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Did you ever have afriend tell you that you had a
spot of smut, grease, or dirt upon your forehead? Of
course, you could not seeyour own forehead, soin order
to locate the spot, you would haveto glance into your
looking glass. Asyour reflection was cast back to you,
you could seefor yoursalf that what your friend had said
wastrue: you did haveaspot upon you. Did continuing to
gazeinto themirror removethespot? Or did you haveto
apply soap and water until the smut had disappeared?
Yes, truly you did, and aslong asthe cleansing agent had
not been applied thelooking glass still condemned your
appearance. But, as soon asthe cleaning agent had been
used, and you gazed again into the mirror, thelooking
glassdid not condemn, but rather, it approved.

What would you think of your friend, who had pointed
out asmut upon your face, and who had verifieditinthe
mirror, and then after having removed the spot, you should
throw the mirror away, saying that therewas no further
need of alooking glass?Would you not think thisisbad
advice? Just because the spot wasremoved, and themir-
ror approved of the appearance, thereisno reason that
mirror should be abolished. Theremight be other smudge
spotsto bereflected, or, other persons might want to use
thelooking glass.

Just asweknow that themirror isuseful, whether it
condemns our appearance, or approves, soinlikeman-
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ner, isthelaw of God, His Ten Commandments, useful. It
islikened unto God'slooking glass, Hisinstrument which
shows usourselvesas He seesus. Just aswe cannot see
the spots upon our forehead, without the aid of the mir-
ror, so in like manner we cannot seethe sin spotsupon
our soulswithout theaid of God'slooking glass, His" Per-
fect Law of Liberty." Our friendsmay tell uswehavesin
stainsupon us, but only God'smirror, Hisperfect law, will
verify thetruth of their tatements.

Of God'slooking glass, Jameshath said, "For if any
be ahearer of theword, and not adoer, heislikeuntoa
man beholding hisnatura faceinaglass. For hebeholdeth
himsdf, and goeth hisway, and sraightway forgettethwhat
manner of man hewas. But whoso |ooketh into the per-
fect law of liberty, and continueth therein, hebeing not a
forgetful hearer, but adoer of thework, thisman shall be
blessedinhisdeed” (James 1:23-25).

Somefriend may tell youthat you sininsomeof your
way's, another may tell you that you sinin someof your
words, and still another may say that your omissionsare
sin; but unlessyou look into God'slooking glassyou re-
aly cannottdl of your own sdlf. Youmay think they knew,
and act accordingly. You may givethem the benefit of the
doubt, and concludethat you arewrong; but only by look-
ing for yourself into God's mirror can you see your own
reflection, just asyour neighbor seesyou; but, aboveall,
just as God beholdsyou.

Which one of uswill go out into the street without
taking aglanceinto our mirror to seethat wehaveaclean,
tidy appearance; yet few look into God'smirror at al to
see how they arein God's sight. We would be ashamed
to appear before men and women with smut spots upon
our faces or with our garmentswrinkled and soiled; yet,
saditisto say, many walk boldly beforetheir neighbors
andfriendswith sin spotsuponthem, their garmentssoiled
with things of thisworld. Should we not seek to please
God, rather than man?

Just aswe cannot know for surethe spots upon our
faceswith lookinginto alooking glass, so, inlikemanner,
itisimpossibleto know what siniswithout lookinginto
God'sLaw. Thislaw isfound in the 20th chapter of Exo-
dus, verses1to 17 inclusive. Thefirst commandment for-
bids our having other gods before Jehovah; the second
forbidsto make graven images, or likenesses, or towor-
ship such asidols; thethird forbidsto take God'snamein
vain, or to no purpose; thefourth commandsusto cease
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from our work upon the seventh day of theweek, Satur-
day, but to labor on the six days preceding the Sabbath;
thefifth command exhortsusto honor our father and our
mother; the sixth forbids our taking life of another; the
seventh forbidsusto commit adultery; theeighth forbids
tostedl; theninth forbidstolie, or bear falsewitness; the
tenth tellsusnot to covet, that isdesire unlawfully, that
which is not ours. These are known as the Ten Com-
mandments, God's mirror. It revealsunto uswhat sinis,
for, "Whosoever committeth Sintransgresseth dso thelaw:
for snisthetransgression of thelaw™ (I John 3:4).

Somemight say that thelaw isnot needed to show us
sin, but Paul, the apostle saysthat itisneeded, "...for by
thelaw istheknowledge of sin"(Romans 3:20). In other
words, we would not know sin without the Law which
pointsit out. Paul saidin another place, "...I had not known
sin, but by thelaw: for | had not known lust, except the
law had said, Thou shalt not covet;" that is, by thetenth
commandant (Romans7:7).

Some say that the Law isnot inforce now, in other
words, God'slooking glassisnot working today. Well, if
itisnot used now, but has been destroyed, thenthereis
no sin now, for asweread above, "...sinisthetransgres-
sionof thelaw," consequently,"...wherenolaw is, thereis
notransgresson” (Romans4:15).

Assomewouldteach us, just break thelooking glass
and therewill be no more smut spotsupon us. Takeaway
themirror and wewill not be shown our sins. Dear one,
will you say that we do not need |ooking glassestoday
just becauseweare not condemned by them? Should we
not rather loveto look into amirror or aLaw, which ap-
provesof our lifeinstead of condemning it?

Aswelook intothemirror and behold our soiled natu-
ral face, doesthe glassremovethe spots, or doesit not
rather reveal that we may apply the cleansing agent?As
welook into God'sL aw, thetransgression of whichissin,
and seethe sin spotsupon us, in whatsoever command-
ment we have broken, whatsoever precept we havetrans-
gressed, what shall wedo?Will just lookingintotheLaw,
just reading the commandments, just hearing the precepts,
ever removethesin, or cleanse usfrom our transgres-
sions?No, weknow that suchisnot theway of theLord,
"(For not the hearers of thelaw arejust before God, but
thedoersof thelaw shall bejustified” (Romans2:13).

What then shall we do?What cleaning agent isto be
applied? What makes usright again that God'slooking
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glasswill not point to the spots? Thereisonly oneclean-
ing agent, only oneremedy: the preciousblood of Jesus,
theLamb of God, istheman whereby our snsareerased.
Thoughour "...snsbeasscarlet, they shall beaswhiteas
snow; though they bered like crimson, they shall beas
wool" (Isaiah 1:18). How? Through Chrigt, "...through
faithin hisblood, to declare hisrighteousnessfor there-
mission of sinsthat are past, through the forbearance of
God; todeclare, | say, at thistime hisrighteousness: that
hemight bejust, andthejudtifier of himwhichbdievethin
Jesus' (Romans 3:25-26).

Do wedo away with the need of themirror whenwe
wash our natural facewith water and soap, and erasethe
spots? We know that it is not so! Do we then abolish
God's Law, Hiscommandments, by using the blood of
Christ though faith to wash away our sins? No, thetwo
aresimilar, thenatural mirror, and God'sL aw. Paul asks
the question, and answersthe samethat all may know.
Listen! "Do wethen makevoid that law through faith?
Godforbid: yea, weestablishthelaw" (Roman 3:31).

We have heard it said that Jesus cameto destroy the
Law of God, the looking glass, but Jesus denied the
charge, saying, "Think not that | am cometo destroy...but
tofulfil,” that is, to obey..."Whosoever therefore shall
break one of theseleast commandments, and shall teach
men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of
heaven: but whosoever shal do and teach them, thesame
shdll becalled great in the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew
5:17-19).

Listen to what Paul says of God's looking glass:
"Whereforethelaw isholy, and the commandment holy,
and just, and good...For we know that the law is
spiritud...I ddightinthelaw of God after theinward man"
(Romans7:12, 14, 22).

Doesit makeany differencewhether the Law of God
isspiritua or not?Yes, very much so; "For to becarnally
minded isdeath; but to be spiritually minded islifeand
peace. Becausethe carnal mind isenmity against God:
for itisnot subject to thelaw of God, neither indeed can
be' (Romans8:6-7).

Do not listento thosewho tell you that God's mirror
has been found out of date, that it was done away with,
wastaken away inthetimeof Christ being nailedtoHis
cross, for thelaw isstill withus; itisstill "holy,” and each
command remains "holy, just, and good" asthe day it
was spoken, on the day that Paul wrotethesewords. It
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il measuressan: it gill condemnsthesinner: it ill points
to thetransgressor the need of the blood of Jesus: it till
reflectsback unto usour lives, and letsus see our selves
asGod seesus.

ThePsalmist said, "Thelaw of the Lord isperfect,
converting thesoul,” but some say it wasimperfect, and
therefore one command wastaken out, and another placed
within; that nineare perfect asthey were spoken but now
wedo not need to keep holy the seventh day (Saturday),
but rather aseventh day (Sunday). But can oneimprove
upon aperfect law? Can one make better aperfect | ook-
ing glassby cutting out apieceandfitting in another?No,
dear ones, God is no respecter of persons. He has not
changed (Mdachi 3:6). What wasoncesnisgill Sn."Sin
isthetransgression of thelaw," just asit ever was. "For
whosoever shall keep thewholelaw, and yet offendin
onepoint, heisguilty of al. For hethat said, Do not com-
mit adultery, said dso, Donot kill. Now if thou commit no
adultery, yetif thoukill, thou art becomeatransgressor of
thelaw" (James2:10-11) Now, dear one, if you do not
commit adultery, and do not kill, neither take God'sname
invain, or break any of these Ten Commandments of
God, except the fourth, please remember that He that
said, "Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill" but
in addition, the entire code of Ten Commandmentsin-
cluding, "Remember the sabbath day, tokeepit holy...the
seventh day (not aseventh day) isthe sabbath of the LORD
thy God" (Exodus20:8-11).

"...gnisthetransgresson of thelaw" eveninonepoint,
and"...thewagesof sinisdeath...” (I John 3:4; Romans
6:23).

Dear one, take alook right now, it isGod'slooking
glassand seeyourself asthe Lord seesyou. If you have
evenonesinspot uponyou, if you areatransgressor seen
inonepoint of God'sLaw, placeit under theblood through
faithin Christ. Wash away the sin spots, and then keep
clean through His grace, and then when you gaze into
God's perfect mirror, and your reflection comesback to
you, youwill find that, " Thereistherefore now no con-
demnation to them which arein Christ Jesus, who walk
not after theflesh, but after the Spirit" (Romans8:1).

God'slooking glasswill show youto bejust what you
are. If youareasinner, itwill condemn. If you areasaint,
washed whitein the blood of Christ, an observer of all
God'scommandments, it will gpprove. Wethenddightin
the Law of God after theinward man; the Spirit beareth
witnesswith our spirit, that we are the children of God.

May God blessyou, dear one, asyou obey. Amen.
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THE SPIRIT OF THE

LORD CHANGESUS

By David Del.ong

When the Spirit of the Lord comes upon a person,
therewill beanautomatic changeinthat person'slife. The
personwill bealittlebit moreliketheLordin character.
Second Corinthians 3:17-18 reads. "Now the Lord isthat
Spirit: and wherethe Spirit of theLord is, thereisliberty.
But weall, with open face beholding asin aglassthe
glory of theLord, are changed into the sameimagefrom
glory toglory, even asby the Spirit of theLord."

After Samuel anointed Saul to be king over Israel,
Samuel told him that he would meet three men, one car-
rying threekids, another carrying threeloavesof bread,
and thethird carrying abottle of wine. Saul wastore-
celvetwo loavesof bread that they would givehim. Then
Samud told Saul inl Samuel 10:5-7: " After that thou shalt
cometothehill of God, whereisthegarrison of the Phi-
listines: and it shall cometo pass, when thou art come
thither tothecity, that thou shat meet acompany of proph-
etscoming down fromthehigh placewith apsaltery, and
atabret, and apipe, and aharp, before them; and they
shall prophesy: And the spirit of the LORD will come
upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt
be turned into another man. And let it be, when these
signsare come unto thee, that thou do asoccasion serve
thee; for God iswiththee." When the Spirit of the Lord
came upon Saul hewas changed into another man.

God's Spirit only stayed with Saul aslong ashewas
obedient tothe Lord. Thesameiswith us, aswell. Acts
5:32tdlsus. "And weare hiswitnesses of thesethings;
and soisaso the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to
themthat obey him." Saul becamedisobedient totheL ord
when he offered the burnt-offering that he was not al-
lowed to offer at thetime hewasfighting the Philistines
(seel Samuel 13:8-10). Also, when hewasfighting the
AmaekitestheL ord told himto destroy dl that they had.
However, he spared their king Agag and other things. We
read about thisin| Samud 15:9. "But Saul and the people
spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen,
and of thefatlings, and thelambs, and al that wasgood,
and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that
wasvileand refuse, that they destroyed utterly.” Findly,
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he disobeyed the L ord by going to thewitch of Endor to
have her try to bring up Samuel, who had died (see
Samuel 28:7-11).

Even beforethistimethe Spirit of the Lord had de-
parted from Saul because of disobedience. Wereadin|
Samud 16:14: "But the spirit of the LORD departed from
Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled him."
This can happento usif we become disobedient to the
Lord. Ephesians4:30warnsus: "And grievenot the holy
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption.” And we read in | Thessalonians 5:19:
"Quench not the Spirit."

With king Davidit wasfar different. Eventhough he
made somegrievouserrorsin disobedienceto the Lord,
David wasawaysrepentant for hissins. Because of this,
when David wasanointed king the Spirit of the Lord stayed
withhim. Wereadin| Samuel 16:13: " Then Samuel took
thehorn of oil, and anointed himinthemidst of hisbreth-
ren: and the spirit of the LORD came upon David from
that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.”

We seethe changethat cameinto Peter'slifewhen he
was converted and received the Holy Spirit. We know
that Peter denied the Lord three times (see Matthew
26:69-75). The Lord had told him, "...Simon, Simon,
behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift
you aswheat: But | haveprayed for thee, thet thy faith fail
not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy breth-
ren” (Luke 22:31-32). InActs, chapter 2, weknow that
theHoly Spirit cameuponthedisciplesmightily, including

i

n
i

f We must mirror God's love in the
:,-'i midst of a world full of hatred. We

\ 14
t

Peter. We then seethelife of faith that Peter lived (for
instance, seeActs 3:1-11). Thischangeof lifewill come
into every believer whenthey receivethe Holy Spirit. And
they will receivethefruit of the Spiritintheir livesaswell
(seeGaatians5:22-23).

Only by the Spirit of the Lord can we be changed
fromthe"old man" tothe"new man". God isready and
willingto put His Spiritintousmightily!

Sand Fast

Sandfagtintheliberty,
Wherewith Christ hasmadeusfree,
Benot entangled inabondageyoke;

Circumcision profitsnot,
Thelaw of Mosesbringsablot,
Andbeing heldthereinisnot ajoke.
God'smoral Law, of Ten Commands
Isbinding till, andiswhat stands,

It isaLaw that isthe Savior'swill;
Written ontwo slabsof stone,
ItisaLaw that standsalone,
God'sfinger wroteit, not ahuman quill.
Stand fast for thetruth of God,
Evenif somethink you'reodd,
Lift Hisbanner high, benot afraid;
Alwayslet thetruth prevall,
With God'shelp, youwill not fall,

It mattersnot if you areman or maid!

i are the mirrors of God’s love, so
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! we may show Jesus by our lives.
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1THE TWO

by David
Traditiona Jewish Orthodox bdliefsand sdlected historica
writings say that two primary, distinct, and different
individudsareidentified as God' sMessah— asuffering
Servant and amighty King.

“Jawishtradition of thelate, or early post-Second Temple
period aludesto two redeemers, one suffering and the
second fulfilling the traditional messianic role,
namely Mashiach ben Yosef (Messiah, son of Joseph),
and Mashiach ben David (Messiah son of David). In
generd, theterm“Messiah” unqudified referstoMashiach
ben David.” Source: The Doctrine of the Two Messiahs
by J. Liver. TheHarvard Theological Review Vol. 52,
No. 3 (Jul. 1959), pp. 149-185. Published By:
CambridgeUniversity Press.

Theword*Messah” means*theanointedone’. Thisword
originates from the Hebrew word “Mashiach” (used
above). Inthe New Testament, this word appears as
Messasandistrandated as“ Christos’ (Christ) in Greek.

When Jesus was on Earth, Jewish leaders, rabbis, and
priests expected the redeeming Messiah to be an
unprecedented royal, prophetic, and angelicKing. He
would rescue Israel from foreign domination and be
greater than the patriarchs, higher than M oses, and higher
than the angel's, asupernatura king fromthelineage of
King David.

Their unrealistic expectationswerethe basisfor Jesus
rejection by His people and the source of continual
confrontations, contentions, and challengesto Hisauthority
by the Jewish hierarchy.

Weknow that Jesus humblebirth, gentlelifeof service,
and divinemission defied those expectations. Hesaysas
muchinLuke4:17-21: “ And therewas delivered unto
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him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had
opened thebook, hefound the placewhereit waswritten,
Thespirit of theL ord is upon me, because hehath anointed
meto preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent meto
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable
year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and he
gaveit againtotheminister, and sat down. Andtheeyes
of al them that werein the synagogue werefastened on
him. And he began to say unto them, Thisday isthis
scripturefulfilledinyour ears.”

Jesus epitomized the* suffering servant” Messiah: “And
being found infashion asaman, he humbled himsdlf, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross”
(Philippians2:8).

Thisverserefersto Hisultimatesuffering at Cavary, where
Hewascrucified for our sins(and resurrected onthethird
day). God accepted the sacrifice of Jesusand provides
uswith theopportunity for everlastinglife.

| think thetwo expected messiahswereidentical, namely
Jesusof Nazareth, and they were only separated by time.

Our redeeming Messiah now sSitsat theright hand of God,
andHewill returninglory, “cominginthecloudsof heaven
with power and great glory” in a Second Coming, to
establish Hisreign over dl theearth. WhileHefirst came
asababein amanger and lived gently and humbly, Jesus
will comenow asKing of kingsand Lord of lords.

Jesus' return asatriumphant warrior king and judgeis
depicted in Revelation 19:11-16: "And | saw heaven
opened, and behold awhite horse; and hethat sat upon
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousnesshe
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dothjudgeand makewar. Hiseyes were asaflame of
fire, and on hishead were many crowns; and hehad a
namewritten, that no man knew, but hehimself. ..And
thearmieswhichwerein heavenfollowed himuponwhite
horses, clothedinfinelinen, whiteand clean. And out of
his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should
smitethe nations. and he shall rulethem with arod of
iron: and hetreadeth the winepressof thefiercenessand
wrath of Almighty God. And hehath on hisvestureand
on histhigh anamewritten, KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OFLORDS.” Jesuswill establishHisrule, reign

over al nations, set all thingsright, and rulewith arod of
irontodo Hiswill on earth, just asin heaven.

Asl concludethisarticle, | amamused at myself for trying
tomakeacasefor theonetrueMessiah. All | hadto do
wasrelateto you ashort conversation Jesus had with a
Samaritan woman at Jacob’swell. Here JesusmakesHis
most overt declaration of Messiahship: “ Thewoman saith
unto him, I know that Messias cometh, whichiscalled
Christ: when heiscome, hewill tell usall things. Jesus
saithunto her, | that speak untotheeam he” (John4:25 &
26).

If you'd like to attend the Church of God 7th Day Young Adults Retreat in Dallas,
Texas like this group of young adults did last year, contact Brother Richard
Santiesteban at 213-908-2027 or Brother Alfonso Telesca at 972-814-1676
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BIBLE

Taken from Thelnstructor of Truth Part 1 - I1f you'd
liketoreceive a hard copy of thisbook, send request
to The Church of God Publishing House P.O. Box
328 Salem, WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 25a - REVELATION 21
(THE NEW JERUSALEM)

QUESTION: What did John see?

ANSWER: "And | John saw the holy city, New
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven™
(Revelation 21:2 first part).

QUESTION: How was it prepared?

ANSWER: " Prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband" (verse 2 last part).

QUESTION: What did a voice declare?
ANSWER: " And| heard agreat voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God iswith men,
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God" (verse 3).

QUESTION: What will God do for all the inhabit-
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ants?

ANSWER: " And God shall wipeaway all tearsfrom
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, nei-
ther sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for theformer things are passed away"
(versed).

QUESTION: How will God make all things?

ANSWER: " And hethat sat upon the throne said,
Behold, | make all things new. And he said unto
me, Write: for these words are true and faithful”
(verseb).

QUESTION: How does Jesus describe himself?

ANSWER: " And he said unto me, Itisdone. | am
Alphaand Omega, thebeginningandtheend" (verse
6 first part).

QUESTION; What will He give to all who thirst?

ANSWER: "1 will give unto him that is athirst of
thefountain of the water of lifefreely” (Verse6 last
part).

QUESTION: What will the overcomer inherit?

ANSWER: "He that overcometh shall inherit all
things;, and | will be his God, and he shall be my
son" (Verse7).

QUESTION: What will happen to the wicked?

ANSWER: " But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
theabominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, andidolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which isthe second death” (verse 8).

QUESTION: Who came and talked with John?
ANSWER: " And there came unto me one of the

seven angels which had the seven vials full of the
seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, come
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hither, | will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife"
(verse9).

QUESTION: What did the angel do?

ANSWER: " And he carried me away in the spirit
to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of
heaven from God" (Verse 10).

QUESTION: How did the bride (holy Jerusalem)
appear?

ANSWER: "Havingtheglory of God: and her light
was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jas-
per stone, clear ascrystal (glass)" (verse 11).

QUESTION: What were written on the gates?

ANSWER: "And had a wall great and high, and
had twelve gates, and at the gatestwelve angels, and
names written thereon, which are the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel" (verse 12).

QUESTION: How were the gates placed?
ANSWER: " On the east three gates; on the north
three gates; on the south three gates, and on the

west three gates' (Verse 13).

QUESTION: What else did the city have? Whose
namesarein them?

ANSWER: "And the wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and in them the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb" (verse 14).

QUESTION: Isthisthe city Abraham looked for?
ANSWER: "For he (Abraham) looked for a city
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker
isGod" (Hebrews11:10).

QUESTION: What elseis the city called?

ANSWER: " But Jerusalem which is aboveis free,
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which is the mother of usall” (Galatians 4:26).

QUESTION: What didtheangel have and for what
purpose?

ANSWER: "And he that talked with me had a
golden reed to measure the city, and the gates
thereof, and the wall thereof” (Revelation 21:15).

QUESTION: What arethe proportions of the city?

ANSWER: " And the city lieth foursguare and the
length is as large as the breadth: and he measured
thecity with thereed, twelvethousand furlongs. The
length and the breadth and the height of it are
equal" (verse16).

NOTE: It wasthe custom of that day to give mea-
surements in total distance around (perimeter). If
this is so the total distance is 1500 miles and each
sidebeing equal thisshould make each side 375 miles
long and thus 375 miles cubed.

QUESTION: How high isthewall above the foun-
dations?

ANSWER: " And he measured the wall thereof, an
hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the
measure of a man, that is, of theangel" (Verse 17).
NOTE: 144 cubitsis approximately 216 feet high.
QUESTION: What isthe wall made of?

ANSWER: " And the building of the wall of it was
of jasper" (Verse 18 first part).

QUESTION: What isthe city made of, and what is
it like?

ANSWER: "and the city was pure gold, like unto
clear glass’ (verse 18 last past).

continued in the September 2024 edition
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The Least Commandments

By David Del_ong

In Matthew 5:17-19 we read about Jesus' teaching
about the Law of God. "Think not that | am cometo
destroy thelaw, or the prophets: | am not cometo de-
stroy, but tofulfil. For verily | say untoyou, Till heaven
and earth pass, onejot or onetittleshall inno wise pass
fromthelaw, till al befulfilled. Whosoever thereforeshdl
break oneof theseleast commandments, and shall teach
men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of
heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, thesame
shdl becalled great inthekingdom of heaven.”

In God's L aw, the Ten Commandments, which of the
tenwould be considered the"least commandments'?We
often consder thefirst four of thecommandmentsasour
lovefor God and thelast six asour lovefor our fellow
man. Therefore, thelast Sx would be consdered aslesser
commandmentsto thefirst four. However, Jesustold us
that wemust keep all ten to be acceptableto God.

Jesusgoesoninverse 20 by saying : "For | say unto
you, That except your righteousnessshal exceedtherigh-
teousness of the scribesand Pharisees, yeshall inno case
enter into thekingdom of heaven." The scribesand Phari-
seeswereundermining oneof thelesser commandments
in Matthew chapter 15. Theissueinvolved thetaking
careof one'sapparently aging parentswhichwould con-
cernthefifth commandment. Thestory isrelatedinverses
1-6. " Then cameto Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which
wereof Jerusalem, saying, Why dothy disciplestrans-
gressthetradition of the elders?for they wash not their
handswhen they eat bread. But he answered and said
unto them, Why do ye a so transgressthe commandment
of God by your tradition? For God commanded, saying,
Honour thy father and mother: and, Hethat curseth fa-
ther or mother, let him diethe death. But ye say, Whoso-
ever shall say to hisfather or hismother, Itisagift, by
whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; And honour
not hisfather or hismother, heshdl befree. Thushaveye
made the commandment of God of none effect by your
tradition.”
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TheApostle James uses exampl esfrom thelesser com-
mandmentsto makethe point that evenif webreak these
commandmentsweareguilty of breskingdl ten. In James
2:8-13weread: "If yefulfil theroyd law accordingtothe
scripture, Thou shdt lovethy neighbour asthyself, yedo
well: But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin,
and are convinced of thelaw astransgressors. For who-
soever shall keep thewholelaw, and yet offend in one
point, heisguilty of al. For hethat said, Do not commit
adultery, said aso, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no
adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become atransgressor of
the law. So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be
judged by thelaw of liberty. For he shall havejudgment
without mercy, that hath showed no mercy; and mercy
rejoiceth againgt judgment.”

Thelesser, or least, of thecommandmentsdo not mean
that they are not as important as the greater
commandments. TheA postle Paul wrotein Romans 13:8-
10: "Oweno man any thing, but to love one another: for
hethat loveth another hath fulfilled thelaw. For this, Thou
shat not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt
not stedl, Thou shalt not bear fal sewitness, Thou shalt not
covet; andif therebeany other commandment, itisbriefly
comprehended inthissaying, namely, Thou shatlovethy
neighbour asthyself. Loveworketh noill tohisneighbour:
thereforeloveisthefulfilling of thelaw."

TheTen Commandments

Thesearenot ten suggestions,
To break them bringsusregressions,

If just onewe break, then all ten are at stake,
Andit makesfor our transgressions.
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LESSON |
THE POWER OF THE TONGUE

Scripture Reading: James3.
Golden Text: Proverbs18:21.

"Death and life arein the power of thetongue: and
they that loveit shall eat thefruit thereof.”

1. What issaid of apersonwho bridleshistongue? James
32

NOTE: Bridlemeansanything that restrains, limitsor
guidesmovement.

2. Doesthetongue (our speech) require closewatching?
James 3:8-10.

3. If we do not bridle our tongues, does our religion
amount to anything in thesight of God? James 1:26.

4. From what are we to keep our tongues and lips? |
Peter 3:10; Psalm 34:13.

5. What issaid to bein the power of thetongue? Prov-
erbs18:21.

6. Tell what agood tongueisreferred tointhefollowing
verses? Proverbs 10:20; 12:18; 15:4.

7. What blessing ispromised for aright conversation?
Psalm 50:23.

LESSON I
WHAT DOESGOD EXPECT
OFACHILD OFGOD?

Scripture Reading: | Peter 2:1-25.
Golden Text: Romans12:1.

"| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, tht ye present your bodiesaliving sacrifice, holy,
acceptableunto God, whichisyour reasonable service.”

1. DoesGod ask something unreasonable of uswhenHe
calsusto Hisservice? Romans12:1.
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2. When we become children of God, do we haveroom
for growth?| Peter 2:2.

4. How can we grow in grace and knowledge of the
Lord?1l Timothy 2:15.

4. Inwhat order will thefruit of the Spirit beadded to us
if wearesincereand study and pray in Hisname?11 Peter
1.5-8.

5. Areweto know whom we serve? Are we supposed
to know our doctrine?| Peter 3:15.

LESSON I 11
WHAT DOESTHEWORLD EXPECT
OFACHILD OFGOD?

ScriptureReading: | Corinthians4:9-13; John 14:18-25.
Golden Text: John 14:27.

"Peace | leave with you, my peace| give unto you:
not asthe world giveth, give | unto you. Let not your
heart betroubled, neither letit beafraid.”

1. Doestheworld of sinthink very highly of onestriving
todo God'swill?1 Corinthians4:10-13.

2. Doesthisaffect you asachild of God to know that the
world careslittlefor Christ? Matthew 5:44-45.

NOTE: Theworld doesnot expect much of achild of
God . I think of him only as one who is a pretty good
felow but just "alittlebit off"* on somethings. But you just
let achild of Godfall down on hisprinciplesand seewho
noticesitfirgt.

3. Did Jesusadvise usto disregard thecivil lawsof the
nation? Matthew 22:21.

4. Why doestheworld not understand why the child of
God cannot do everything which they do? James4:4.

5. Should achild of God go looking at everyone as if

they wereagaingt him? Study well the attributesof achild
of God. Galatians 5:22-26.
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6. Isit better to suffer for our good deeds or evil doings?
| Peter 3:16-17.

LESSON IV
REJOICING

Scripture Reading: Psalm 97.
Golden Text: Philippians4:4.
"RegjoiceintheLordaway: andagain| say, Rgoice."

NOTE: IntheWord of God, wearetoldto bejoyful and
toexpressour joy. Toregoicemeanstofeel joy or great
ddight.

1. What doesthe Psalmist tell therighteous? Psalm 5:11;
32:11; 68:3.

2. Why should the child of God rejoi ce even when per-
secuted? Luke 6:22-23; Acts5:41; | Peter 1:5-9.

NOTE: Itwasfrom aprison cell, when hisfuturewas
uncertain, that theA postle Paul said "RejoiceinthelLord
dway."

3. What shall bethereward of thosewho sow intears?
Psalm 126:5-6.

4. What does Solomon say is "the gift of God?"
Ecclesiastes 3:12-13, 22; 5:19.

5. DoestheLord requireajoyful people, ever rejoicing?
Joel 2:23; Deuteronomy 12:10-12; 16:11; Il Chronicles
6:41.

NOTE: God wantsusto be happy and triumphant. Sa-
tanwantsusto be ashamed of our calling and without joy.
By rgoicinginthe Lord, wecan show othersthat beinga
child of God iswhat we should strivefor. Enjoy being
God'schildren. Hewantsyouto.

AnswerstoA Bible Town on page 14-

Benjamin, Ebenezer, Thomas, Hannah,

Lot, Esther, Herod, Elijah, Methuselah,
ThePlace, Bethlehem.
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New Testament Books

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
The Holy Gospels write,
Describing how the Savior died-
Hislife and all He taught.
Acts shows the Holy Spirit's work.
With signsin every place,
And Paul in Romans teaches us
How man was saved by grace.

The Apostle In Corinthians
I nstructs, exhorts, reproves,
Galatians shows that faith in Christ
Iswhat the Father loves.

Ephesians and Philippians tell

What Christians ought to be,
Colossians bids us live for God,

And for eternity.

In Thessalonians we are taught
The Lord will come from Heaven;
In Timothy and Titus
A pastor'sruleisgiven.
Philemon shows a Christian's love,
Which only Christians know;
Hebrews reveal s the Gospel
Prefigured by the Law.

James teaches without holiness
Faith is but vain and dead;
And Peter points the narrow way
In which the saints are led.
John, in his three Epistles
On love delights to dwell;
And Jude gives awful warning
Of judgment, wrath, and hell.

The Revelation prophesies
Of that tremendous day
When Christ, and Christ alone, shall be
The trembling sinner's stay.

-Selected
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BE KIND TO ANIMALS

It wasabeautiful day, and Georgeand Jerry wereon
their way home, just taking their timeand watching all the
people asthey passed by. They had been swimming all
afternoon down at their favorite swimming hole, and they
werealittletired. "Did you ever seesuchafunny looking
man?’ said George and at thisthey both laughed.

Asthey strolled dong alittlefarther, they saw alittle,
white dog running daily down theroad, and at the same
timethey noticed two empty tin cansalong theside of the
road. "Comeon George, we'reinfor alittlefun,” shouted
Jerry as he picked up one of thetin cansand raced out
after thelittle dog. George soon followed close behind
with the other in his hand. It was not long before they
caught the poor, little dog. Jerry pulled out a piece of
string from his pocket and, while George held the poor,
shaking little dog, he securely tied both cansto thelittle
dog'stail Thenthey set him freeand he darted downthe
road, terrified by the bumping of the cans on the road
behind him. One of the canswastied too short and the
sharp edge bumped against him and cut alargegashin
thepoor, littledog'sleg. Georgeand Jerry just laughed as
they watched thelittledog ashetried tofreehimself from
thecrashing, terrifying thingsbehind him.

Billy Allen heard thefrightening yel psand cameout to
seewhat theexcitement wasal about. When he saw what
had happened, he called to the poor, little dog inakind
voice. "Poor littlefellow! Comehereand | will helpyou.”
He picked up the quivering, little dog and gently unfas-
tened the cans. He noticed thegash in hisleg, and carried
himinto thehouse. He put him down ontherug and ran
into the kitchen and got a pan of warm water. He then
returned to thelittle dog and bathed and bound up the cut
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Sory
onitsleft. 'Now youwill bedright," said Billy asthelittle
dog gracefully licked hishand.

Thenext Sabbath, in Sabbath School, theclasshad a
study onthemany wonderful thingsJesusdid during His
life. Billy learned how He healed the sick and comforted
and restored the peopleto good health and spiritsagain.
It made him think of thelittlewhite dog who had refused
toleave him, and of thelook of trust and lovethat shone
fromthelittle dog's eyes and of thefast healing cut. It
made him feel good, and now he didn't careanymoreif
Georgeand Jerry did call hima"Sissy" for helping apoor,
little dog and spiking their fun. He knew now that Jesus
would have done the samethings, and hewanted to be
like Jesus." It ismuch morefun helping peopleinstead of
hurting them," hethought asheleft thechurch.

ABIBLETOWN
Thename of Jacob'syoungest son. (Genesis 35:18)
A stonethat told what God had done. (I Samuel 7:12)
A saint who showed great unbdlief. (John 20:24)
Onewho to God poured out her grief. (I Samuel 1:15)
A manto savehislifewhofled. (Genesis19:18-22)
A queenwho filled another'sstead. (Esther 2:17)
Aking who had God'switnessdain. (Matthew 14:3-11)
And amanwhose prayersstayed therain. (1 Kings17:1)
Helived thelongest here below. (Genesis5:25)

Theinitialsnameaplaceyou know.

AnswerstoA Bird Walk on page 15:

1.Raven 2.Eagle 3.Dove 4.Sparrow 5.Hen 6.Dove
7.Swallow 8.Peacock 9.0wl 10.Vulture 11.Pigeons,
Turtledoves 12.Partridge 13.Ostrich 14.Pelican
15.Stork
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WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?
by Maran B. Wilkinson
We know that Jesus always went to church on Sab-
bath. It waswhat He liked to do. When He was hig,
he read the Bible in church. But if He were little
like you, right now, what do you think he would
do? Answer the question yes or no.

1. Would Jesuswalk into church inanoisy way?

2. Would Heever wiggleand whisper?

3. Would Jesus need atoy to play within church?

4. Would Hetry tolisten to the sermon?

5. Would Heawayssit with his stepfather and mother?
6. Would Helook around during prayer?

7. Would He be happy in God's house?

8. Would He be quiet and reverent?

9. Does Jesuswant you to love God's house, too?

10. Will He help youto be quiet and good?

LITTLE CREATURES IN THE BIBLE
Look up the Bible verses below and make a list of
some of God's little creatures. When you are fin-
ished finding them, draw pictures of your favorite
ones.

Exodus 8:2
Exodus 8:17
Exodus 8:21
Numbers 13:33
Deuteronomy 1:44
Joshua 24:12
| Samuel 26:20
Psalm 58:8
Psalm 78:46
Proverbs6:6
Proverbs 30:24-28
Isaiah 51:8
Revelation 9:3

To find amessage about forgiveness, cross
out the letters of the alphabet in order. The
remaining letters spell out theversefoundin
Matthew 6:15.

ABBUTCDIFEYEFGFORGIVETH
NOTMENJKTHEIRLMTRESPA
SSSESNNEITHEROPQUILLRS o
YOURTFATHERUVFORGI VEWX
YYOURZTREPASSES.
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BIBLE ANIMALS
Unscramble these Bible names

1. Lume
2. Padrole
3. Xeno
4., Umose
5. Laege
6. Sinew
7. Gordan
8. Melca
9. Tan
10. Evirp

A BIRD WALK

Perhaps you have taken a stroll through the woods
with Mother or Dad and tried to name the birds you
saw. You could spot some of their feathers and oth-
ersby their song. Let'stake a bird walk through the
pages of the Bible. How many birds can you find?
Thereferenceswill tell you whereto look for them.

1. IKings17:6 2. Isaiah40:31 3. Genesis8:7-8
4. Matthew 10:29 5. Luke13:34 6. Matthew 3:16
7. Psaim 84:3 8. Il Chronicles9:2 9. Isaiah 34:14
10.1saiah 34:15 11.Luke?2:24 12.1 Samuel 26:20
13.Job39:13 14.Psam 102:6 15. Psalm 104:17

Youwill find awholeflock of birdsin Leviticus11:13-19.
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