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" God thundereth marvellously with his voice; great things doeth he,
which we cannot comprehend. For he saith to the snow, Be thou on
the earth; likewise to the small rain, and to the great rain of his
strength. He sealeth up the hand of every man; that all men may know
hiswork" (Job 37:5-7).




Therearethe Ten Commandmentswhichwedo have
to obey andtolive by, which werewritten by thefinger of
Almighty God Himsdlf; therearea so satutes, judgments,
and ordinances such asbeing kind, loving, caring, hospi-
table, etc. Inthe Ten Commandments, thereisonecom-
mandment with apromise, whereby it readsthus. "Honour
thy father and thy mother: that thy daysmay belong upon
theland which the LORD thy God giveththee" (Exodus
20:12). Honour hereisto show respect. Yes! Wemust
respect our parents. "For God commanded, saying,
Honour thy father and mother: and, Hethat curseth father
or mother, let him diethedeath. But ye say, Whosoever
shall say to hisfather or hismother, Itisagift, by whatso-
ever thou mightest be profited by me; And honour not his
father or hismother, he shall befree. Thushaveye made
the commandment of God of none effect by your tradi-
tion" (Matthew 15:4-6).

Neverthel ess, we must be obedient unto our parents
inthe LORD, meaning parentswho aretrying their ut-
most best to do thethings commanded by Almighty God.
Theapostle Paul wroteto the Ephesian brethren: " Chil-
dren, obey your parentsintheLord: for thisisright. Honour
thy father and mother; (whichisthefirst commandment
with promise;) That it may bewell with thee, and thou
mayest livelong ontheearth. And, yefathers, provoke
not your children to wrath: but bring them upinthenur-
tureand admonition of theLord" (Ephesians6:1-4). As
children of God, we must know whereto draw theline
when our parentsare encouraging usto do wrong things
likestedling, defrauding, embezzling, etc. Attimes, weas
children of God need to admonish our parentsif they are
encouraging usto do thewrongthings. Eventhechildren
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entsare encouraging and forcing them to do thethings
that arewrong, but some haveto comply for variousrea-
sons. Inthebook of First Samual, Eli'ssonsdid not obey
him, and hedid not take precautionary measuresand warn
them sternly because of their perniciousways. ThusAl-
mighty God destroyed him and them; even hisdaughter-
in-law died when she gave birth; and also the | sraglites
lost their battle against the Philistines. But before de-
struction, thereisalwaysawarning from God, and we
must understand and take the warning whenitisbeing
given, despitewhom or where or whenitisgiven. We
seeinthisparticular instanceAlmighty God sent Hiswarn-
ing through alittle child, who was Samuel. First, let us
look at what Eli'ssonsdid: "Now the sonsof Eli were
sonsof Belid; they knew not theLORD. Andthepriests
custom with the peoplewas, that, when any man offered
sacrifice, the priest's servant came, whilethefleshwasin
seething, with afleshhook of threeteethin hishand; And
he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all
that the fleshhook brought up the priest took for himself.
Sothey didin Shilohuntodl thelsradlitesthat camethither.
Also beforethey burnt thefat, the priest's servant came,
and said to theman that sacrificed, Givefleshtoroast for
the priest; for hewill not have sodden flesh of thee, but
raw. Andif any man said unto him, Let them not fail to
burn thefat presently, and then take as much asthy soul
desireth; then hewould answer him, Nay; but thou shalt
giveitmenow: andif not, I will takeit by force. Where-
forethesin of theyoung menwasvery great beforethe
LORD: for men abhorred the offering of theLORD" (1
Samuel 2:12-17).
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We see herethat although Almighty God gavethem as
much flesh astheir soul desired, yet they could not wait
for the priest to perform hisduties, but they wanted to
take theflesh by force before the fat was burnt, which
was not supposed to be. ThusAlmighty God told Samuel
what He would do. "And the LORD said to Samuel,
Behold, | will doathinginlsrad, a which both theearsof
every onethat hearethit shall tingle. Inthat day | will
perform against Eli all thingswhich | have spoken con-
cerning hishouse: when | begin, I will also makean end.
For | havetold himthat | will judge hishousefor ever for
theiniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made
themselvesvile, and herestrained them not. And there-
forel haveswornunto thehouseof Eli, that theiniquity of
Eli'shouse shal not be purged with sacrifice nor offering
forever" (1Samue 3:11-14).

We saw thewarning, and although Eli knew what his
sonswere doing, herestrained them not: thusAlmighty
God concluded that sacrifice nor offering could be ableto
purgethem becausetheir snsweregreat. And so before
Eli searched hisheart and tried hisbest to even secure
himself, he concluded that "Itisthe LORD: let Him do
what seemeth him good.” So the LORD did what was
best. And the word of the LORD was revealed unto
Samuel in Shiloh. "Andtheword of Samuel cametoall
Isradl. Now | srael went out againgt the Philistinesto battle,
and pitched beside Eben-ezer: and the Philistines pitched
inAphek. And the Philistines put themselvesin array
against Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel was
smitten beforethe Philistines: and they dew of thearmy in
thefield about four thousand men. Andwhen the people
werecomeinto thecamp, theeldersof |srael said, Where-
fore hath the LORD smitten usto day beforethe Philis-
tines? Let usfetch theark of the covenant of the LORD
out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it
may save usout of thehand of our enemies. Sothepeople
sent to Shilloh, that they might bring fromthencetheark of
the covenant of the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth be-
tween the cherubims. and thetwo sonsof Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas, weretherewith theark of the covenant of God.
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And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came
into the camp, all Israel shouted with agreat shout, so
that theearth rang again. And when the Philistinesheard
thenoise of the shout, they said, What meaneththe noise
of thisgreat shout inthe camp of the Hebrews?And they
understood that the ark of the LORD was comeinto the
camp. AndthePhilistineswereafraid, for they said, God
iscomeinto the camp. And they said, Woe unto us! for
there hath not been such athing heretofore. Woe unto
us! who shall deliver usout of the hand of these mighty
Gods?these arethe Godsthat smotethe Egyptianswith
al theplaguesinthewilderness. Bestrong, and quit your-
selveslikemen, O yePhilistines, that ye be not servants
unto the Hebrews, asthey have been to you: quit your-
sveslikemen, andfight. Andthe Philistinesfought, and
|srael was smitten, and they fled every maninto histent:
andtherewasavery great daughter; for therefell of Is-
ragl thirty thousand footmen. And theark of God was
taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas,
weredain. And thereranaman of Benjamin out of the
army, and cameto Shiloh the same day with hisclothes
rent, and with earth upon hishead. Andwhen he came,
lo, Eli sat upon aseat by thewaysidewatching: for his
heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man
cameintothecity, andtoldit, all thecity cried out. And
when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, What
meaneth the noise of thistumult?And the man camein
hastily, andtold Eli. Now Eli wasninety and eight years
old; and hiseyeswere dim, that he could not see. And
theman said unto Eli, | am hethat came out of thearmy,
and | fled to day out of thearmy. And hesaid, What is
theredone, my son? And the messenger answered and
said, Isradl isfled beforethe Philistines, and there hath
been also agreat slaughter among the people, and thy
two sonsalso, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the
ark of Godistaken. Andit cameto pass, when hemade
mention of theark of God, that hefell from off the seat
backward by the side of the gate, and his neck brake,
and hedied: for hewasan old man, and heavy. And he
had judged I srael forty years. And hisdaughter in law,
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Phinehas wife, waswith child, near to beddivered: and
when sheheard thetidingsthat the ark of God wastaken,
and that her father inlaw and her husband weredeed, she
bowed hersdlf and travailed; for her painscame upon her.
And about thetime of her death thewomen that stood by
her said unto her, Fear not; for thou hast borneason. But
sheanswered not, neither did sheregardit. And shenamed
thechild Ichabod, saying, Theglory isdepartedfromIs-
rael: becausethe ark of God wastaken, and because of
her father in law and her husband. And she said, The
glory isdeparted from Isradl: for theark of Godistaken™
(1 Samudl 4:1-22).

"And the Philistinestook the ark of God, and brought
it from Ebenezer untoAshdod. Whenthe Philistinestook
theark of God, they brought it into the house of Dagon,
and set it by Dagon. And when they of Ashdod arose
early onthemorrow, behold, Dagonwasfallenupon his
facetotheearth beforethe ark of the LORD. And they
took Dagon, and set himin hisplaceagain. Andwhen
they arose early onthe morrow morning, behold, Dagon
wasfallen upon hisfaceto the ground beforethe ark of
the LORD; and the head of Dagon and both the palms of
hishandswere cut off upon thethreshold; only the stump
of Dagonwasleft to him. Thereforeneither the priestsof
Dagon, nor any that comeinto Dagon's house, tread on
thethreshold of DagoninAshdod untothisday. But the
hand of the L ORD was heavy upon them of Ashdod, and
he destroyed them, and smote them with emerods, even
Ashdod and the coasts thereof. And when the men of
Ashdod saw that it was so, they said, Theark of the God
of Israel shall not abidewith us: for hishandissoreupon

us, and upon Dagon our god They sent therefore and
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gathered all thelords of the Philistines unto them, and
said, What shall wedo with theark of the God of Isragl ?
Andthey answered, L et the ark of the God of Israel be
carried about unto Gath. And they carried theark of the
God of Israel about thither. Andit wasso, that, after they
had carried it about, the hand of the LORD was against
the city with avery great destruction: and he smotethe
men of thecity, both small and great, and they had emerods
intheir secret parts. Thereforethey sent theark of God
to Ekron. Andit cameto pass, astheark of God cameto
Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, saying, They have
brought about the ark of the God of |srael to us, today us
and our people. So they sent and gathered together all
thelordsof the Philistines, and said, Send away theark of
theGod of Isradl, and | et it go again to hisown place, that
it slay us not, and our people: for there was a deadly
destruction throughout all the city; the hand of God was
very heavy there. Andthemen that died not were smitten
with the emerods: and the cry of the city went up to
heaven" (1 Samuel 5:1-12).

Wewould have seen herethe Philistinesweretroubled
because of the Ark of God, because astheArk of God
was placed by Dagontheir god, Dagonwas crushed, aso
many people of the Philistinesdied, while otherswere
smittenwith emerods, but whentheArk of God waswith
thelsraglites, they would be blessed, depending on how
they kept it, because we would have seen many people
of Beth-shemesh died becausethey had looked into the
Ark of God. "And he smotethe men of Beth-shemesh,
becausethey had looked into theark of the LORD, even
he smote of the peoplefifty thousand and threescore and
ten men: and the peopl e Iamented becausethe LORD
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had smitten many of the peoplewithagreat d aughter.
And themen of Beth-shemesh said, Whoisableto stand
beforethisholy LORD God?and to whomshall hego up
fromus? Andthey sent messengersto theinhabitants of
Kirjath-jearim, saying, The Philistineshave brought again
theark of the LORD; comeyedown, and fetchit upto
you" (I Samuel 6:19-21).

Wewould have seen that the Philistineshad acknowl-
edged the goodness of Almighty God towardsHispeople
and what Heisableand capable of doing for them, when
andwhere. And sincethe Philistineswereafraid of keep-
ing the Ark of God because He had plagued them with
emerods, they decided to makeimages of emerodsand
images of micewith gold and send back theArk of God
unto the | sraelites because most peoplethat worshipidols
would placethingsbeforethe r idol shoping they had need
of something or that their god would probably have need
of something, but our God has need of nothing because
al thingsareHis. "Theearthisthe LORD'S, and the
fulnessthereof; theworld, and they that dwell therein...
Hear, O my people, and | will speak; O lsrael, and | will
testify against thee: | am God, eventhy God...For every
beast of theforest ismine, and the cattle upon athousand
hills. I know all thefowlsof themountains: and thewild
beastsof thefieldaremine. If | werehungry, | would not
tell thee: for theworld ismine, and the fulnessthereof.
Will | eat theflesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?
Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vowsunto the
most High: And cal uponmeintheday of trouble: | will
deliver thee, andthou shdt glorify me' (Psalm 24:1; 50:7,
10-15). ThePhilistinesset back theArk of God withthe
imageshoping that Almighty God would pardonthemfor
thelir folly, but Hetakesno delightinfools. "...but if any
man be aworshipper of God, and doeth hiswill, him he
heareth" (John 9:31 last part).

We must understand what Almighty God said: "And
the LORD said unto Moses, | will do thisthing a so that
thou hast spoken: for thou hast found graceinmy sight,
and | know theeby name. And hesaid, | beseech thee,
shew methy glory. Andhesaid, | will makeall my good-
ness passbeforethee, and | will proclaim the nameof the
LORD beforethee; and will begracioustowhom I will
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be gracious, and wi I I shew mercy onwhom | will shew
mercy (Exodus 33:17-19). Only thosewho believe, are
baptized, and cal upon thenameof Almighty Godwill be
saved. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believethinhim should
not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). "For
God sent not his Soninto theworld to condemn theworld;
but that the world through him might be saved. Hethat
believeth on himisnot condemned: but hethat believeth
not iscondemned already, because he hath not believed
inthe nameof theonly begotten Son of God. Andthisis
the condemnation, that light iscomeinto theworld, and
men loved darknessrather than light, becausetheir deeds
wereevil. For every onethat doeth evil hateththelight,
neither cometh to thelight, lest hisdeeds should bere-
proved. But hethat doeth truth comethto thelight, that
hisdeedsmay be made manifest, that they arewroughtin
God" (John 3:17-21).

Almighty God did not really pardon the Philistines, but
hehad giventhem victory over thelsraglitesbecause the
Israelites were disobedient at the moment. "And the
LORD saidto Samudl, Behold, | will doathinginlsradl,
at which both the ears of every onethat heareth it shall
tingle. Inthat day | will performagaingt Eli dl thingswhich
| have spoken concerning hishouse: when | begin, 1 will
adsomakeanend. For | havetold himthat | will judgehis
housefor ever for theiniquity which heknoweth; because
his sonsmade themselvesvile, and herestrained them
not. And thereforel have sworn unto the house of Eli,
that theiniquity of Eli'shouse shall not be purged with
sacrificenor offeringfor ever...And the Philistinesfought,
and |srael was smitten, and they fled every maninto his
tent: and therewasavery great daughter; for therefell of
Isradl thirty thousand footmen. Andtheark of God was
taken; and thetwo sonsof Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were
dan" (1Samuel 3:11-14; 4:10-11).

Wemust understand once we are obedient unto Him,
Hewill definitely pardon usfrom our sinsand our iniqui-
ties. "And Moses made haste, and bowed hishead to-
ward the earth, and worshipped. And hesaid, If now |
havefound graceinthy sight, O Lord, letmy Lord, | pray
thee, goamong us; for it isastiffnecked people; and par-
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don our iniquity and our sin, and take usfor thineinherit-
ance. And hesaid, Behold, | makeacovenant: beforeal
thy peoplel will do marvels, such ashave not been done
indl theearth, nor inany nation: and al the peopleamong
whichthou art shall seethework of theLORD: foritisa
terriblethingthat | will dowith thee. Observethou that
which I command theethisday: behold, | drive out be-
foretheetheAmorite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite,
andthe Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite. Take
heed to thysdlf, lest thou makeacovenant with theinhab-
itantsof theland whither thou goest, lest it befor asnare
inthemidst of thee: But yeshd| destroy their dtars, bresk
their images, and cut down their groves. For thou shalt
worship no other god: for theLORD, whosenameis Jedl-
ous, isajealousGod" (Exodus34:8-14).
Asthegreatnessof Almighty God keepsunfoldingin
Hiswonderful words, wewould have seen how Hemade
an ass to speak unto a man because of disobedience.
"Andthechildren of Israel set forward, and pitchedinthe
plainsof Moab onthisside Jordan by Jericho. And Balak
the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the
Amorites. And Moab was soreafraid of the people, be-
cause they were many: and Moab was distressed be-
cause of thechildren of Israel. And Moab said unto the
eldersof Midian, Now shall thiscompany lick up al that
areround about us, asthe ox licketh up the grass of the
field. And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the
Moabitesat that time. He sent messengersthereforeunto
Baaam the son of Beor to Pethor, whichisby theriver of
theland of thechildren of hispeople, tocall him, saying,
Behold, thereisapeople come out from Egypt: behold,
they cover theface of theearth, and they abideover againgt
me: Come now therefore, | pray thee, curse me this
people; for they aretoo mighty for me: peradventurel
shall prevail, that we may smitethem, and that | may drive
them out of theland: for | wot that hewhom thou blessest
isblessed, and hewhom thou cursestiscursed. Andthe
elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with
therewardsof divination intheir hand; and they came
unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak.
And he said unto them, L odge herethisnight, and | will
bring youword again, asthe LORD shdll speak unto me:
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and the princes of M oab abode with Balaam. And God
came unto Balaam, and said, What men are these with
thee? And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of
Zippor, king of Moab, hath sent unto me, saying, Behold,
thereisapeople comeout of Egypt, which covereth the
face of theearth: comenow, cursemethem; peradventure
| shall be able to overcome them, and drive them out.
And God said unto Balaam, Thou shat not gowith them;
thou shalt not curse the people: for they are blessed"
(Numbers22:1-12).

We see here that Almighty God told Balaam that he
should not curse the people because they were already
blessed by Him. Nevertheless, because of materid things,
heforced himself to consult God again and again; thus
Almighty God wasangry with him and told him that he
should go, but only thewordsthat God told him, that he
should speak. "And God cameunto Balaam at night, and
said unto him, If themen cometo call thee, rise up, and
go with them; but yet the word which | shall say unto
thee, that shalt thou do. And Balaamroseupinthemorn-
ing, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of
Moab. And God'sanger was kindled because hewent:
and theangel of the LORD stood in theway for an ad-
versary againgt him. Now hewasriding upon hisass, and
his two servants were with him. And the ass saw the
angel of the LORD standing intheway, and hissword
drawn in his hand: and the ass turned aside out of the
way, and went into thefield: and Balaam smotetheass, to
turnher intotheway. But theangdl of the LORD stood in
apath of thevineyards, awall beingonthisside, anda
wall onthat side. Andwhen the asssaw theanged of the
LORD, she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed
Balaam'sfoot against thewall: and he smote her again.
Andtheangel of the LORD went further, and stoodina
narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the
right hand or to theleft. And when the ass saw the angel
of theLORD, shefell down under Balaam: and Balaam's
anger waskindled, and hesmotetheasswith agtaff. And
the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said
unto Balaam, What have| done unto thee, that thou hast
smitten methesethreetimes? And Balaam said unto the

ass, Because thou hast mocked me: | would therewerea
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sword in mine hand, for now would | kill thee. And the
ass said unto Balaam, Am not | thine ass, upon which
thou hast ridden ever sincel wasthineunto thisday?was
| ever wont to do so unto thee? And hesaid, Nay. Then
the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the
angel of the LORD standing intheway, and hissword
drawnin hishand: and he bowed down hishead, and fell
flat on hisface. Andtheangel of the LORD said unto
him, Wherefore hast thou smitten thine assthese three
times?behold, | went out to withstand thee, becausethy
way is perverse before me: And the ass saw me, and
turned from methesethreetimes: unless she had turned
fromme, surely now also | had dainthee, and saved her
alive. And Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, |
have sinned; for | knew not that thou stoodest intheway
against me: now therefore, if it displeasethee, | will get
me back again. And the angel of the LORD said unto
Balaam, Go with the men: but only theword that | shall
speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went
with the princes of Balak. And when Balak heard that
Baaam was come, hewent out to meet him unto acity of
Moab, whichisin the border of Arnon, whichisinthe
utmost coast. And Balak said unto Balaam, Did | not
earnestly send unto theeto call thee? wherefore camest
thou not unto me?am | not ableindeed to promotethee
to honour? And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, | am come
unto thee: havel now any power at al to say any thing?
theword that God putteth in my mouth, that shall | speak”
(Numbers 22:20-38).

We see here that Almighty God already blessed the
children of Isragl and no one, whether they werepriest or
prophet, could cursethem. Thuswewould have seenthe
end of Balaam ashewas spoken of by the apostle Peter.
But there were fal se prophets also among the people,
evenasthereshdl befd seteachersamong you, who privily
shall bringin damnable heresies, even denyingtheLord
that bought them, and bring upon themsel ves swift de-
struction. And many shall follow their perniciousways,
by reason of whom theway of truth shall beevil spoken
of. Andthrough covetousnessshd | they withfeignedwords
make merchandiseof you: whosejudgment now of along
timelingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.
For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast
them downto hdll, and delivered theminto chainsof dark-
ness, to be reserved unto judgment; And spared not the
oldworld, but saved Noah the eighth person, apreacher
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of righteousness, bringing in theflood upon theworld of
theungodly; Andturning thedcitiesof Sodomand Gomorrha
into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making
them an ensampl e unto those that after should live un-
godly; And delivered just L ot, vexed with thefilthy con-
versation of thewicked: (For that righteousman dwelling
among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed hisrighteous
soul from day to day withtheir unlawful deeds;) TheLord
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and
to reservethe unjust unto the day of judgment to be pun-
ished: But chiefly themthat walk after thefleshinthelust
of uncleanness, and despi se government. Presumptuous
arethey, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of
dignities. Whereasangels, which are greater in power
and might, bring not railing accusation against them be-
foretheLord. Butthese, asnatural brute beasts, madeto
betaken and destroyed, speak evil of thethingsthat they
understand not; and shall utterly perishintheir own cor-
ruption; And shall receivethereward of unrighteousness,
asthey that count it pleasuretoriot inthe day time. Spots
they areand blemishes, sporting themsd veswith their own
deceivingswhilethey feast with you; Having eyesfull of
adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling un-
stable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous
practices, cursed children: Which haveforsakentheright
way, and are gone astray, following theway of Balaam
theson of Bosor, wholoved thewages of unrighteousness,
But wasrebuked for hisiniquity: the dumb ass speaking
with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.
These are wellswithout water, cloudsthat are carried
withatempest; to whom themist of darknessisreserved
for ever. For when they speak great swelling words of
vanity, they dlurethrough thelusts of theflesh, through
much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from
themwholiveinerror. Whilethey promisethem liberty,
they themsdlvesarethe servantsof corruption: for of whom
amanisovercome, of the sameishebrought in bondage.
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of theworld
through the knowledge of the L ord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome,
thelatter endisworsewith them than the beginning. For
it had been better for them not to have known theway of
righteousness, than, after they haveknownit, toturnfrom
the holy commandment delivered unto them. Butitis
happened unto them according to thetrue proverb, The
dog isturned to hisown vomit again; and the sow that
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o So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the

e Nicolaitanes, whichthing | hate. Repent; or elsel will
comeunto thee quickly, and will fight against themwith
thesword of my mouth. Hethat hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcomethwill | giveto eat of the hidden manna, and
will give himawhite stone, and inthe stoneanew name
written, which no man knoweth saving hethat receiveth
it...For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and

Hypels j\ﬁ(horemongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and who-
AT i ﬁogvéél oveth and maketh alie" (Revelation 2:12-17;
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5! WEWILL GET THROUGH

Troublesunending, burdensheavy to bear,
Wor Id soundlessly crumbles, no one seemsto care
_ fPain and confusion, with strong grip hold,
Dar kness, cold hands, wr apsar ound sevenfold.

Right seemswrongand wrong seemsright,
Evil choseyou, to keep in itssights,
How to over come and to let go,

A miraclemaybe, | really don’t know.

But in thedar kest moment, a voicecameat last,
L ook to God my dear, for thistoo shall pass,
Then God’swords| seek and now under stand,

Waswasfledtoharj'wall;lowinginthemire" (2 Peter 2:1- Notrial ismorethan thestrength hegaveto man.

228

In Revel ation John wrote what was spoken by an an-
gel, thethingsthat Jesus said unto him on theisland of
Patmos unto the seven churches. He mentioned theworks
of Balaam who was supposed to be a prophet of God
but perverted theway of God. "Andtotheangel of the
church in Pergamoswrite; Thesethings saith hewhich
hath the sharp sword with two edges; | know thy works
and wherethou dwellest, even where Satan'sseat is: and
thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith,
eveninthosedayswherein Antipaswasmy faithful mar-
tyr, whowasdainamong you, where Setan dwelleth. But (8
| haveafew thingsagainst thee, becausethou hast there P*
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac
to cast astumblingblock beforethe children of Isradl, to ¢ A
eat thingssacrificed untoidols, and to commit fornication. ’ﬁ'

They that sow intears, shall reapinjoy,
And thedarknessof sin God will soon destroy,
Alwayslook to God and put your trustin Him,

Keep in Hiswordsand you’ |l befreeof sin.

By Sister Alcyon De Coteau
Grenada, West Indies

v
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Sleep

by David Del.ong

& TN '-

The Bible hasmuch to say about the subject of deep.
Thereareactualy threekindsof sleep mentionedinthe
Scriptures. physica deep, whichisgood; spiritual deep,
whichisbad; and deepindeath, whichiseither good or
bad, depending upon the state of the person at thetime of
death. We beginwith physica deep.

In Genesis2:21-24 welearn about the Lord causing a
deep sleep upon Adam. "And the LORD God caused a
deep deeptofall upon Adam, and he dept: and hetook
oneof hisribs, and closed up theflesh instead thereof;
Andtherib, which the LORD God had taken from man,
made he awoman, and brought her unto the man. And
Adam said, Thisisnow bone of my bones, and flesh of
my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because shewas
taken out of Man. Therefore shall aman leave hisfather
and hismother, and shall cleave unto hiswife: and they
shall beoneflesh.”

Next, we cometo atime when Jacob slept. Wefind
thisreferencein Genesis 28:10-16,20-22. "And Jacob
went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. And
helighted upon acertain place, and tarried thered| night,
because the sun was set; and hetook of the stonesof that
place, and put them for hispillows, and lay downinthat
placeto deep. And he dreamed, and behold aladder set
up ontheearth, and thetop of it reached to heaven: and
behold theangelsof God ascending and descending onit.
And, behold, the LORD stood aboveit, and said, | am
the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of
Isaac: theland whereon thou liest, to theewill | giveit,
and to thy seed; And thy seed shall be asthe dust of the
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earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to thewest, and to
the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee
andinthy seed shdl dl thefamiliesof theearth be blessed.
And, behold, | am with thee, and will keep theein all
placeswhither thou goest, and will bring theeagaininto
thisland; for | will not leavethee, until | have donethat
which | have spoken to thee of . And Jacob awaked out
of hisdeep, andhesaid, Surely theLORD isinthisplace;
and | knew it not...And Jacob vowed avow, saying, If
God will bewith me, and will keep meinthisway that |
go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,
Sothat | comeagainto my father’ shousein peace; then
shdl theLORD bemy God: And thisstone, which | have
set for apillar, shall be God'shouse: and of all that thou
shdt givemel will surdly givethetenth untothee.”
Thefriend of Job, Eliphaz, had astrange experiencein
hisdeep onenight. Wefind thisin Job 4:12-21: "Now a
thing was secretly brought to me, and mineear received a
littlethereof. Inthoughtsfromthevisonsof thenight, when
deep deepfaleth on men, Fear cameupon me, and trem-
bling, which made all my bonesto shake. Then aspirit
passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up: It
stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: an
image was before mine eyes, there was silence, and |
heard avoice, saying, Shal mortal man be morejust than
God?shall aman be more purethan hismaker?Behold,
he put no trust in hisservants; and hisangelshe charged
withfolly: How muchlessinthem that dwell in housesof
clay, whosefoundationisinthedust, which are crushed
before the moth? They are destroyed from morning to
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evening: they perishfor ever without any regardingit. Doth
not their excellency whichisinthem go awvay?they die,
evenwithout wisdom.”

Itisthe Lord who givesthe precious gift of sleepto
Hispeople. WelearninPsdm 127:1-2: "Except the LORD
build the house, they labour invainthat buildit: except the
LORD keepthecity, thewatchmanwaketh butinvain. It
isvainfor youto rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the
bread of sorrows: for so he giveth hisbeloved sleep.”
Andwhenthe naysayerscometo us, we haveasurean-
tidote. " There be many that say, Who will show usany
good?LORD, lift thou up thelight of thy countenance
upon us. Thou hast put gladnessin my heart, morethanin
thetimethat their corn and their wineincreased. | will
both lay me down in peace, and deep: for thou, LORD,
only makest medwell in safety” (Psalm 4:6-8).

TheLord Jesuswill basically say touswhat Hesaid
to Hisdisciplesin the Garden of Gethsemane: "Then
cometh heto hisdisciples, and saith unto them, Sleepon
now, and takeyour rest..." (Matthew 26:45).

The second type of sleepisspiritual sleep, of which
we always must beware. L et us heed the words of the
Apostle Paul in Romans 13:11-12: " And that, knowing
thetime, that now itishigh timeto awvakeout of deep: for
now isour salvation nearer than whenwebelieved. The
night isfar spent, theday isat hand: let ustherefore cast
off theworksof darkness, and let us put onthe armour of
light." Andin| Thessalonians5:6-8 weread: "Therefore
let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be
sober. For they that deep deep inthenight; and they that
be drunken are drunken inthenight. But let us, who are
of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith
andlove; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.” Fur-
thermore, hisadmonitionisaso givento usin Ephesians
5:14: "Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that d eepest, and
arisefromthedead, and Christ shal givetheelight.”

EventhelL ord JesusgaveHisdisciplesasmilar warning:
"Watch yetherefore: for yeknow not when the master of
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the
cockcrowing, or inthemorning: Lest coming suddenly he
findyou deeping” (Mark 13:35-36).

Thethird type of sleep isthat of the sleep of death.
However, we are given the comforting words of Scrip-
ture, that if wearebaptized into Christ, withHim living
ingdeof us, thenwewill so bein Hisresurrection when
He comesagain. Jesus showed the power Hehasof res-
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urrectionwhen Hecaused alittlegirl to comeback tothis
mortd lifein Matthew 9:23-25: " And when Jesus came
intotheruler’ shouse, and saw themingtrelsand the people
making anoise, He said unto them, Give place: for the
maid isnot dead, but dleepeth. And they laughed himto
scorn. But when the people were put forth, hewent in,
and took her by the hand, and themaid arose.”

He also showed His power of life over death when

Heraised Lazarusback tolife. John 11:11, 38-44 tellsus
the story. "Thesethings said he: and after that he saith
unto them, Our friend L azarus sl eepeth; but | go, that |
may awakehim out of deep...Jesusthereforeagain groan-
ingin himself comethtothegrave. Itwasacave, anda
stone lay upon it. Jesus said, Take ye away the stone.
Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him,
Lord, by thistime he stinketh: for he hath been dead four
days. Jesus saith unto her, Said | not unto thee, that, if
thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest seethe glory of
God?
Thenthey took away the stonefromthe placewherethe
dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said,
Father, | thank thee that thou hast heard me. And | knew
that thou hearest me always: but because of the people
which stand by | said it, that they may believethat thou
hast sent me. And when he thus had spoken, he cried
with aloud voice, Lazarus, comeforth. And hethat was
dead cameforth, bound hand and foot with gravecl othes:
and hisface was bound about with anapkin. Jesus saith
unto them, Loosehim, and let him go.”

However, | Thessd onians4:13-18 givesusthemethod
that Jesuswill useintheeternd liferesurrection whenHe
comesagan. TheApostlePaul explains: "But | would not
haveyouto beignorant, brethren, concerning themwhich
areadeep, that ye sorrow not, even asotherswhich have
no hope. For if webdievethat Jesusdied and roseagain,
even so them also which sleepin Jesuswill God bring
with him. For thiswe say unto you by the word of the
Lord, that wewhich arediveand remain unto the coming
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For
theLord himsdlf shall descend from heavenwith ashout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: andthedeadin Christ shdl risefirst: Thenwewhich
arediveandremain shdl be caught up together withthem
intheclouds, to meet theLordintheair: and so shall we
ever bewith the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another
withthesewords."
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BIBLE

QUESTIONS
AND
ANSWERS

Takenfrom Thelnstructor of Truth Part| - If you'd
liketo receiveahard copy of thisbook, send request to
The Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Sa-
lem, WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 22 - SATAN AND HISEND

QUESTION: What was Satan’s name in heaven
beforehisfall?

ANSWER: “How art thou falenfrom heaven, O Lucifer,
son of themorning! How art thou cut down to theground,
which didst weakenthenations!” (Isaiah 14:12).

QUESTION: What caused hisfall?
ANSWER: “For thou hast saidinthine heart, | will as-
cendinto heaven, | will exat my throneabovethestarsof

God: I will sit dsouponthemount of thecongregation, in
thesidesof thenorth: 1 will ascend abovethe heights of
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theclouds; | will belikethemost High” (Isaiah 14:13-
14).

QUESTION: What will finally happen tohim?

ANSWER: “Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to
thesidesof thepit” (Isaiah 14:15).

NOTE: Take notice that he will be brought down to
hell, to the sides of the pit. The text does not say he
will be placed into the pit or grave. We will find out
why later on.

QUESTION: What will thosewho seehim say?

ANSWER: “They that seetheeshall narrowly look upon
thee, and consider thee, saying, Isthisthe man that made
theearthto tremble, that did shakekingdoms; That made
theworld asawilderness, and destroyed the citiesthereof;
that opened not thehouseof hisprisoners?’ (Isaiah 14:16-
17).

QUESTION: What will bethedifference between
him and dead kings?

ANSWER: “All thekingsof thenations, evendl of them,
lieinglory, every onein hisown house. But thou art cast
out of thy gravelike an abominable branch, and asthe
rament of thosethat aredain, thrust throughwithasword,
that go down to thestonesof the pit; asacarcasetrod-
denunder feet” (Isaiah 14:18-19).

QUESTION: Why will henot beburied? What is
prepared for hischildren (Followers)?

ANSWER: “Thoushdt not bejoined withtheminburid,
because thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy
people: the seed of evildoersshall never berenowned.
Preparedaughter for hischildrenfor theiniquity of their
fathers; that they do not rise, nor possesstheland, nor fill
thefaceof theworldwithcities’ (Isaiah 14:20-21).

QUESTION: What isSatan called by Ezekiel and
what doeshe seal up?

ANSWER: “Son of man, take up alamentation uponthe
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king of Tyrus, and say untohim, ThussaiththeLord GOD;
thou seal est up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfectin
beauty” (Ezekidl 28:12).

QUESTION: Where had he been, and with what
was he covered?

ANSWER: “Thou hast beenin Eden the garden of God;
every precious stonewasthy covering, the sardius, to-
paz, and thediamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper,
the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold:
theworkmanship of thy tabretsand of thy pipeswaspre-
pared intheeinthe day that thou wast created” (Ezekiel
28:13).

QUESTION: Whowashein heaven, and whomade
him so?

ANSWER: “Thou art theanointed cherub that covereth;
and | (God) have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy
mountain of God; thou hast walked up and downinthe
midst of thestonesof fire” (Ezekiel 28:14).

QUESTION: Inwhat condition did God makehim?

ANSWER: “Thouwas perfect inthy waysfromtheday
that thou wast created, till iniquity wasfound in thee”
(Ezekid 28:15).

QUESTION: What pronouncement did God make
upon him becausehehad sinned?

ANSWER: “By the multitude of thy merchandisethey
havefilled themidst of theewith violence, and thou hast
sinned: thereforel will cast thee as profane out of the
mountain of God: and | will destroy thee, O covering
cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire” (Ezekiel
28:16).

QUESTION: When heiscast down tothe sides of
thepit, who shall behold him?

ANSWER: “Thine heart was|ifted up because of thy
beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy
brightness: | will cast theetotheground, | will lay thee
beforekings, that they may beholdthee” (Ezekidl 28:17).
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QUESTION: Becausehehad filled hissanctuaries
(churches) with iniquity (sinful practices) what did
God promise?

ANSWER: “Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the
multitudeof thineiniquities, by theiniquity of thy traffick
(commercialisminthe churches); thereforewill | bring
forthafirefromthemidst of thee, it shall devour thee, and
I will bring theeto ashesupontheearthinthesight of all
them that behold thee” (Ezekiel 28:18).

QUESTION: After thethousand yearsfrom what
shall Satan beloosed?

ANSWER: “And cast himinto the bottomlesspit, and
shut him up, and set aseal upon him, that he should de-
ceivethenationsno more, till thethousand years should
befulfilled: and after that hemust beloosed alittle sea-
son” (Revelation 20:3).

“Inthat day the LORD with hissoreand great and strong
sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even
leviathan that crooked serpent; and heshdl day thedragon
thatisinthesea” (Isaiah 27:1).

"And when thethousand yearsare expired (ended), Sa-
tan shall beloosed out of his prison (bottomless pit or
seq)" (Revelaion 20:7).

QUESTION: What will hedowhen heisloosed?

ANSWER: "Andshdl goout to deceivethenationswhich
areinthefour quartersof theearth, Gog and Magog (from
oneend of theearth to the other), to gather them together
to battle: the number of whomisasthe sand of the sea”
(Revelation 20:8).

QUESTION: Wherewill heand hisarmiesgo?
ANSWER: "And they went up on the breadth of the
earth, and compassed the camp of the saintsabout, and
thebeloved city” (Reveation 20:9first part).
QUESTION: What will happen to hisar mies?
ANSWER: "andfirecamedown from God out of heaven,

and devoured them™ (Revelation 20:9 last part).
CONTINUED on page 15
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Roe
VS.

Wade

By David Royer

TheU.S. Supreme Court (SCOTUS) recently overturned
the 1973 landmark decison of Roevs. Wade, inwhich the
Court ruled that the Constitution of the United States
generaly protected apregnant woman'sliberty to choose
anabortion. Notethat the1973 rulingwasa“decision”,
nota“right” toanabortion. | wanttosharesomedatitica
information:

“1n 2019, therewere 629,898 | egally induced abortions
nationaly that year.”

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC)Article: Kortsmit K, Mandel MG, Reeves JA, et
al. Abortion Surveillance- United States, 2019.

“Whilemaost Americansdo not have absol utist views about
abortion—desiring neither to seeit completely outlawed
or permitted without exception — there are certain
gtuationsinwhichthereisclear consensusabortion should
belegal.

Nearly three-quartersof adults (73%) say abortion should
belegd if thewoman'slifeor hedthisendangered by the
pregnancy, whilejust 11% say it should beillegal. And
about seven-in-ten say abortion should belegal if the
pregnancy isaresult of rape, withjust 15% sayingit should
beillegd inthiscase.

A smaller magjority of U.S. adults (53%) say abortion
should belegd if thebaby islikely to bebornwith severe
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disabilitiesor health problems—thoughinthissituation,
too, afar larger share say abortion should belegal than
say it should be against the law (19% say it should be
illegal in such cases, whileaquarter says“it depends’).

Atthesametime, thesurvey showsthat large numbersof
Americansfavor certain restrictionson accessto abortions.
For example, seven-in-ten say doctorsshould berequired
to notify aparent or legal guardian of minors seeking
abortions. And most of those who say abortion should
belegal in somecasesandillegal in otherssay that how
long awoman has been pregnant should be afactor in
determiningwhether abortionislegd or illega (56%among
al U.S. adults).

Combined with the 8% of U.S. adultswho say abortion
should beagainst thelaw inall caseswith no exceptions,
this means that nearly two-thirds of the public thinks
abortion either should beentirely illega at every stage of
pregnancy or should becomeillegal, at least in some
cases, at some point during the course of apregnancy.”
Source: ” America sAbortion Quandary” Pew Research
Center, Washington, D.C. (May 6, 2022) https://
www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/05/06/americas-
abortion-quandary/

Thislast paragraph caught my attention: approximately
67% of the public believe abortionsshould beillegal or
becomeillega at some point during pregnancy.

“Multiplestudiesof why women chooseabortion bothin
the U.S. and around the world report the greatest
percentage of women to make the choice because the
pregnancy wouldinterferewithlife plans, affordability of
thechild, their lack of readinessfor thischild, or birth
control failure. Reportsshow only asmall percentage of
abortions occur due to sexual assault or the mother’s
hedith.

Poverty, culturesthat emphasi ze persond achievement and
freedom over nurturing life, and sinful choicesleadingto
conception present many opportunitiesfor ministry, socia
action, intervention, and wise counsel. They also
demonstrate that there are many choices people can
exercise before ending a child’slife that could either
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prevent conception or preservelifeafter birth. Menand
women experience multiple moments before a fina
decisontoabort.” Source: Christianity.com, Articleby
Lori Stanley Roeleveld May 4, 2022

Therearemany complicated issueson thissubject. As
usual, man becomes confused when herelieson hisown
judgment. We should listen to what God says about this
issue. Thefollowing areafew Bibleversesconcerning life
inthewomb beforebirth.

Jeramiah 1.5

“Beforel formedtheeinthebelly | knew thee; and before
thou camest forth out of thewomb | sanctified thee, and |
ordained thee aprophet unto the nations.”

Proverbs6:16-17

“Thesesix things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an
abominationuntohim: A proudlook, alyingtongue, and
handsthat shed innocent blood,”

Job 31:15
“Did not hethat made mein thewomb make him?and
did not onefashion usinthewomb?’

Exodus20:13

"Thoushdtnotkill."

If onebaby'slifeissaved from someof thefrivolousand
non-thought-out abortionsthat are occurring, wethank
God that SCOTUS sent the abortion issue back to the
individua statesfor local ruleand regulation.

Inclosing, congder this: A professor inaworld-acclaimed
medical school once posed thismedical situation— an
ethical problem — to hisstudents: “Here'sthe family
history: Thefather hassyphilis. Themother hasTB. They
already have had four children. Thefirstisblind. The
second had died. Thethirdisdeaf. ThefourthhasTB.
Now, themother ispregnant again. Theparentscometo
youfor advice. They arewilling to havean abortionif
you decidethey should. What do you say?’

After the students gave various opinions, the professor
asked themto break into small groupsfor “consultation.”
All of the groups came back to report that they would
recommend abortion.
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“Congratulations,” theprofessor said, “ You just took the
lifeof Beethoven!”

Questions and Answers Continued from page 13

QUESTION: Wherewill theDevil becast,and what
will happentohim?

ANSWER: "Andthedevil that deceived them was cast
into thelake of fireand brimstone, where the beast and
thefalse prophet are (were cast), and shall betormented
day and night for ever and ever" (Revelation 20:10).

NOTE: Satan'sarmiesare not theresurrected wicked.
They are the armies gathered by Satan out of the na-
tions that still occupy the earth at the end of the
millennial reign of Christ. The nations were not de-
stroyed at the beginning of the millennium but Satan
was cast into the bottomless pit and shut away from
the nations during the thousand years. In thisway he
cannot tempt the nations.

BIBLE

TRIVIA

Answers for Trivia on page 19

1. Paul 2 Eve 3.rested
4. altars 5.Noah 6. Egypt
7.Ezra 8. Timothy 9.Moses 10.Aaron
11. Lemuel 12. exorcists 13. Paul
14. amerry heart
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What is faith? And how does the Bible define
faith? " Now faith isthe substance of thingshoped
for, theevidence of thingsnot seen” (Hebrews11:1).

Now Websters Dictionary defines it as unques-
tioning belief in God. And so our Lord produces a
special blessing on the Gentiles who believe in
Christ saying, " Blessed are they that have not seen
and yet have believed" (John 20:29 last part).

Ever since Adam fell by disobeying God, and al-
though he was thrown out of Eden, God through
his great love and mercy, did not altogether aban-
don them but gave them hope through his Word,
that cannot fail. Let us bring to mind some of the
promises that God made to fallen man. First he
promised to give us a seed that shall bruise the
serpent's head (which isthe devil). " And | will put
enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel" (Genesis 3:15).

And men multiplied on the earth and began to
be very wicked, and so God said that he regretted
making man, yet his mercy exhausted not. " But
Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD" (Gen-
esis 6:8). And he made a promise that he would
save him and his house which was eight souls, and
that the covenant of promise would be established
in him. " But with theewill | establish my covenant;
and thou shalt comeinto theark, thou, and thy sons,
and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee" (Gen-
€sis6:18).

Now after the deluge and all the wicked were
destroyed, Noah's sons began to multiply, and evil
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began to take root, and so they built the tower of
Babel, which was highly displeasing to God, and so
He came down and saw and confounded the pure
language, and stopped them in their mad endeavor.
" And the LORD came down to see the city and the
tower, which the children of men builded. And the
LORD said, Behold, the peopleisone, and they have
all one language; and this they begin to do: and
now nothing will be restrained from them, which
they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down,
and there confound their language, that they may
not understand one another's speech. Sothe LORD
scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of
all the earth: and they left off to build the city"
(Genesis11:5-8).

After all this confusion does God abandon His
promise to fallen man? Out of all this God contin-
ued to befaithful, and called out Abram, so that His
promise of that seed may continue. And aswe can
see and continue to show that all the men to whom
the covenant passed through were men of faith who
trusted and believed God'sWord. And so their faith
was manifest by their love to God. " For in Jesus
Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love"
(Galatians 5:6).

So after Abraham walked with God the promise
continued through his seed, as | saac was a type of
that special promised seed, in that he was offered
up as a sacrificeto God. Yet he was not that prom-
ised seed that God said would bruise the serpent's
head. But God had promised Abraham that in him
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shall all the families of the earth be blessed, or
through that promised seed which will come
through thelineage of Abraham. Andasfallen man
continued to hope for that promised seed, God hav-
ing found Abraham to be faithful called him His
friend, and blessed him, and made known to him
what suffering that would befall his seed in a for-
eign land, but with hope at the end he would bring
them out of it. " And he said unto Abram, Know of
a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land
that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they
shall afflict them four hundred years; And also that
nation, whom they shall serve, will | judge: and
afterward shall they come out with great substance”
(Genesis15:13-14).

All these things happened to Abraham's seed as
God had said, and he sent them a Saviour in the
person of Moses, to deliver them from the bondage
in Egypt, and to bring them to the land He prom-
ised to Abraham and to his seed. " And the LORD
said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from
him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place
wherethou art northward, and southward, and east-
ward, and westward: For all the land which thou
seest, to thee will | giveit, and to thy seed for ever"
(Genesis13:14-15).

This very Moses whom God used to redeem the
children of Israel out of slavery, that they should be
Hisservants, this same M oses spoke of the promised
seed to mankind. " The LORD thy God will raise
up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of
thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hear-
ken" (Deuteronomy 18:15).

Our brother Sephen also repeatsthisto the Jew-
ish Sanhedrin just before his martyrdom: " Thisis
that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel,
A PROPHET SHALL THE LORD YOUR GOD
RAISE UP UNTO YOU OF YOUR BRETHREN,
LIKE UNTO ME; HIM SHALL YE HEAR" (Acts
7:37).

Here Moses spoke of Him (Jesus) only as a
prophet, but we know according to the Word of God
He hasto fulfil thethree high offices of " Prophet" ,
which he did fulfil at his first advent; " Priest”",
which He is now fulfilling in heaven, sitting at the
right hand of His Father's throne. (So then after
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the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up
into Heaven, and sat on theright hand of God. " And
when her masters saw that the hope of their gains
wasgone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drewthem
into the marketplace unto the rulers’ Acts 16:19.)
And at His second appearing He will fulfil the of-
fice of King, and King of kings, yes, King of saints
when Hereaps His saintsto the sea of glass: wear-
ing one crown, a golden crown. And King of Kings,
after He rewards His saints by making some Kings
and priests; coming in the second phase with His
saints to rule the nations. He will at this time be
wearing many crowns, the saintswhom he ordained
Kings will be wearing single crowns, the Apostle
Paul had such hope of wearing a crown when the
righteous judge appears (I1 Timothy 4:8;

" Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the sil-
ver, and the gold, broken to piecestogether, and be-
came like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors;
and the wind carried them away, that no place was
found for them: and the stonethat smote theimage
became a great mountain, and filled the whole
earth” Daniel 2:35.

Now at last that seed has arrived, as promised
by God; He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, in a
virgin called Mary from Beth-lehem-Juda, asfore-
told by another prophet. " But thou, Beth-lehem
Ephratah, though thou be little among the thou-
sands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that isto be ruler in Israel; whose goings
forth have been from of old, fromeverlasting” (Micah
5:2).

And Isaiah also spake by the word of the Lord
saying: " And 1 will bring forth a seed out of Jacob,
and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains. and
mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall
dwell there" (Isaiah 65:9).

And Satan tried to frustrate God's plan when
the decree was put forth by Pharaoh to destroy all
themale children at the time Moses was born (Exo-
dus 1:22.) Even so again the enemy of God and
man tried to destroy theinfant by the decree of Herod
to day all the male children in Beth-lehem, but
wasagain defeated by our heavenly Father who sees
and knows all things.

" And when they were departed, behold, the an-
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gel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, say-
ing, Arise, and take the young child and his mother,
and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until | bring
thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to
destroy him" (Matthew 2:13). " Then Herod, when
he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was
exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the
children that were in Beth-lehem, and in all the
coasts thereof, from two years old and under, ac-
cordingto thetimewhich hehad diligently enquired
of thewise men" (Matthew 2:16).

Great isGod'sfaithfulnesstoward mankind; He
has promised and He is able to fulfil. Thank God
for our Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ. He defeated
the enemy, but yet was put to death by (John 19:11).

But our Saviour rose triumphant from the dead af-
ter three days and nights in the heart of the earth.
Thus the redemption of mankind was sealed, and
Heaven rejoiced with all the holy angels.

" And| heard aloud voicesaying in heaven, Now
iscome salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of
our God, and the power of his Christ: for the ac-
cuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused
them before our God day and night" (Revelation
12:10).

And as certain as all the promises of His first
advent came to pass He will surely come the second
time as promised, in glory. Let us prepare for His
return, that we may be glorified in Him.

Trusting Him always for His faithfulness.
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BIBLE

TRIVIA

" Multiple choice, choose the best answer for each question”
Answers on page 15

1. (Peter; David; Paul) said he was chief among sinners. | Timothy 1:15

2. Adam blamed (Eve; the serpent; himself) for eating of the forbidden fruit. Genesis 3:12

3. On the seventh day God (made fish and fowl; rested; made the firmament). Genesis 2:1-2

4. Abraham built (a tabernacle; altars; a temple) in order to worship God). Genesis 12:7; 22:9

5. (Noah; Abraham; Moses) built the first altar to the Lord. Genesis 8:20

6. Jacob and hisfamily moved from Canaan to (the land of Nod; Ur of the Chaldees; Egypt). Genesis 46:6
7. (Nehemiah; Joshua; Ezra) was an Old Testament Jewish scribe. Nehemiah 8:4

8. (Timothy; Philemon; Peter) knew the Scriptures from childhood. I1 Timothy 3:15

9. (Moses, Abraham; Daniel) was chosen to be God's first spokesman. Exodus 4:10-16

10. (Eli; Aaron; Noah) lost two sons because they offered strange fire before the Lord. Leviticus 10:1-2
11. The mother of King (Solomon; Lemuel; Saul) told him not to drink wine. Proverbs 31:4

12. The seven sons of Sceva were (full of the Holy Spirit; murderers; exorcists). Acts 19:13-14

13. (Jonah; Jesus; Paul) saved 276 people in a shipwreck by hiswise counsel. Acts 27:20-44

14. (Widsom; a merry heart; a humble spirit) isthe medicine prescribed by Solomon in Proverbs. Proverbs
17:22
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI
THE FIRST TRIPCONTINUES

ScriptureReading: Acts14:19-28.
Golden Text: Acts14:22.

" Confirming the souls of the disciples, and ex-
horting them to continuein thefaith, and that we
must thr ough much tribulation enter intotheking-
dom of God."

NOTE: We have been studying about Paul and
Barnabas and their missionary journey. We will now
continue to study about the placesthey travel and the
peoplethey meet. Do not forget to use your Bible maps
to find these different cities.

1. Who camefromAntioch and Iconium, and what hap-
pened to Paul?Acts 14:19.

2. Where did Barnabas and Paul travel to after leaving
Lystra?Acts 14:20.

3. After they had preached the gospel to that city, where
did thesetwo men return?Acts 14:21.

4. \What did Paul tell them to continueinto enter into the
kingdom of God?Acts14:22.

5. What did Paul and Barnabas do in Acts 14:23? Ex-
plaininyour ownwordswhy you think it was necessary
for themto do these acts.

6. Tal wherethe brethren then sailed. Acts 14:24-26.

7. When Paul and Barnabasreturned to Antioch (Syria),
what did they tell to the disciples gathered there? Acts
14:27-28.

NOTE: You learned from one of your questions that
Paul and Barnabas went back to the very citieswhere
they had been persecuted. What |ove they must have
had for their brethren. They knew they might meet
the same fate as when they first arrived, but the re-
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ward would befar greater and worth any persecution
they must suffer.

LESSONII
PAUL'SSECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY

ScriptureReading: Acts15:36-41; 16:1-15.
Golden Text: Acts16:5.

" And so were the churches established in the
faith, and increased in number daily."
1. Paul asked Barnabasto return to the citiesthat they
first visted. Who did Barnabaswishto takedongtotheir
second journey?Acts 15:36-37.
2. Did Paul want Mark to go with them?Acts 15:38.
3. Who did Barnabasand Paul chooseto maketheir sepa
ratetripswith, and to where did they sail ?Acts 15:39-
41.

4. Who did Paul meet on hisjourney, and who werehis
parents?Acts 16:1-2.

5. Were churchesbeing established at thistime?Acts 16:5.

6. Towhat landswere Paul and Silasnot ableto go?Acts
16:6-8.

7.What vision did Paul see, and did hetake heed of this
vison?Acts16:9-12.

8. Where did Paul and Silas go on the Sabbath, and to
whom did they speak?Acts16:13.

9. Tell about the woman they met. Was she baptized?
Acts16:14-15.

LESSON 111
A DEMON CAST OUT

ScriptureReading: Acts16:16-40.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

Golden Text: Acts16:25.
" And at midnight Paul and Silasprayed, and sang
praisesunto God: and theprisonersheardthem.”

1. Who met Paul and Silas, and what was her occupa-
tion?Acts 16:16.

NOTE: Divination and soothsaying arewhen someone
predictsthefuture or tellssecretsby using magic.

2. What did Paul say to the spirit?Acts 16:18.

3. Tell what happened to Paul and Silas because of this
deed. Acts 16:19-24.

4.What did Paul and Silasdowhilein prison?Acts 16:25.

5. What happened while Paul and Silaswerein prison?
Acts16:26-27.

6. What did Paul say tothejailer, and what did thejailer
do and say?Acts 16:28-30.

7. Paul and Silastold thejailer to "BelieveontheLord
JesusChrigt”. What did thejailer then do that samenight?
Acts16:31-34.

8. Explain in your own words what happened in Acts
16:35-40.

LESSON IV
PAUL AT THESSALONICA

ScriptureReading: Acts17:1-14.
Golden Text: Acts17:11.

"These were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, inthat they received thewor d with all
readinessof mind, and sear ched the scripturesdaily,
whether thosethingswereso."

1. Paul and Silasnow enter asynagoguein Thessaonica.

What three pointsdid Paul talk about in the synagogue?
Acts17:1-3.
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2. Who believed and listened to Paul ?Acts 17:4.
3. What happened inverses5-9 of Acts 177?

4. \What did the brethren then do to Paul and Silas?Acts
17:10.

5. Paul and Silasare now in Berea. How did the people
here compareto thosein Thessalonica?Acts17:11.

6. What was the result of Paul and Silas's presencein
Berea?Acts17:12.

7.What did the Jews of Thessalonicado in Berea? Acts
17:13.

8. Whoremainedin Berea? Acts17:14.

PERGA - Pergawasatownin Pamphylia, and under the
Romanswasthe capitd of the province. Theword Perga
means" doubtlesscitadd or burg.” Paul and Barnabasvis-
ited thetown onthefirst missionary journey, both asthey
went and returned. It was on theright bank of theriver
Kestros. Nearby was awell-known temple of the god-
dessArtemis, who was known asthe queen of Perga.

Unscramblethelettersto find out what objects Gideon
usedto fight the Midianitesin Judges6 & 7.

IHTPERC

RCTOH

MRETTUP

Answersto"Know Your Cities' on page23

1.Cain 2.Ur 3.Sodom and Gomorrah 4.Bethsaida
5.Cana 6.Jerusalem 7.Damascus 8.Caesarea 9.Jeri-
cho 10.Pithom and Raamses

Answersto"ChangeA Letter" on page 23

1.Milcah 2.ark 3.Horeb 4.Janna 5.Nob 6.Japhia 7.Neri
8.Hara 9.Hero
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Story

RUTH'S CHOICE

Many, many yearsago, aman named Elimelechand
hiswife, Naomi, lived in the land of Bethlehem-Judah.
They had two sonsnamed Chilion and Mahlon. There
was no way for thefather to makeagood living for his
family inthisland for therewasagreat famine. Hede-
cided to take hisfamily to anew place, and so he chose
theland of Moab. Moab wastheland of the Gentiles,
but hethought that it would be better than the placethey
werenow living. It wasinthisland that hedied and left
histwo sonsand hiswife Naomi alone.

While the two sons were young men, they met
twoyoungwomeninthisGentileland andfdl inlovewith
them. Their nameswere Ruth and Orpah. They married
them, and they lived together for about tenyearsand were
very happy, but one day avery bad thing happened, for
both of the brothersdied and | eft Naomi aonewith Ruth
and Orpah. Eventhough shehad learnedto lovethetwo
girls, shewasnot happy and longed to be back with her
own family and friends. Ruth and Orpah loved Naomi,
too.

Oneday, Naomi heard that there was prosperity
again in her home land, and so she came to Ruth and
Orpah and told them that she had decided to go back
home again. They both walked part of the way home
with her so that shewould not haveto go all theway by
herself. They both cried as she kissed them goodbye.
Shetold themto go back home and find them ahusband
and have ahappy life. Neither one of them wanted to
leave Naomi, but Orpah kissed her and turned and went
on her way home. Ruthjust could not leave her side but
shewanted to go homewith her to her country and stay
with her therest of her life. "I want tolearn of your God
and serveHim. | want to beafriend of your peopleand
liveinyour land. Please say that | can go with you and
dwel inyour housewithyoutherest of your days." When
Naomi saw that she was sincere and really wanted to
serve God, shegranted her wish and took her with her to
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theland of her peoplein Bethlehem-Judah.

Inthisnew land, Ruth worked hard in thefields
where shegleaned barley for avery wealthy man named
Boaz. Ruthwasvery happy working for Boaz for hewas
very kindto her. Oneday Ruth asked Boaz why hewas
so good to her, and hetold her that he had heard the story
of how shehad cometo thisnew land to servethe God of
heaven. Heal sotold her that he liked her because she
had been good to Naomi. This made Ruth even more
happy for sheliked Boaz and liked towork for him. One
day shewas made even happier than she had ever been,
for Boaz asked her to be hiswife.

Ruth made avery wise choice when shedecided
to gowith Naomi and servethe God of Israel. God gave
her many blessings. We, too, should serve God and do
Hiswill. Hewill never fail to give usmany blessngsand
make us happy, just ashedid for Ruth.

Now, asaways, thereisagreat need for cheer-
fulnessintheworld. Asafamily, social, and business
investment, cheerfulness pays more dividendsthan any
other quality withintheprivilege of man.

Whenyou feel the cornersof your mouth turning
down, turnthemup again. Dark and gloomy fedingsthrive
on turned-down lips, and the probability isthat the only
wordsthat will pass between them are those better | eft
unsaid.

Sosmile! Let your eyestwinklewith cheerful-
ness, and see how quickly pessimismswill vanish, how
rapidly the cobwebswill clear fromyour mind, and how
much brighter and better aplacetoliveintheworld seems.

Answersto unscrambleletterson page 21 - Pitcher, torch, trumpet

4 L*

A PRAYER
| need Jesusin the morning
So 1" |l start the day aright;
| need Jesus as my Helper,
Till I goto bed at night.
Ff\ Helping me, helping me
. ph Not to do wrong:
HT' Jesus is helping me
All the day long.
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Games and Puzzles

KNOW YOURCITIES
1. Who built thefirst city? (Genesis4:17).
2. Fromwhat city did Abraham come? (Genesis11:31).

3. What wicked citiesweredestroyed by fireand brim-
stone? (Genesis 19:24).

4. From what city did Andrew and Peter come? (John
1.44).

5. Inwhat city did Jesus perform Hisfirst miracle?(John
2:1-11).

6. The Lord Jesus mourned over what great city? (M at-
thew 23:37).

7. Saul becameaChristian ontheway towhat city? (Acts
9:1-3).

8. Inwhat city did Corndliuslive? (Acts10:1).

9. Thewallsof what city were destroyed without being
attacked? (Joshua6:1, 20).

10. What Egyptian treasurecitieswere built by Isradlite
daves?(Exodus1:11).

"CHANGEALETTER" BIBLEPUZZLES

1. Find the prophet who wrote the book after Jonah. Add
oneletter, and you have Lot'ssister (Genesis22:23).

2. Find the second book of the New Testament.

Cut off oneletter, and you have asacred box carried into
battle (I Samud 4:3).

3. FindthemountainwhereAaron died (Numbers 20:25).
Add two letters, and you have the place where M oses
saw theburning bush (Exodus 3:1).

4. Find agood woman who blessed ababy Jesus (L uke
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2:36).
Add oneletter, and you have the son of Joseph (Luke
3:24).

5. Find acity of Egypt mentioned in Nahum 3:8.
Add oneletter, and you get atown wherethe priestslived
(I Samuel 22:19).

6. Find abluestonein Exodus 24:10.
Changethefirst |etter, drop 3 letters, add an"a" to the
end, and you have another Bibleking (Joshua10:3).

7. Find King Saul'sgrandfather in | Chronicles8:33.
Add aletter, and you have an ancestor of Jesus (Luke
3:27).

8. Findthecity wereAbraham lived (Genesis11:31).
Cut off oneletter and you havethenameof acity inAssyria
(I Chronicles5:26).

9. Find theking who killed John the Baptist (Mark 6:18).
Cut off oneletter, and find what David becamewhen he
dew thegiant Galiath.

WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?
By Maran B. Wilkinson

We know that Jesus always went to church on Sab-
bath. It was what He liked to do. When he was hig,
He read the Bible in church. But if He were little
like you, right now, what do you think He would
do? Answer the questions Yes or No.

1. Would Jesus walk into church in a noisy way?
2. Would He ever wiggle and whisper?

3. Would Jesus need a toy to play with in church?
4. Would He try to listen to the sermon?

5. Would He always sit with His step-father and
mother?

6. Would He look around during prayer?

7. Would He be happy in God's house?

8. Would He be quiet and reverent?

9. Does Jesus want you to love God's house, too?
10. Will He help you to be quiet and good?
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Ly

Asthe Trees are Covered with Snow
by David Del.ong

As the trees are covered with snow,
S0, our sins are covered with love;
And God, in His mercy, below
Sent life from His heavenly Dove.

Asthetrees are covered with snow,
So, the Lord, with His wings covers those
Who by their obedience show
That they'll follow wherever He goes!



