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"When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do
not go back to get it. Leave it for the foreigner, the fatherless and the
widow, so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of
your hands' (Deuteronomy 24:19).



Rewards

The proper understanding of rewardsfor deedsthat
aredone gppearsto belackingintheselater daysthrough-
out theworld. Thethought that for every deedthereisa
resulting rewardislosingitssignificancein thesetimes.
Thetrend or popular way of thought is not to concern
ourselveswith theend result of an act or actsthat wemay
do - but rather do it regardless of the outcome. One of
theexcusescoming forthinrecent timesis, "theend result
will justify themeans;" no matter what the means (meth-
ods) might be. Asweexaminethisinthelight of honesty
and truth and common sense, weredlizeright away this
thought to be completely out of line, to which the holy
Scripturesconfirm. TheApostle Paul wrote: "...for what-
soever aman soweth, that shall heasoregp” (Galatians
6:7). Theman Job confirmsthisthought when he said,
"...they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the
same" (Job 4:8).

Condder theseexamplesfor amoment; whenafarmer
makes a decision to have awheat crop, does he then
plant barley seedsin theground?If aperson studiesto
become alawyer does he seek knowledge from acar-
penter? Aswe can seetheanswer to al thesequestionsis
no. To have wheat one must plant wheat. Herethen we
see that we reap the rewards of that which we plan an
effortinto.

Thereisarewardfor al the deedsthat wedo .David
said; "...the LORD shall reward the doer of evil accord-
ingtohiswickedness' (11 Samuel 3:39). Wearereminded
inProverbs 11:18 that, " Thewicked worketh adeceitful
work: but to him that soweth righteousness shall bea
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surereward." There are some rewards that will come
sooner while others may not be given for many years;
neverthelessall deedswill havetheir duerewards. Aswe
read in the abovetexts, there are only two kinds of re-
wards, for there are only two kinds of deeds; those of
righteousnessand those of wickedness. Everything done
under thesunfallsin either of thesetwo classes. Thereis
no half-way point or shady areasuch assomemay think.
Intheselast daysthethought of half-right isthetrend, and
inso called modern circlestheideathat everyonehasto
have one"vice" in hislifeisacommon place practice.
Thisisan abomination unto the Lord, aswe can under-
stand in Revelation 3:3-16. Thereward for half-way is
thesameasthat of completewickedness.

Thereare somewho may confuserewardsand gifts.
Inthe Scripturesthosewho follow the Father through the
Lord Jesus Christ aregiventhegift of eterna lifeby the
indwelling of theHoly Spirit. Also they aregiven certain
other giftswith which they may further the name of the
Lord to the world about them. These are the gifts be-
stowed upon al true believersand are not to be confused
withrewards. Thegiftsinthe Church of God areoutlined
inl Corinthians12:1-11. Thesearenot rewardsfor what
saintshavedone but rather giftsto be used so that saints
may do. After using these giftsto the best of our abilities
aslong asGod givesuslife, wethen may reap areward
accordingly. Let usnot confuse God'sgiftsand Hisre-
wards. This also shows to us that we are expected to
place an effort into our lives each day in behalf of the
Lord. Through theindwelling of God'sHoly Spirit and
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theother giftsfor spiritual usewewill beableto accom-
plishthemission, or work, that God has planned for us.

Toall who study the Bibleitisvery plainto seethat
thereisacoming reward for al wickedness on judgment
day." Let usconsider for afew moments somerewards
that are given during our lives. Oneof themost outstand-
ing examplesof thisisfoundintherecord of David dueto
hiscommitting adultery with another man'swife. Because
of David'sgreat wickednesswhich displeased the L ord,
certain rewards were pronounced through Nathan the
prophet of the Lord. The pages of Scripturetell of the
fulfilling of these rewardsfor David'swickedness. Here
we have an account of areward givento man during his
lifetime. In the book of Job we read of Job, who was
blessed by the L ord for following the L ord even after all
of hispossessionsweretaken from him. Because of his
faithful ness, Job received moreafter histrialsthan hehad
beforehistrials. Thisisagood exampleof areward for
righteousness. We need to consider, however, that just
becausewefollow the Lordinour lives, we should not
expect to receive abundant material blessings. Thereare
spiritual rewardsgivento usduring our lifetimesthat far
surpassany materia possessonswecan ever have. These
spiritual rewardswill help usto haveamore content and
peaceful life each day. It will also helpto bring othersto
the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and bring afu-
turereward to usin the Kingdom during thereign of Jesus
Chrig.

Jesus made some wise statements about rewards
when he said in Matthew 6:1-4: " Take heed that ye do
not your dms(righteousnessand good deeds) beforemen,
to be seen of them: otherwiseye haveno reward of your
Father whichisin heaven. Thereforewhenthou doest thine
alms, do not sound atrumpet before thee, asthe hypo-
critesdo in the synagogues and in the streets, that they
may haveglory of men. Verily | say untoyou, They have
their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy | eft
hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thinealms
may bein secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret
himself shall reward thee openly.” Thesefew wordsfrom
theLord certainly leave uswith something to think about
asweliveour daily livesfor Him. Itisso easy todothings
in the sight of our fellowman, knowing we will be
complimented for it and all will think, "Ohwhat anice
person he or sheis!” This can cause usto desireto do
more, knowing it will beknown and approved by dl. This
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isnot what the Lord desiresfrom His people, however.
If we begin to act with the only intent of being nicely
thought about by everyone, we carenot for pleasing the
Lord. Our rewardfor thiswill not bein heaven, but rather
here on earth in the hearts of theworld about us. When
wasthelast timewe did something for another person
and no one ever knew about it? How long ago has it
been since you allowed yourself to be moved back so
another could havefirst chance, and that person never
knew you didit. Itisthiskind of thinking and deedsthe
Lord isspeaking of here. What we are speaking of here
isthat word "charity" and the L ord expectsthisin our
liveseach day aswelive, for thoughtswithin uscertainly
will not reap any immediate materia blessing, however,
they will help to give us contentment and peace of mind
that can not be obtained by any other living. Thisisthe
fruitsof the Holy Spirit of God. For dl thosefollowingin
thisway, Jesuspromisesagreat reward in duetime.

Inthe Scriptureswearegiven abrief look at there-
wardsto be given to thosewho follow the Lord during
their lives. The Bibleinformsusin Revelation 5:10 that
God'sSaintswill be"...kingsand priests: and we shall
reignontheearth.” Wearenot given adetailed outline of
therewardsgiven, but provide uswith enough informa
tion to know that God's Saints will be rewarded. The
wordsof Jesusin Matthew 25:14-30, and Luke 19:20-
26 further outline God'srewardsfor faithfulness. Herein
also is described a reward for unfaithfulness. These
thoughts expressed by our L ord should cause usto ex-
amine ourselvesto seeif we are conducting ourselves
according to HisWord. Wewill be held accountable and
ajust reward given at God's appointed time.

Aswe conclude our thoughts on the subject of re-
wards, itisvery plainto understand therewill beare-
ward givenfor our actionsduring our lives, beit righteous
or wicked. Theso-called modernideawhereinweshould
not worry about the end results of our deedsisonly an-
other liecoming from thefather of lies, thedevil. The
world so easily givesintothislie, becausewhen covered
over with some shady reasoning, it beginsto appear |ogi-
ca. Itisoneof thetricksof Satan and God's people need
to beware. Let usconsider our deedsinthelight of the
Word of God, thereby pressing on"...toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus"
(Philippians3:14).
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THE SIN AND FOLLY OF WORRY

Worry islikeabad disease, it ruins physical, mental
and spiritual health. Itisworsethan this, foritisasin
against our loving heavenly Father who haspromised to
supply al our need. Heknew how pronemanistoworry,
for dl through Hisholy Word wefind thelivinginjunction,
"Fear not," and asif thiswasnot enough, Hesaysthrough
Hisservant Paul, "Becareful for nothing; butinevery thing
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known unto God. And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts
and mindsthrough Christ Jesus' (Philippians4:6-7).

After all theseassurances, itisnothing short of sinto
worry. Worry isadenial of trust in aloving Father who
will not alow any harmto befdl Hischildren. "Whoishe
that will harmyou, if yebefollowersof that whichisgood?”
Itiswell to take notethat thefirst mentioned thornsthat
choked the good seed, and madeit unfruitful was, "The
caresof thisworld."

John Wesl ey declared that hethought worry wasas
great asinasswearing; it certainly isrank disobedience
to the Savior'scomforting command, "L et not your heart
betroubled, neither letit beafraid.”

"Worry," DeanIngequaintly remarks, "isinterest paid
ontroublebeforeit fallsdue.” And, asan old man said,
"My life hasbeen full of trouble, but, most of it never
happened.” Thereforewemay concludethat agreat many
arelikethisold man, who, by worrying paid interest be-
forehand on troubl e that never happened. God never in-
tended usto worry, or Hewould havetold usto do so;
instead he has given ushundreds of commandsin regard
to"not worrying." Itisagreat aid against worry or anxi-
ety, to hunt up and study all these""rejoicing texts.”

Hewho notesthefall of asparrow, and countsthe

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

hairsof our head (even themost loving mother could not
dothis), isabundantly abletolook after all our needs.

Sometimeswe have heard amother say to anaughty,
whimpering child, "If you do not stop crying, You arego-
inginatimeout.” Thisleadsusto think that our loving
Father may sometimeshaveto deal withusinthesame
manne.

Worry islikerust ontheblade. Itisnot therevolution
that destroysthe machinery, but thefriction. Eminent phy-
sicians have discovered that fear and worry play havoc
withtheaction of the heart.

Some people maketheir troublesthreefol d, they suf-
fer through anticipation of them, when therealization,
doesn't happen, and lastly in retrospection, often making
mole-hillsinto mountainsby their foolishness.

" Strength ispromised, strength isgiven, when
theheart by grief isriven. But foredate the day of
woe, and alonethou wilt bear theblow."

RECEIPE FOR MAKING A HOME
Take 1 cup of Friendship, add 1 cup of Thoughtful-
ness, mix together well with:
A pinch of powdered Tenderness, lightly beaten into
a bowl of Loyalty to which has been added:
lcup Faith
lcup Hope
lcup Charity
Besureto add 1 thsp of Gaiety for signswith ability
to Laugh at little things. Moisten with sudden tears
of Heartfelt Sympathy. Bakein a Good Natured pan.
Serve Often.
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....B Warren H. Randall

1. They were created on the same day as the Sun and
Moon.

"And God sad, L et therebelightsin thefirmament of the
heaven to divide theday from the night; and let them be
for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years. And
let them befor lightsinthefirmament of theheaventogive
light upon the earth: and it was so. And God made two
great lights; thegreater light to rulethe day, and thelesser
light to rulethe night: he madethe starsalso" (Genesis
1:14-16).

2. Abraham’'s seed isto be asthe starsin heaven.

"And he brought him forth abroad, and said, L ook now
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be ableto num-
ber them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be"
(Genesis15:5).

3. Job was asked where hewaswhen the morning stars
sang together.

"Wherewast thouwhen | laid thefoundationsof theearth?
declare, if thou hast understanding” (Job 38:4).
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4. God knowsthe number of starsand their names.
"Praiseyethe LORD: for itisgood to sing praisesunto
our God; for itispleasant; and praiseiscomey. TheLORD
doth build up Jerusalem: he gathereth together the out-
castsof Isradl. Hehealeth the brokenin heart, and bindeth
up their wounds. Hetelleth the number of the stars; he
caleththemal by their names’ (Psalm 147:1-4).

5. Satan said hewould seat histhrone abovethe stars of
God.

"How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which
didst weskenthenations! For thou hast saidin thineheart,
I will ascendinto heaven, | will exalt my throneabovethe
starsof God: | will sit aso uponthemount of the congre-
gation, inthesdesof thenorth” (Isaiah 14:12-13).

6. Apostate Teachersarewarned of their fate.

"Woe unto them! for they have goneintheway of Cain,
and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for
reward...Raging wavesof the sea, foaming out their own
shame; wandering stars...” (Jude 11,13).

Our Lord placesagreat va ue upon humility, and Hecon-
demnsthosewho are contentious. TheA postle Paul wrote,
"Thisisafaithful saying, and thesethings! will that thou
affirm congtantly, that they which have believedin God
might be careful to maintain good works. Thesethings
aregood and profitableunto men. But avoid foolish ques-
tions, and geneal ogies, and contentions, and strivingsabout
thelaw; for they areunprofitableand vain” (Titus 3:8-9).

In1 Timothy 6:6, hewrites, "But godlinesswith content-
mentisgrest gain.”

Murmuringisamanifestation of adispostionthat isdis-
contented and fault finding. Thosewho indulgein mur-
muring maketroublefor themselvesand for others.

7. The seven stars are the seven angels of the seven
churchesin Revelation 1.

"The mystery of the seven starswhich thou sawestinmy
right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven
starsaretheangel s of the seven churches: and the seven
candlestickswhich thou sawest arethe seven churches®
(Revelation 1:20).
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THE WILLING HEART

Psalm 51-57

Have mercy Lord, upon me,

And cleanse mefrom my sin,
Create in me a clean heart,
A right spirit from within.

| acknowledge my transgressions,
And my sin for all to see,
Wash me through and through Lord,
Then Your truth shall set me free.

Cast me not out from Your presence,
And blot out my iniquities,
Against Thee | have sinned Lord,
Yet You paid the price for me.

It all depends on what iswritten
On the tables of the heart,
There is one path to salvation,
Are you willing to take part?

Have you checked your heart condition,
Areyou ready for the call?
We all need the Lord's protection,
Without the Comforter we'll fall.

My soul remains among the Lions,
And amidst the sons of Man,
Yet You're my rock and my salvation,
You've got the whole world in Your hands.

The evil tongueis like a razor,
It cuts with mischief like a knife,
We must all fight to contral it,
If we want eternal life.

The same goes with our actions,
The way we treat our fellow man,
If you don't obey the commandments,
Where do you fit into God's plan?

Pat Evans
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SEVEN ASPECTS OF

Thisword isused fifty-six timesin the Old Testament,
and forty-eight timesinthe New, but never oncehasit the
ideaof sinlessness. Inthe Old Testament Scripturesit
conveysthe meaning of complete, ended, whole; andin
the New, of what hasreached itsend, fitted completein
al parts, accurate. ThisoccursinActs 18:26, whereAquila
and Priscillatook the eloquent Apollos, who, though
"mighty inthe scriptures,” needed to betaught the"way of
God moreperfectly,” or "moreaccurately,” asit might be
better rendered.

We give seven uses of thisword "perfect,” showingin
some measure, though not exhaustively, theteaching of
theHoly Spirit aswefinditintheWord.

|. Perfect in Righteousness

"...Noahwasajust man and perfect in hisgenerations...”
(Genesis6:9).

"...Noahwasajug, or justified man, for weread he"found
graceintheeyesof theLORD." Hecameasasinner, and
the God of all grace saved him, so hewas enabled not
only to"walk with God" in close communion, but before
hisneighborshewas"perfect,” that is, upright, whole,
blameless. No one could say aword against him. He
walkedin practical righteousnessin hisgeneration. He
wasnot sinless, hestill had in himtheflesh, but by God's
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grace hewas enabled to talk in consistent uprightness,
andincommunionwith hisGod.

[I.PerfectinTrustin God.

"...l amtheAlmighty God; walk before me, and be thou
perfect” (Genesis17:1).

HereAbrahamgot anew revelation of God, "El Shaddai,”
theAlmighty, and Abraham’sperfection consistedin his
walking according to hisrevelation. Surely it needed an
Almighty Onetofulfill al the promisesmadeto him.
Abraham was alone in the land, surrounded by Arab
tribes, yet God had saidtohim, "...1 will giveuntothee...the
land whereinthou art astranger..." Hewasto walk be-
fore God, conscious of the power of theAlmighty oneto
back him up. Moreover, Abraham wasninety-nineyears
old, andyet thepromiseswasmadeto him.." "...I will make
theeexceeding fruitful...l will makenationsof thee." He
wasto walk before God, confident in histrust, not liking
to nature, or "management" to help God, aswefind he
didinchapter 17, but assured that thisAlmighty God could
enter into the domain of death - for he and Sarah were
dead as to nature - and out of death bring forth lifein
resurrection power, asHedid in I saac.

L et usreoicethat the same power for usisnow in our
Almighty One, our risen, exalted and seated L ord and
Savior.
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[11.Perfect in Separation.

"Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God"
(Deuteronomy 18:13).

Thesewordswere spokentothelsradlites, and their per-
fectionwas, aswefind fromthecontext, inbeing anation
separated from the abominations of the people whose
land they possessed, and a soin being theinstrumentsin
God'shandindriving out, exterminating theminrighteous
judgment. Their cup of iniquity wasfull, thevery land
"spued out” the nations on account of their sins. Sowe
haveto be perfect with our God and walk in holy separa-
tioninthisworld, inwhichwearestrangers. "Benot con-
formedtothisworld.” Throughout al the ages, God must
have a separated people.

I'V. Perfect in Manifesting Grace.

"Beyetherefore perfect, even asyour Father whichisin
heavenisperfect” (Matthew 5:48).

The perfection here brought before usisin manifesting
grace, especially grace to our enemies. Our Father in
heaven maketh His sun rise onthe evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on thejust and on theunjust. We areto
love our enemies, to bless them that curse us, and do
goodtothemthat hateus. If wearechildren, weought to
sustain the character of thefamily, there ought to be a
likeness betwixt son and father, and thislikeness, thisper-
fectionis, inbeing gracioustodl, especidly to thosewho
areagaingt us. Theworld knows something of righteous-
ness; itiscompelledto bejustinitsdealings, but it knows
nothing of grace. Now we are here to let men have a
glimpseof theacting of Hisheavenly grace, towalk here
asheavenly men, imitatorsof Christ, our only object be-
ing to bless, and brighten al around us. In so doing, we
will manifest oursel vesto the children of our Fether which
isin heaven, the God of al grace.

V. Perfect asto Conscience.

"...inwhich (time) were offered both giftsand sacrifices,
that could not make him that did the service perfect, as
pertaining to the conscience" (Hebrews9:9).

Theblood of bullsand goats of the Old Testament dis-
pensation sanctified, no doubt, to the purifying of theflesh;
it kept the | sraglitesceremonially pure, "until thetime of
reformation,” or to give abetter rendering, until thetime
of setting thingsright again, viz., until Christ came, our
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great Sacrificeand High Priest. But these sacrificescould
never put away sin, and consequently their conscience
must ever and anon havebeentroubled. Their conscience
would beright for atime, but speedily it would get wrong
again, inasmuch asthe sacrifices had to be continually
repeated. But now, in strong contrast, we have aperfect
conscience, because we seethe Perfect Sin-purger, our
blessed L ord, who on the Cross put away our sinsfor-
ever, so God hasnot asin now to lay to our charge, and
thus, though conscious of failure, and consciousof sin,
we have aperfect conscience, knowing that hewho was
onceunderneathdl our sins, isnow "set down at theright
hand...of God"

V1. Perfected by the One Offering.

"...by oneoffering he hath perfected for ever them that
aresanctified" (Hebrews10:14).

It behoovesusto seeclearly that the one offering, theone
sacrificeof Christ onthe Cross, not only justified believ-
ersforever, that is, madethem righteousin God'ssight,
but perfected, or sanctified them. Sanctificationinthe
Godward sideof itisanact, just asmuch asjustification,
withwhich nothing caninterfere. Weare set apart or sanc-
tifiedin Christ, and so in Him separated from evil. Our
walk and conversation here ought to be in correspon-
dencewiththisposition, andwearehdpedinthis,inliv-
ing aconsistent, upright life, in practical righteousness
before men, and seeking to perfect holiness before God,
by theaid of theindwelling Holy Spirit, who ever applies
theWord to our conscience, and so sanctifiesusor sepa-
ratesusfrom evil through thetruth, "Wherewitha shall a
young man cleanse hisway by taking heed thereto ac-
cordingtothy word.”

V1. Perfectly Furnished for Work.

"All scriptureisgiven by inspiration of God....That the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
goodworks' (11 Timothy 3:16-17).

Itisvery delightful to notice here the doubl e equipment
for thework the believer hasthrough theWord. Theword
"perfect” here meanscompleteinal parts, jointed, asit
were, with special aptitudefor agiven purpose. More-
over heisnot only perfect, complete, but thoroughly” fur-
nished,” i.e., fully equipped, in perfect readiness, so that
thebelieveriscompletely articulated, and equipped fully
for al good works.
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BIBLE

Takenfrom TheHome Instructor Part | - If you'dliketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part9- THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES

QUESTION: Under what seal do theseven angelsre-
celvethe seven trumpets?

ANSWER: "Andwhen hehad opened the seventh sedl,
there was silence in heaven about the space of half an
hour. And | saw the seven angel swhich stood before God,
andtothemweregiven seventrumpets' (Revelation 8:1-
2).

QUESTION: What showsthat prayerswill not ascend
to God during thetime of the seventh seal or blowing of
thetrumpets?

ANSWER: "And another angel came and stood at the
altar, having agolden censer; and therewas given unto
him much incense, that he should offer it withtheprayers
of al saintsupon the golden altar which wasbeforethe
throne. And the smoke of theincense, which camewith
the prayersof the saints, ascended up before God out of
theangd'shand. And theangel took the censer, andfilled
itwithfireof thealtar, and castitinto the earth: and there
werevoices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earth-
quake' (Revelation 8:3-5).
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QUESTION: How does John reveal thisin another
place?

ANSWER: "Andthetemplewasfilled with smokefrom
theglory of God, and from his power; and no manwas
ableto enter into thetemple, till the seven plagues of the
sevenangeswerefulfilled” (Revelation 15:8).

NOTE: Hereinsymboliclanguage God showsthat the
prayersof the saintswill not be heard by God for ape-
riod of time. Therewill beno need for the saintsto pray
asthey will be on the seaof glasswith Jesus. God will
turn adeaf ear to the prayersof thewicked.

QUESTION: Isthererepentancefor thewicked during
thistime?

ANSWER: "And therest of the men which were not
killed by these plaguesyet repented not of the works of
their hands, that they should not worship devils, andidols
of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood:
which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: Neither re-
pented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of
their fornication, nor of their thefts' (Revelation 9:20-21).
"And thefifth angel poured out hisvial upon the seat of
thebeast; and hiskingdomwasfull of darkness; and they
gnawed their tonguesfor pain, And blasphemed the God
of heaven because of their painsand their sores, and re-
pented not of their deeds’ (Revelation 16:10-11.

QUESTION: What will theseven angelsdo?
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ANSWER: "Andtheseven angels, which had theseven
trumpetsprepared themsalvesto sound” (Revelation 8:6).

QUESTION: What isthewrath of God?

ANSWER: "And | saw another signin heaven, great
and marvelous, seven angd shaving the sevenlast plagues,
forinthemisfilled upthewrath of God" (Reveaion 15:1).

QUESTION: What will thesevenangelswiththevids
do?

ANSWER: "And| heard agreat voiceout of thetemple
saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out
theviasof thewrath of God upontheearth” (Revelation
16:1).

QUESTION: Uponwhat will thefirst plague be poured?

ANSWER: "Thefirst angel sounded, andtherefollowed
hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon
theearth: andthethird part of treeswasburnt up, and all
greengrasswashburnt up” (Revelation 8:7).
"Andthefirst went, and poured out hisvia upontheearth;
and therefell anoisome and grievous sore upon themen
which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which
worshipped hisimage” (Revelaion 16:2).

QUESTION: Wherewill the second plague be cast?

ANSWER: "And the second angel sounded, and asit
wereagreat mountain burningwithfirewascastintothe
sea: and thethird part of the seabecameblood; And the
third part of the creatureswhich wereinthe sea, and had
life, died; and thethird part of the shipswere destroyed”
(Revelaion 8:8-9).

" And the second angel poured out hisvial upon the seg;
and it became as the blood of adead man: and every
living soul diedinthesea’ (Revelation 16:3).

QUESTION: Wherewill thethird plague be poured?
ANSWER: "Andthethird angel sounded, and therefell
agreat star from heaven, burning asit werealamp, and it

fell uponthethird part of therivers, and upon thefoun-
tainsof waters; And the nameof thestar iscalled Worm-
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wood: and thethird part of the waters became worm-
wood; and many men died of the waters, becausethey
weremadebitter” (Revelation 8:10-11).

"And thethird angel poured out hisvia upontherivers
and fountains of waters; and they became blood. And |
heard theangel of thewaterssay, Thou art righteous, O
Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou
hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints
and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink;
for they areworthy. And | heard another out of the altar
say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, trueand righteousare
thy judgments'’ (Revelation 16:4-7).

QUESTION: What will happen to the sun moon, and
starsunder thefourth plague?

ANSWER: "Andthefourthangel sounded, andthethird
part of thesunwassmitten, and thethird part of themaoon,
and thethird part of the stars; so asthethird part of them
wasdarkened, and the day shonenot for athird part of it,
andthenight likewise' (Revelation 8:12).

QUESTION: What elsewill happen during thefourth
plague?

ANSWER: "Andthefourth angel poured out hisvia
upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch
men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat,
and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over
theseplagues. and they repented not to give him glory™
(Revelaion 16:8-9).

QUESTION: What arethelast threeplaguescalled?

ANSWER: "And | beheld, and heard an angel flying
through the midst of heaven, saying with aloud voice,
Woe, woe, woe, to theinhabiters of the earth by reason
of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels,
whichareyettosound!” (Revelation 8:13).

NOTE: Inthislessonthefirst four plaguesare outlines,
wherethey will be cast and the detail s of each. We wiill
consider thelast three separately sincethey arecalled
woesand are set apart by thisterm, and sinceeach oneis
awoe by itself we are surethat you the readerswant to
get thefull impact of these plagues.
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How canwe obtain an increase of faith?A very ear-
nest question thisisto many. They say they want to be-
lieve, but cannot. A great deal of nonsenseistalked upon
thissubject. Let usbedtrictly practical inour dealing with
it. Common senseisas much needed inreligion asany-
whereelse. "What am | todoin order to believe?' One
who was asked the best way to do acertain simple act
replied that the best way todoit wastodoit at once. We
wadtetimein discussng methodswhentheactionissmple.
Theshortest way tobelieveistobdieve. If theHoly Spirit
hasmadeyou candid, youwill believeassoon astruthis
set beforeyou. You will believeit becauseitistrue. The
gospd commandisclear; "BelieveintheLord JesusChrig,
and thou shalt besaved." Itisidleto evadethisby ques-
tionsand quibbles, Theorder isplain; let it be obeyed.

But «till, if you haveadifficulty, takeit before Godin
prayer. Tell the heavenly Father exactly what it isthat
puzzlesyou, and beg Him by HisHoly Spirit to solvethe
question. If | cannot believeinastatementinabook, | am
gladtoinquire of the author what he meansby it; Much
morewill thedivineexplanation of thehard pointsof Scrip-
turesatisfy the heart of thetrue seeker. TheLordiswilling
to makehimsaf known: gotoHim and seeif it benot so.
Repair at onceto your closet, and cry, "O Holy Spirit,
lead meinto thetruth! What | know not, teach Thoume."
Furthermore, if faith seemsdifficult, itispossiblethat God
by the Holy Spirit will enableyouto believeif you hear
very frequently and earnestly that which you are com-
manded to believe. We believe many things becausewe
have heard them so often. Do you not find it soin com-
mon life, that if you hear athing fifty timesaday, at last
you cometo believeit? Somemen have cometo believe
very unlikely statements by thisprocess: and thereforel
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do not wonder that the good Spirit often blesses the
method of often hearing thetruth, and usesit towork faith
concerning that whichisto believed. Itiswritten"Faith
cometh by hearing," therefore hear often. If | earnestly
and attentively hear the gospel, one of thesedays| shall
findmysdlf believingthat which | hear, through theblessed
operation of the Spirit of God upon my mind. Only mind
you hear the gospel, and do not distract your mind with
either hearing or reading that which isdesigned to stagger
you.

If that, however, should seem poor advice, | would
add next, consider thetestimony of others. The Samari-
tansbelieved because of what thewoman told them con-
cerning Jesus. Many of our beliefsarise out of thetesti-
mony of others. | believethat thereissuch acountry as
Japan: | never saw it, and yet | believethat thereissucha
place because others have been there. | believe that |
shal die: | have never died, but agreat many have done
sowhom | onceknew, and thereforel haveaconviction
that | shall diead so: thetestimony of many convincesme
of that fact. Listen, then, to thosewho tell you how they
were saved, how they were pardoned, how they were
changedin character. If you will look into thematter you
will find that somebody just likeyourself hasbeen saved.
If you havebeen athief, youwill find that athief rejoiced
towash away hissininthefountain of Christ'sblood. If
unhappily you have been unchaste, youwill find that men
andwomenwho havefdlenintha way havebeen cleansed
and changed. If you arein despair, you have only to get
among God'speopleandinquirealittle, and youwill dis-
cover that someof the saintshave been equaly in despair
with yourself and they will be pleasuredto tell you how
the Lord delivered them. Asyou listen to one after an-
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other of thosewho havetried theWord of God, and proved
it, thedivine Spirit will lead you to believe. Have you not
heard of theAfrican who wastold by the missionary that
water sometimes became so hard that aman could walk
onit?Hedeclared that he believed agreat many things
themissionary had told him, but he never would believe
that. When he cameto England, it cameto passthat one
frosty day he saw theriver frozen, but hewould not ven-
tureonit. Heknew that it wasadeep river, and hefelt
certain that hewould hedrowned if heventured uponit.
He could not beinduced towalk thefrozen water till his
friend and many otherswent uponit: then hewas per-
suaded, and trusted himsdlf where othershad safely ven-
tured. So, mayhap, whileyou see othersbelieveinthe
Lamb of God, and noticetheir joy and peace, you will
yourself begently led to believe. The experienceof oth-
ersisoneof God'swaysof helping ustofaith. Beit how
it may, you haveeither tobelievein Jesusor die; thereis
no hopefor you but in Him.

A better plandtill isthis- notethe authority uponwhich
you arecommanded to believe, and thiswill greatly help
youtofaith. Theauthority isnot mine, or you might well
rejectit. Itisnot the Pope'sor you might question it. But
you are commanded to believe upon the authority of God
Himself. He bidsyou believe in Jesus Christ, and you
must not refuse to obey your Maker. Theforeman of a
certain worksin the North had often heard the gospel,
but hewastroubled with thefear that he might not come
to Chrigt. Thefactory owner oneday sent acard around
to the works - "Come to my house immediately after
work." Theforeman appeared at the owner'sdoor, and
the owner came out and said somewhat roughly, "What
doyou want, John, troubling me at thishour?Work is
done, what right haveyou here? "Sir, said he, "I had a
card fromyou saying that | wasto comeafter work." "Do
you mean to say that merely becauseyou had acard from
meyou areto comeup to my houseand call meout after
businesshours?"Well, sir,” replied theforeman, "I do not
understand you, but it seemsto methat, asyou sent for
me, | had aright to come.” "Comein, John," said histhe
owner, "l have another message that | want to read to
you," and he sat down and read these words; "come
unto me, al yethat labor and are heavy laden, and | will
giveyourest." "Doyou think after such amessagefrom
Chrigt that you can bewrongincomingto him?* The poor
man saw it al at once, and believed in the Lord Jesus
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unto eternal life, because he perceived that he had good
warrant and authority for believing. So haveyou, poor
soul! You have good authority for coming to Christ, for
theLord himself bidsyoutrust Him.

If that doesnot breed faithinyou, think overwhat it is
that you need to believe, - that the Lord Jesus Christ suf-
feredintheroom and placeinstead of sinners, andisable
tosaveall who trust Him. Why, thisisthe most blessed
fact that ever men weretoldto believe; themost suitable,
and themost ever comforting, themost divinetruth that
wasever set beforemortal minds. | adviseyouto think
much uponit, and search to thegraceand lovewhichit
contains. Study for our Evangelist, study Paul'sepistles,
and then seeif themessageisnot such acredibleonethat
you areforcedto believeit. If that doesnot do, then think
upon the person of Jesus Christ - think of who Heis, and
what Hedid, andwhere Heis, and what Heis. How can
you doubt Him?Itiscruelty to distrust the ever truthful
Jesus. He has done nothing to deserve distrust; on the
contrary, it should be easy to rely upon Him. Why crucify
Himanew by unbdief?1snot thiscrowning Himwiththorns
again, and spitting upon Himagain? What! IsHenot to
betrusted? What worseinsult did the soldiers put upon
Him than this? They made Him amartyr, but you make
Himaliar - thisisworse by far. Do not ask how can |
believe?But answer another question- How canyou dis-
believe?

If none of thesethingsavail, then thereissomething
wrong about you altogether and my last wordis, submit
yourself to God! Prejudice or prideisat the bottom of
thisunbelief. May the Spirit of God take away your en-
mity and makeyouyield. You arearebel, aproud rebe,
and that iswhy you do not believe your God. Give up
your rebellion; throw down your weapons, yield at dis-
cretion, surrender to your King. | believethat never dida
soul throw up itshandsin self-despair, and cry, "Lord, |
yield," but what faith became easy to it beforelong. Itis
becauseyou will haveaquarrel with God, and resolveto
haveyour ownwill and your ownway, thet thereforeyou
cannot believe. "How canyoubelieve," said Chrigt, "That
have honor one of another?' Proud self created unbelief.
Submit, O man. Yield to your God, and then shall you
swetly believein your Saviour. May theHoly Ghost now
work secretly but effectually with you, and bring you at
thisvery moment to believeinthe Lord Jesus! Amen.
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Let all your Sistersknow you were thinking of them
this week by making these frienship starter kits to
pass out at church on Sabbath.

AMISH FRIENDSHIP BREAD STARTER
Ingredients:

1 (.25 ounce) package active dry yeast

Y4 cup warm water

3 cups all-purpose flour, divided

3 cups white sugar, divided

3 cups milk

Directions:

Sep 1

In a small bowl, dissolve yeast in water. Let stand
10 minutes. In a 2 quart glass, plastic or ceramic
container, combine 1 cup flour and 1 cup sugar. Mix
thoroughly or flour will lump when milk is added.
Slowly stir in 1 cup milk and dissolved yeast mix-
ture. Cover loosely and let stand until bubbly. Con-
sider this day 1 of the 10 day cycle. Leave loosely
covered at room temperature.

Sep 2

On days 2 through 4; stir starter with a spoon. Day
5; stir in 1 cup flour, 1 cup sugar and 1 cup milk.
Days 6 through 9; stir only.

Sep 3

Day 10; stir in 1 cup flour, 1 cup sugar and 1 cup
milk. Remove 1 cup to make your first bread, give 2
cups to friends along with this recipe, and your fa-
vorite Amish Bread recipe. Store the remaining 1
cup starter in a container in therefrigerator, or be-
gin the 10 day process over again (beginning with
step 2).
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Amish Friendship Bread
Ingredients:

1 cup Amish Friendship Bread Sarter (to the left)
2/3 cup vegetable ail

3 eggs

2 cups all-purpose flour

1 cup white sugar

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

Y teaspoon salt

Y5 teaspoon baking soda

1 Ya teaspoons baking powder

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Directions:

Sepl

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
Grease 2 (9x5 inch) loaf pans.

Sep 2

In a large bowl, combine the Amish bread starter
with oil, eggs, 2 cupsflour, 1 cup sugar, 1 teaspoon
ground cinnamon, 1/2 teaspoon salt, 1/2 teaspoon
baking soda, 1 1/4 teaspoons baking powder, and 1
teaspoon vanilla. Mix well. Pour into prepared |oaf
pans.

Sep 3
Bake in preheated oven for 50 to 60 minutes.
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Below - Banana Nut Friendship Bread - When mak-
ing the basic recipe, reduce oil to /3 cup. Omit cin-
namon.

Increase vanilla extract to 1 1/2 teaspoons.

Add 3largeveryripebananas, mashed (bananaskins
should be almost black) and 1/2 cup chopped nuts.

Below - Lemon Amish Friendship Bread
Substitute Lemon Extract for the vanilla flavoring.
To the basic recipe add 1 box of lemon pudding and
an additional 1/2 cup milk. Omit the cinnamon and
nuts, and add 1/4 cup of poppy seeds.

For extra flavor, add 2 cups shredded coconut

Thank you Sister Ludina Mills from Ohio for sub-
mitting this idea to be shared.

"This is my commandment, That ye love one an-
other, as| haveloved you. Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends' (John 15:12-13).
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Above - Amish Friendship Apple Bread - To the ba-
sic recipe add one cup of raisins and one ripe, me-
dium diced apple.

Below - Amish Orange-Cranberry Friendship Bread
- When making the basic recipe, substitute orange
juice for milk. Before baking, stir in 1 tablespoon
grated orange zest (colored portion of peel) and 1
cup dried cranberries.

Remember your Pastor and take him a Fall treat of
Pumpkin Spice Amish Friendship Bread - When
making the basic recipe, reduce oil to 1/3 cup. Re-
duce cinnamon to 1 teaspoon. Use brown sugar in-
stead of white sugar.

Add 1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice.

Before baking, stir in 1 cup canned pumpkin.

If you have a kosher receipe to contribute to The
Food Corner email to christylgiggles@aol.com
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In Matthew chapter 24 weread of asituationinwhich
Jesus disciplesasked Him questionsabout Hisreturnand
the end of theworld. Hereplied to them in verses 5-8:
“For many shall comein my name, saying, | am Christ;
and shall deceive many. And ye shall hear of warsand
rumoursof wars: seethat ye benot troubled: for al these
things must cometo pass, but theend isnot yet. For na-
tion shall riseagainst nation, and kingdom against king-
dom: and thereshdl befamines, and pestilences, and earth-
quakes, indiversplaces. All these are the beginning of
Sorrows.”

One of the conditions that Jesus mentioned as
being “the beginning of sorrows” isthat of pestilences.
Thisword, inthe Greek, is“loimos’ and it refersto a
plagueor disease. I nterestingly, we have been hearing a
lot recently about theH1IN1 virus, or “SwineHu’ asitis
called, and the Covis-19 epidemic. Could theseworld-
wide epidemic be a part of the pestilences that Jesus
warned Hisdisciplesabout?In any event, | believethat
the SwineFlu and Covid-19 are partly meant asawake-
up call totheworld.

Historicaly, the Lord has used plaguesand pesti-
lencesin at |east atwo-fold way: to punish peoplefor
their sins, and to show forth Hisglory to theworld. For
Instance, when afamine hit theland of Canaan, Abram
took Saral hiswifeand went into Egypt. There Pharaoh,
not knowing that Sarai wasAbram’swife, wanted to take
her for hiswife. In Genesis 12:17 we read, “And the
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L ORD plagued Pharaoh and hishousewith great plagues
because of Sarai Abram’swife.”

To another Pharaoh (and hispeople) years|ater,
theLord sent plaguesupon Egypt to show them Hismight.
Regarding this series of events, Exodus 7:5informsus,
“Andthe Egyptiansshdl know that | anthe LORD, when
| stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the
childrenof Israel fromamong them.” TheLord then sent
ten great judgmentsupon theland of Egypt. Thesewere:
thewatersturned to blood; the multitudes of frogs; the
infestation of lice; the swarmsof flies; the murrain (pesti-
lence) uponthelivestock; theaffliction of bails; the hail;
thelocusts; thethick darkness; and the desth of thefirst-
born (chapters 7:17-12:30).

A distinction needsto be made between aplague
andapedtilence. A plaguecaninvolvemany different types
of afflictionsupon man and beast, including illnesses. A
pestilence, however, appearstoinvolveonly illnessesupon
them. The Lord usesboth types of afflictionsto render
Hisjudgmentsupon asinful world.

Wewill now reflect upon someother instances, given
in the Bible, in which the Lord used plagues or pesti-
lencesas punishments.

After the children of Israel had come out of the
land of Egypt, Moses went up into Mount Sinai to re-
ceivethe Ten Commandmentsfrom God. Whilehewas
gone, Aaron made agolden calf for the people. In His
intended judgment upon the people, the Lord would have
completely destroyed them, and made agreat nation of
Moses. However, after Moses' intercessionfor thelsra-
elites, wereaed, “ Andthe LORD repented of theevil which
hethought to do unto hispeople”’ (Exodus 32:14). Nev-
ertheless, God till inflicted apartial judgment upon the
evildoersaswereadinverse 35: “ Andthe LORD plagued
the people, because they made the calf, which Aaron
mede.”

Inwarning thechildren of Isradl of what Hewould
dotothemif they continued in future disobedience, the
Lord solemnly declared to them in L eviticus 26: 21-25:
“Andif yewalk contrary unto me, and will not hearken
unto me; | will bring seven timesmore plagues upon you
accordingtoyour sins. | will also send wild beastsamong
you, which shall rob you of your children, and destroy
your cattle, and make you few in number; and your high
waysshall bedesolate. Andif yewill not bereformed by
me by thesethings, but will walk contrary unto me; Then
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will | dsowalk contrary untoyou, andwill punishyou yet
seventimesfor your sins. And | will bringasword upon
you, that shall avengethe quarrel of my covenant: and
when ye are gathered together within your cities, | will
send the pestilenceamong you; and yeshall beddlivered
into thehand of theenemy.”

Whilewandering inthewilderness, the children of
Isradl murmured againgt the L ord becausethey had manna
to eat, but not the foods they had eaten in the land of
Egypt. Because of this, the Lord commanded Moses:
“ And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yoursavesagaingt
to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh: for yehavewept inthe
earsof theLORD, saying, Who shdl giveusfleshto eat?
for itwaswell with usin Egypt: thereforethe LORD will
giveyouflesh, and yeshall eat. Ye shall not eat oneday,
nor two days, nor fivedays, neither ten days, nor twenty
days; But even awhole month, until it come out at your
nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you: becausethat ye
have despised the LORD whichisamong you, and have
wept before him, saying, Why came we forth out of
Egypt?...Andwhilethefleshwasyet betweentheir teeth,
ereit waschewed, thewrath of the LORD waskindled
againgt the people, and the LORD smotethe peoplewith
avery great plague’ (Numbers 11:18-20,33).

Not long thereafter, The Lord told M osesto send
twelve spiesto search out theland of Canaan. Whenthey
came back to make areport about what they had seen,
ten of the spiesgavean evil report of theland, thusdis-
couraging the people. Only Caleb and Joshua brought
back agood and encouraging report of theland. Relating
to thoseten men which brought back the evil report, we
read, “ And the men, which Moses sent to search theland,
who returned, and made all the congregation to murmur
againgt him, by bringing up adander upontheland, Even
those men that did bring up theevil report upon theland,
died by the plague before the LORD” (Numbers
14:36,37).

Sometimelater, in Numbers 16, wefind still an-
other disturbing situation among God's peoplein thewil-
derness. Thistime we read about arebellion that was
staged against Moses, Aaron, and, of course, the Lord.
K orah wasthe apparent ringleader of therebellion and
was accompanied by others, including 250 “ princes of
theassembly”. The L ord punished theserebelsby allow-
ing the earth to swallow them up, or by sending afireto
consumethem.
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Thenext day, surprisingly, the peopleblamed God's
twoleadersfor theincident. Wefindinverse41, “Buton
themorrow all the congregation of the children of Isragl
murmured against Mosesand against Aaron, saying, Ye
havekilled the people of theLORD.” Inresponsetothis
weareinformed: “And Mosessaid untoAaron, Takea
censer, and put firetherein from off thealtar, and put on
incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make
an atonement for them: for thereiswrath gone out from
theLORD; the plagueisbegun. AndAarontook asMoses
commanded, and ran into themidst of the congregation,;
and, behold, the plague was begun among the people:
and he put on incense, and made an atonement for the
people. And he stood between the dead and theliving;
and the plague was stayed. Now they that died in the
plague were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, be-
sidethem that died about the matter of Korah” (vss. 46-
49).

Intill another episode of iniquity and punishment,
theBiblerecords. “ And Israel abodein Shittim, and the
people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of
Moab. And they called the peopl e unto the sacrifices of
their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to
their gods. And Isradl joined himself unto Baal peor: and
theanger of the LORD waskindled against Israel. And
the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the
peopl e, and hang them up beforethe LORD against the
sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned
away from Israel. And Moses said unto the judges of
Israel, Slay ye every one hismen that werejoined unto
Baalpeor. And, behold, oneof thechildren of Israel came
and brought unto hisbrethren aMidianitishwomaninthe
sight of Moses, and inthesight of al the congregation of
thechildren of Isragl, who were weeping beforethe door
of thetabernacl e of the congregation. And when Phinehas,
the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaronthe priest, saw it, he
rose up from among the congregation, and took ajavelin
inhishand; And hewent after theman of Isragl into the
tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Isradl,
and thewomanthrough her belly. Sothe plaguewasstayed
fromthechildren of Isragl” (Numbers 25:1-8). Verse 9
informs us that 24,000 people died from this plague.
(Please seealso Psalm 106:28-31).

When the ark of the Lord was captured by the Philis-
tines, it wasbrought “into the house of Dagon”. | Samuel
5:6 records, “ But the hand of the LORD washeavy upon
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them of Ashdod, and hedestroyed them, and smotethem
with emerods (“tumors’, NASB), even Ashdod and the
coaststhereof.” Thismay have been acase of bubonic
plaguethat the L ord sent among the Philistines. L ater, the
ark was sent to the cities of Gath and Ekron where a
similar judgment wasgivento theinhabitants (seevss. 8-
12).

King David sinned agreat sin by numbering the chil-
dren of Israel. The Lord apparently “...moved David
against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah” (11
Samud 24:1), by alowing Satan to bethe onewho* stood
up against Israel, and provoked David to number Isragl”
(I Chronicles21:1). After Joab, who wasthe censustaker,
had given hisreport to the king, David recognized his
iniquity. The L ord then gave him achoice of oneof three
punishments. David decidedto“...fal now into thehand
of theLORD”... Wereadin |l Samuel 24:15, “Sothe
L ORD sent apestilence upon Israel from the morning
evento thetime appointed: and theredied of the people
from Dan even to Beershebaseventy thousand men.”

TheLord’suse of plagues and pestilences, asjudg-
mentsupon sinners, will continueinto thefuture. Weread
inZechariah 14:12,15, concerning the battle of Arma-
geddon, “And this shall be the plague wherewith the
LORD will smiteall the peoplethat have fought against
Jerusdlem; Ther flesh shdl consumeaway whilethey sand
uponther feet, and their eyesshall consumeaway intheir
holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their
mouth...And so shall bethe plague of the horse, of the
mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts
that shall beinthesetents, asthisplague.”

Thetwo witnesses of Revelation 11, who stand “ be-
forethe God of theearth”, will begiven supernatura pow-
ersduring thetime of God'sgreat wrath whichwill be
poured out upon Hisenemies. The Scripturesproclaim,
“These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not inthe
daysof their prophecy: and have power over watersto
turnthemto blood, andto smitetheearthwith al plagues,
asoftenasthey will” (vs. 6).

And speaking of God’sgreat wrath--“the seven last
plagues’ --which isdescribed in Revel ation chapters 8-
11 and 16, wefind that it (God'swrath) will be* poured
out without mixture” upon the earth for thosewho *“ wor-
ship thebeast and hisimage, andreceivehismark...” (see
chapter 14, verses9 and 10.) These plagueswill involve:
a“grievoussore”; the seabecoming “astheblood of a
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dead man”; theriversand fountains becoming “ blood”;
men being “ scorched with greet heat” ; thoseinthebeast’s
kingdom gnawing “their tonguesfor pain”; theworld be-
ing gathered “together into aplace called inthe Hebrew
tongueArmageddon”; and* agresat earthquake” and“ great
hail out of heaven”.

The Lord assures His people, concerning thistime,
however, that “ Surely heshall deliver theefromthe snare
of thefowler, and from the noisomepestilence... Thou shalt
not beafraid for theterror by night; nor for thearrow that
flieth by day; Nor for the pestilencethat walkethin dark-
ness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at
noonday...Thereshal noevil befall thee, neither shall any
plaguecomenighthy dweling” (Psalm 91:3,5-6,10).

We must still look to the Lord as our Protector and
Healer today. When a* great multitude” followed Jesus
and“cameunto him”, wearetold, “ And he spaketo his
disciples, that asmall ship should wait on him because of
themultitude, lest they should throng him. For hehad hedled
many; insomuch that they pressed upon himfor totouch
him, asmany ashad plagues’ (Mark 3:9,10).

Inconclusion, let usremember two very solemnwarn-
ingsthat areissued inthebook of Revelation. Thefirst
oneconcernsthosewho continueto clingtotheevil prac-
ticesof Babylon. Thiswarning proclaims, “And | heard
another voicefrom heaven, saying, Comeout of her, my
people, that ye be not partakersof her sins, and that ye
receivenot of her plagues’ (Revelation 18:4).

The second warning concernsthose who woul d tamper
with the Word of God. It declares. “For | testify unto
every man that heareth thewords of the prophecy of this
book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plaguesthat are written in this book:
And if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away hispart out
of thebook of life, and out of the holy city, and fromthe
things which are written in this book” (Revelation
22:18,19).

Plagues and pestilences have historically been used
by the Lord asawake-up call to thosewho lived unre-
pentant lives. That purposeisstill seentoday and will be
inthefutureaswell. However, when peoplelook to the
Lord infaith, He becomestheir Protector, Healer, and
Supporter through every circumstance, including timesof
plaguesand pestilences. Thefina resultisthat theLord's
great glory will beknownintheearth.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

ScriptureReading: Matthew 3:13-17.
Golden Text: Matthew 3:13.

" Then cometh Jesusfrom Galileeto Jordan unto
John, tobebaptized of him."

We continue the study of John the Baptist and
of Jesus being baptized.

1. Wheredid Jesus go to be baptized, and who wasto
baptize him?Matthew 3:13.

2. Why didn't John want to baptize Jesus? M atthew 3:14.
3. What answer did Jesusgive him? Matthew 3:15.

4. Was Jesus baptized by being put under the water?
Matthew 3:16 (first part).

5. What happened when he came out of the water?
Matthew 3:16 (last part).

6. What did the voicefrom heaven say? Matthew 3:17.

ScriptureReading: Matthew 4:1-11.
Golden Text: Matthew 4:7.

"Jesus said unto him, It iswritten again, Thou
shalt not tempt theLord thy God."
1. Why did Jesusgo into thewilderness? Matthew 4:1.
2. How long had Jesus been fasting? M atthew 4:2.

3. Who cameto Him, and what did he ask Jesusto do?
Matthew 4:3.
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4. How did Jesus answer Satan? M atthew 4:4.

5. Wheredid the devil take Jesus, and what did he ask
Him to do now? Did Satan also know the Scriptures?
Matthew 4:5-6.

6. How did Jesusanswer Satan thistime? Meatthew 4:7.

7. Wheredid thedevil take Jesusafter this?What did he
offer Jesus? Matthew 4:8-9.

8. Read Matthew 4:10, and then give Jesus answer to
Satan.

9. Did Satan leave Jesusaoneafter Jesusrefusedto give
intohim?Matthew 4:11.

ScriptureReading: Matthew 5:1-20.

Golden Text: Matthew 5:14.

"Yearethelight of theworld. A city that isset on an
hill cannot behid."

1. Jesuswent up into amountain to teach Hisdisciples.
Verses 3-11 of Matthew 5 contain what we call the Be-
atitudes. Read these verses and see if each onein the
classcannameat least one. Try to memorizethesewithin
the next few weeks.

2. What did Jesus say His discipleswerein Matthew
5:13?

3. Werethey to bethelight of theworld? Matthew 5:14.
Should we bethe sametoday? Name somewayswe can
let our light shineintheworld.

4. What will happenif wehide our light? What will hap-
penif weput it on acandlestick? Matthew 5:15.

5. What did Jesustell Hisdisciples, aswell asustoday,
todoinMatthew 5:16?
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

6. What did Jesus say about the law (Ten Command-
ments) in Matthew 5:17?

7. Should anyonetake any words away from the com-
mandments? Matthew 5:18.

Jot and tittlemeans smallest possible amount.
8. What will happen to those who break the command-

ments? What will happen to those who keep the com-
mandments? Matthew 5:19-20.

ScriptureReading: Matthew 6:5-15.
Golden Text: Matthew 6:14.

"For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will alsoforgiveyou."

1. What should we not dowhenwe pray? Matthew 6:5.
2. How should we pray and where? Matthew 6:6.
3. What does M atthew 6:7 tell usnot to do?

4. Doesour heavenly Father know what thingswe need
before we ask? Matthew 6:8.

5. After what manner should we pray? Matthew 6:9-13.
How many can say the Lord'sprayer from memory?

Thisprayer isamodel and agood onefor little
children to learn. We al so need to remember that God
wantsusto ask Himfor thethingswewant and need, and
todepend on Him.

6. If weforgive mentheir trespasses, what will our heav-
enly Father do for us? Matthew 6:14.

7. What will happenif wedo not forgive mentheir tres-
passes? Matthew 6:15.
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TheLord's prayer was part of Jesus Sermon
ontheMount. Thissermoniscontinued throughtherest
of Matthew, chapters 6 and 7. Read these chaptersto
enjoy Jesus wordsthat He spoketo man that day.

Answersto Character Builderson page 23:
1. Gratitude

2. Temperance

3. Compassion Judges Puzze
4. Patience 1. Abdon
5. Kindness 2. Deborah
6.Ambition 3. Ehud
7. Unsdfishness 4. Elon

8. Friendly 5. Gideon
9. Charity 6 Ibza_m
10. Faith 7. Jair
11. Loyalty 8. Jephthah
12. Joy 9. Othniel
13. Honesty 10. Samson
14. Modest 11. Samuel
15. Purity 12. Shamgar
16. Content 13. Tola

JudgesPuzzle
For 400 yearsthe | sraglite peoplewereruled by judges.
Count thenumber of | ettersin each nameandfit thejudges
namesinto thepuzzle. Usethelist provided above.
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The Children's Page

Story

Ricky waslooking for adifferent target. That morn-
ing, he had cut a small fork from one of the trees and
made himself aslingshot. He had shot at bottles, cans,
and varioustargets, but now he was|ooking for some-
thing that was new and challenging to test hisskill. His
eyesbegan to twinklewhen henoticed hismother'sorna
ment in theflower bed. M other had madeit last winter in
ceramics class and was proud of it. It was alittle girl,
holding awatering pot, asif shewerewatering theflow-
ers. Ricky did not want to break it, but hethought it would
befunto put arock between the girl'swatering pot and
her sun bonnet.

Choosing agood-sizedrock, Ricky putitintheding-
shot, took careful aim, pulled back on the e astic bands,
and let therock fly. It sailed inchesaway from thewater-
ing pot. Ricky chuckled. He was getting to be quite a
shot.

He picked up another rock, fitted it into hisdingshot,
and sent it whizzing through theair. Ping! It hit thelittle
figuresquarely inthe head. The pottery cracked; thehead
fell off in pieces. What wasRicky to do now?

Quickly, helooked around to seeif anyone had wit-
nessed histelling shot. No onewasin sight. Stuffing his
dingshot into hispocket, he picked up the broken pieces
andtherest of thefigurethat wastill standing and hurried
out through the orchard. Asfast ashecould, Ricky pulled
back some of the brush, threw the broken piecesto the
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bottom of theditch, covered it all with dead leavesand
brush. The evidence of what he had donewasburied. He
hoped his mother would think someone had stolen the
figure

Hewaspuitting onthelast dead branch when heheard
adlight noise and looked up to see his sister standing
nearby. "Did you seeanything?' Ricky asked quickly.

Minnienodded her head. "l saw it all."

"You--youwill not tell, will you?' Ricky asked hope-
fully.

"Well," Minniedrawled, "Maybel will nottell. That
dependsonyou.”

Ricky walked slowly toward the house. What had
Minniemeant?Hedid not want M other to know what he
had done, even if he had not meant to break her orna-
ment. Hewould probably get punished. But it would not
belikeMinniencttotell.

Later Ricky heard Mother calling, "Minnie, godown
to the garden and get someradishesfor dinner.”

"Ask Ricky, Mother," Minnieanswered. "Hewill be
gladtogo.”

"NO, I will not," Ricky told herinalow voice. "l got
radishesyesterday.”

Minnie snickered. "Remember what | saw, Ricky?

"O.K., I will go," Ricky agreed wearily. Sothiswas
to bethe price shewould chargefor not telling!

Shortly after Ricky returned fromthegarden, heheard
Mother caling again, "Minnie, run downto thehenhouse
and get someeggs.”

"Yougo, Ricky," Minniesaid.

"l will not," Ricky answered. "Itisnot my turn.”

Minnie smiled like she was pleased with herself.
"Ricky," shereminded him, "If you do not-"

Reluctantly, hewent for the eggs. For the next few
days, Minnieenjoyed the power shehad over her brother.
Hedid not only hiswork, but hers, too, with the constant
threat of her telling hanging over hishead.

That was not the worst of it. Mother had been so
busy she had not missed the broken ornament, but he
knew hewas doing wrong by trying to cover upwhat he
had done. Hisheart felt heavy deep inside. Helost his
appetite, and he had trouble deeping at night. He had not
really lied to hismother; however, he had tried to cover
up what he had done. He knew God was not pleased
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Games and Puzzles

withhim. Heremembered aBibleversehehadlearnedin
Sabbath schoal: "Hethat covereth hissinsshall not pros-
per." Hekept thinking about the verse all day. He knew
that the brush he had put on the broken pottery did not
redlly cover hissin.

L ater in the afternoon Ricky went to hisroom. He
took hisBible and turned to Proverbs 28:13 and read,
"Hethat covereth hissinsshall not prosper.” He knew
that already. Hisheart was getting heavier and heavier.
Heread the verse, "but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall havemercy.”

What would happen if he confessed to hismother?
Maybeshewould givehimthewhipping of hislife, but he
could not goonlikethis. Minniewould demand moreand
morepay for not telling, and hisguilty consciencewould
get worse and worse.

Sowly, Ricky waked downtothediningroomwhere
Mother was sitting by the window, darning socks. He
climbed upinto her [ap, put hisarmsaround her neck and
begantocry.

Mother put aside her mending and asked, "What is
thematter Ricky? | know something had beenwrong with
you for severa days. Do youwant totell meabout it?"

Slowly, Ricky confessed all about the dingshot and
the broken pottery. Mother put her armsaround him and
patted him and kissed him. "You did wrong, Ricky," she
said, "But | am glad you came to me and told me the
truth. I will forgiveyou, but you had better not play with
thedingshot for awhile. "Ricky took hisdingshot fromhis
pocket and gaveit to hismother. Hefelt so much better
after hehad told her about it, but till therewasaquestion
in hismind. "Mother," he asked. " do you think Jesus
wouldforgivemetoo?"

"Ohfor sure, Ricky. The Bible says, If we confess
our sns, heisfathful andjust toforgiveusour sins, andto
cleanse usfromall unrighteousness. | forgaveyou and
Jesusismorewillingtoforgivethan| was, if youwill con-
fesstoHim."

Together they bowed their heads, and Ricky con-
fessed hissinto God. When heleft the dining room, he
wasfedling very happy.

L ater, when M other went to get supper, Ricky heard
her calling, "Minnie, comeand pedl the potatoesfor me."

"You go, Ricky," Minniecommanded, "l want to go
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"l will not go," Ricky told her. "Itisyour turn.”

"If youdonot go, | will tell,” Minniethreatened. With
asighof relief, Ricky said, "I haveadready told." He put
his hands in his pockets and started toward the barn,
whistling ashewent.

CHARACTERBUILDERS
The scrambled words below are character builders or
quditiesthat weshould dl try to have. Seehow many you
cansolve.

1. Teguairtd

2. Petnecamer
3. Somaspcion
4. Tenapiec

5. Dsaiknns

6. Thoabmii

7. Felhesshassiur
8.Ydnlerif

9. layhterc

10. Tahif

11. Ylolyta

12. Oyj

13. Syohetn
14. Smdtoe
15. Reyupti

16. Tnonetc

Color and give
to your mom
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