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HE SET MY SPIRIT FREE

Lord, I want to thank You for being there for me.
For giving me the strength to be as you want me to be.
For helping me to face all that life hasin store.

So that someday | may walk on that heavenly shore.
Lord, you gave me strength that no one else can give.
And my life for You | always want to live.

A life filled with such happiness and sweet peace inside.

It issuch a wonderful feeling that | never want to hide.
| really want to share it with all the world around.
And let them know the joy that | have found.
Since | listened to the Word of the Lord above.

He filled my heart with this sweet and wonderful love.
he's waiting there for all who will just let Him in.
For every soul Heisjust waiting to win.
| just want to thank Him for being there for them.
When, oh, so long ago He set my spirit free.

[tisn't always easy to walk the straight and narrow way.
The devil is always waiting for you to wander and to stray.

But | thank the Lord for the strength to fight back.
And only with His help | shall walk the right track.

by Bertie|. Adams
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Wisdomisfound many timesintheBible. The Scrip-
turesinform usto get wisdom and understanding above
all things. When one possesseswisdom and understand-
ing they will cometo know and givereverence unto the
L ord. Through wisdom and understanding thethings of
God take on aclearer meaning. When aperson haswis-
dom, heisin the dominion of thewise. It isthe same
thought with being in akingdom - oneisinthedominion
of theKing. Therearetwo kindsof wisdom. Thereisthe
wisdom requested by King Solomon of God, whichthe
Lord did grant unto Solomon. Thus Solomon becamethe
wisest of dl men (1 Kings3:9, 12 and 28), and continued
assuchuntil hisfal (I Kings 11:4-6). Crudens Concor-
dance states, "Thewise man hasthe use of hiseyesand
reason, he seeshisway, and ordersall hisaffairswith
discretion; heforesees, and so avoids many dangersand
mischiefs. Knowledge directsaman what isto be done,
and what isnot to be done; but wisdom directshim how
todothingsduly, conveniently, andfitting". Thisisgodly
Wisdom, and onewho possessesthiswisdomistruly wise
indeed. There are many today who have great knowl-
edge, however lack the wisdom to make good use of
their knowledge. We find also in the Scriptures those
who arewiseinthewrong, or Snful things, and arefound
against God. Inthe book of Job 5:13 weread wherethe
Lord,"...takeththewiseintheir own craftiness..." Thisis
an exampl e concerning the end of those who have be-
comewisein evil thingsof thisworld and shall be dealt
with accordingly in duetime. Aschildren of Godweare
concerned with the Wisdom of God such as Solomon

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

by Carlo Rasmussen (deacsed)

prayed for and received.

A modern-day example of wisdom can be described
inanincident whichtook place oneday. A manwasdriv-
ing alarge machine down theroad when the machine be-
came stuck under abridge and could not moveitsalf fur-
ther. Asthe crowd began to gather there were spoken
many different ideas on how to solvethe problem of the
stuck machine. Such solutionsasdismantling agreat part
of themachinewere proposed. During al thediscussion
and confusion ayoung boy approached and suggested
they lettheair out of thetires. Thiswould drop theheight
of themachine enoughto looseit from the bridge. When
this was done the machine was backed out and taken
away. Thisexample could be applied to man today. All
whoinherit Eternd Lifemust deflatetheir heartsand minds
that they may become freefrom the obstructionsof sin.
Thisiswhat theApostle Paul meant when hewrote, ...I
diedaily” (I Corinthians 15:31). Paul deflated the carnal
thingsfrom hisheart and wasfilled withtheHoly Spirit of
God. Inthisway the apostle kept himself freefrom the
carnd obgtructionswhich could have snared him and kept
himboundingn.

Inthe 8th chapter of Proverbsweread of Wisdom as
aPerson. That Person we know to be the Son of God,
our Lord Jesus Christ. The Scripturesreveal unto the
seeker that the Son of God was created before anything
elseinal theheavens(John 1:1-3, 14; Ephesians 3:9;
Colossians 1:15-16; Revelation 3:14). In verses 22-23
of Proverbs8weread, "The LORD possessed meinthe
beginning of hisway, beforehisworksof old. | wassetup
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from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth
was." Theseverses, and thosefollowing, speak of Jesus
Christ Who isWisdom personified. Asweread all the
versesof thischapter we can beginto vaguely understand
how wonderful it must have been at the Creation with the
heavenly Father and His Son together. TheSon"...was
daily hisdelight, rgoicing dwaysbeforehim’ (verse 30).
What a complete paradise that must have been as we
consider thisjoyous setting being described. Thismust
have been what Jesus meant in His prayer in John 17:5
when He spokeof "...theglory which | had with thee be-
fore the world was." After the adversary worked his
wicked deviancesand mankind fell into sin and corrup-
tion, wefind Jesusadvisingall to"...hearken untome, O
yechildren: for blessed are they that keep my ways...For
whoso findeth mefindeth life, and shall obtainfavour of
the LORD" (Proverbs 8:32-35). Wefind the parallel to
thisin Matthew 13:45-46: " Again, thekingdom of heaven
islikeuntoa merchant man, seeking goodly pearls. Who,
when he had found one pearl of great price, went and
sold all that hehad, and bought it."

When one has searched diligently and found Wisdom
(Jesus Christ) they become part of aHouse of Wisdom.
This"House" isdescribed in the Sth chapter of Proverbs.
Proverbs9:1 dates, "Wisdom hath builded her house, she
hath hewnout her sevenpillars.” TheHouserecorded here
isthe Church of God, the Body of Christ, thepillar and
ground of the Truthasshownin| Timothy 3:15. Theseven
hewn pillars could represent the completeness of all the
necessary supportswithinthe Church anchored solidly
upon the Rock, and that Rock is Christ. We understand
that Jesus Christisalso called the" Cornerstone” of the
building. Thenumber " 7" inthe Bibleisknown asGod's
number representing compl eteness. For examplethereare
7 daysin every complete week. The number 7 can be
found many timesin The Scriptures. Inverse 2 of Prov-
erbs9weread where, " Shehath killed her beasts..." and
weknow that during thetime of the Levitical Priesthood
countless sacrificeswere madefor transgressonswhich
pointed towardsthe One Supreme Sacrificeby theLamb
of God, our Lord Jesus Christ. Today the Body of Christ
acceptsthe sacrifice of the Lord Jesusknowing that in
Himwasfulfilled dl that wasnecessary to allow mankind
toobtaineternd life. Theceremonia lawsof theL evitical
Priesthood were abolished through Jesus Christ. Inthis
present age we are under the M el chizedek Priesthood
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with Jesus Christ asour High Priest at theright hand of
the Father in heaven, Hebrews 7:11-24. "...she hath
mingled her wine" it continuesto readin Proverbs9verse
2: the"wine" here can represent all the good things of
God which He has shed so abundantly upon theworld
and especidly upon His Church. What awonderful mix-
turethe Lord has proved for al. God's people through
the centuries have always enjoyed the many blessings
poured out from thewindowsof heaven. Itistruly amost
Holy Winewnhich hasbeen spiritudly savored by the Saints
of dl ages.

"...shehath asofurnished her table" isthelast clause
of versetwo. Thisfurnished table could be representa-
tive of the"Bread" and the" Cup" provided asthe Em-
blemsof the Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ at
the Annual Supper Table. The Table hastruly been set
for al the Saints at the appointed time each year, |
Corinthians 11:23-26.

In Proverbs 9:3 we read that, " She hath sent forth
her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the
city". In Matthew 25:1-13 we understand the Saintsto
belikenedto"virgins," who goforth shining aslampsfor
the Lord and proclaiming HisWord. Intheearly history
of time we find such men as Noah and Abraham who
proclaimed theWord of God to theworld. The Prophets
of Israel were God's messengers during the Levitical
Priesthood. In today's age the Church of God is com-
manded by Jesus Christ to go forth and preach the Word
of God, Matthew 10:5 and Acts 11:18. In the closing
daysof thisagewe hear theWord of God spoken through
His servants proclaiming the three compl ete messages
from God for thistime. The complete messages of God
arefoundin Revelation 14:6-10, and are called thethree
Ange'sMessages.

Thecall of theWisdom of Godistruly going forthin
theselast days. Thecry isaplainoneand will be heard
by everyonewhowill diligently search and prayerfully
attain untoit. "Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the
winewhich | havemingled. Forsakethefoolish, andlive;
and gointheway of understanding” (Proverbs9:5-6).
L et uscome unto the Wisdom of God. Allow theLord
Jesus Christ tofill our heart's cupsto overflowing with
the Oil of His Spirit, that our heartsmay berefreshedin
al undergtanding.

May God blessyou asyou consider these thoughts,
inJesus name.
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HAILSTORMS

By David Royer

1784, SC— Perhapsthemost significant death toll inthe
United States caused by asingle hailstorm wasreported
by the South CarolinaGazette, where eight peoplewere
saidto have been killed by hail along the WatereeRiver.
From the Gazette: “ On the eighth of May last, amost
extraordinary shower of hail, attended with thunder and
lightning, fell inthisdistrict, and a ong the banks of the
Weateree; thehail stonesor rather piecesof ice, measured
about 9inchesin circumference; it killed severa people,
agreat number of sheep, lambs, geese, and thefeathered
inhabitants of thewoods.”

1888, Moradabad, India— Thishailstormissaidto have
killed asmany as 246 people and over 1600 sheep, cattle,
and goats. Thehailstoneswerereportedly asbig asgoose
eggsand oranges. Most of the deathswere on the bare
and level ground, where people were caught unaware.
Morethan one marriage party was caught by surprise by
the storm and annihilated.

1932, Honan, China— The NY Times reported 200
peoplewerekilled and thousandsinjured by ahailstorm
that struck inthe Honan Province; Hail asbig asbaseballs.

1979, Ft. Collins, CO— A violent forty-minute hail storm
bombed Fort Collins, CO, with hail upto grapefruit sze.
Two thousand homesand 2500 automobileswereseverdly
damaged, and about 25 peoplewereinjured, mainly when
hit on the head by the enormoushail. A three-month-old
baby died of afractured skull, struck by alarge hailstone
whilebeing carried by her mother, whowasrunning with
her to seek cover.

1992, Wichita, KS — Two batches of severe
thunderstorms, occurring within 6 hours of each other,
dumped hailstonesupto 4.5 inches (11 cm) indiameter
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across Sedgwick, including the city of Wichita and
surrounding counties in south-central Kansas. Over
10,000 homeswere damaged. The hail left wheat fields
inanear-total loss. Estimated property damagetotaled
$500 million, with crop damage at $100 million. The
thunderstorm episode ranks as one of theworst ever to
hit Kansas.

Sourcefor above: Unlessotherwisenoted, thisinformation
was provided by theWorld Metrological Organization
(WMO) https://wmo.asu.edu/content/world-highest-
mortdity-halsorm

Asdevastating and lethal asthese hailstorm reportsare,
another storm occasion far exceedsthem. | amreferring
to the 7th plague poured out upon Egypt by God to
convince Pharabhtofreetheendaved | sradlites. According
tothebiblical account inthe Book of Exodus, thechildren
of Israel’s release from dlavery and journey to the
Promised Land beginswith God' sinterventionin Egypt,
forcing Pharaoh to let them go.

TheHardening of Pharaoh’sHeart

God hardened Pharaoh’ s heart, making himto
stubbornly refusetolet the | sradlitesleave Egypt
despite repeated pleasfrom Mosesand Aaron.
Pharaoh’ sresistance demongtrates God's power
and sovereignty over al nations, including Egypt
(Exodus9:16).

The Ten Plagues

Asaresult of Pharaoh’srefusal, God unleashes
ten plagues upon Egypt, each one more severe
thantheprevious. These plaguesinclude:

1. Water turned to blood (Exodus 7:14-24)
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The land of Goshen (Near the towns of Tanis and Avaris, shown above) is mentioned in the biblical books
of Genesis and Exodus. Inthe story of Joseph, which comprisesthefinal chaptersof Genesis, the patriarch Jacob is
facing famine and sendsten of hissonsto Egypt to buy grain. Joseph, another of Jacob’ssons, isahigh officid in Egypt
and allows hisfather and brothersto settlein Egypt. In Genesis47:6 Goshenis called “the best of theland” of
Egypt. Butitisalsoimplied to be somewhat set apart from therest of Egypt, because Joseph tellshisfamily to present
themsealvesto the pharaoh askeepersof livestock, in order that they may settlein theland of Goshen. Genesis47:11
interchangesthe*land of Rameses” with Goshen: “ And Joseph placed hisfather and hisbrethren, and gavethema
possessionintheland of Egypt, inthebest of theland, in theland of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.”
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Frogs (Exodus8:1-15)

Liceor gnats (Exodus 8:16-19)
Flies(Exodus8:20-32)

Diseaseon livestock (Exodus9:1-7)
Boils(Exodus9:8-12)

Hail (Exodus9:13-35)

Locusts (Exodus 10:1-20)

Darkness (Exodus 10:21-29)

10 Death of thefirstborn (Exodus 11:1-12:30)

©WooNoOk~WN

Focusing on Exodus9:18-34; first, Mosessaysto Pharaoh:
“ThussaiththeLord’: 18. "Behold, to morrow about this
timel will causeittorainavery grievoushail, suchashath
not been in Egypt sincethefoundation thereof even until
now. 19. Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and
al that thou hast inthefield; for upon every man and beast
which shdl befoundinthefield, and shal not be brought
home, thehail shall come down upon them, and they shall
die"........

Skiptovs. 22."Andthe LORD said unto Moses, Stretch
forth thinehand toward heaven, that theremay behail in
al theland of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and
upon every herb of thefield, throughout theland of Egypt.
23. And Moses stretched forth hisrod toward heaven:
andthe LORD sent thunder and hail, and thefireranaong
upontheground; and the LORD rained hail upontheland
of Egypt. 24. Sotherewashail, and firemingled with the
hall, very grievous, such astherewasnonelikeitinall the
land of Egypt sinceit becameanation.

25. Andthehail smotethroughout all theland of Egypt al
that was in thefield, both man and beast; and the hail
smoteevery herb of thefield, and brake every tree of the
field. 26. Only intheland of Goshen, wherethe children
of Israel were, wasthereno hail. 27. And Pharaoh sent,
and called for Mosesand Aaron, and said unto them, |
have sinned thistime: the LORD is righteous, and | and
my people are wicked. 28. Intreat the LORD (for it
is enough) that there be no more mighty thunderingsand
hail; and | will let you go, and yeshall stay nolonger™.....

Skiptovs. 31. "Andtheflax and the barley was smitten:
for thebarley wasintheear, and theflax was bolled. 32.
But the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for
they were not grown up. 33. And M oseswent out of the
city from Pharaoh, and spread abroad hishands unto the
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LORD: and the thundersand hail ceased, and therain
was not poured upon the earth. 34. And when Pharaoh
saw that therain and thehail and thethunderswere ceased,
he sinned yet more, and hardened hisheart, heand his
savants.”

Thisbiblical account isan unprecedented example of
extremeweather lasting many hours, if not days, of rain,
thunder, and hail mixed withfire. (maybelightning?) The
loss of people, livestock, herbs, crops, and trees is
tremendous. Unfortunately, Pharaoh lied again.

NOTE: If youwouldliketolearnmoreabout theformeation
of hailstorms, NOAA hasagreat learning site: https.//
www.nsd.noaa.gov/educetion/svrwx101/hail/

Question: How does
Nehemiah extol the great
Creator?

7N " 4 Answer: "Thou, even

thou, art LORD alone;
thou hast made heaven,
the heaven of heavens,
with all their host, the
earth, and all things that
are therein, the seas, and
| that istherein, and thou
preservest them all; and

the host of heaven
wor shippeth thee"
(Nehemiah 9:6).

Question: What does Nehemiah say of God's char-
acter?

Answer: " Now therefore, our God, the great, the
mighty, and the terrible God, who keepest covenant
and mercy, let not all the trouble seem little before
thee, that hath come upon us, on our kings, on our
princes, and on our priests, and on our prophets,
and on our fathers, and on all thy people, since the
time of the kings of Assyria unto this day. Howbeit
thou art just in all that isbrought upon us; for thou
hast done right, but we have done wickedly:"
(Nehemiah 9:32-33).

Question: |Isthere any equal to God?

Answer: " Towhom then will ye liken me, or shall |
be equal ? saith the Holy One" (I saiah 40:25).
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When the L ord admonished usthat if we havefaithasa
grain of mustard seed we can do so muchin praying that
themountain or troubles (challenges) beremoved from
us, then definitely if our faith growsasthe mustard tree,
whichisarefugefor somany thingson or under it, wewill
do thethingswe are here to accomplish through Jesus
Christour Lord. "... Thekingdom of heavenisliketoa
grain of mustard seed, which amantook, and sowedin
hisfield: Whichindeedistheleast of dl seeds: but whenit
isgrown, itisthe greatest among herbs, and becometh a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the
branchesthereof" (Matthew 13:31-32).

Herewe seethat athough the mustard seed istheleast
of al seeds, yet it growsinto ahugeplant. Thusour faith
must grow in Christ so that we can get the benefitsif we
truly put our trust in God. The Scriptures show usaman
who brought hissonwhowasalunatic to thedisciples, to
be cured, but they could not help him. Our Lord there-
foreemphasi zed that praying and fasting must haveto be
done so that these miracles could be performed. "And
when they were cometo the multitude, therecameto him
acertain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, Lord,
havemercy onmy son: for heisalunatick, and sorevexed:
for ofttimeshefdlethinto thefire, and oft into thewater.
And| brought him to thy disciples, and they could not
curehim. Then Jesusanswered and said, O faithlessand
perverse generation, how long shall | bewith you?how
long shall | suffer you?bring him hither to me. And Jesus
rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the
childwascured fromthat very hour. Then camethedis-
ciplesto Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast
him out? And Jesus said unto them, Because of your un-
belief: for verily | say untoyou, If yehavefathasagrain
of mustard seed, yeshall say unto thismountain, Remove
henceto yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing
shdl beimpossibleunto you. Howbeit thiskind goeth not
out but by prayer andfasting" (Matthew 17:14-21). So
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praying and fasting honestly and sincerely will enableus
to gainthebenefitsfrom Almighty God.

Therich, young ruler had wanted to follow the Lord, so
he went to him and said, "...Good Master, what good
thingshdl | do, that | may haveeternd life?And he (Jesus)
said unto him, Why callest thou me good?thereisnone
good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter intolife,
keep thecommandments. Hesaith unto him, Which? Jesus
said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit
adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false
witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou
shdtlovethy neighbour asthysdlf. Theyoung man saith
unto him, All thesethingshavel kept from my youth up:
what lack | yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be per-
fect, go and sell that thou hast, and giveto the poor, and
thou shalt havetreasurein heaven: and comeand follow
me. But when the young man heard that saying, hewent
away sorrowful: for he had great possessions' (Matthew
19:16,|ast part-22).

"Then said Jesusunto hisdisciples, Verily | say unto
you, That arich man shal hardly enter into thekingdom
of heaven. And again | say unto you, Itiseasier for a
camel to go through the eye of aneedle, thanfor arich
man to enter into thekingdom of God. When hisdisciples
heard it, they wereexceedingly amazed, saying, Whothen
can be saved?But Jesusbeheld them, and said unto them,
With men thisisimpossible; but with God al thingsare
possible’ (Matthew 19:23-26).

After hearing dl theadmonitionsfromtheLord, Peter
wasanxiousto know of hisbenefits. " Then answered Peter
and said unto him, Behold, wehaveforsakendl, andfol-
lowed thee; what shdl we havetherefore?And Jesussaid
unto them, Verily | say unto you, That yewhich havefol-
lowed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall
stinthethroneof hisglory, yeaso shal sit upontwelve
thrones, judging thetwelvetribesof Israel. And every
onethat hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or
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father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my
name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shal in-
herit everlagting life" (Matthew 19:27-29).

Whenwelook at therich, young ruler and hisdecision
of not doing what the L ord had required of him, although
hehad adesireto follow the Lord, hewasnot willing to
accept the Lord's offer because of alack of faith. But as
we can see, Jesus emphasized that if we leave all and
follow Him, He hasbetter thingsin storefor usasHetold
Peter. The Lord asked therich, young ruler to do things
similar to what He asked Abraham, to offer hisonly son
for aburnt offering. And aswe study the Scriptureswe
seethat Abraham obeyed everything accordingly, and he
isalsorecorded among thefaithful awaiting the promise,
and hisbenefitsawait him aswell. Thiswasunliketherich,
young ruler who went away sorrowful, not willing to obey
thetrid, or test, that was placed before him, and not know-
ing therichesthat awvaited himwhichisgreater than mate-
rid things,; that of eternd life. "By faith Abraham, whenhe
was called to go out into aplace which he should after
receivefor aninheritance, obeyed; and hewent out, not
knowing whither hewent. By faith he sojourned inthe
land of promise, asinastrange country, dwellingin taber-
nacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the
same promise: For helooked for acity which hath foun-
dations, whose builder and maker isGod... Thesed | died
infaith, not having recelived the promises, but having seen
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pil-
grimsontheearth... Andtruly, if they had been mindful of
that country fromwhencethey cameout, they might have
had opportunity to havereturned. But now they desirea
better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God isnot
ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for
themacity" (Hebrews 11:8-10,13,15-16).

Many do not believein an eternal life. Many claim that
weall face our judgment whileweareaiveand will be
punished for our wrongdoing. Whilewewill be punished,
or chadtised, for our wrongdoingswhilewearedive, there
will still bearesurrection of the dead where those who
have donerighteoudy will inherit eterna life, and those
who have done unrighteously will have eternal damna-
tion. Thereisabook which God iswriting, after thean-
gelshavegiven Him recordsof our daily living, and we
will all bejudged from what iswritten therein, and that
will bethefinal judgment. " For the Sadducees say that
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thereisno resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit:" (Acts
23:8, first part). Well, at theend of timethey will get a
surpriseif they aretill intheir unbelief. "But therewere
fal se prophetsa so among the people, even asthere shall
befal seteachersamong you, who privily shall bringin
damnabl e heresies, even denying the L ord that bought
them, and bring upon themsel ves swift destruction. And
many shall follow their perniciousways, by reason of whom
theway of truth shall beevil spoken of . And through cov-
etousness shall they with feigned words make merchan-
diseof you: whosejudgment now of alongtimelingereth
not, and their damnation slumbereth not...The Lord
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and
to reservethe unjust unto the day of judgment to be pun-
ished" (Il Peter 2:1-3,9).

If we study the Scriptures carefully we will seethat
those on earth who are obedient, and do thethingsthat
are commanded usto be done, will be caught up with
Christ and Hishosts of angelsasHe comesinthe clouds
of glory at Hissecond advent. Thosewho died in Him
will risefirst, but the disobedient oneswill bein the sec-
ond resurrection, and will be cast into the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone which will be prepared
for thedevil and hisangels. But, sincethose of mankind
whowant to follow their perniciousways, they will also
beapart of the punishment and destruction. " For theLord
himsalf shall descend from heaven with ashout, with the
voice of thearchangel, and with the trump of God: and
thedead in Chrigt shall risefirst: Thenwewhicharedive
and remain shall be caught up together withtheminthe
clouds, tomeet theLordintheair: and so shall weever
bewiththeLord" (I Thessalonians4:16-17).

TheA postle John recorded where the righteous saints
will beand wherethe unrighteousand unbelieverswill be
after they havegained their reward. "And | saw asit were
aseaof glassmingled withfire: and them that had gotten
thevictory over the beast, and over hisimage, and over
hismark, and over the number of hisname, stand onthe
seaof glass, having the harpsof God. And they sing the
song of Mosesthe servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying, Great and marvellousarethy works, Lord
God Almighty; just and true arethy ways, thou King of
saints' (Reveation 15:2-3).

As we continue to be obedient unto God and keep
Hiscommandmentsand do dl that isrequired of us, there
will betrids, struggles, challenges, etc., but wedo haveto
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to endureall the hardshipsto attain what the Lord hasin
storefor us. "Yea, and al that will livegodly in Christ
Jesusshall suffer persecution...But continuethouinthe
thingswhich thou hast |earned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast learned them;...All scripture
isgiven by inspiration of God, and isprofitablefor doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instructioninrigh-
teousness: That theman of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto al good works' (11 Timothy 3:12,14,16-
17).

Aswe continuein thefaith our main focusmust beon
theprizewhichiseternd life, and not ontemporal things
we can see. "For our light affliction, whichisbut for a
moment, worketh for usafar moreexceeding and eterna
weight of glory; Whilewelook not at thethingswhichare
seen, but at the thingswhich are not seen: for thethings
which are seen aretemporal; but thethingswhich arenot
seen areeternal...For | reckonthat the sufferingsof this
present timearenot worthy to be compared with theglory
which shall berevedledinus’ (Il Corinthians4:17-18;
Romans8:18).

God's people will be on the sea of glass, or New
Jerusalem, whilethe seven last plagueswill be pouring
out on the unrighteous, or those who were not willing to
keep the commandments of God and havethefaithin
Christ. "And | heard agreat voiceout of thetemple say-
ing to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the
viasof thewrath of God upon theearth...And | saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books
were opened: and another book was opened, whichis
the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those
thingswhich werewritteninthebooks, accordingtotheir
works...And death and hell werecastintothelakeof fire.
Thisisthe second death. And whosoever wasnot found
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of
fire...And, behold, | (Jesus) come quickly; and my re-
ward iswith me, to give every man according ashiswork
shall be...Blessed arethey that do his commandments,
that they may haveright tothetreeof life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city" (Revelation 16:1;
20:12,14-15; 22:12,14). Amen.
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In1 Corinthians6:12, Paul wrote: "All thingsarelaw-
ful unto me, but al thingsarenot expedient: dl thingsare
lawful for me, but | will not be brought under the power
of any." Some people may usethisversetotry to prove
that Paul could eat unclean meats, break the Sabbath,
and do about anything hewanted to. What isthisverse
referringto? Somebdieversthought that egting dleanmesats
offered toidolsmadethefood unclean. Paul believed he
had theright to eat such foodswithout it defiling him (see
| Corinthians8:1-13and | Corinthians10:19-33). Inthe
last part of | Corinthians 6:12 Paul wrote, "but | will not
be brought under the power of any." Andin | Corinthians
10:23-24 hewrote: "All thingsarelawful for me, but all
thingsarenot expedient: al thingsarelawful for me, but
all thingsedify not. L et no man seek hisown, but every
man another'swealth.” Though Paul believed he could
eat meats sacrificed toidols, hewouldn't do soif it of -
fended another brother or sister. Back in| Corinthians
6:13, thefirst part, heeven wrote: "Meatsfor the belly,
andthebelly for mesats: but God shall destroy bothitand
them." What isimportant to God isthat we do not offend
each other.

Paul was saying, in effect, that al thingswhich God
gpproved of werelawful for himto do, even though some
of the brethren would have disagreed with him. But Paul
wasnot willing to offend another. In| Corinthians 10:32-
33hewrote: " Givenone offence, neither to the Jews, nor
tothe Gentiles, nor tothechurch of God: Evenasl please
al meninadl things, not seeking mineown profit, but the
profit of many, that they may be saved.” So grievousis
offending another of God's childrento Him that Jesus
commented in Matthew 18:6-7: "But whoso shall offend
oneof theselittleoneswhich believeinme, it were better
for him that amillstone were hanged about hisneck, and
that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto
theworld because of offences! for it must needs bethat
offences come; but woe to that man by whom the of -
fencecometh!”

Let us also be of the mind set that we don't offend
others, so that they might be saved.
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The Children's Page
LESSON |
JACOBINEGYPT

ScriptureReading: Genesis46:28-34; 47:1-12.
Golden Text: Genesis47:7.

" And Joseph brought in Jacob hisfather, and set
him beforePharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh."

1. What land did Joseph'sfamily goto? Genesis46:28.

2. Did Joseph goto meet hisfamily?What did hisfather
do when he saw him? Genesis46:29.

3. Joseph took hisfather and five of hisbrothersto Pha-
raoh. What question did Pharaoh ask them, and what
wastheir answer? Genesis47:3-4.

4. What did Pharaohtell Joseph to do with hisbrethren?
Genesis47:5-6.

5. Jacob blessed Pharaoh and then Jsoeph took hisfam-
ily into the best land of Egypt. What wasthenameof this
country? Genesis47:10-11, 27.

6. Did Joseph continueto seethat thisfamily had bread?
Genesis47:12.

7. How long did Jacob livein Egypt, and how old was
he? Genesis47:28.

8. When Jacob became old and sick, what request did
he havefor Joseph? Genessis47:29-30.

LESSON |
THELAST DAYSOFJACOB

ScriptureReading: Genesis49:28-33; 50:3,11,15,19-
26.
Golden Text: Hebrews11:22.

" By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention
of thedeparting of thechildren of I srael; and gave
commandment concer ning hisbones."

NOTE: Jacob hascalled hissonstogether so that he could
tell themwhat would befall theminthelast daysand to
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Sabbath School L essons
blessthem. Genesis49:1-2.

1. After Jacob (Israel) blesses his sons, what did hein-
struct them to do? Genesis49:29-30, 33.

2. How many days did the Egyptians mourn over the
death of Jacob? Genesis50:3.

NOTE: A scoreistwenty years.

3. When Joseph and his brethren retuned Jacob to the
land of hisfather, what did theinhabitants say? Genesis
50:11.

4. After Jacob was buried, what did Joseph'sbrothers
say about Joseph? Genesis50:15.

5. How did Joseph treat hisbrothersafter hisfather died?
Genesis50:19-21.

6. How long did Joseph livein EQypt? Genesis50:22.

7. What were Joseph'slast wordsto hisfamily? Genesis
50:24-26.

LESSON |1
ISRAEL INEGYPT

ScriptureReading: Exodus1:7-22.
Golden Text: Exodusl:7.

" And thechildren of | srael werefruitful,and in-
creased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed ex-
ceeding mighty; and theland wasfilled with them."

1. What happened to the children of Israel wholivedin
Egypt after Joseph died? Exodus 1:6-7.

2. How did the new Egyptian Pharaoh feel about the
children of Isragl ? Exodus 1:8-10.

3. What did the Egyptiansfirst do with the children of
Israel ?Exodus 1:11.

4. Why didthe Egyptianstill continueto grieve? Exodus
1:12.
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Sabbath School L essons

5. How werethechildren of |srael treated by the Egyp-
tians? Exodus 1:13-14.

6. What did theevil Egyptian king next command? Exo-
dus 1:15-16.

7. Did the midwives do asthe king commanded? Why?
Exodus1:17-21.

8. What did Pharaoh still command his peopleto do?
Exodus1:22.

LESSON IV
THEBIRTH OF MOSES

ScriptureReading: Exodus2:1-10.
Golden Text: Exodus2:10 (last part).

" And shecalled hisname M oses: and she said,
Becausel drew him out of thewater."
NOTE: Welearned in our |last |esson that Pharoah or-
dered al boy babies to be put to death. We will now
|earn about M oses and how heissaved.

1. When Moses was born, what did his mother do to
savehim? Exodus 2:2-4.

2. Who found baby Mosesin theriver? Exodus 2:5.

3. What did thesster of the baby say to Pharaoh'sdaugh-
ter? Exodus2:7.

4. Whom did she call to nursethe baby? Exodus 2:8.

5. Didthe mother take the child and nurseit? Exodus
2:9.

6. Did Moses becomethe son of Pharaoh's daughter?
Why did shecall him Moses? Exodus2:10.

7. Moses true parents had faith that God would save
their baby. Hebrews 11:23.
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BIBLE RIDDLES
By Madeline Pettet

See how many clues it takes you
to solve their riddles.

1. Welivein holes.
We are dy animals.
We spoil crops.
Samson caught 300 of us.
Who are we?

2. | wasborn the son of Lamech.
| found grace in the eyes of the Lord.
| built an ark.
Eight of us were saved from the flood.
Who are we?

3. | am a city near Jordan.
Two spies were sent to me.
Jesus healed here and also Elisha.
My walls fell down.

What is my name?

4. | am the son of Zebedee.
| am also the brother of John.
Jesus appeared to me.
Thereisabook by my name
in the New Testament.
Whoam |?

5. Wewalk in darkness.
God will mock us.
We must make a choice.
Jesuswelcomes us if we confess.
Who are we?

6. They must be avoiced.
Sometimes we get out of hand.
Herodias had one against John.
It takes two people to make me.
What am 1?
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Sory

BEING FRIENDS

" Oh, Miss Edgerton!" Tommy wasin such a hurry
to tell the newsthat he ran half a block to catch up
with the teacher as she entered the school yard and
then was so out of breath that he could not do any-
thing but sputter for a minute.

"What is the matter?" asked Miss Edgerton, and
she waited until Tommy calmed down.

" Denny Collins broke hisleg!" cried Tommy. "He
got knocked down by a car yesterday, and they put
hislegin a cast, and he hasto stay on a couch maybe
threeweeks!"

" Oh, poor Denny!" exclaimed MissEdgerton, while
the other children added what they had heard to
Tommy'sstory.

"He won't' have a chance to get the prize, will he,
Miss Edgerton?" asked Peter Loe.

"No, I'mafraidnot,” MissEdgerton answered." It's
too bad, for Denny has worked very hard. He and
you, Peter, and Lucy have stood the highest so far."
Peter looked at Lucy and Lucy looked at Peter. They
said nothing to each other. Both wanted that prize
as much as Denny did. It was a magazine for boys
and girlsto be given to the one who would make the
highest grade for the term in arithmetic. Peter and
Lucy were about even then, and Denny just a bit
ahead of them. But if Denny had to missthreeweeks
-"1 know | could get it!" said Peter to himself. And
"1 knew that | could get it!" said Lucy to hersdlf;
neither of them said anything to the other. Peter
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couldn't keep from thinking however about how
dreadful it would be to have to stay on a couch or a
chair for three weeks, and the prizes, too. And Lucy
remembered how her arm had hurt the time shefell
out of the hammock and brokeit. " AndI'djust hate
not to have a chance to win."

" Peter," said Miss Edgerton in the afternoon, " will
you gather up all Denny's books and things? I'm
going to ask you to take them to him. Maybe he can
study at home." " Yes, ma'am, " said Peter, " I'll be
glad to."

When, he had strapped them all together neatly, he
went up to Miss Edgerton's desk. " May | speak to
Lucy a minute?" he asked. Miss Edgerton said,
"Yes." Peter went back to his set after whispering
with Lucy, looking as though something very im-
portant indeed had been decided.

After school, Miss Edgerton found Peter and Lucy
waiting to speak to her, plainly eager and excited
about something.

" MissEdgerton," began Peter, " wearegoing to take
Denny's books to him every day and help him, you
know, so maybe - we thought.”

" 1f we can explain everything, Miss Edgerton, just
like you do, and he works all the problems himself
and sends them in to you, we thought maybe he'd
have a chance for the prize, anyway,” said Lucy.
Miss Edgerton looked amazed. " Of course, he
would," she said, " but you two - it would lessen
your chance, you know. None elseis near you."
"That's alright,” Peter declared hastily, " we want
him to have a fair chance, and if he winsiit, why."
"We'll beglad,” said Lucy. " We haven't any broken
legs, you see, and Denny's worked so hard he de-
servestheprize”

"Then that's fine," said Miss Edgerton. " That is
really a kind thing to do."

How did it turn out? Well, Denny, Peter and Lucy
all worked as hard as they could, fair and square,
and Denny won the prize. They had become such
good friends over the lessonsthat the magazine was
passed from one to the other each month, and Miss
Edgerton said: " it seemsto methat you all won the
prize."
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Game

* GOD MADE IT FIRST -

Many things that people have made are just imitations of God's cre-
ation. In the double puzzes below, the horizonal lines are things God has created. The vertical
lines are man's imiation of it.

=

G

R

©

1. It flies straight up,
down and sideways.

. Itsees.

. It " thinks."

. Ithears.

@i

. It protects its occupant.

. It flies.

. It swims under water.

. They swim on top of the |
water. ‘
9. It watersthe lawn.
10. It gives a particular
fragrance.
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