go to Isaiah, chapter 47 we see another
Babylon. Thiswasthe ancient city of Babylon of which
theBabylonin Revelation 18istheantitype. Inverses8-
9weread: "Therefore hear now this, thou that art givento
pleasures, that dwellest cardesdy, that sayestinthineheart,
| am, and noneelsebesideme; | shall not sit asawidow,
neither shall | know theloss of children: But thesetwo
thingsshall cometo theeinamoment in oneday, theloss
of children, and widowhood: they shall comeupontheein
their perfectionfor themultitude of thy sorceries, and for
thegreat abundance of thineenchantments.”

Now, noticethewording of theantitypical Babylonin
Revdation 18:7-8: "How much shehath glorified hersdf,
and lived delicioudly, so much torment and sorrow give
her: for she saith in her heart, | sit aqueen, and am no
widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall her
plagues comein oneday, death, and mourning, and fam-
ine; and sheshall be utterly burned with fire: for strongis
the Lord God whojudgeth her." So, inoneday (whether
aprophetical day or aliteral day) Godisgoingtosenda
destructive judgment upon thiswoman. Going back to
18:4 God's peoplearegiven thisdefiniteinstruction: "And
| heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and
that yereceivenot of her plagues.”
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Being apartaker of her sinsinvolvesbeieving and prac-
ticing any of her doctrinesand traditionswhich areagaingt
theBible. Included withinthesetraditionsiskeeping Sun-
day instead of the seventh day Sabbath for worshipping
upon. TheRoman Catholic Church, perhapsbeforeit was
known by this name, under the emperor Constantine,
brokewith Sabbath observanceto keeping Sunday. Many
other churcheshavefollowed thistradition. Infact, many
churcheshavefollowed anumber of the Roman Catholic
traditionswhich are against the teachings of the Scrip-
tures, and thusare her daughters.

Inlsaiah 47:15 weread concerning the ancient city of
Babylon: "Thusshall they be unto theewith whom thou
hast |aboured, eventhy merchants, from thy youth: they
shdll wander every oneto hisquarter; noneshd | savethee.”
AndinRevdation 18:11-19 weread: "And themerchants
of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man
buyeth their merchandise any more: The merchandise of
gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and
finelinen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine
wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner
vessels of most preciouswood, and of brass, and iron,
and marble, And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments,
and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fineflour, and
wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots,
and daves, and soulsof men. And thefruitsthat thy soul
lusted after are departed from thee, and all thingswhich
weredainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou
shalt find them no more at al. The merchants of these
things, which weremaderich by her, shall stand afar off
for thefear of her torment, weeping and wailing, And say-
ing,Alas, das, that grest city, that wasclothedinfinelinen,
and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and pre-
cious stones, and pearls! For inone hour so great riches
iscometo nought. And every shipmaster, and dl thecom-
pany in ships, and sailors, and as many astrade by sea,
stood afar off, And cried when they saw the smoke of her
burning, saying, What city islikeuntothisgrest city! And
they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and
waliling, saying, Alas, aas, that great city, whereinwere
maderich all that had shipsin the sea by reason of her
costliness! for in one hour isshemade desolate.” Sowe
seethat likeasit wasin ancient Babylon, thosewho do
bus nesswith "Babylonthe Great" will not beableto save
her from destruction.
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Noticeinverse 13 of Revelation 18, that "Babylonthe
Great" dedlsin"soulsof men". Thisisperhapsthe most
tragic element of this church that the souls of men are
dealt with asif they were merchandise. How doesthe
Roman Catholic Church deal with the soulsof men? By
holding sway over them with fal se doctrines and tradi-
tionswhich eventually destroystheminthelakeof fire.

Judgment will come surely and swiftly upon thisharlot
woman aswefindin Revelation 18:20-24: "Rejoiceover
her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostlesand prophets; for
God hath avenged you on her. And amighty angel took
up astonelikeagreat millstone, and cast it into the sea,
saying, Thuswithviolenceshadl thet grest city Babylonbe
thrown down, and shall befound nomoreat al. Andthe
voiceof harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trum-
peters, shal beheard nomoreat dl inthee; and no crafts-
man, of whatsoever craft he be, shall befound any more
inthee; and the sound of amillstone shall be heard no
moreat al inthee; Andthelight of acandleshall shineno
moreat al inthee; and thevoice of the bridegroom and of
the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy
merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy
sorceriesweredl nationsdecelved. Andin her wasfound
the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of al that were
danupontheearth.”

All nations have, indeed, been deceived by thefalse
teachings and traditions of the Roman Catholic Church
and her offspring harlots. She hasa so been apersecuting
power, shedding the blood of many of theLord'ssaints.
L et usbediligent to examine ourselves so that we do not
partake of her sinsand, thus, we do not receive of her

plagues

Wrath

Sometimeswe'refilled withwrong wrath,
But werewa king down thewrong path;
Let Godfill your heart, with apeacethat won't part,
Andlet Hislovegiveyou abath.
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
OUR MONEY
ScriptureReading: Luke 18:18-30.
Golden Text: | Timothy 6:10 (first part).

" For thelove of money istheroot of all evil."

1. Ismoney thefirst thingfor which weshould seek?
Matthew 6:33.

2. |[fwewould seek toberich, intowhat dowefall?
| Timothy 6:9.

3. With what should we be content or satisfied? |
Timothy 6:8.

4. What part of our money belongsto God? Gen-
esis 28:22; Malachi 3:10.

5. Does God love people more if they are able to
givemorethan others? Mark 12:41-44.

6. Did Judas'slove of money cause him to betray
Christ? Matthew 26:15.

7. Instead of wanting or coveting money, what should
beour desiretofollow?| Timothy 6:11.

8. What did Jesus tell His disciples about a rich
man? Matthew 19:23-24.

NOTE: The eye of a sewing needleis very small
and would be impossible to go through, however,
Jesusisreferring to the opening of a gate. It was
difficult for acame toenter this, but not impossible.

9. What did Jesus tell the rich, young man who
wanted eternal life? Matthew 19:21-22.

LESSON |

IDLENESS
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ScriptureReading: Matthew 20:1-8.
Golden Text: Matthew 12:36.

"But | say untoyou, That every idleword that
man shall speak, they shall give account thereof in
theday of judgment.”

1. Should we speak idle words or should they be
wor dsof blessingto others? Matthew 12: 36.

2. What insect isgiven asan exampleto us? Prov-
erbs6:6-8.

3. Doesan idleperson learntobeatattler or busy-
body?1 Timothy 5:13.

4. Doesthe Lord hate the ways of an idle person
who speaksliesand makestrouble between breth-
ren? Proverbs6:16, 19.

5. What aresomethingswe should do and not do?
Proverbs31:26-27.

6. From what should weask theL ord to cleanseus?
Psalm 19:12, 14.

LESSON 11
LOVE
ScriptureReading: Luke10:25-37.
Golden Text: Mark 12:30 (fir st part).
" And thou shalt lovetheLord thy God with all
thy heart."

1. What isthegreatest commandment?Mark 12:30-
31.

NOTE: All Ten Commandmentsare part of these
two commandments.

2. Who elsearewe commanded to love? L eviticus
19:18.
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Sabbath School L essons

3. How doweknow we area child of God? | John
4:7-8.

4. Whowastheonewho loved usso much that He
gave Hislifefor us? Galatians 2: 20.

5. Could we have a greater lovethan to lay down
our lifefor our friends? John 15:13.

6. How can we show God welovehim? | John 5:3.

7. Lovecoversall our sins. What does hatred do?
Proverbs10:12.

8. If anyonesays"| Love God:" and he hates his
brother, what ishe? | John 4:20.

9. If welove God, do all thingswork together for
our good? Romans8:28.

LESSON IV
MUSIC

ScriptureReading: | Chronicles25:5-7; Psalm 98:4-
6.
Golden Text: Psalm 100: 1.

"Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye
lands."
1. How many peoplepraised theL ord with musical
instruments in the house of the Lord when David

made Solomon King? | Chronicles23:5.

2. What aresomeof theinstrumentsused to praise
theLord duringthistime?| Chronicles25:6.

3. Havepeoplealwayspraised theL ord with musi-
cal instruments? Genesis4:21.

4. Should wemakeajoyful noiseuntothelL ord and
sing praisetoHim? Psalm 98:4.

5. If wehavemusical talent, should wenot useit to
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glorify God? Psalm 98:5-6.

6. Whosang, " Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men" ? Luke 2:13-14.

7. TheHeavenly Choir will again sing when Jesus
istobemadeKing of theearth. What kind of musi-
cal instrument will they use? Revelation 5:8-9.

GOD'SCANDLES

| sat besiddemy window
Oneblack and rainy night;
When suddenly | saw above

Atiny, twinklinglight.

A littlestar with shiningface
Peeked from behind acloud;
Beforelong otherscame,
And soon therewasa crowd.
They chased the stor my cloudsaway
Until thesky wasbright;
Oncemore, God'slittlecandles
Weretherulersof thenight.

-Mildred Sallee
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Story

PETER'SLIE FORGIVEN

Onenight Jesuswas egating supper with Hisfriendsin
the Upper Room. Hetold them that all of them would
leave Him, and He would be |eft alone. Peter at once
began to boast, "1 am ready to go with You to prison or
eventodiefor You."

"O Peter," said Jesus sadly, "beforetherooster crows
twiceyou will deny methreetimesandwill even say that
you do not know Me" (Mark 14:30).

That seemed impossibleto Peter. But beforelong,
trouble began. A crowd of wicked men cameafter Jesus
andthedisciplesran off into the darknessfor fear themen
would takethemtoo. But Peter and John followed Jesus
far enough behind so that they would be safe.

When Jesuswastaken into aruler'shouse, Peter and
John stood outsidein theyard. It wasacold night. Sol-
diersand servantswere standing about also, waiting to
seewhat wasto happen to Jesus

They built afireto warm themselves. Peter sat down
by the fire with them to try to keep warm. One of the
young women noticed him. She came closer. Shelooked
into hisface." Thismanwaswith Jesus,”" shesaid.

Peter wasfrightened.” | do not know Him," he said.
After alittlewhileanother servant noticed him.” Youwere
oneof those men with Jesus, hesaid.

"l am not oneof them,” said Peter inaloud voice. An
hour |ater when Peter was standing about thefiretalking
with someof thesoldiers, another servant pointed to him.
"Truly thismanwasoneof thosewith Jesus," hedeclared.
"For hetalksjust liketheothers. | cantell.”
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Peter was afraid that they knew. He said crosdly, "
do not know what you aretalking about." And just then
heheard, " Cock-a-doodle-do! Cock-a-doodle-do!" The
first rooster was crowing in the darknessto say that day-
light would soon be coming. Jesuswas being led from
onehouseto another acrossthe hadlway. Helooked down
at Peter.

Suddenly Peter remembered! Heremembered what
Jesushad said, " O Peter, beforetherooster crowsfor the
new day you will threetimes say that you do not even
know Me." And he had doneit! He had threetimessaid
that hedid not know Jesus, hisbest Friend! Peter felt asif
he could never be happy again. Hewent outsidein the
cold where no one would see him. There he cried and
cried. He wept bitterly. He thought he never could be
happy again because of thosethreeterriblelieshe had
told.

But we are glad the story does not end there. After
cruel men put Jesuson the cross, He died and wasburied
for threedays, but He cameback tolifeagain, Thenone
of thevery first personsHe cameto talk with was Peter!
Jesusknew how sorry Peter felt, and Jesusforgave him.
Ever after that, Peter wasthe best friend he could beto
Jesus. He was always glad for achance to say that he
was Jesussfriend, no matter what peopledidto him. He
wasnever afraid again.

BIRDS OF THE BIBLE

| Kings17:6
Genesis 8:7-8
Luke 13:34
Psalm 84:3
|saiah 34:14
Luke 2:24
Job 39:13
Psalm 104:17
|saiah 40:31
Matthew 10:29
Matthew 3:16
1 Chronicles 9:21
|saiah 34:15
| Samuel 26:20
Psalm 102:6
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The Children's Page Games and Puzzles
THE SHEEPFOLD

The little lamb would like to get into the sheepfold. He must get to it without crossing any line.
Can you help him out? A VERSE TO REMEMBER -
"1 am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine" (John 10:14).

PATIENCE - use the international morse code to decipher a Bible
verse about patience - | Thessalonians 5:14
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