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A Psalm

of Moses

We think of David as being the author of many of the
PsamsintheBible. Actudly, therearemany different au-
thorsof therecorded Psalmsin the book of Psalms, in-
cludingMoses.

Psalms chapter 90 was credited to have been written by
Mosesand isbelieved to be one of the earliest written
songsrecorded inthe book of Psalms. 1t isasong about
theeternity of GOD and the brevity of man and consists
of 17 verses. Itisinteresting to review these words of
Mosesfrom amost 3,500 years ago.

The song beginsin Psaims 90: 1,2 and tellshow GOD
has always been with man. “LORD, thou hast been our
dwelling placeinal generations. Beforethemountains
were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth
andtheworld, evenfrom everlasting to everlasting, thou
art GOD.”

GOD thentellsabout mans punishment for disobedience
inverse 3“Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest,
Return, yechildren of men.” Thisremindsuswhat was
written about manin Genesis 3:19 “In the sweat of thy
face shat thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground;
for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return.”

InPsalms 90: 4-7 M osescompares GOD’slongevity with

man’'sbrevity. “For athousand yearsinthy sight are but
asyesterday whenit ispast, and asawatch inthenight.
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Thou carriest them away aswith aflood; they areasa
deep: inthemorning they arelike grasswhich groweth
up. Inthemorningit flourisheth, and groweth up; inthe
evening it iscut down, and withereth. For we are con-
sumed by thineanger, and by thy wrath arewetroubled.”

Psalms90: 8,9 reminds usthat we can hide nothing from
GOD. “Thou hast set our iniquitiesbefore thee, our se-
cret sinsinthelight of thy countenance. For al our days
are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our yearsasa
talethat istold.”

Moses continuesin verses 10 thru 12 by asking GOD to
teach uspatience “ Thedaysof our yearsarethreescore
yearsand ten; and if by reason of strength they befour-
scoreyears, yet istheir strength labour and sorrow; for it
issoon cut off, and wefly awvay. Who knoweth the power
of thineanger?even accordingtothy fear, soisthy wrath.
So teach usto number our days, that we may apply our
heartsunto wisdom.”

In verse 13 Moses asks for the LORD’s forgiveness
“Return, OLORD, how long?and let it repent thee con-
cerning thy servants.”

Hethen asksfor joy and gladnessinverses14and 15O
satisfy usearly with thy mercy; that wemay rejoiceand
beglad dl our days. Makeusglad accordingtothedays
whereinthou hast afflicted us, and theyearswhereinwe
haveseenevil.”
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Inverse 16 heasksfor the LORD’shelp “ L et thy work
appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their chil-
dren.”

M oses concludes hissong in verse 17 where he thanks
the LORD for hispresence. “And let the beauty of the
L ORD our GOD be upon us: and establish thou thework
of our handsupon us; yea, thework of our hands estab-
lishthouit.”

Reading this Psalm of M osesit reminded me of some of
thefruitsof the Holy Spirit described in the new testa-

ment. He talks of the love of GOD, joy, peace, and
longsuffering. Weread of thesefruitsof the Spiritin Gal
5:22 “But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem-
perance: against suchthereisnolaw.”

M oses ends the Psalm speaking of the beauty of the
L ORDbeing upon us. Moseswas aperson who looked
at thebig picture. Mosesistelling usto not get discour-
aged but to trust inthe Lord. We should remember his
wordswhenwegothrudifficult imesandligentohisPsdm
asit speaksto usacrosstheyears.

CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD
Apostolic Council Meeting held in June at Dallas, Texas

Members of the Twelve embrace Brother Walter Goff ashandswerelaid upon him ashewas selected asthe
newest Member of the Twelve. From left to right - Brother Pascacia Tavizon (Mexico), Brother Errol Noel
(Grenada), Brother Kent Cornwall (Canada), Brother Walter Goff (Panama), Brother Tim Buechner (San
Antonio, Texas), Brother Warren Randall (Florida) and Brother Ricky Herrera (Dallas, Texas).
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-;*Iﬁe fear of the LORD teaches a man wisdom,
- and humility comes before honor.”

~ Proverbs 15:33 ~

Thefear of the LORD isthe beginning of wisdom as
welearn from the Psalmist. Thisshowsusthat oncewe
humble oursalvesunto theAlmighty weare beginning to
bewiseunto thethingsof Him, knowing that only by Him,
and through Him, canwebeabletoliveinaworld of ain,
shame, and abominationsastheApostle Paul emphasized
unto the Philippian brethrenthat, "I know both how to be
abased, and | know how to abound: every whereandin
al things| aminstructed bothto befull and to be hungry,
both to abound and to suffer need. | can do al things
through Chrigt which strengthenethme" (Philippians4:12-
13).

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ wants us to be
humbleasalittle child so that we can bewhere He has
goneto prepareaplacefor us. A littlechild will be pun-
ished by hisor her parents, but thechild will hold onto the
same parentsfor comfort. So when we are chastened by
Almighty God, and wefed the agony and pain of chas-
tisement, wedtill haveto kned humbly beforeHimto seek
forgivenessand thank Him for the chasti sement because
the chastisement will enable usto be stronger and stron-
ger in Him. "Now no chastening for the present seemeth
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it
yieldeth the peaceablefruit of righteousnessunto them
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which areexercised thereby" (Hebrews12:11).
Chastissmentsaregrievous, but if wehumbly takethem
patiently, they will afterward do us much good. The
Apostle James admonished usto be humble: "Humble
yoursavesinthesight of theLord, and heshdl lift you up”
(James 4:10). And no matter the situation, our God is
able and capableto carry usthrough. Hehasgreat big
handswhich can do great big things. Therewasoncean
individua who dreamed hewaswalking with the Lord,
and ashislifeflashed back he saw footprintsin the sand.
But when he was in dire need, as he looked upon the
sand, he saw only one set of footprints. He then ques-
tioned the Lord: wherewert Thouwhen | needed youthe
most?the song writer declared. The Lord replied: my
precious, preciouschild, I loveyou, and | would never,
never leaveyou. During your timesof trial and suffering
when you saw only one set of footprintsin the sand, it
wasthenthat | wascarrying you. Theindividual at |ast
understood that the Lord stands on His words and al-
wayswill bethereonceweare doing what isrequired of
us according to Hiswill. In the book of Hebrews, the
gpostleadmonished: "Remember themwhich havetherule
over you, who have spoken unto you theword of God:
whose faith follow, considering the end of their
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conversation...L et your conversation bewithout covet-
ousness, and be content with such thingsasyehave: for
hehath said, | will never leavethee, nor forsakethee...But
without faith it isimpossibleto please him: for hethat
cometh to God must believethat heis, and that heisa
rewarder of themthat diligently seek him" (Hebrews13:7,
5; 11.6).

Sometimeswe might bein asituation wheretwo indi-
viduashad aquarrel and mistook youfor that individual,
and hit you very hard with an object, and they might till
beintheir ignoranceand arrogance dthough youtriedto
tell themit wasnot you, and tried to pacify the situation.
Nevertheless, when the situation has calmed down, you
haveto bethe one humbling yourself inthefear of the
Lord and goto the individual to seek hisforgiveness.
"Thereforeif thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;
Leavetherethy gift beforethedtar, and go thy way; first
bereconciled tothy brother, and then comeand offer thy
gift" (Matthew 5:23-24). Thisact of humility will carry the
day becauseif wedon't humbleoursdvesbeforethelL ord,
Hedefinitely will not betherefor usto grant usour par-
doning grace, so we haveto be careful aschildren of God
and do asthe L ord hascommanded us. "Agreewith thine
adversary quickly, whilesthou art in theway with him;
lest at any timethe adversary deliver theeto thejudge,
and thejudge ddliver theeto the officer, and thou be cast
into prison.Verily | say unto thee, Thou shat by no means
comeout thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing™
(Matthew 5:25-26).

Thelate Brother Lloyd told us something that hap-
pened to himwhen hewaslivingaworldly life. Hesaid
that hewasin apublic rest room, and anindividua came
upto him and cuffed him on hismouth and threeteeth fell
out. Hesaid he darted after theman, but couldn't get him,
but in hispain and agony all hewasthinking wasto get
back at the man. But after he became amember of the
Church of God, he understood about humbleness, for-
giveness, and the fear of the Lord. So, instead of him
wanting to get back at the man, hewent and sought his
forgivenessand a soforgavehim.

We haveto understand that since God isarewarder
of anyonewho diligently seeksHim, Hewill definitely be
therefor uswhen needs be. When we humble ourselves
andforgivementheir trespassesearnestly, Almighty God
will earnestly pardon and reward us. David could have
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killed Saul after he came after David with threethousand
soldiersbut couldn't because Almighty God humbled him.
God gave Saul into David'shand but God'sintentionwas
not for Davidtokill Saul, seeing Saul was God'sanointed.
David displayed humbleness by obeying God in not
stretching forth hishand to kill Saul, but to just cut off a
part of hisskirt, thusshowingforththeal powerfulnessof
Almighty God. " Then Saul took three thousand chosen
menout of al Isragl, and went to seek David and hismen
upon the rocks of the wild goats. And he came to the
sheepcotesby theway, wherewasacave; and Saul went
into cover hisfeet: and David and hismenremainedin
the sides of the cave. And the men of David said unto
him, Behold theday of whichthe LORD said unto thee,
Behold, | will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that
thou mayest do to him asit shall seem good unto thee.
Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe
privily. Andit cameto passafterward, that David's heart
smote him, because he had cut off Saul'sskirt. And he
said unto hismen, The LORD forbidthat | should dothis
thing unto my master, the LORD'S anointed, to stretch
forth mine hand against him, seeing heisthe anointed of
theLORD. So David stayed hisservantswith thesewords,
and suffered them not to riseagainst Saul. But Saul rose
up out of the cave, and went on hisway. David lso arose
afterward, and went out of the cave, and cried after Saul,
saying, My lord theking. And when Saul looked behind
him, David stooped with hisfaceto the earth, and bowed
himsalf. And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou
men's words, saying, Behold, David seeketh thy
hurt?...Moreover, my father, see, yea, seethe skirt of thy
robein my hand: for inthat | cut off the skirt of thy robe,
and killed thee not, know thou and seethat thereisnei-
ther evil nor transgressionin mine hand, and | have not
sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take
it...After whomistheking of Israel comeout?after whom
dost thou pursue? after adead dog, after aflea. TheLORD
therefore bejudge, and judge between meand thee, and
see, and plead my cause, and deliver meout of thinehand”
(I Samuel 24:2-9,11,14-15).

Thefear of the LORD isthe beginning of wisdom as
we learn from the Psalmist showing us that once we
humble ourselvesbefore Almighy God, and dowhat is
required of us, such asrepenting of our sinsand being
baptized and continuing to livetherein, wearebeingwise,
knowing that only by Him, and through Him, canwebe

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




abletoliveinthisdark and evil world of sin, shame, and
abomination. The Apostle Paul emphasized to the
Philippians. "RejoiceintheLord alway: andagain| say,
Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto all men.
TheLordisat hand. Becareful for nothing; but in every
thing by prayer and supplicationwith thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God. And the peace of
God, which passeth al understanding, shall keep your
heartsand mindsthrough Christ Jesus.”

The apostle a so emphasized in whatsoever stateis
our circumstanceswe are to be humble and contented,
fearing God. He concluded: "Finally, brethren, whatso-
ever thingsaretrue, whatsoever thingsare honest, what-
soever thingsarejust, whatsoever thingsare pure, what-
soever thingsarelovely, whatsoever thingsare of good
report; if therebeany virtue, and if therebeany praise,
think on these things...I know both how to be abased,
and | know how to abound: every whereandinal things
| am instructed both to befull and to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need. | can do all thingsthrough
Chrigt which grengthenethme’ (Philippians4:4-8,12-13).

Having thefear of the LORD whichisthe beginning of
wisdom and humility will helpustoachievesomuchinthe
Lord becausethe L ord will dwaysexat thasewho humble
themselvesbefore Him. In the book of Esther welearn
that instead of humbling himself beforetheLord, Haman
choseto exalt himsalf, and wanted M ordecai to humble
himself and bow beforehiminstead of God. But Mordeca
was atrue worshiper of God, so hedid that whichwas
right before God and sent a message to Queen Esther to
look into the Situation, which shedid, and asked her maid-
ensand Mordecai to gather the Jewsthat werepresentin
Shushantofast. They fasted three dayswithout eating or

drinking because no one could go to the king without an
gppointment. Nevertheless, after thefasting God humbled
theking so that when Queen Esther went to him, her fa-
vor wasgranted, Mordecai wasexated, and Hamanwas
put to death for offending achild of God.

The Scriptures declare that when someone offendsa
child of God it isbetter for themto hang amillstone about
the offender's neck and that he be drowned in the depths
of thesea. Thisiswhat happened to Haman, only instead
of being drowned, hewas hanged upon agallowswhich
he had madefor Mordecai. Also, as he had wished that
he should bearrayed with theking'sgarment and theroya
crown be put on him, and that he be placed on ahorse-
back and honored through the street, it was done unto
Mordecai instead and he had to be the one honoring
Mordecai. " Then the king said to Haman, Make haste,
and take the apparel and the horse, asthou hast said, and
do even soto Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at theking's
gate: let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken. Then
took Haman the apparel and the horse, and arrayed
Mordecal, and brought him on horseback throughthe street
of thecity, and proclaimed before him, Thusshall it be
done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour.
AndMordecal cameagaintotheking'sgate. But Haman
hasted to hishouse mourning, and having hishead cov-
ered.” All hisboastings and exaltation cameto an end.
"And Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, said beforethe
king, Behold also, the gallowsfifty cubitshigh, which
Haman had made for Mordecai, who had spoken good
for theking, standeth in the house of Haman. Thenthe
king said, Hang him thereon. So they hanged Haman on
thegallowsthat he had prepared for Mordecai. Thenwas
theking'swrath pacified” (Esther 6:10-12; 7:9-10).
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David wasagood example of humbleness, because
when the Prophet Nathan came to him concerning his
adulterous act with Bathsheba, he acknowledged hissin
and went humbly before God in fasting and prayer. The
child that resulted from the adultery died, but David was
pardoned for the sin. But as God decided what punish-
ment wasto be granted for David'ssin, aswe study the
Scriptures, we see this punisment that was meted out for
such asituation. "Thussaiththe LORD, Behold, | will
raiseup evil againg theeout of thineown house, and 1 will
takethy wivesbeforethine eyes, and givethem unto thy
neighbour, and he shall liewith thy wivesinthesight of
thissun. For thou didst it secretly: but | will do thisthing
befored| Isragl, and beforethe sun. And David said unto
Nathan, | have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan
said unto David, The LORD a so hath put away thy sin;
thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed thou
hast given great occasion to theenemiesof theLORD to
blaspheme, the child dsothat isborn unto theeshdl surely
die" (Il Samuel 12:11-14).

We seewhat David did, bringing great occasiontothe
enemies of the Lord, because even today men want to
practice adulterous and fornicating living, seeing David
did such. Even though David humbled himself and was
pardoned, peopletoday think they also can exalt them-
selves, having extramarita affairs, and thengoto God for
pardoning grace, thinking God will takeit lightly. But He
isthe same God yesterday, and today, and will befor-
ever; and snceHenever changes, apendty will bemeted
out to them aswell. "For it isimpossiblefor thosewho
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wereonce enlightened, and havetasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And
havetasted the good word of God, and the powersof the
worldtocome, If they shdl fal away, torenew themagain
unto repentance; seeing they crucify tothemselvesthe Son
of God afresh, and put him to an open shame" (Hebrews
6:4-6).

Althoughwehaveto humbleourselvesasalittlechild,
not having hatred, grudges, or being malicious, etc., we
still haveto put away childish things, and understand as
anadult, and live soberly and righteously, doing what is
right so that we can enter into thekingdom of God. When
admonishing the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul wrote:
"When | wasachild, | spakeasachild, | understood asa
child, I thought asachild: but when | becameaman, | put
away childishthings' (I Corinthians13:11). Healso ad-
moni shed the Roman brethren to be humbleashewrote:
"For | say, through thegracegiven unto me, to every man
that isamong you, not tothink of himself morehighly than
he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God
hath dedlt to every manthe measure of faith...Blessthem
which persecuteyou: bless, and cursenot...Beof thesame
mind onetoward another. Mind not high things, but con-
descend to men of low estate...Dearly beloved, avenge
not yourselves, but rather give placeunto wrath: for itis
written, Vengeanceismine; | will repay, saith the Lord.
Thereforeif thineenemy hunger, feed him; if hethirg, give
himdrink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coalsof fireon
hishead. Benot overcomeof evil, but overcomeevil with
good" (Romans12:3,14,16, first part, 19-21). Amen.

ApreviousMinister'sTraining
Convention at Headquartersin
Salem, West Virginia.

B pictured from left to right -
Andrew Cantu, Texas

Scott Mills, Ohio

Nathaniel Cruz, Texas

David Del.ong, West Virginia
Tomas Olivares, California
Gary Mills, Ohio

Ben DelLong, West Virginia

If you areinterested in partici-
pating in the next convection,
contact your local Pastor.
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mwe FEAST os

By David Royer

Background:

Weknow fromthe Bibleand the Jewish Tdmud that King
Solomon built thefirst Templefor the Children of Israel in
Jerusalem on Mount Moriah. (Now known as The
Temple Mount.) “ And, behold, | purposeto build an
house unto the name of the LORD my God, as the
LORD spake unto David my father, saying, Thy son,
whom | will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall
build an house unto my name” (I Kings 5:5).
“Construction was completed 957 B.C.” (Source:
www.britannica.com/topic/Temple-of-Jerusalem)

“The Temple suffered at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar
[l of Babylonia, who removed the Templetreasuresin
604 B.C. and 597 B.C. and totaly destroyed thebuilding
in587/586. Thisdestruction and thedeportationsof Jaws
to Babyloniawere seen asfulfillmentsof prophecy and,
therefore, strengthened Judaic religious beliefs and
awakened the hopefor re-establishing theindependent
Jewish state.” (Source: sameasabove)

Approximatdy forty-eight yearslater, “ Cyrusll, of Persig,

conquered Babylon in 538 B.C. and issued an order
allowing exiled Jewsto return to Jerusalem and rebuild
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the Temple. Work wascompletedin515B.C. Thereis
no known detailed plan of the Second Temple, whichwas
constructed asamodest version of theoriginal building.
We know it retained a Solomon’s Porch (added by
author) and was surrounded by two courtyards with
chambers, gates, and apublic square.” (Source: sameasabove)

Thefollowing history of thisSecond Templeandtheorigin
of “THE FEAST OF DEDICATION” was sourced
fromanarticlein Newsweek by ChisinaMazaon 12/12/
2017, “ What s Hanukkah and When Does It Sart?” :

“lsrael wasruled during the second century B.C. by a
Syrian-Greek peoplecaled the Sdeucids. TheSdeucids
practiced aform of Zoroastrianism, and they wanted the
Jewsto adopt their religionand culture.

Around 168 B.C. a Seleucid army descended on
Jerusdem and began daughtering Jews. They dsoerected
astatuein the Second Jewish Templeto the Greek God
Zeusand began performing animal sacrificesthere.

But a small group of Jews, led by Judah Maccabee,
eventually defeated the Seleucid army and drove the
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Greeksfromtheland. Historianssay Judah and hisarmy
used guerillawarfareto defeat the enemy over several
years.

Ultimately, the Jews regained control of the Second
Temple and, to commemorate, lit acandelabrum with
seven branchescaledamenorah. Initialy, they believed
they had only aday’ssupply of ritualy purified oil, but
accordingtolegend, the oil miraculoudly lasted for eight
days.

According to the Tamud, Judah M accabee and the other
Jewstaking partin there-dedi cation of the Second Temple
believed that they witnessed amiraclewhen themenorah
continued to burnfor eight days.

In response, religious leaders decided to celebrate an
eight-day festival of lightseach year in December, aso
known as THE FEAST OF DEDICATION. The
fedtival ismeant to commemoratethere-dedication of the
Second Temple, whichwasultimately destroyed by Roman
invadersin 70A.D., hundreds of years after the battle
withtheSdleucids.”

With thishistorical background, wenow fast forward to
Jesus' stimeand an event written in the Gospel of John,
Chapter 10, beginningwiththe22nd verse: “ Anditwas
at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was
winter. And Jesus walked in the templein Solomon’s
porch. Then came the Jews round about him, and
said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt?
If thou be the Chrigt, tell us plainly. Jesus answered
them, | told you, and ye believed not: the worksthat |
do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me. But
ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as |
said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and | know
them, and they follow me:” (John 10:22-27).

Noticethat thisFeast of Dedicationisnot part of Isragl’s
origina Levitical feast days, so therewasno reason for
worship. However, Jesusused thiscelebration occasion
tominglewith hisfelow countrymen at the Second Temple.
We can take this opportunity to re-dedicate ourselvesto
God and Hisways. Think onthesethings my brothers
andsisters.
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TheLaw Of Clean And Unclean

By David Del_ong
Many peopl e bring objectionsto thelaw of the clean and

unclean. Inthisarticlewewill look at these objectionsto
seehow the Bibleactually addressesthem.

Objection 1. Jesuscleansed al animalsfor food. This
argument istakenfrom Matthew 15:11, which reads. "Not
that which goeth into the mouth defileth aman; but that
which cometh out of themouth, thisdefilethaman." We
know that the crux of theargument that Jesuswasmaking
was giveninverses 1-2 and 19-20. They read: "Then
came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of
Jerusalem, saying, Why do thy disciplestransgressthe
tradition of theelders?for they wash not their handswhen
they eat bread...For out of theheart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, fasewitness, blas-
phemies. These arethethingswhich defileaman: but to
eat with unwashen hands defileth not aman.” 1t was about
unwashen handsthat Jesuswasreferring to. However,
thereisanother text which showsthat Jesus could not
havebeen referring to esting unclean meats, anditisfound
inGaatians4:4. Thisversereads: "But whenthefulness
of thetimewas come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, madeunder thelaw,". Jesuswas made under the
law and therefore Hewasnot alowed by God to change
that law. Thisprovesthat Hewasnot changing thelaw of
theclean and uncleanto dlow peopleto eat unclean medts.

Objection 2. God showed Peter that He had cleansed
all animalsto eat. We know the story asitisrelatedin
Acts 10. While Peter waswaiting for ameal to be pre-
pared hefdl into atrance. Verses 11-15 relatewhat hap-
pened next. "And saw heaven opened, and acertain ves-
sel descending unto him, asit had been agreat sheet knit
at thefour corners, and let down to the earth: Wherein
were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and
wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowlsof theair. And
therecameavoiceto him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. But
Peter said, Not so, Lord; for | have never eaten any thing
that iscommon or unclean. (Thisalso showsthat Jesus
had not taught Peter that he could eat unclean meats).
Andthevoicespakeunto himagainthesecond time, What
God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.” InJewish
law and tradition, if aJew cameinto contact with aGen-
tile person, then the Jew was considered unclean (com-
mon). Inthesameway, if acow (clean animal) wasinthe
same pasture with apig (unclean animal) the cow was
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considered unclean aswell. Thiswas known asbeing
"common." Notice God's exact words concerning these
stuations: " And the voi ce spake unto him again the sec-
ondtime, What God hath cleansed, that cal not thou com-
mon" (verse 15). Hedid not say He was cleansing the
common or unclean, only thecommon. Withtheanimas
inthe sheet from heaven, God wasonly cleansing theas-
sociation of the clean animal swith the unclean ones. He
wasnot cleansing theunclean animals flesh for consump-
tion. But of coursethefinal cleansing wasthat God had
accepted the Gentile peopleswho cameto trustinHim
and not only the Jewish people.

Objection 3. The book of Romans, chapter 14, al-
lowsusto eat all meats. Verses1-3reads: "Himthatis
weak inthefaith receiveye, but not to doubtful disputa-
tions. For onebdieveth that hemay eat dl things. another,
who isweak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth de-
spisehimthat eateth not; and let not himwhich eateth not
judge him that eateth: for God hath received him." The
issue of Paul's day was not whether one could eat un-
clean meats, but rather, could one eat clean meatsthat
had been sacrificed toidols (seel Corinthians8 and 10).
A strong believer thought he could eat such meats, but a
weak brother believed he shouldn't. Romans 14:14isa
versethat iswidely misunderstood. Thisversereads: "l
know, and am persuaded by the L ord Jesus, that thereis
nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any
thing to beunclean, to himitisunclean.” Theword for
uncleaninthisverse should have beentrandated "com-
mon". The situation is the same as we looked at from
Objection 3. Paul issaying that thereisnothing common
of itself. The association of apigwith acow inthesame
pasture could not makethe cow unclean, nor could clean
mesatswhich had been offered to anidol makethe meats
unclean.

Objection 4. | Timothy 4:1-5 declaresthat, "For ev-
ery creature of Godisgood, and nothing to berefused...”
L et usquotethefull passage. "Now the Spirit speaketh
expresdly, that in thelatter timessome shall depart from
thefaith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils, Speaking liesin hypocrisy; having their conscience
seared with ahot iron; Forbidding to marry, and com-
manding to abstain from meats, which God hath created
to bereceived with thanksgiving of themwhich believe
and know thetruth. For every creature of God isgood,
and nothing to berefused, if it bereceived with thanks-
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giving: For itissanctified by theword of God and prayer.”
Therearetwo waysof looking at these verses. Thefirst
way isthat the meatswe can eat are "sanctified by the
word of God and prayer.” Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy
14 givesusthelist of animalsthat we can and can't eat.
Andwe should pray over thefood. The second way of
looking at these verses is the same as in Objection 4.
Praying over sanctified meats will blessthemestsif they
have been offeredtoanidal.

Thereredlly areno biblical aternativesto thelaw of
theclean and unclean. From Genesisto Reveation, only
clean meatsare acceptableto God for mankind's eating.
Abd had flocks of sheep, not herdsof pigs(Genesis4.2-
4); Abraham had acalf dressed for hisguests, not pork
ribs (Genesis 18:7); | saac had Esau hunt him someveni-
son, not awild pig (Genesis 27:1-4); Noah had both clean
and unclean animals, designated by God, brought into the
ark with himand hisfamily (Genesis 7:2). When it came
timefor the passover, Godtold thelsradlitestokegpup a
lamb fromthe 10th day of thefirst monthtothe 14th, then
kill thelambin the beginning of the 14th day. Only clean
animascould be sacrificedtotheLord. Leviticus11 and
Deuteronomy 14 givetheanima sthat areto be eaten and
thosewhich areto berefused. Inthe parableof theprodiga
son, it was adisgrace for the son to feed pigs, and his
father killed only afatted calf for him on hisreturn home.
When Jesus comesagain those esting unclean mestscould
be destroyed by theLord (Isaiah 66:15-17). Asour study
hasindicated, Jesus did not cleanse unclean meats. God
did not instruct Peter to eat unclean animals. And Paul did
not writeto the Romans, nor to Timothy, to say that un-
clean meats could be eaten. Even the Apostle John, in
Revelation 18:1-2, indicatesthat therearestill unclean
birds. "And after thesethings| saw another angel come
down from heaven, having great power; and the earth
waslightened with hisglory. And hecried mightily witha
strong voice, saying, Babylonthegreat isfalen, isfalen,
and isbecome the habitation of devils, and the hold of
every foul spirit, and acage of every unclean and hateful
bird."

Many peopletwist thetrue message of the Scriptures
to suit their own wantsand desires. Yes, it doesin many
instances, requireadetailed study of God'sWordto find
thetruth. But, for those who aretruly looking, thetruth
can certainly befound. God blessyou, dear reader, to be
faithful totheLord and Histruthismy prayer!
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LESSONI
THELAW OF THE CLEANAND UNCLEAN

ScriptureReading: Deuter onomy 14:2-20.
Golden Text: L eviticus 20: 26.

" And yeshall beholy untome: for | theLORD
am holy, and have severed you from other people,
that yeshould bemine."

1. Who madethelaw of theclean and unclean?Leviticus
11:45-47.

2. When Israel kept the clean and unclean, were they
separated from other people? L eviticus 20:25-27.

3. What do we find about the clean and unclean in
Deuteronomy 14:3-207

4. Do we provoke God to anger if we know about the
clean and unclean but do not follow it? | saiah 65:1-16.

5. What did the L ord say through theA postle Paul about
theclean and unclean?Il Corinthians6:17-18,

NOTE: Anidol isuncleanunto God. So aretheanimals
that God said not to eat. "Touching," in referenceto the
unclean animal, means, "nottoeat it."

6. Did Paul writeto Timothy and say itisaright to eat the
uncleaninl Timothy 4:1-6?

7. Peoplewho eat the unclean are an abomination to
God. Canthey haveeternd lifeif they eat unclean meats?
Revelation 21:8.

NOTE: If weesat theunclean animal, wedefile our bod-
ies. Thebody isthetempleof God and HisHoly Spirit. If
wedefileit, we cannot enter the New Jerusalem.

8. What will happen to these peoplewho follow false

teachingsand eat unclean mestswhen Jesuscomesagain?
Isaiah 66:17-18.
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LESSON I
PAYINGTITHE
ScriptureReading: Genesis14:17-24.
Golden Text: Malachi 3:8.
"Will aman rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But yesay, Wherein havewerobbed thee? In tithes
and offerings.”

1. Whodidthe"priest of themost high God" bless, and
what did he give? Genesis14:18-20.

2. What istheking of Salem also called?Hebrews7:1-
2.

3. Whoishigher than the priest M el chisedec? Hebrews
6:20.

4. How doessomeonerob God? Malachi 3:8-9.

5. What will be poured out upon those who pay their
tithe?Maachi 3:10-12.

6. How are God's ministersto be paid? | Corinthians
9:13-14.

NOTE: Weshouldlook after the needs of our ministers.
A minister indistresscannot befruitful.

7. What arewerequired to doinadditionto paying tithe?
Matthew 23:23.

8. What part of our increaseisto be used for thetithe?
Numbers 18:21-26.

LESSON I
THE LORD'SSUPPER
ScriptureReading: | Corinthians11:23-29.
Golden Text: | Corinthians5:7 (last part).

" For even Christ our passover issacrificed for
us."
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1. When was I sragl to observethe Passover, and what
wasthereasonfor theinstitution of it? Exodus 12:2, 17-
18, 27.

2. What month did the children of Israel come out of
Egypt? Exodus13:4.

3. For how long wasthismemorial to be kept? Exodus
12:14.

4. \Whoisour Passover?| Corinthians5s:7.

5. Who did Jesus send to prepare the Passover, and
what did Hetell them?Luke 22:8-12.

6. Didthisall happen asJesussaid?Luke22:13.

7.What did Jesusdo to thedisciplesthat wasdoneasan
examplefor ustoday?John 13:12-17.

8. What isthe symbol of Jesus's body? | Corinthians
11:23.

9. What does| Corinthians 11:26 mean to you?

NOTE: Jesusinstituted the Lord's Supper so that we can
remember Him. Oncewe are baptized and havereceived
theHoly Spirit, we al so should wash one another'sfeet
and partake of theemblemsof Christ. Wedo thisoncea
year, at thetime appointed, as Jesusdid.

LESSON IV
WHAT HAPPENSWHENWE DIE?
ScriptureReading: Job 14:1-22.
Golden Text: Job 14:12.

" Soman lieth down, and riseth not: till theheav-
ensbenomore, they shall not awake, nor beraised
out of their sleep.”

1. What happenswhen wedie? Psalm 146:3-4.

2. What does | saiah say about the people of God who
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die?Isaiah 26:19.

3. When aperson dies, doeshego to heaven? Job 14:12-
14.

4. Did David ascend into the heavens?Acts 2: 34.

5. When God's people die, what doesthe Bible say has
happened to them?| Thessalonians4:13-14.

6. Do thedead praisethe Lord?Psalm 115:17.
7. Indeath, isthereany remembrance? Psalm 6:5.

8. What will hgppena thelast trump?1 Corinthians 15:51-
56.

9. Do any of God's people have the promise yet? He-
brews 11:13-16, 39-40.

THAT'SWHY | LOVE HIM SO

Let's thank God for the little hills,
For creeks and rivers, too.

For treesto give us pleasant shade,
For skies of brightest blue.

Let'sthank Him for the pretty flowers,
For animals and bees;

For fishesin the sparkling brook,
and birds up in the trees.

God loves the pretty things He's made,
Heloves me, too, | know.

He gives me everything | need -
That'swhy | love Him so.

Answers to First Things In The Bible -1. Genesis, 2. In the
beginning, 3. Adam, 4. Eve, 5. Cain, Abel, 6. Light, 7. Jabal, 8.
fig leaves, 9. Nimrod, 10. Abel, 11. Cain, 12, Jabal, 13.
Tubalcain, 14. Joseph, 15. Abraham, 16. Raven.
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TERR%SNEW
fﬁ“ZZLE “

"Mother,” Terry caled, "I can't find my new puzzle. Have
you seenit?1 can't remember what | didwithit."

"No," Mother answered, "l don't remember seeing it at
dl."

Thepuzzlewasonethat Uncleimhad given Terry for his
birthday, and Terry liked to put it together. It made abeau-
tiful, big pictureof ashipwhenit wasfinished. Terry looked
and looked, but he could not find hispuzzle.
"Areyousureitisn'tinyour room?' Mother asked.
"I'msure,” said Terry. "But it wasthereyesterday. At least
I'm quitesureit was. | wonder if immy knowswhereit
is." Hewentinto little brother JImmy'sroom. "Haveyou
seenmy puzzle, Jmmy?'

Jmmy wasstting onthefloor playingwithawoodentrain.
"Puzzle?' heasked.

"Youknow," said Terry, "thebox with al thelittle pieces
init that makesabig boat when | put them together.”
"Boat," saild Jmmy. "Jimmy makeboat." Hewentto his
closet and opened the door. " Jimmy make boat" hesaid
agan.

Terry went to look. Parts of the puzzle were scattered
hereand there over thefloor of the closet.

"Oh, no!" gasped Terry. "It'sdl over everywhere. I'll never
find al of the pieces. Never." He looked down at the
floor. The puzzle box was broken at the corners. "You
naughty boy,” Terry yelled. " Just seewhat you did to my
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puzzle. What did you do tothebox?Didyou sit onit?’
Jmmy beganto cry." immy makesboat. Pretty boat for
Terry."

Mother heard al the noiseand cameintotheroom. Terry
showed her the puzzle and the broken box.

"What wereyou doingwith Terry'snew puzzle?' sheasked
Jmmy.

"Jimmy make boat," Jimmy repeated. "Make boat for
Terry."

"Wereyoutrying to put it together for me?' Terry asked.
Jmmy nodded. "Terry'sboat. Jmmy make."

"Oh, Mother," said Terry. "Jimmy wastrying to helpme,
and | scolded him and made him cry." He put hisarm
around Jmmy. "Help brother pick upthepuzzle," hesad.
Terry picked up the broken box. Mother said, "Wecan
menditwithmendingtepe. I'l dothat whileyouand Immy
pick up thepieces."

Soon the box was mended. Terry and Jimmy picked up
thepuzzle. Terry put the puzzletogether to seeif any puzzle
piecesweremissing. At last, hehad found dl of the pieces,
Jmmy clapped hishandswhen he saw the picture of the
beautiful ship. "Pretty boat," hesaid. " Pretty, pretty boat.”
"Doyouliketheship?' Terry asked. "Wewant youto see
thepicture. I'll put it together for you, but you mustn't get
brother'sthingswithout asking."

"Jmmy begood," he promised. "Begood for Terry." And
hewas.
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FIRST THINGS
1. What isthefirst book in the Bible?
2. What are thefirst three wordsin the Bible?
3. Who was the first man in the Bible?
4. Who was the first woman? (Genesis 3:20)

5. What wasthefirst murder in the Bible? (Genesis
4*)

6. What was the first thing God ever made? (Gen-
esis1:3)

7. Who wasthefirst man to livein atent? (Genesis
4:20)

8. Of what were the first clothes mentioned in the
Bible made? (Genesis 3:7)

9. Who wasthefirst hunter of the Bible? (Genesis
10:9)

10. Who was the first shepherd of the Bible? (Gen-
esis4:2)

11. Who was the first farmer or "tiller of the
ground" ? (Genesis 3:23)

12. Who was the first to play musical instruments?
(Genesis4:21)

13. Who was the first to work with brass and iron?
(Genesis 4:22)

14. Who was the first man in the Bible to shave?
(Genesis41:14)

15. Who was the first man to buy a piece of land?
(Genesis 23:20)

16. What is the first bird mentioned in the Bible?
(Genesis8:7)
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Draw a line around the things you think
a Child of God should do.

1. Tel lies.
2. Keep away from evil things.
3. Help mother.
4. Pick the neighbor's flowers.
5. Befriendly.
6. Play games on Sabbath morning instead of
going to church.
7. Go to Sabbath School.
8. Help clean the church.
9. Pray.
10. Swear.
11. Try to be like Jesus.
12. Read the Bible every day.

Jesus ascended into heaven in a cloud.
He gave some instructions before leaving.
Sart at the * and find themessage.

If you need help look up Mark 16:15.
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