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Trick Or Treat?

by David Del ong

When the colder days of Autumn come
And harvest timeisoften on our mi
Thisseemsto be, for some, atimeto

A chanceto celebrate on common gro

- That cel ebration, then, involvesthecl

Tobeapart of acting deviltry;
umes of death areworn, don't you
And Halloween putspeopleinatra

Even kidsaretaught how to ex
- By goingout ontrick or tregti
Now do youthink that thisisr
For folkstodothis, thinkingit'



Seven Questions Concerning HALLOWEEN

Answered by Apostle Warren H. Randall Jr.

1. Is Halloween a pagan celebration?

Haloween or All Hallows Eve doescomefrom apagan Gaelic festival caled Samhain (pronounced Sah-win) which
marked theend of the harvest season and the beginning of winter or the "darker half" of theyear. Celebrationsbegan
ontheevening of the 31st of Oct. It wasmarked by great gatherings, feastsand it waswhen theancient burial mounds
were open which were seen as portalsto the "otherworld." Halloween is cel ebrated the evening before the Roman
CatholicHoly Day of Obligation known as"All SaintsDay" whichisa so not to be celebrated by achild of God. Don't
forget, Halloween fallson aWiccan Sabbat. (Samhain) They celebrate by paying respect to nature, honoring the dead,
hol ding bonfires and communicating with the spirits. A Wiccan isapractitioner of Wiccawhichisamodern earth
centered religion that drawsingpiration from ancient pagan traditions. (Excerptstakenfromvarioussiteson Wikipedia
and referenced from an entry in the ColumbiaEncyclopedia)

2. Does the Bible mention Halloween?

Whilethe Bible does not mention Halloween specifically, God's people have a ways been cautioned about making a
covenant with other nationsor intermarrying with them because Heknew their influencewould begreat. In Ex. 23:32-
33 Israel wastold "Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods. They shalt not dwell inthy land, lest
they maketheesin against me: for if thou servetheir gods, it will surely beasnare unto thee.” There arethosethat
believe Halloween has been "cleaned up™” and isnow celebrated for the right reasons, i.e. thefall harvest. Some
churchesa sothink that keeping thechildren off thestreet isensuring their safety. It may beensuring their physica safety
but what about their spiritual lives? Thisisan evil celebration, and we should not have anythingto dowithit.

3. What is the significance of the Jack-o-Lantern?

Likemany celebrations, there arethingsand traditionsthat are connected withit. In certain partsof the British 1des
bonfiresand fortunetelling were common. In the United States mumming or houseto housevisiting and masquerading
arepopular. Jack-o-Lanternsare displayed. In addition, tales of witchesand ghostsaretold. Historically, root veg-
etables such asrutabagasor turnipswere used for carving thelantern but pumpkins have become more popular. The
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problemisthat thejack-o-lanternswere used to ward of f spiritsand peopleare unknowingly carrying onthat tradition.

4. Should a Child of God seek to have their future or fortune told as it was previously
mentioned taking place in the British |sles?

ABSOLUTELY NOT! Theonegreat example of thisiswhen King Saul went to seethewitch of En-dor. Heknew
better as he had already put away thosethat had familiar spirits, yet because he became afraid of the Philistines, he
disguised himself so hecould go and enquire of her. Shedid not raise up the dead prophet Samuel but Saul “perceived”
that shedid. It washer familiar spirit that he saw and not Samudl. (Seel Samuel 28). We should havenothing to dowith
fortunetellers, crystal ball gazers, palm readers, tarot card readers, astrol ogersor those who claimto have contact with
thedead or familiar spirits. Do not play with aOuijaBoard. It isnot something to fool around with ever.

5. What should | do if my place of employment proposes a Halloween party and is en-
couraging everyone to wear a costume?

Thesesituationsawaysrear their ugly headsbut really oneisno different than the other. We haveto stand up and say
no, we do not participate. We do not work on the Sabbath; we do not cel ebrate Christmas; we do not celebrate St.
Vaentinesday, etc. Unfortunately, Hall oween has become more and more popular with it going from children's "trick
or treating" to include adult parties. It hasbecomevery commercia with the sale of candy and the many costumesthat
are purchased in connection withit. We have an expression that sayswe are known by the company wekeep. In|
Thess. 5:22 wearetoldto "Abstain from al appearance of evil.” Let usstriveto dowhat isright and not what iseasy.

6. Does the darkness written about in Eph. 5:11 ""And have no fellowship with the un-

fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them'' have anything to do with the devil?
Thisisaninteresting question, but it has nothing to do with thedevil and everything to do with becoming "unequally
yoked." In other words, marrying someonethat isoutsidethe church. The crossreferenceis2 Cor. 6:14, "Beyenot
unequally yoked together with unbelievers. for what fellowship hath righteousnesswith unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness?" It isimportant to note that the devil or Satan is often thought of as being
grotesquelooking and lurking inevery dark crack and crevice, but the oppositeistrue. 2 Cor. 11:14: "And no marvel;
for Satan himsdlf istransformed into an angel of light." Thedevil isbeautiful and assuch hasan dlureor atraction. (See
Ezek. 28:13-15). He was created perfect until he sinned but he knows our weaknesses and triesto exploit them.
Pleasetake notethat the archangel Michadl did not bring arailing accusation against thedevil but said, *... TheLord
rebukethee” (Judeverse9).

7. Where else is witchcraft mentioned in the Bible?

Witchcraft is not the only thing that we should be concerned with. In Ex.7:11 we learn M oses had to deal with
Pharaoh'swise men, sorcerers and magicianswho used enchantments. Daniel the prophet had to contend with the
magicians, astrologers, sorcerersand Chaldeans. (See Dan.2:2). | srael wasforbidden to do after the abominations of
other nations. " There shal not befound among you any onethat maketh hisson or hisdaughter to passthroughthefire,
or that useth divination, or an observer of thetimes, or an enchanter, or awitch. Or acharmer, or aconsulter with
familiar spirits, or awizard, or anecromancer. For al that do thesethingsarean abomination untothe LORD..." (See
Deut. 18:9-12). InEx.22:18, Isradl wasasotold, "Thou shalt not suffer awitch tolive." God hated al thesethingsand
told His people not to have anything to do with them asthere was alwaysthe chance or fear of "contamination.”
Findly, in Rev. 21:8 and 22:15 there are groups of peoplelisted who will not bein thekingdom but will bethrowninto
thelakeof fire, and sorcerersare among them.
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By David Del_ong

Though death comesto usall inthislife, achild of
God must be concerned with, and preoccupied with, life
indl of itsaspects, including eternd life. Thecelebration
of Halloweenisonly concerned with aspects of death,
and thereforeit must be avoided. Even though children
havefun getting candy throughtrick or treating and other
thingsrelated to thiscel ebration, every aspect of Hallow-
een exdtsdeath. Ghostsand goblins, witchesand ogres,
skeletonsand thegrim regper arecommon themes. Grave-
yardsand headstones are often presented aswell. Death
isactually being cel ebrated by the observance of Hal-
loween. Therefore, we know that Satan, the author of
death (Hebrews 2:14-15), isthe one who is being ex-
atedinstead of Christ, theAuthor of life.

Jesuswasonly preoccupied with life. Hesaid in John
10:10: "Thethief cometh not, but for to steal, and tokkill,
and to destroy: | am comethat they might havelife, and
that they might haveit more abundantly.” He stated His
purposein coming to earth in Luke 4:16-19: "And he
cameto Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and,
as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the
sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was
delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And
when he had opened the book, hefound the placewhere
itwaswritten, The Spirit of the Lord isupon me, because
he hath anointed meto preach the gospel to the poor; he
hath sent meto heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliv-
eranceto thecaptives, and recovering of Sght totheblind,
to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the ac-
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ceptableyear of theL ord.”

Jesus dedicated Himself to the ministry which God
chosefor Him of preachinglife, heaing thesick, casting
out demons, andfindly giving Hislifesothat al who be-
lieveon Himwill eventually have eternal life. Matthew
8:14-17 reads: " And when Jesuswas comeinto Peter's
house, he saw hiswife'smother laid, and sick of afever.
And hetouched her hand, and thefever | eft her: and she
arose, and ministered unto them. When the even was
come, they brought unto him many that were possessed
with devils. and he cast out the spiritswith hisword, and
hedled al that weresick: That it might befulfilled which
was spoken by Esaiasthe prophet, saying, Himself took
our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.”

Weknow that Jesusempowered Hisapostlesand dis-
ciplesto carry onwith thework that He started. Matthew
10:1tdlsus "Andwhen hehad caled unto him histwelve
disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to heal al manner of sicknessand all
manner of disease.”

Theultimategoa of Jesuswasto glorify HisFather by
showing that Heistheresurrection and thelife. " Jesus
saith unto her (Martha), Thy brother shall rise again.
Marthasaith unto him, | know that he shall riseagainin
theresurrection at thelast day. Jesussaid unto her, | am
theresurrection, andthelife: hethat believethinme, though
heweredead, yet shall helive: And whosoever livethand
believethinmeshal never die. Bdievest thouthis?' (John
11:23-26).
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Occupationsdealing with lifeand health are excellent
for the child of God to becomeinvolved in: ministersof
thegospe, doctors, nurses, pharmaci s, nutritionists, sui-
cide preventionworkers, paramedics, EMT's, teachers,
farmers, house builders, cooks, childcareworkers, nurs-
Ing homeworkers, hospice care, and addi ction recovery
workers, are some of these occupations. However, |
would not encourage any person to volunteer tojointhe
military becauseour doctrinal point #19 reads: "\We stand
opposed to carna warfare."

Jesustaught that "No man can servetwo masters..."
(Matthew 6:24). And though Hewas addressing theis-
sue of not being able to serve God and mammon, this

theGod of lifeand thegod of death. Sometimes, thevery
smallest actionsthat wetakeinthislife canturnout to
havevery large consequences. For instance, it may seem
likeinnocent funfor alittlegirl or boy to dressup asa
witch or awizard during aHalloween celebration. How-
ever, wewill not know the extent which these actions
may haveon such agirl or boy whenthey grow older in
becominginvolved with real witchcraft or theoccult. Such
"Iinnocent” actionsin childhood may createadesireinlater
lifeto becomeinvolved with these practices. And wewill
be partly responsibleto the Lord for the devel opment of
such practicesin the children that we allow to become
involved with Halloween!

verse could also be addressed at not being ableto serve

Why Must We Die? What is Our Hope?

When we come together to pay our last respectsto a friend or loved one, we often wonder why we must die.
It seemsthat no one escapes death. Sooner or later death will take each one of us. In | Corinthians 15:21-
22 we find that death came by man. " For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of
thedead. For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be madealive." Adam wasthe man who brought
death into the world. We will have to go back to his time to see what Adam did to bring death upon all
people.

We find in the first and second chapters of Genesis a complete record of the whole Creation. First, God
made the heaven and the earth. Then He divided the light from the darkness. He also divided the water
fromtheland. He called the dry land earth and the water He called seas. The earth brought forth grassand
herbs yielding seed and fruit trees yielding fruit. Then God made lights in the heaven to rule the day, the
night, and seasons. Besides these two lightsthere are many small lights called stars. God also made thefish
of the sea, the birds of heaven, and the animals on land. On the sixth day God made man and woman. After
God had finished His creation, He " saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And
the evening and the morning were the sixth day" (Genesis 1:31).

God put the man in a wonderful garden He had prepared for man's enjoyment. " And the LORD God took
theman, and put him into the garden of Eden to dressit and to keep it. And the LORD God commanded the
man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of thetree of the knowledge of good and
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evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis2:15-17).
Adam and Eve had a good thing. They could eat of all the fruit but of one certain tree and they would
continueto live. However, they failed to obey God. Adam had an enemy on the earth who was against God
and man. " Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the
woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of thetree
which isin the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall yetouch it, lest yedie.
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he
did eat" (Genesis 3:1-6). Yes, Adam failed. he did exactly what God told him not to do. He knew what the
penalty would be. Let us see if God carried out the sentence.

God called to Adam, but Adam hid himself because he was afraid. He knew he had donewrong, so hetried
to hide from God. That, however, isimpossible for anyone to do. God found Adam and told him what would
happen to him and all therest of the people that should be born into thisworld. God said, " ...Because thou
hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which | commanded thee, saying,
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed isthe ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy
life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return” (Genesis 3:17-19). The human race has been returning to
dust ever since Adam'’stime. We do everything possible to keep from going back to dust; but we cannot stop
the curse, The Apostle Paul said, " Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Romans5:12). How true! We must all die once
but, sad to say, many will have to die thesecond time. Considering these things, how are we going to please
God?

Paul wrote further, " But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). We just
believe in God and believe that He will give usareward for having faith and acting accordingly. God loves
the people on this earth. He has loved them from Adam and has given them many opportunities to follow
His commands. The human race, however, does not seem to want to obey God. The last thing God did was
to send His Son that people might accept Him and receive eternal life. " For God so loved theworld, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life"
(John 3:16). If we believe in God's only begotten Son, who is Jesus Christ, and are diligently seeking Him,
then we are on the road to pleasing God.

Something elseisrequired of each and every one of us. On the Day of Pentecost, which came fifty days after
the Feast of Passover Peter was preaching in Jerusalem. There were many different nationalities repre-
sented at this meeting. Peter wastelling them how they had crucified Jesusand how He wasraised from the
dead, that He had ascended into heaven to be with His Father. these people wanted to know what they
should do to be saved. " Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38).

Then Paul wrote, " Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into
his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from
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the dead hy the glory of the Father, even so\we also
should walk in newness of life. For it we have been
planted together in the likeness of His death, we
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection”
QRomans“IP:_a-S) :

|

Before Jesus died on the cross, Hetold His apostles
that He would die and be buried. Jesus said He
uld be in the grave three days, and then God
uldraiseHim up. Hewasthefirst dead person to
raised to immortal life; through His death, we
e the promise of being raised when Jesus comes
k to earth to gather His saints. We read, " But
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the
firstfruitsof them that slept. For since by man came
death, by man came also theresurrection of thedead.
For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be
made alive. But every man in hisown order: Christ
the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at
Hiscoming" (I Corinthians 15:20-23).

We must belong to Christ to be included in the first
resurrection. Paul explained how this resurrection
will take place; it will be a great day for the Chris-
tians, " Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at thelast trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this
corruptible must put on incorruption, and thismor-
tal must put on immorality. So when this corrupt-
ible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought

1

to pass the saying that is written, Death i
lowed up in victory" (I Corinthians 15:5

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians. " For
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, even
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring wi
For this we say unto you by the word of th rd,
that we which are alive and remain unto the com-
ing of the Lord shall not prevent them which are
asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archan-
gel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall risefirst: Then wewhich are alive and
remain shall be dgught up together with them in

theclouds, tom Lordin the d so shall
we ever be wit . Wheref _e'ﬂmfort one
another with th : (I Th onians 4:14-

18). I_Daul made it plai enough how we should rise
fron% the dead. The ones who diligently seek God
»



award of eternal

ohn -‘"'ﬁ‘ servant of God who gave us some
~light about the reward of the righteous for follow-
| ing Jesus Christ and of those who, like Adam, dis-
' obey God. Hereceived avision from God, asweread:
"1 saw thrones, and they say upon them, and judg-
ment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of
them that were beheaded for the times of Jesus, and
for th\gword of God, and which had not wor shipped
the beast, neither hisimage, either had received his
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands: and
they lived and reigned with Christ athousand years.
But the rest of the dead lived not again until the
thousand yearswerefinished. Thisisthefirst resur-
rection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no
power. But they shall be priests of God and of Christ
and shall reign with him a thousand years' (Rev-
elation 20:4-6).

John also gave light concerning the things that will
happen at the end of the thousand years, saying,
" And the sea gave up the dead which werein it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which werein
them: and they werejudged every man according to
their works. And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death. And whoso-
ever was not found written in the book of life was
castintothelakeof fire" (Revelation 20:13-15). This
second death isthe reward of those who do not care
to try to please God or accept Jesus Christ as their
Saviour. It does not sound very pleasant. It will bea
very poor ending for those who do not love the Lord
God.

Cin enfarngect
heart in
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Qccupiec £
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A Forgiving Heart

We all must have a forgiving heart
Or the love of God will soon depart.
Heforgivesusfor everything we have
done,

He even forgives what we did to His Soh.
So why can't we forgive those down here
For the things they have done down
through the years?

Thereis no time when we all agree,

But by Hisgrace we are all set free
From the bondage unforgiveness can
bring to our heart,

By the grace of God, we get a brand-new

start. _
By His grace we get another chance, \
So, his kingdom will again advance. ".:_sl

By Bertie |. Adams \_ Y
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Do You
Know

Your
ABCs?

Many decadesago, | learned theABCsof doing my job
asan Emergency Medica Technician(EMT). Thismne-
monic (memory trick) isused for ng and treating
patients: A = airway, B = breathing, and C = circulation.

Theactual ABCsarefundamental tolearning. They are
thefoundation of our entire English language. Educators
would haveadifficult timeteaching about reading, phon-
ics, spelling, or literaturewithout first learning and under-
standing the alphabetic principle. (See https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alphabetic_principle)

Fundamenta sarethe samewith Bibletruths. InHebrews
5:12, Paul says: "For when for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that oneteach you again which be
thefirgt principlesof theoraclesof God; and arebecome
such ashave need of milk, and not of strong meat."

MEANING:

The book of Hebrews was written to acommunity of

Jewish Chrigtians, likely facing persecution and struggling
with spiritual maturity, who were being urged to move
beyond foundational teachings of faith toward adeeper
understanding. Paul expresses disappointment that these
believers, who should have been teachersthemsalves, il
required instructionin the basic principlesfoundinthe
Old Testament, specifically referring to "the oracles of
God" foundin Genesis, Proverbs, and Psalms. Verse12
employsapowerful metaphor toillustratetheir spiritual
immaturity, comparing themtoinfantswho can only con-
sumemilk, not solid food.

| found various Christian articleson theinternet that ref-
erence the ABCsto make their intended point memo-
rableandsmple. For example: "Thepath of the Christlike
lifeisthe greatest adventure anyone can experience. To
know that God our Creator isdaily workingwithin usto
shapeusinto theimage of Christ isanincredible experi-
ence. Getting started isasimple process, aseasy asthe
ABCs. Congderthis"ABC" processasaguide- admit,
believe, and confess.” (Source: https://roya rangers.com/
abc)

"A" Admit. A person must admit to God that heisasin-
ner. He must be sorry for his sin and turn away from
snning. Versessupporting thisstepincludeRomans 3:23,
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Romans 6:23, Acts3:19, & | John 1:8-9.

"B" Believe. A person must believethat JesusisGod's
Son and that God sent Jesusto pay the penalty for sin.
Versesabout believing include John 3:16; John 14:6 &
Romans5:8-12.

"C" Confess. A person must confesshisfaithin Jesus
Christ asSavior and Lord. Read Romans10:9-13.

WhiletheseABCscan serveasahd pful starting point for
understanding salvation, thismode issmplisticand po-
tentially mideading
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gospel. Just remember that these ABCs omit key ele-
ments, including repentance, faithfulness, judgment, bap-
tism, prayer, and the resurrection of the dead.

Inclosing, aswematurein theWord of God and striveto
becomemore Chrigt-like, let usprogressfrom thesefoun-
dationa teachingsto deeper spiritual understanding. This
processrequiresadisciplined practice of studying, dis-
cernment, and applying God'sWord. Growth isnot auto-
matic, butit doesrequireintentiond effort, including regular
Biblereading, prayer, and fellowship, all of which are
empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Apostles
ophets.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON
MOSESPRAYSFOR GOD'SPRESENCE
ScriptureReading: Exodus33:12-23.
Golden Text: Exodus33:20.

" And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for
there shall no man seeme, and live."

1. What did Mosesrequest of the Lord in Exodus 33:12-
13?

2. DidtheLord grant hisrequest? Exodus 33:14.

3. Did M osesdesireto do anything without the presence
of theLord?Exodus 33:17.

4. DidtheLord know Moses, and had hefound favor in
thesight of the Lord? Exodus 33:17.

5. What did Moses ask of the Lord in Exodus 33:18?

6. DidtheLord promise Mosesto proclaim Hisname
before him? Exodus 33:19.

7. Could Moseslook upon theface of the Lord?Why?
Exodus 33:20.

8. What further didtheLord tell Mosesin Exodus33:21-
23?

LESSON 1|
THE TABLESOF STONE RESTORED

ScriptureReading: Exodus34:1-14.
Golden Text: Exodus34:1 (first part).

"And theL ORD said unto M oses, Hew theetwo
tablesof stonelikeuntothefirst..."

NOTE: A few lessonsago we studied about thetabl es of
stone onwhichthe L ord had written the Ten Command-
ments. When M osesbrought them down from themount,
he saw the peopleworshipping agolden calf. Hewas so
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disappointed with the people, and hurt, that he brokethe
two tables of stone on which God had written the com-
mandmentsfor themtofollow. Now, wearegoingto see
thesewererestored to the people.

1. What did the Lord tell Mosesto do and whenwashe
to comeup into the mount? Exodus 34:1-2.

2. Wasanyoneto comewith Moses?Weretheflocksor
herdsto feed before the mount at this particular time?
Exodus34:3.

3. What did Mosesdo in Exodus 34:4?

4. How did the Lord appear unto Moses? What did He
proclaim unto M oses? Exodus 34.5-7.

5. What did Moses do and ask at this time? Exodus
34:8-9.

6. What was the covenant which the Lord made with
|srael ? Exodus 34:10-13.

7. Were they to worship any other god? What other
namewas used for God in Exodus 34:147?

LESSON |1
MOSES FACE SHONE

ScriptureReading: Exodus34:28-35.
Golden Text: Exodus34:35 (first part).

" And thechildren of | sradl saw theface of M oses,
that the skin of M oses' face shone..."

NOTE: Moseswent upinto Mount Sinai to get the sec-
ond copy of the Ten Commandmentsand had beental k-
ing with the Lord. Moses now returns and comesdown
fromthemount.

1. How many daysdid M osesstay on themount with the

Lord? Exodus 34:28. Moses did not have any food or
water during thistime.
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2. When M oses came down from the mount, what did
he carry and how did helook? Exodus 34:29.

3. What did Mosesdo, and who cameto see him? Exo-
dus34:31.

4, Didthechildren of Israel come closeto Moses, and
what werethey told? Exodus 34:32.

5. What did M oses do when hefinished speaking with
them? Exodus 34:33.

6. When did Mosestaketheveil off? Exodus 34:34-35.
LESSON IV
MIRIAM HEALED OF LEPROSY

ScriptureReading: Numbers12.
Golden Text: Numbers12:13.

" And Mosescried untothe LORD, saying, Heal
her now, O God, | beseech thee."

NOTE: Thechildrenof Isradl arestill ontheir journey to
the promised |and asour |esson startstoday.

1. Who spokeagainst M osesand for what reason? Num-
bers12:1-2.

NOTE: Miriamwasthes ster of Moses, and shedid not
likeit because Moses wifewasan Ethiopian. You may
remember studying about Miriamin our earlier [essons.
Shewasthelittlegirl who ran to tell her mother when
Pharaoh'sdaughter found Mosesinthe bulrushes.

2. What sort of person was Moses? Numbers 12:3.

3. TheLord spaketo Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, and
what did He say? Numbers 12:4-8.

4. TheLordwasangry withAaron and Miriam. What

didtheLord causeto comeon Miriam?Numbers 12:9-
10.
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5. Did Aaron then admit they had sinned? Numbers
12:11.

6. Did Aaronwant Miriam healed, and did M oses ask
theLordfor her healing? Numbers 12:12-13.

7. What did the Lord say concerning Miriam?Numbers
12:14.

8. How long wasMiriam shut out of the camp? Numbers
12:15.

NOTE: Sometimeswesay thingsagainst our ministersor

hel persinthe Church. Doyou think thisangersthe Lord
?

ﬁ *F he Covenants

God made covenants to some people in the Bible.
A covenant is a promise to someone. Look up the
Bible verses below to find who received the cov-
enant and what God promised them.

Genesis 9:8-17
Genesis 15:18
Exodus 19:3-6
Numbers25:10-13
Il Samuel 23:1& 5
Hebrews8:6-13
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" Loveworketh noill to hisneighbour...." (Romans 13:10).

WHEN BETTY HATED
by Mary Garner

"1 hatethat girl, and I'll not listen to her anymore,”

Betty Jo snapped as she switched the radio off. With
her fist clenched, she stamped her foot and screeched,
"1 hateher! | hateher! | hateher!" Then sheranto
the sofa and buried her face in the pillows.

Betty Jo'smother was speechless. Never had she seen
her daughter in such arage. For afew momentsshe
sat, listening for some explanation of such action.
But the only sound was the sobbing that seemed to
come from a broken heart.

" Why don't you like Phyllis anymore?" asked Mrs.
Larson, " | think she has a sweet voice, and | know
she'sanicegirl. You've always had such good times
together."

"1 hateher! | could pull her hair out! She'sacheat!

I'll never speak to her again! I'll - I'll -" Betty Jo
searched for wordsto expressher hatred even more.
She wanted to say something terrible, but she knew
she didn't dare. Her mother was very kind and pa-
tient, but Betty Jo knew that it was time to find a
stopping place.

" Be careful, Betty Jo," interrupted Mrs. Larson.
" Remember Jesusishearing everyword you say, and
he knows every thought in your heart."

"Well, Mother, it wasn't right of her. Shetold alie
to get to sing that song. Anyone who sings on that
program issupposed to be under twelve yearsof age,
and Phylliswastwelve her last birthday. | could have
sungit, Mother, if it hadn't been for her. Jesusheard
her tell that lie, too, didn't He?"

" Yes, Betty Jo, that is true, and liars will be pun-
ished. But let meread a Scriptureto you, foundin |

John 3:15: " Whosoever hateth hisbrother isamur-
derer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal
life abiding in him." You see, Betty Jo, it isn't only
lying that can keep us out of the kingdom. Hatred
will do it too. Hatred is a terrible sin, and the best
thingtodoisto get rid of it as quickly asyou can."

"How can you get rid of it? If you hate a person,
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you hate her and you can't help it."

" Of course, you can help it. Ask the Lord to help
you love her."

"1 don't" want to love her. I'll never love her again!
| wish she'dtakeacoldand..." sheclamped her hand
over her mouth just in time.

" Betty Jo, | can't permit you to talk like that. Even
though you could have sung in her place, you
shouldn't act asyou are. You must go to your room
until you can act like a lady."

Gladly, Betty Jo obeyed her mother and marched
toward her room. There she could say and think
what she pleased, and no one could do anything.
" 11l get even with her, if it takes me a year to do it.
There's that silly old doll she gave me last year for
my birthday,” With a slap and kick, little curly
headed Nancy went sailing under the bed. Wham!
Her head struck the wall.

" Oh, you poor dear, | didn't mean to do it. | love
you. | really wasn't mad at you. | am sorry.” But all
thiswastoo late. Nancy'shead was cracked so badly
that it could not be fixed. Betty Jo cuddled her in
her arms and tried to press her head together, but
the blow had been too much; Nancy would never be
the same again.

Betty Jo's sobs had turned into really crying. To
think she had broken the doll she loved most of all.
Mrs. Larson heard thewailing and went to see what
had happened. Between sobs, Betty Jo told her the
story.

"The Lord isteaching you a lesson, dear. See what
anger and hatred have caused you to do? You have
broken your doll so that she will be of no use any-
more. You cannot comb her curlsor make her pretty
hats anymore That's what you do to your friends,
too, when hatred isin your heart. Your friends are
not good to you anymore. You can't do anything for
them, and thy can't do anything for you. Hatred will
cause a person to do terrible things, things they
wouldn't do at all if they loved everyone.”

" Oh, Mother, I'm so sorry about it all. | do not
want anything to happen to Phyllis. | want Jesus
to forgive me for the mean things| said. I'll not let
hatred into my heart again."
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THE JUDGES OF ISRAEL

The I sraelite people were ruled by judges for 400 years.

Fit those judges names into the puzzle. Count the number of leiters in each name.

* Othniel Ehud Shamgaar Deborah
Gideon Tola Jair Jephthah

Ibzan Elon Abdon Samson Samuel




An Eye For An Eye?
"Aneyefor an eye, and atooth for atooth",
But, Jesustaught usahigher truth;
When someone smitesyou on the cheek,
Show to him that you are meek
And offer himyour other one
For him to smite; belike God's Son;
If someonesuesyou at thelaw
And takesaway your coat,
Thenlet him haveyour cloak aso,
Thisiswhat Christ did quote;

If someonemakesyou goamile,
Thengowithhimfor twain;
Giveto himthat asksof you,
Andlendtohimagain.
Loveyour enemies, thosethat curse,
Do good to them that hate;
Pray for them which useyou sore,
Thosewho against you préte;
That you may bethe children of
Your Father who'sin heaven,
HemakesHissun riseon the good
Andtheunjust, too, aregiven.




