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wept.

By David Royer

TheBiblerecordsthreetimeswhen Jesuscried. We
assumethesewerenot theonly timesHewept throughout
Hislife, but thesethree eventstouched Jesus sheart and
occurred during Hispubliclife. Let’slook a thesgnificance
and meaning of theseoccasions.

THEDEATH OF LAZARUS

Thisevent isthemost known asit isa so associated
with the shortest versein the Bible: John 11:35, “ Jesus

wept.”

Lazarusof Bethany was Marthaand Mary’sbrother,
anddl livedin Bethany, onthe eastern dope of theMount
of Olives, about two milesfrom Jerusalem. Jesuswasa
closefriend of thisBethany family and visited them severd
times. (Luke 10:38-39; John 12:1-2) Hislovefor al three
was well known (John 11:3-5, 36); Jesusalso called
Lazarus®our friend” (John 11:11), indicating additional
friendshipwith thetwelvedisciples.

Martha sent amessageto Jesusthat Lazaruswasill
and asked for Him to come. Jesus does not go
immediately but knowsthat L azarushasdied. (John 11:
14). ArrivinginBethany (four daysafter Lazarus sdesath)
and after speaking with the grieving sisters, Jesus is
overtaken by emotions. “Thenwhen Mary was come
where Jesuswas, and saw him, shefell down at hisfeet,
sayingunto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother
had not died. When Jesustherefore saw her weeping,
and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he
groanedinthespirit, and wastroubled, And said, Where
haveyelaid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and
see. Jesus wept. “ (John 11: 32-35). Jesus wept for
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Lazarus, showing usHishumanity.

Jesusthen went to thetomb, told the peopleto remove
the stone covering it, prayed aloud to His Father, and
ordered Lazarusto comeout. Theresurrection of Lazarus
showsusHisdivine power. ThiswasHis33recorded
miracleand 3" resurrection.

SORROW FOR JERUSALEM

Near the end of Jesus sthree-year ministry and less
than aweek before Hislast Passover, Jesus began what
isoftenreferred to ashistriumphal entry into Jerusalem.
Thefull account of thisstory isfound in Luke 19:29-44.

In summary, Jesus mounted a colt (the foal of
adonkey) found inthevillage of Bethphagelocated next
to the Mount of Olives and traveled the two miles to
Jerusdlem.

Before entering the city, crowds of people begin to
swarm the road and shout praisesto God whilelaying
palm branchesand clothing in theroadway. They knew
who Jesuswas because many werefrom out of town and
witnessed or heard of Hismiracles. Inverse 38, they
shouted: “...Blessed be the King that cometh inthename
of theL ord: peacein heaven, and glory inthe highest.”
They werewelcoming Christ, but for thewrong reason.
Thecrowdwaslookingfor political salvation. They were
looking to Jesusto restoretheliteral kingdom to how it
wasin the days of David and Solomon. With this sad
reality, we next read of Jesus'sreactionin Luke 19:41-
42:“ And when hewas come near, hebeheld thecity, and
wept over it, Saying, If thou hadst known, eventhou, at
leat inthisthy day, thethings which belong unto thy peace!
but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the daysshall
come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast atrench
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about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on
every side, And shall lay thee even with the ground, and
thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee
one stone upon another; because thou knewest not thetime
of thy visitation.”

Jesus seesthe city of Jerusalem, and the sight brings
himtotears. Thisisbecause he seesthe sinsof the past
andfuture, and it breaksHisheart. Heis not accepted as
themessiah by Hisown people. Also, Jesuswept because
Heknew thefuturefor Jerusdem. Prophecy fulfilled forty
yearslater in 70AD whenthe Romansinvaded Jerusalem
and killed morethanamillion Jews.

TEARSOF STRUGGLE

The same day after the Passover, mentioned above
(asoknownas“ThelLast Supper”), Jesusled hisdisciples
to the Garden of Gethsemane, located at the base of the
Mount of Olives, onaslopedirectly acrossthe Kidron
Valley from Jerusalem. It isagarden no larger than a
guarter of an acre and located close to the route to
Bethany. TheBibleaccountisfoundin Matthew 26: 36-
50.

After entering Gethsemane, to await Hisarrest, Jesus
became sorrowful, very heavy, and deeply grieved, even
todeath. Hedso profusdaly sweated and required an angel
to strengthen His resolve. He prayed to God for the
strength to endure what wasto befall Him.

We are told that Jesus prayed three timeswhilein
Gethsemane. However, Matthew doesnot explicitly say
Jesuscried. Weareleft with hearsay evidenceby Paul in
hisletter to the Hebrews: “Who in the daysof hisflesh,
when he had offered up prayers and supplicationswith
strong crying and tearsunto him that was ableto savehim
from death, and washeard inthat hefeared;” (Hebrews

5:7).

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus' humanity
becomes more evident than ever. He did not enter into
the Garden to escape death or to hidefromit. Hewent
thereto preparefor death. That preparation meant making
themost sgnificant decisioninhistory. Wrestling withthe
decision before Him, Jesusbroke down in assumed tears.
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He was about to die. But as Jesus faced His fate, He
prayed to HisFather in heaven. He sought an answer, an
dternative; but ultimately, he sought the Father’swill to
be done.

CONCLUSION

Itiscomforting to know that Jesus understandswhat
ishappening in our lifeand sympathizeswith us. Our
faithisstrengthened to know that Jesus experienced what
we go through today. While on earth, Jesus, the Son of
God, wasamortal human. Heexperienced hunger, fatigue,
learning, love, anger, compassion, happiness, sadness,
distress, temptation, betraya, patience, grief, loneliness,
joy, pain, disappointment, sorrow, agony, frustration,
empathy, forgiveness, and yes, at timescried.

John, the Revelator, tellsus about atimewhen there
will be no sorrow or crying. God’skingdom, the New
Jerusad emiscoming down from Heaven, and Johnwrites:
“And| heard agresat voiceout of heaven saying, Behold,
thetabernacleof God iswithmen, and hewill dwell with
them, and they shall be hispeople, and God himsdlf shall
be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe
away al tearsfromtheir eyes, and there shall beno more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain: for theformer things are passed away.
And hethat sat upon thethronesaid, Behold, | makeall
thingsnew. And he said unto me, Write: for thesewords
aretrueandfaithful.” (Revelation 21: 3-5).

Let'sdo our best to receivethese rewardsand ahome
inHisKingdom.

Matthew 6:33
But.seek ye firstthe kingtem of God, and
his righteousness; andsglithese things

ks shall be added unto you:
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YOU ARE AN EVANGELIST

Didyou ever look about you and seethe Christless
and restless multitudes and wonder how they could be
reached with the gospel of Christ? Thereare multitudes
today who arefaint, scattered abroad and are as sheep
having no shepherd. It waswith compassion that Jesus
beheld such agroup. What isyour attitude? Do you be-
hold these individual sthrough eyes of compassion, or
through eyesdimmed by indifference?

Thereare 326,000,000 million peoplein the United
States. Did not Jesusmakeit plain that theseare our re-
sponsibility? The cry and command of our Master was,
"Go after that whichislost. Go and makedisciplinesof al
nations. Go and compel.” We can do nonethelessand
pleasethe heart of our Blessed Christ.

Every member of the Church of God should bean
evangdlist. Thereare many methodsof evangelism, such
as massevangdism, preaching evangdism, persond evan-
geligm, vistation evangdism, praying evangelism and con-
tributing evangelism. Thereisno greeter planto bringthe
gospel to your neighbor.

Adopting thisplanwill giveyou aclear conscience
that you have doneyour part in spreading thetruth. Do
you know that if you shirk your duty asan evangelist the
blood of your neighbor will berequired from you? For
thisreason thisisastable plan for evangelization. Too
long the church has been near-sighted and haswholly
depended upon the ministersonly. Thisisnot doing the
best work of the Church becauseaminister istoo busy to
reach your neighborswith thetruth. If wedo not takeitto
them therearemany who aresitting in darknesswhowill
never seethelight of thetruth - thelight of Christ, the
Bright and Morning Star, the Day Star andthe True Light
that lighteth every manthat cometh into theworld, by you
Hisevangdig.

Will you beonewhoisinstrumental in showing your
neighbor the Word of God? Perhapsyou can help start a
Sabbath School. Perhapsyou have not sent inyour tithe
and offering to the headquartersfor world evangelism?
Perhapsyou could request acopy of "TheAdvocate of
Truth" mailed out to afriend?Or perhgpsyou could leave
acopy of themagazineat awaiting areaso someone can
pick it uptoread?Will you accept the challengeto bean
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evangdig?

Please pray with usat headquartersthat the Lord of
theharvest will send forth laborersand that you will bea
laborer, and will gointo Hisharvest. The harvest truly is
plenteousbut thelaborersarefew.

IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH

by Betty Whetstone

How can we praise the Creator?
The words that we use are so weak;
He says we have only to obey Him,
And not anyway that we may seek.

He created the white clouds to please us,
Floating by on a sea of pure blue;
And every good thing you can think of
He created especially for you.

Do you lift up your eyesto the Heaven?
When a tiny bird bursts into song
Are you constantly striving to do what is right
By withstanding that which iswrong?

He gives us six days to labor,
And enjoy the things that we do;
The seventh day He usesto worship Him,
In away that isright and true.

Thisday isto set an example,
By resting and worshipping our King;
Many blessing come to those who do this,
By knowing the peace that it brings.

And which day is the true Sabbath?
It isnever on day number one;
The day is used by the pagans,
To honor and worship the sun.

Thefirst six days are for using
When we may work, play and trod;
The seventh must be a true day of rest,
When we honor and worship our God!

PAGE FIVE




DewinDel.ong
February 23, 1981

e Thanks Every D=ay

Thewinter season now holdsusin her grip. Blowing
snow and chilling temperature remind usdaily that we
must brace ourselves against her harshicy fingers; yet,
wehold aglow deep within usthat spring and summer’s
warmembraceawaitsusinthenear future. Weappreciate
the summer much more because we haveto endurethe
harshnessof winter.

Can we bring oursel ves around to saying thank you
winter for your severity? Yet, wewould not enjoy the
spring or summer nearly asmuchif it had not beenfor that
icy srangleholdwefdt earlier.

Our lifeon thisearth is much like the seasons. We
often have hard timesand difficult trid sto go through; but
likethe harshwinter, thesetimespass, and weagainenjoy
thegood thingstheLord hasgiven. Should wesay thank
you for those hard times? Without those hard times, the
good timeswould not have been so good.

Therewasafamily who had all the comforts of home.
They had anice houseand avery comfortableliving, but
they took al thesethingsfor granted. Oneday lightning
struck the pump intheir well and destroyed themotor in
thepump. This, of course, left thefamily without water.
Parts had to be ordered, and the well had to be pulled.
Thisprocesstook severd days. Inthemeantimethefamily
had to carry water from the nearby stream. It took alot
of water torunthehousehold. Bathing, cooking, drinking,
and bathroomstook much more of thewater than anyone
had anticipated, and then camethe washes. After two
daysof hard work, the pump wasfinally fixed, and the
water wasreturnedtonormal. That evening, asthefamily
kneltin prayer, each of thefamily membersthanked God
for their wonderful water.

Would that family havethanked God for their water if
the pump had not gone bad? They would have never
thought about itintheir prayers. How many blessngsdo
we have right now that we take for granted? Does
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catastrophe haveto happen beforewerealizewhat we
haveto bethankful for?

Catastrophe will comeinto our livesin one way or
another. Sometimeswelosealoved one. Sometimeswe
havefinancia problems. Sometimeswelose material
possessions, and sometimeswelosefriends. Theseloses
may bedifficult to handleat thetime, but when they happen
say thank you. Wewill appreciate what we do have so
muchmore.

Our spiritua lives are filled with trials and many
obstacles, but they arewith usto proveusand strengthen
us aswell asto make us appreciate the faith we have.
There was one who suffered much more than we can
possibly imagine, and He spent Hislife so that we may
liveeternally. Haveyou told Jesusthank you recently?
Our tridsarevery smal in comparisontowhat Hedid for
us, but through our trials, we can better appreciate the
sacrificeHemade.

Thechilling winter wind blowsfrost and chillsustothe
bone. Thank you winter wind, you make me appreciate
the summer’swarmth much more.

Werunintoastonewall inour day today lives. Thank
you stonewall for making merealizehow much | have,
and how much | haveto bethankful for.

Our faithistempted and trial sbeat upon usrelentlesdly.
Thank youtrids, you havemademeredizewhat theLord
Jesushasdonefor me. Thank you Lord Jesusfor helping
meto stand against thefiery dartsof Satan, for | know
that after each ondaught | will bealittlestronger for thee.

Thedate for thanksgiving hascomeand gone. Have
you ever heard anyone at that time of year, when asked,
say Thankful for what? That soundsfamiliar doesit not?
Every day of theyear should beaday of thanksgiving,
and we should say thanksespecialy whenit seemsmost
difficult.
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LOOKING unie<

A locomotive engineer, making the trip between
Boston and Bangor, once said that it wastwo or three
yearsafter someof theforestsalong the route had been
cut down before henoticed their absence, sointently had
it become hishabit to gaze straight before him along the
ralls. If children of Godwould get into the habit of looking
sraight beforethem* unto Jesusthe Author and Finisher”
of their faith, they would meet with better successinthe
New Jerusalem. In some cases, awholeforest of achurch
scanda would be cleared away before they had noticed
it, and they would thusbe great gainersby the operation.
Asitis, intoo many instances, peoplearefully occupied
with thisone'sfaultsand that one'sfailings, until they
become almost discouraged and disheartened with the
way, and concludethat “thereisnone that doeth good,
no, not one,” and so they fall behindinfaith and every
good work.

Onthe mount of transfiguration, wherethreedisciples
had fallen ontheir facesat the sight, when thevision had
passed, and “they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no
man, save Jesusonly.” It would bean excellent thing if
many more could only meet with this same experience.
Thetroublewith many isthey seetoo many men—men
who areonly men; menwho haveno Christ inthem.

Itisawell-known fact that that which absorbsone’s
attention hasapowerful influencein molding one'slife.
Every person we comein contact with for any length of
timeexertssomeinfluenceonour lifefor good or ill; some
have moreinfluencethan others. Many arecarried down
to ruin by becominginfatuated with evil-disposed persons
who charm them, asasnakeisto charm abird, until it
getsinwithinitsgrasp by akind of persona magnetism,
or “hypnotism.” “But weall, with open facebeholding
asinaglasstheglory of theL ord, arechanged into
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thesameimagefrom glory to glory, even asby the
Spirit of theLord” (Il Corinthians3:18). If wefix our
gazeon Him, wemay not beableto seeeverythinginthis
world, but wecan* ...see Jesus, whowasmadealittle
lower than the angels for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour; that heby thegrace
of God should tastedeath for every man” (Hebrews
2:9). Hetasted it for youandfor me. Let uslook toHim
andlive,

TWO MEN OF GREAT LOVE
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus

Joseph from the town of Arimathea (identification
uncertain) was a secret disciple of Jesus. Weread in
John 19:38: “ And after thisJoseph of Arimathaea,
being a disciple of Jesus, ...besought Pilatethat he
might takeaway thebody of Jesus: and Pilategave
him leave. Hecamether efor e, and took the body of
Jesus.”

Joseph, like Nicodemus, was a member of the
Sanhedrin (Mark 15:43). Evidently, hewasafraid that if
he came out openly for Jesushewould be expelled from
thejob he held ascounsellor. But hiscourage cameto
himwhen hesaw Jesusbeing crucified. Pilategranted his
request after he heard of the degth of Jesusfromthe Roman
centurion.

Nicodemus' courage cameto himalso. Nolonger was
heafraid. Hedid not wait until it becamedark. He stepped
uptoJesus body “...and brought amixtureof myrrh
and aloes, about an hundred pound weight” (John
19:39. It wasavery expensive gift of love (about 75
poundstoday). It wasavery fragrant spice.

Thesetwo timid men, now giantsin courage, took the
body of Jesusand tenderly wrapped thebody infinelinen.
Joseph bought thelinen, and Nicodemusfurnished the
spices. Canweimaginethelovethesetwo brethrenfelt
for Jesus?

By theplaceof crucifixiontherewasagarden, inwhich
wasanew unused tomb. Therethetwo menburied Jesus.
Oneiscongrainedto ask: Why did not themen closest to
Jesusask for Hisbody and bury Him? Only these secret
disciplesshowed courageinthecrisis.
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Let meask you ariddle. Seventeen yearsin adark
dungeon and then released to liveinthelight for oneor
two weeks before death. What is it? Why, it isa
Seventeen-year cicada.

Ital startsout with ahordeof cicadasliving and snging
in the trees of a certain Eastern state. Mother cicada
punchesaholeinthetender bark of the upper branches
andlaysanegg. Thisshecontinuestodountil al her eggs
havebeenlad.

A few dayslater theselittle eggs begin to hatch, and
tiny nymphscrawl out onto thebranchesof thetree. They
will drink fromthejuice of thetreefor afew weeksand
then drop to the ground and burrow down afew feet.
Therethey will attach themselvesto theroots of thetree
withtheir sharp besksto providethemse veswith theonly
food they will need for seventeenlong years. Then at
exactly theend of those seventeen years, somethingwithin
themdrivesthemtothe surface. Tunndling upand up, at
last they seethelight onceagain. Climbing up atreetrunk
or apost, they grasp the wood with their feet. Now a
little split showsup on their back and the cicadainside
strugglesand finaly makesit out and into the open. After
a while the wings begin to move back and forth,
straightening and lengthening. At last the cicadaisready
tofly, andfly it does—right to thetop-most branchesof a
tree. Herethey will spend one or twoweeksinthebright
sunlight until at last Mother cicadalaysher eggsandfalls
totheearthtodie.

Wheat kind of time clock do the cicadashaveto bring
them to the surface after seventeen yearsunder ground?
We do not know, but we know that they are not the only
animal sthat seemto haveabuilt-intimeclock.
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Take for example the many birds which migrate so
many milesfrom year to year. How do they know when
they are supposed to leave and come back? Somelittle
birdstravel an amazingly longway. Thegolden plover
goes non-stop from Nova Scotiato Brazil, 2500 miles.
TheArcticterns, though, travel 10,000 milesfrom one
end of the world to the other — from the Arctic to the
Antarctic. Isitthe changeinweather that makesthem
leave? Perhaps, but scientistsdo not believethat thisis
the compl ete reason, for an experiment was made with
somewarblerswhotravel at night. When they kept them
inan artificial aamospherewhereit wasawayssummer,
they found that the birds becamerestlessin the autumn
and flew about in the branches night after night for the
length of timeit would takethemto gotoAfrica. After
thisthey settled downto deep at night asthey dointheir
winter home. But when spring came, they onceagain
becamerestlessfor thelength of timeit would takethem
tofly back to Europe onceagain.

Yes, God hasgiven many animalswhat seemsto bea
sxth senseto know whento doagiventhing. Thesalmon
knowswhento leavethe salty oceanto swimupthesame
river which he came down asayoung salmon, to spawn.
The little seaworms know when to come up from the
sand when the tide is out to feed on the seaweed and
when to burrow down in the sand so they will not be
washed away. If putinanartificial tank, they will still
burrow under the sand at the time when thetide would
comein. Consdering that thetidecomesinfifty minutes
later each day, thisbecomes quiteamystery.

God hasatimefor thingsin our lives, too. Andthe
most important of theseisthetimefor usto get saved.
The Bible says, “behold, now isthe accepted time;
behold, now istheday of salvation” (I1 Corinthians
6:2b). Hewants usto have salvation becausethereis
greet danger inputtingit off. “ Put-it-off isoneof thegreatest
weapons Satan has, because heknowsthat anyonewho
keepssaying, “ Tomorrow,” will never bring salvation. You
may die beforethat certain “tomorrow” comes, or you
may get sousedtosaying“tomorrow” that it will not bother
you at all. Wecall that hardening of your conscience or
heart, and when that happens, it isavery serious and
terriblething. “Now when they heard this, they were
pricked inther heart, and said unto Peter and tothe
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rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall
wedo? Then Peter said untothem, Repent, and be
baptized every oneof you inthenameof JesusChrist
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of theHoly Ghost. For the promiseisuntoyou,
and toyour children,andtoall that areafar off, even
asmany astheLord our God shall call. And with
many other wordsdid hetestify and exhort, saying,
Save yourselves from this untoward generation.
Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the sameday therewereadded unto
them about threethousand souls’ (Acts2:37-41).

So decideand say, “ | will give my heart to Jesus
right now.” You'll begladyoudid.

Wil’/AMan
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God?

FABORERS IN THE VINEYARD

"..Why standyeheredl theday idle" (Matthew 20:6)?
Areyou standing idleall the day long when thereisso
much to bedoneintheLord'svineyard?1f so, what ex-
cusewill you have, who have been doing so, to offer the
Master when He comesto reckonwith Hisservants? The
commandisto"Goyealsointothevineyard, and what-
soever isright, that ye shal receive” (verse7).

Intheparablegivenin Matthew 20itisshown that all
who labor inthe Lord'svineyard shall receivethe same
reward from the last to the first, even those who have
labored through the heart of the day and thosewho enter
at the eleventh hour. " For we arelaborerstogether with
God: yeare God's husbandry, ye are God's building."
"Now yearethe body of Christ, and membersin particu-
lar"

We beseech you, dear reader, tobeaLABORERin
theLord'svineyard, if you havenot already enlisted, and
DO something to support thelast warning messagetothe
world beforeitistoo late. Jesusour great examplewas
moved with compassion when He saw the multitudes,
becausethey fainted for lack of spiritual food, and were
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scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd He said
unto Hisdisciples. "theharvest truly isplenteous, but the
laborersarefew; pray yethereforethe Lord of the har-
vest, that Hewill send forth laborersinto His harvest.”
How can anyone professing to beamember in particular
of thebody of Christ, and adiscipleof theLord, ignore
thisdirect command, and stand all theday idl€?

We need your help, and may God blessyou if you are
rendering assistancein offering yourself asaliving sacri-
fice, holy and acceptable unto God, by payingtheLord's
titheinto the storehouse, giving offerings, and beingin-
stant in prayer. Aboveall thingsyou need God in your
heart to prompt your heart, mind, and body, to labor for
Himin Hisvineyard in whatever capacity or callingyou
havebeen called.

"Consider what | say: and the L ord givethee under-
dandingindl things."

Read what the apostle Paul says about the mainte-
nance of the ministry, and preaching the gospel in |
Corinthians9."...Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the
ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for
oxen? Or saith heit altogether for our sakes? For our
sakesno doubt, thisiswritten: that hethat ploweth should
plow in hope; and that hethat thresheth in hope should be
partaker of hishope. If we have sown unto you spiritual
things, isitagreat thingif weshadl regp your carnd things?
(tithesand offerings)

"Do ye not know that they which minister about holy
thingsliveof thethingsof thetemple?and they which wait
at theadtar are partakerswith theatar? Even so hath the
L ord ordained that they which preach the gospel should
live of thegospel” (verses9-11, 13-14).

"And all thetithe of theland, whether of the seed of
theland, or of thefruit of thetree, isthe LORD'S: itis
holy untotheLORD. Andif amanwill a al redeem ought
(anything) of histithes, heshall add thereto thefifth part
(20 per cent) thereof" (L eviticus27:30-31).

"Will aman rob God? Yet ye haverobbed me. But ye
say, Wherein have we robbed thee?In tithesand offer-
ings. ...BringyeALL thetithesinto the storehouse (trea-
sury), that there may be meat (substance) inminehouse,
and PROV E menow herewith, saiththe LORD of hogts,
if I will not open you thewindows of heaven, and pour
you out ablessing, that there shdl not beroom enoughto
receiveit" (Malachi 3:8, 10).

Dear reader, do you believe God?Areyou willing to
prove Him NOW by sending inthe Lord'stithesand of -
fering for the gospel work?
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What is'the key

BEARING FRUIT
AS A CHRISTIAN?

w

Every Christianwho iswakingintheknownwill of
God, who desires that his life be used of God to lead
precioussoulstotheLord Jesus Christ, a so desiresto be
afruitful Christian. Asadead treein an orchard cannot
bear fruit, no more can an inconsi stent and independent
person bear fruit for God. Furthermore, weread in John
15:2, "Every branchin methat beareth not fruit Hetaketh
away..." Possibly thedisappearance of many abranchin
theLord'sserviceisatheresult of afruitlesslife. How
tragic to be abranch that istaken away! What joy and
peaceislost by the disappeared branch!

Ontheother hand, "...every branch that beareth fruit,
he purgethit, that it may bring forth morefruit." A fruitful
branch receives specia attention from the Husbandman,
the Father. Thereismuch activity inthelifeof afruitful
Chrigtian. Notetheactivity most of usarefamiliar with --
arushfor thebus, arushfor work, arushfor lunch, arush
for thisor that place. No, not that kind of activity; the
fruitful branch may very quietly receivethe purging-- a
quick snap in acertain spot, and apatient, subdued spirit
isthe outcome, blessing many thousands. Or the Hus-
bandman twistsor turnsanother part of the branch, leav-
ingtheswest, fragrant aromaof aconsecrated lifetowend
itsway into thelivesof so many needed souls. Mark the
individualswho arethegreatest blessngtoyou. They are
thosewho have been bearing fruit and are being purged
to bear morefruit. The greater the crushing the sweeter
thefragrance.

Yes, onewho desiresthe best God hasfor him, also
desiresthefruitful life. Areyou, however, willing to pay
thepriceof afruitful life? The priceisvery costly, but so
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areraregemsvery costly: soistherose crushed perfume
very codtly; soisthehighly polished and beautifully painted
pottery very costly. Areyou satisfied to be only "fiveand
dime" Christians, factory made and put on the counter
with thousands just like you, or are you willing to be
crushed, ground, put through thefire, water, floods, mel-
lowed and melted to be avalued child of God, ondisplay
with God'srarities?

These are conditionsto be met to befruitful. First,
oneistobecleantobeafruitful Christian. Afruit treefull
of insects or worms cannot produce fruit that will be
classed "GradeA". If one must be clean to befruitful,
then how can hebe clean?"Now yeare clean throughthe
word which I have spoken unto you" (John 15:3). Are
you letting the Word dwell in you asthe Apostle Paul
exhortsin Colossians 3:16? How often do you let the
cleansing water of theWord flow through the stream of
your lifeto wash away the constantly falling soot of this
earthly pilgrimage?A lifethat istouched upon onceaweek
on Sabbath will not be as clean asonethat is scrubbed
every day.

L et usbeclean through theWord by daily, quiet, ear-
nest reading and study of theWord of God. L et ussubmit
totheL ord asHe showsthrough HisWord, by the Holy
Spirit, thedirty spotsinour lives-- the unkind remarks
about others, the self-exaltation, pride, self-pity, selfish-
ness, dothfulnessin prayer, unbdief, doubt, and many other
thingstheLordisnot pleased with. Let uskeepin mind,
"...to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to
himitissn' (James4:17).

Then oneisto abide in Christ, aswe read in John
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15:4: "Abideinme, and | inyou. Asthe branch cannot
bear fruit of itsdlf, except it abideinthevine; nomorecan
ye, except yeabideinme."” What doesit mean to abide?
The best way to abidein Christ isto have "nothing be-
tween" asthe above verse states.

If you abidein Himthereisno interest of yoursinto
whichyou do not bring Him, no burden whichyou do not
sharewith Him. All wisdom, strength, and lifeisclaimed
and drawn from Him. If you abidein Him you do not
alow anything no matter how small it might be, or how
great it might be, to separate you from Him. How sweet
to have such afellowship - afellowship asclose asthe
branchisto thevine. To havefellowship with Him one
must walk inlight and truth (I John 1:6-7).

Then another condition of afruitful lifeisobedience.
"If yekegp my commandments, yeshd| abideinmy love,
even as | have kept my Father's commandments, and
abideinhislove' (John 15:10). Itisquite natura for hu-
man natureto shrink from obedience. Thereare children
of God whowill dowhat God asksthemto do, but not in
exactly theway Heasksthemtodoit. Therearefar too
many who put off complete obedienceto God, and the
Lordtellsyouthat to befruitful, you must be obedient. "I
ye keep My commandments.” In other words, if you
promptly and lovingly do exactly what God tellsyou to
do, when Hetellsyou, thisiswell pleasingto Him.

Good Company

Conversation filled with truth.
Motivational Oppertune.

From bad to good a chance to improve.
Fix problemswith all the righteoustools.
Good company brings better fruit.
Good vibes in turn can better you.

God said when problems come
Don't run from Me.

Instead seek Me
And you’'ll be in good company.

Derrick Shaw
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TWO GREAT CROSSINGS
Reprinted

Therewere two occasionswhen the people of Israel
crossed watersthat werewonderfully separated for them.
Both events made great impressionson them and taught
them that their God was L ord of both natureand history.

Although it was not stated in the Scriptural account, it
seems that the miraculous crossing of the Jordan was
regarded as are-enactment of the crossing of the Red
Sea. In both events, the Lord was leading His people
acrosswatersthat barred their way. In both accounts,
thereareboth natural and religiousexplanations. Atthe
Red Sea, we aretold: “ And M oses stretched out his
hand over the sea; and theLord caused theseato
goback by astrongeast wind ...” thewind blowing
caused evaporation and evaporation caused the waters
to freeze. “And with the blast of thy nostrils the
waters were gathered together, the floods stood
upright asan heap, and the depthswer e congealed
intheheart of thesea” (Exodus14:21; 15:8). Atthe
Jordan River, we aretold that the waterswere blocked
upstream at acity named Adam.

Hereisakey doctrine of the Scriptures. TheGodin
heavenwasin control of both natureand higtory. All events
were under thedirect control of God the great Creator.
Therefore, amiraclethat wemight explainasdueto natura
causeswasfor them nolessamiraclethan an event that
wemight distinguish as“ supernatura.” Eventhoughthey
knew that an earthquake had stopped the Jordan River, it
was God that sent the earthquake. All these things
happened as adirect result and action of the Father in
Heaven.

We al so need to know and understand that the crossing
of the Jordan and the successful Segeof the City of Jericho
weredl linked together into oneevent of faith. TheFather
inheavenwhoisLord of al creation and worksshowsto
usHisgreat power He hasover the Red Sea, Jordan and
Jericho. Soalso Jesusremindsusthat not asparrow falls
totheground without God' sbeinginvolved and concerned
(Matthew 10:29).
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WORD KEYS THAT UNLOCK TRUTH
by Jerry Womble

Fr oward

No not forward but froward. | finditisan easy word
tomissreadintheBible. Froward meansperversity or a
perversething and sometimesit referstofraud. 1tisused
several timesin the Scripture to warn us of thewrong
path that we may befollowing. InDeut. 32 Jeshurunwas
given many blessingsfrom God including food to spare
and blessings of daily life. He had oil and honey from
unexpected placesand mest, milk and grapesabundantly.
He became so independent that he did not esteem “the
Rock of hissalvation” vs. 15. Instead helistenedto his
children whichled him astray from God and God called
thisafroward situation. | think thelesson herefor usisto
count our blessings and give God the credit and not to
think all of thegood thingsin our lifeisdueto our own
abilities

In Job chapter 5 Job compares a man’s trouble to
sparksof afireflying upward that if not controlled brings
danger tohim. Thenwhenthisgrowsin hislifetheadvice
hegivesto otherswill causefailureto futuregenerations.
Hesaystheadviceof thefroward“iscarried headlong” in
Job 5:13, meaning that bad advice will go forward and
continueto grow. He comparesaperson following the
froward path ashethat isso blind hestumblesintheday
timeasif it wereadark night.

Prov. 8 showsushow to think of froward in apositive
way when it saysto understand wisdom, speak excellent
things, speak truth and that wickedness befar from us
then vs. 8 says “All the words of my mouth are in
righteousness; thereis nothing froward or perversein
them”.

Let usall remember Psalms 19:14 "L et the words of
my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable

inthy sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.”
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“Verily, verily, | say unto you, that ye shall weep
and lament, but thewor Id shall rg oice: and ye shall
be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall beturnedinto
joy” (John 16:20).

“And yenow thereforehave sorrow: but | will see
you again, and your heart shall rgoice, and your joy
noman taketh from you” (John 16:22).

Thewords of the opening Scripture were spoken by
Jesusto Hisdisciplesthenight before Hewas put to degth.
He told them that they would soon experience great
sorrow because of hisdeparturefromtheir midst. Yet,
He saysthat thissorrow would soon afterward beturned
tojoy. Thisjoy came about in two ways. First, His
resurrection on the “third day,” and the various
appearancesHe madeto Hisdisciplesin theforty days
following, were* convincing proofs’ that Helived again,
with even greater power than He had prior to Hisdeath.
Thiswasasource of great joy to Jesus followers, and
renewed their dedicationto Him.

Jesus cameto thedisciplesin an even greater degree
onthe Day of Pentecost when, through the enlightening
power of the Holy Spirit, they understood morefully the
detailsof God'splan. Peter immediately wasmoved to
expound thisjoyful messageto the multitudes gathered
(Acts2:1-38). Many believed Peter’swordsand were
“prickedinther heart.” Asaresult, “about threethousand’
were added to their number (verses 37,41). Thegreat
joy of thet day istedtified toin the chapter’sclosing verses,
which atethat they dl continued “....daily with oneaccord
inthetemple, and breaking bread from houseto house,”
and “ did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of
heart, Praising God...” (verses 46-47). Indeed, the
disciples sorrow aswell asperplexity and uncertainty,
had been“turnedtojoy.”

Weliveinaworldtoday that islikewisefull of sorrow,
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perplexity, uncertainty, and fear. Jesusprophesied of our
day that it would be so, saying that men’s heartswould
fail themfor fear, asthey look at thethingshappening on
theearth (Luke 21: 25-26). Yetin spiteof thereligious,
moral, political, and economic turmoil which surrounds
us, the Lord’speople are counseled in the Scripturesto
adways“RegoiceintheLord” (Philippians4:4). Wetoday,
asconsecrated believers, must take many sorrowswhich
encompassour lives, whether personally or intheworld
around us, and “turnthem” into ajoy that “no man” can
takefromus. Thisisamighty endeavor, and canonly be
accomplished by looking to the Scripturesto see what
thebasismust befor such joy.

THE
FOOD

RiceCrispy Treatsareraretofindinthegrocery store
without containing pork gelatin. Gdatinisaclear, tasteless
proteinthat thickensand solidifiesliquid and semi-liquid
foods, such as soups, marshmallows, and old-fashioned
aspic molds. Commonly associated with Jell-O brand
products, gelatin comesfrom animal collagen. Hereisa
recipefor rice crispy treatsthat you can make at home
with marshmallow creme.

Ingredients

7—8cupsof RiceKrispies
* amount dependsonif you likeyour ricekrispy squares
gooey or dry. | used 7 cupsbecausel likethem gooey.

1/2 cup of butter
* to makethese vegan or parve, substitute the butter for
an gppropriatemargarine

2 7oz jarsof Jet-Puffed Marshmallow Creme
* Note...this marshmallow creme is vegan/pareve &
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kosher...it doesnot haveany gelatininit.

lcupM & M’s, or other candy pieces optional
You can be creative and add dried fruit; ex: strawberries

M ethod

9x 13 pan, greasethepan, | usebutter but if you want
thisto bedairy-free use any suitable margarine.
Put the RiceKrispiesinalargebowl.

Add M & M’sto the Rice Krispiesif using & toss
them together to dispersethe M & M’ sthroughout the ce-
redl.

Melt the butter in alarge enough saucepan that can
hold the marshmallow creme.

Once the butter has melted, add the marshmallow
creme& girring congtantly until itiswell combined and
themarshma low cremeissmooth & isnot lumpy.
Addthemarshmallow mixturetothericekrispies& mix
well.

Spoon the mixture into the prepared 9x13 pan &
spread it out evenly.

* | used aspatulathen my handswhen the pan was cov-
ered.

Cover the pan with plasticwrap & oncethewrapis
on | made surethat thericekrispy mixturewasevenly
spread out by pressing down onthewrap.

Cut into any size piecesyou want!

* Optiona designs can bemade by adding food coloring
or shapesby cutting out with cookie cutters.

If you'd like to contribute a kosher receipeto
TheFood Cor ner pleasesend to Church of God 7th
Day P.O. Box 328 Salem, West Virginia 26426 or
email christylgiggles@aol.com
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WHITE SUPREMACIST PROPAGANDA

INAMERICA

| read areport which stated that the popul ation of
Americais now made up of just about 56% of white
peoplewhilethe minoritieshaveincreased. 1t hasbeen
estimated that soon theminoritieswill beinthemgority.
These dayswe hear much about white supremacy groups
and their rhetoric. They donot wish at all to becomethe
minority of Americancitizens.

Thefollowingisanarticle from USA TODAY entitled
White supremacist propaganda on therise:

Incidents of white supremacist propagandahit an all
time high in 2020, according to anew report from the
Anti Defamation League' sCenter on Extremist whichhas
traced racist propagandafor decades, anti-Semitic, racist
andanti LGBTQ pogters, flyersand graffiti recorded 5,125
timesin 2020, according to thereport, amost twicethe
number of incidentsrecordedin 2019.

Thereport, released today, detailsincidentsin every
gateexcludingHawaii. Itincludes130incidentsof white
supremacists putting up banners, 56 inperson white
supremacist events and 283 incidents of anti-Semitic
language or propagandathat spectificaly targeted Jewish
ingtitutions, a68% increase from 2019.

Oren Segd, vicepresident of the Center on Extremism,
said theincrease propagandaisanother indication of how
divided Americahasbecome.
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If you have any items of interest that you would like to submit to
this segment, please send them to The Church of God Publishing
House, PO Box 328, Salem, WV 26426-0328.

“Asif apandemic, socid judtice protestsand apolarizing
election werenot enough, oneof the other thingswe' ve
been dealing withisasignificant increasein effortsby
white supremaci ststo spread their messagesaround the
country,” Segal said. “What the numberssuggestisa
doubling down onwhat they view asasuccessful tactic.”

At least 30 different white supremacist groups
distributed flyers, put up postersor graffited public and
private spaces|ast year, therepoprt says. Themessaging
varied from overt neo-Nazi propaganda to coded
languagethat disguised whitesupremacis messaginginsde
expressionsof patriotiusmand nationalism.

Three organizations were responsible for morethan
90% of propagandaincidents. Themost activegroup by
far wasthe Texas-based Patriot Front, headed by white
supremacist Thomas Rousseau, which wasbehind 4,105
of theincidents. Patriot Front masksitsracisminvague
phraseslike” AmericaFirst” and“ ReclamAmerica,” but
thegroup’sofficid manifesto makesitswhite supremacist
goasclear.

The @ PatriotFront Official Channel on the secure
messaging app Telegram cdlsregularly postsopenly racist
and anti-Semitic messages, aswell asdocumenting the
group actsaswhite supremacist vandalism.

Sarah Vinson, aforensic psychiatrist and associate
professor of psychiatry and behavioral sciences at
Morehouse School of Medicine, said white supremacist
propagandahasaduel impact onthe communitieswhere
it appears.

“When you seesignsup, it can makeyou lesstrusting
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of thewhite people you are around, because you don’t
know whoitisthat put it up, and you don’t know whois
toleratingthat”, Vinson said. “ White peoplewho harbor
those beliefs may also find those signs validating and
resssuring.”

In recent years, white supremacistshaveincreasingly
gathered online using social media, messageboardsand
chatrooms. It may seem surprising, therefore, to seesuch
aspikein school techniqueslike putting up postersand
digributingflyers.

But Segal said the increase in propagandaisn’t an
alternative to online activity, but a reflection of how
technology ishelping white supremacist viewspropagate.

Thepropagandafactor

Theincreaseinwhite supremacist propagandamirrors
anoveral national increasein both the number of hate
groupsinthe United Statesand hate crimesover thelast
few years.

The Southren Poverty Law Center’ sannual audit of
hate groups showed adight dip in the number of groups
counted in 2020 from 2019. But expertswerequick to
point out that the number of hate groupsremainshigh by
historical standards.

Themost recent statisticson hate crimesfromthe FBI,
atally that isdeeply flawed but offers some historical
perspective, suggested fatal hate crimesrising to record
levelsin 2019, the most recent year for which datais
avalable,

Morerecently, there has been asurgein hate crimes
toward Asian Americans, stemming from racist torpes
about the COVID-19 pandemic.

Hate crimesagainst Asian Americansrose 150%in
2020inastudy of America slargest citiesby the Center
for the Study of Hate & Extremism at CaliforniaState
University, San Bernardino.

A failinggradeon hate

Another report released this week by the Simon
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Wiesenthal Center, a global Jewish human rights
organization, assessed socid mediaplatforms’ policiesfor
targeting hateonline.

It concluded that not one of the mgjor platformsshould
recelveanA grade.

Thereport criticizessocial mediacompaniesfor being
too dow, andtoo selective, intackling white supremaci<t,
anti-Semtic, anti-L GBTQ and anti-immigrant content.

“Itisworrisometo seeusmovinginthewrong direction
at thisjuncturein history,” said Rabbi Abraham Cooper,
who hasled the center’ sdigital terrorism and hate project
for nearly three decades. “Socia mediagiants, whofor
decadesmoved slowly and incrementally against online
hate, suddenly entered the political arena, impacting on
electionsand Covid-related hedlthissues.”

The report gave the “Big 5” tech platforms —
Facebook/ Instagram, Twitter and You Tube/Google—all
B-minusgrades. Telegram, which has seen asurge of
new userswho were kicked off Facebook and Twitter,
got aD-minusgrade. White supremacistsfavoritesocia
mediasite, Gab, gotanF.

Comment

White supremacy and racism go hand in hand. Why
isit that certain white American citizensdo not wish to
live besideaperson with differently colored skinwhois
adsoanAmericancitizen?

THINK ABOUT THIS

Thereislittleto no good newsto report these days.
Thatisbecausewearelivinginthelast days. Crisskeeps
popping up. Many people herein Americaare excited
about the programsput forth by President Biden, but the
benefit fromthemwill only betemporary.

Somearelooking for thelight at theend of thetunnel
inregard to thispresent evil world. They want it to end
and peacebegintoreign. Thereisalight at theend of the
tunnel and that iswhen the thousand-year Kingdom of
Godisestablished.
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BIBLE

Question: What aresomeof thedanger signals
that warn us of animpending fall?

Answer: One of these signals is the spirit of pride.
Proverbs 16:18 reads, “ Pride goeth before destruction,
and an haughty spirit beforeafal.” Thespirit of pridecan
eadly enter our hearts. Thiscausesusto be haughty and
sdlf-important. On the other hand, the spirit of humility
engendersmeekness, gentleness, teachabl eness, patience,
andforbearance. Itisimportant that none*think of himsdlf
morehighly than heought to think” (Romans 12:3).

Another danger signisthat of indifferencetoward the
truth of God’'s Word. The Word of God is His voice
speakingtous. If weareto maintain our standinginHim,
how alert we should beto listen to Hisvoice, and how
attentive and obedient we should beto the message. Our
standing inthe Lord depends upon our obedienceto His
truth, for it is by the truth that we are sanctified (John
17:17). Satanwould liketo haveusbdlievethat to stand
intheLordisonething, and that to standinthetruthis
something else. Hewould liketo haveusbelievethat it
doesnot makeany differencewherewe stand with respect
totheWord of truth aslong aswelovetheLord. However,
thisis one of those wiles of the devil by which heis
endeavoring to draw usaway from God by causing usto
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Questions

ANnswers

lose our appreciation of Hisglorious message of truth,
throughwhich Hespeaksto usand guidesusinthenarrow
way. Let uscontinueto cherishthetruth, tofeed uponit,
that thereby wemay grow strong, and remain strong, so
that wewill not fall, because we have made thetruth our
buckler and our shield.

Failure to assembl e together with the brethren, or
indifferencetotheprivilegeof fellowship, isancther danger
signal. God has so arranged the church’s affairsasto
makefellowship with othersof like preciousfaith one of
themostimportant meansof grace. If wefail toappreciate
thisprovisonof theLordfor our strengtheninginthefaith
andinthe spirit, whenever possible, we are neglecting
one of theimportant means by which we are kept from
fdling.

The spirit of “bitterness, and wrath, and anger” is
another danger signa which should bequickly discerned
by thosewho are properly taking heed (Ephesians4:31).
These unholy manifestations of character arethe very
oppositeto the spirit of love, whichisthe Spirit of God.
To permit their entranceinto our hearts, and still worse,
to harbor and act upon them, will sooner or later resultin
great loss as to our standing in Christ Jesus. Let us
diligently take heed in this respect, by quickly and
effectively rooting out every evidence of these sinful

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




quditiesfrom our heartsthrough prayer, and instead seek
to befilled with, and controlled by, the spirit of love.

We should also not permit the spirit of theworld to
take control of our hearts and lives. The spirit of the
worldisoneof self-seeking, ambitionand vainglory. In
short, itisthespirit of selfishnesswhichisthespirit of the
adversary. If wefind the spirit of theworld beginningto
encroach upon our mindsand hearts, weshould recognize
it asadanger sign of pitfallsand snares ahead by which
Satan is endeavoring to bring about our fall from
steadfastness. Let usseek to befilled with the Spirit of
the Lord, and so occupi ed with the things of the Spirit,
that there will be no time or place for the spirit of the
worldto gain eventhedightest entranceinto our lives.

Question: Will you please comment on The
Lord's Prayer whichisfound in Matthew 6:9-
13.

Answer: First, let usquote Matthew 6:9-13, "After this
manner thereforepray ye: Our Father which artinheaven,
Hallowed bethy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
doneinearth, asitisin heaven. Giveusthisday our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. Andlead usnot into temptation, but deliver us
fromevil: For thineisthekingdom, and the power, and
theglory, for ever. Amen."

One of the most important sayings of the Master on
themountisTheLord sPrayer which Heprovided asa
pattern for Hisfollowersto use throughout this Gospel
Age. If we have adesireto serve God in an accepted
manner, wewill joyfully communewith Himdaily and seek
to beguided by thisoutline of thefundamental principles
of Christian prayer. Wewill delight to address God as
“Our Father,” and will recognizethe hallowednessof His
name. Prominent inour prayerswill bethedesireto see
theworld blessed by the setting up of God’skingdom —
“Thy kingdom come” —on earth asitisin heaven. We
will not make el aborate requestsfor ourselves, but ask
only for the needful things, both temporal and spiritual--
“Giveusthisday our daily bread.”

Reslizing how far short we comein thought, word and
deed, and our great need for divine mercy, wewill aso
petition God for Hisforgiveness. Meanwhile, wemust
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forgive those who trespass against us, el se we cannot
expect Hiscompassion toward us. “Lead usnot”--that
is, abandon us not--in temptation, the Lord teachesusto
pray. God does not tempt His people, and will not
abandon us when we are tempted by the Adversary
(James 1:13). Rather, hewill “ddliver usfromevil,” and
desresthat we seek Hisddivering power and providences
through prayer.

Question: Isthere knowledgein hell?

Answer: Ecclesastes9:10reads, “Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might; for thereisnowork,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave
{sheal, theBiblehell} , whither thou goest.”

The Prophet Job understood this, and in aperiod of
extreme suffering asked the Lord to let him die. Job
prayed, “ O that thouwouldest hidemeinthegrave{ shedl,
hell}, ...until thy wrath bepast...” (Job 14:13). Suffering
ashewas, Job surely would not ask Godtolet himgoto
aplacewherehewould suffer even more, and wherehis
torturewould last forever. No, Job wanted releasefrom
suffering, so heasked God to let him go to sheol, to hell.

Accordingtotradition, hell isaplacewhere God visits
Hiswrath upon sinners, but in Job we have arighteous
man asking to go to hell to escape God’swrath. What
did hemean? Thewrath of God herereferred to by Job
isthecurseof death which cameuponal mankind through
origina sin. Davidreferredtoit asGod's“anger,” and
assuresusthat it endures but for amoment, and added,
“...weeping may endurefor anight, but joy comethinthe
morning” (Psaim 30:5).

Knowing that God' swrath would not continueforever
upon the human race, Job prayed for releasefromit until
itwaspast. Job knew that then hewould berestoredto
life. Hesaid, “If amandie, shall heliveagain? all the
daysof my appointed time{in death} will | wait, till my
change {fromdeathtolife} come. Thoushdtcall,and|
will answer thee: thou wilt have adesireto thework of
thine hands” (Job 14:14-15) Here we have definite
assurance that those who go into the Bible hell do not
remainthere, that atimewill comewhen hdl will giveup
itsdead.
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HOW TO EDIFY THE BODY OF CHRIST

By Salomon Torres M.

One of the most relevant aspects that marked the
Apostle Paul’sministry was histirelessexhortationin
regardsto edifying thechurch. Whenweread | Corinthians
chapter 12, wefind agreat explanation about thismatter.
Therefore, these verses should be taken as alesson of
humbl enessand teamwork.

We could ask why Paul wrote this message for the
Corinthians? Undoubtedly at that timethey were prideful
and haughty, believing that becausethey had adifferent
spiritual gift, they had agreater authority or deserved a
greater respect. Instead of edifying the Body of Chrigt,
they weredividingit. Thegiftsthat God givesushaveto
be used for acommon purpose, and not for something
specificfor our own benefit.

Today, members of the Body of Christ should pay
attention to how weexerciseour gift, becauseinstead of
edifying the church, we could be dividing it. Our
capabilitiesand knowledge should dwaysbe used for the
service of acommon cause, wherewecandl beof benefit
inaHoly purpose, and not for anindividua causewhere
wearelooking for apersona benefit or for our ownpraise.

Aswementioned in the beginning, chapter 12 of the
first letter of Paul to the Corinthians teaches us some
principleson how to edify thechurch. Firg of dl, weshould
understand that God isthe onewho givesthe gifts, and
each oneof ushasbeen placed tofulfill aparticular purpose.
“But now hath God set the members every one of
themin the body, asit hath pleased him. And if they
were all one member, where were the body?” (I
Corinthians12:18, 19).
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Onceweunderstand this, we should learnto recognize
our individua gift, inorder todevelopit, andtoputitin
theserviceof theentirechurchfor itsedification.

The apostle Paul comparesthe Body of Christ with
the church, just like ahuman body in which each body
part hasaspecia and needed function. We cannot |eave
out thework of any of themembers, asverses21 and 22
says, “ And the eye cannot say unto the hand, | have
no need of thee; nor again the head to the feet, | have
no need of you. Nay, much more those members of
the body, which seemto be morefeeble, are necessary.”
All membersof thebody aredifferent and each onehasa
functiontofulfill. Despitethedifferences, they dl haveto
work together.

In the same way, the church is composed of many
members, and each member hasagift and ability. Weall
haveto work together for the edification of the body of
Christ with humbleness, and we all need to recognize
everyone sgifts, following theexampleof our Lord Jesus
Christ who came to serve. “ Even as the Son of man
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and
togivehislifearansomfor many.” (Matthew 20:28).
If wedo not do so, our giftshave no meaning.

L et usattempt to alwaysuseour giftsfor the serving
and edifying of thechurch, and not for dividing or boasting.

| Corinthians 14:26, says. “ How isit then, brethren?
when ye cometogether, every one of you hath a psalm,
hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath arevelation, hath
aninterpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.”
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S. Martin, West Indies

Brother Christian Germain and fellow member sof The Church of God 7th Day S. Martin, West Indies
gather tomeet in thistent sitting on thefoundation of the chur ch, which wasdestroyed by Hurricanelrmain
2017.
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON
AHAZIAH SUCCEEDSJEHORAM

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles22:1-12.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles22:3.

"Hed sowakedinthewaysof thehouse of Ahab: for
hismother was hiscounselor to do wickedly."

NOTE: Inour last lesson, welearned that Jehoram was
king of Judah for eight years. Hewasthe son of agood
father, Jehoshaphat, but he caused the inhabitants of
Jerusalem to commit evil. Hefinally died of ahorrible
disease. Now et us seewho will succeed him asking of
Judah.

1. Whowasmadeking after Jehoram'sdeath?\Whowas
he?1l Chronicles22:1.

2. How old wasAhaziah when he beganto reign, and
whowashismother?11 Chronicles22:2.

3. Did hedo evil or good in the sight of the Lord? 11
Chronicles22:3-4.

4. Against whomdid Ahaziah gotowar?Why did hego
down to see Jehoram, the son of Ahab? 11 Chronicles
22:5-6.

5. What did Jehu do with those who ministered to
Ahaziah?1l Chronicles22:7-8.

6. When they found Ahaziah who washid in Samaria?
Wheat did Jehu and hismen do to him?11 Chronicles22:9.

7. When Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her
son wasdead, what did shedo? |l Chronicles22:10.

8. Whom did Jehoshabeath hideand why?I1 Chronicles
22:11.

9. How long was Joash hid in the house of God?Who
thenreigned over theland? Il Chronicles22:12.
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LESSON I

JEHOIADA RESTORESTHE WORSHIP
OF GOD IN JUDAH
(PART 1)

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles23:1-11.

GoldenText: Il Chronicles23:8 (first part).
"SotheLevitesand dl Judah did accordingtodl things

that Jehoiadathe priest had commanded,..."

NOTE: Ahaziah had beenreigning over theland andwas
awicked ruler. Now we shall study about thereign of
Jehoiada, the priest, to seehow herulestheland and how
herestorestheworship of God.

1. Whom did Jehoiadatakeinto covenant withhiminl||
Chronicles23:1?

2. What did these men do in the cities of Judah? Il
Chronicles23:2.

3. All the congregation madeacovenant withthekingin
thehouse of God. What did theking say unto the people?
I1 Chronicles23:3.

4. What didtheking direct the peopletodo?11 Chronicles
23:4-7.

5. DidtheLevitesand all Judah do according to all the
thingsthat Jehoi adahad commanded?I1 Chronicles23:8.

6. What did he deliver to the captains? |1 Chronicles
23:9-10.

7. Whowas now madeking? Il Chronicles23:11.
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |1

JEHOIADA RESTORESTHE WORSHIP
OF GOD IN JUDAH
(PART I1)

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles23:12-21.
Golden Text: Il Chronicles23:16.

"And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and
between all the peopl e, and between the king, that they
should bethe LORD'Speople.”

NOTE: Westudied how Jehoiada, the priest, strength-
ened himself and led the peopleto follow God. Joashis
madeking of Judah, and wewill now find what happens
tothewicked queenAthaliah.

1. What didAthaiah do when sheheard thepeopleprais-
ingtheking?1l Chronicles23:12.

2. What did she see when she entered the house of the
Lord?1l Chronicles23:13.

3. What did Jehoiadado and say concerning Athaliah?11
Chronicles23:14.

4. What did the captainsdo thento her? Il Chronicles
23:15.

5. Jehoiadamade acovenant between him, the people,
and theking that they would bethe L ord's people. What
did they dotothe houseof Baal?11 Chronicles23:16-17.

6. How did Jehoiada set the house of the Lord in order?
I Chronicles23:18-20.

7. Did the peoplenow rejoice?1l Chronicles23:21.

Answer to Word found in Scriptures on page 23:
STRAIGHTWAY
AnswerstoMatthew 4:10-11 Puzzle:
Across: 1.Wor ship 3.Devil 5.unto 6.angels9.minis-
tered Down: Lwritten 2.serve4.leaveth 7.shalt 8.him
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LESSON IV

JOASH REIGNSWELLALL THE DAYS
OF JEHOIADA

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles24:1-16.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles24:2.

"And Joash did that which wasright inthesight of the
LORD all thedaysof Jehoiadathepriest.”

NOTE: Welearnedin our last |esson that Jehoiadare-
stored theworship of God in Judah, and that Joash was
madeking. We shall study now to seeif Joash keepsthe
kingdominthiscondition or if heletsthe peoplereturnto
idolatry.

1. How old was Joash when he began to reign? How
long did hereign?1l Chronicles24:1.

2. Did hedothat whichwasright inthesight of the Lord?
[1 Chronicles24:2.

3. Joash directed to repair the house of the Lord. How
did heplantodothis?1l Chronicles24.4-5.

4. Why didtheking cdl for Jehoiada?I1 Chronicles24:6-
7.

5. What did they set at the gate of the house of the Lord?
What wasthisto beused for? Il Chronicles24:8-10.

6. What was donewith the collectionsin the chest?1|
Chronicles24:11-13.

7. When the house of the Lord wasfinished, what was
therest of themoney used for?11 Chronicles24:14.

8. How old was Jehoiadawhen hedied?1l Chronicles
24:15.

9. Wherewas he buried?Had good beendonein|srael ?
I1 Chronicles24:16.
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Story

The Children's Page

Denniswas camping with hisaunt and uncle. They
had atrailer house parked near a beautiful lakein the
mountains. Right now, Aunt Molly wastaking anap, and
Uncle Dan had gonefor aboat ride with another man.

Denniswanted to find an especially nicefernfor his
Mother, who washomein thecity. Helooked among the
vinesand flowersbeside the shady trail along the creek.
Hehad found alovely maidenhair fern, and was getting
ready toliftit carefully fromtheground when heheard a
child'sshrill cry.

Jumping to hisfeet, Dennisraced up the path until he
foundtwolittlegirlscryingloudly. "What'sthemaiter?' he
caled. "Areyou hurt?did asnake biteyou?' Both girls
shook their heads and pointed to the creek.

Dennisran closeto thewater and looked wherethey
werepointing. Therewasalittleboy inadeep hole! He
was splashing and splashing, but hishead soonwent un-
der thewater. Dennistried to reach him ashe came up
again, but the child wastoo far out.

Dennislooked for along stick, but therewasnoneto
befound. Hetried to break abranch from atree, but it
was green and would not snap. Hefelt in hispocket for
hisknife, but remembered hehad leftitinthetrailer house
after peeling an applethat morning. He closed hiseyes
and prayed, "Dear Jesus, please help meto know what
todo."

He seized the green branch again and tugged with all
hismight. Thebranch did not break off, but it pulled loose
fromthelimb. Heheldit out toward thelittle boy, but the
littlefellow'shead had gone out of sight again.

Oh, how Denniswished that he had |earned to swim
and dive. He wasn't sure what to do. He knew that he
must get helpimmediately. Therewereonly afew people
camped near thelake, and most of themwereout intheir
boats. Then Dennisthought of the short cut to thelake.
Heran asfast ashe could and prayed that Jesuswould
hel p him get someone's attention, so they could savethe
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boy.

The boatswereway out in thewater. When Dennis
got to the shore, hewaved hisarmsand shouted, "Help!
Hep!"

Two men saw him, and their boat made the spray fly
asitraced toward him. Dennistold them alittle boy was
drowning inthe creek, and one man jumped out of the
boat and ran asfast as he could toward the creek. The
other man pulled the boat out of the sand and ran, too.
Thefirst manwasthelittleboy'sfather, but Dennisdid not
know it then.

Dennis' legswere so tired now that he could not run
fast. Heonly trotted along behind. Heprayed all theway
to the creek. Again, he asked Jesus to please keep the
little boy aiveuntil themen could get there,

When Dennisreached the creek, he saw that the boy
wasout on the ground. Thefirst man wasbreathing into
hismouth. After quiteawhile, hebeganto cry. Then Den-
nisknelt down inthe damp leavesand vinesand thanked
God for Hishelp and mercy.

Everyone in camp thought Denniswas ahero. The
little boy'sfather told him that they had reached hisson
justintime. Another minutewould have beentoo late. He
thanked Dennisand tried to give him some money, but
Denniswouldn't accept it.

Aunt Molly and Uncle Dan both hugged their nephew
tightly. They were proud of him.

Denniswasworried about onething though. When he
got home, he asked Mother about it.

"Mother, wasit right to pray whilel wasrunning?' he
asked."| didn't havetimeto kneel down."

"Jesusisawaysready to listen when wetalk to Him,
no matter whereweare or what wearedoing," answered
Mother. "l am glad that you remembered to ask Jesusfor
hdp."

"I would never forget Jesus," answered Dennis. "Heis
thefirst onel think of when thereistrouble. Our Sabbath
School teacher helped ushunt all theversesin Psalms
that tell ushow God helps.”

"One verse says, 'God is... avery present help in
trouble.’ Another one says, 'heisour help and our shield.’
Then onesays, 'our helpisinthename of theLord, who
made heaven and earth.' Aren't those good verses?

"They surely are," Mother said. "I am glad that you
havelearned about God'sloveand protection.”
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The Children's Page Games and Puzzles

What word found in the Scriptures can you put in the middle that makes three-letter words of the letters
going down?

AIAIAIPIS|IE|T|I|O|B|A

KIEIE|TITIGIE(S|L|Y|E

Name

MATTHEW4:10-11
Let the Scriptures help you solve this crossword puzze.

" Then saith Jesus (5 across) him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is (1 down),
Thou (7 down) (1 across) the Lord thy God, and (8 down) only shalt thou (2 down).
Then the (3 across) (4 down) him, and, behold, (6 across) came and (9 across) unto him."
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THE POWER OF THE PEN

| have written down many poemsin a very short time
Telling the world of God's mercy and love;
How trust in His faith and His goodness
Brings His blessing down from above.

['ve written of very small children
Who are forced to question the teachings
Of rabbits that lay chocolate eggs,
Deer that do not run, but fly.

I've written about young folks of today
Who complain they can't do even one thing;
They whine and complain there is nothing to do,
And waste all their time to complain.

I've written of sad faced old couples
Whose lives have not come near the end,;
They are often abused and neglected,
And die without leaving a friend.

The poems|'ve mentioned all carry my name
But their message has never been mine;
| was given the words that my pen's written down,
But their meaning dear Lord, has been thine.

So try to remember some of what |'ve said
As my pen moves to praise the Lord;
For when it comes to the battles we're fighting today,
The pen always wins over the sword.

Betty Whetstone
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