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Elder Lot Luyao De Erio

“FortometoliveisChrist, andtodieisgan” (Philippians 1:21).
“I havefought agood fight, | havefinished my course, | have kept thefaith:” (11 Timothy 4:7).

OnMay 20, 2022 at 2:45 a.m. in Ubay, Bohol, Philippines, Elder Lot L uyao De Erio passed away at the
ageof 83.

Hewasborn on February 01, 1939 to his parentsNumeriano De Erio and Buenaventurada Lyuao. Ashe
grew older his parentswere converted to the Church of God 7th Day thru Elder Potenciano Carefio.
Elder Lot was baptized into the Church of God 7th Day Salem, West Virginiaon September 15, 1954 at
Tukuran Riven, Za,boangaDée Sur at the age of 15 and was brought up according to the teachings of
Christ. Hedeveloped hisreligious sense under the guidance and support of hisfaithful parents. Hewas
mentored by Elder Potenciano Carefio and later by Elder Pablo Sausal. Thisenabled himto preparefor
the“goodfight” for Christ, tofinishthe course, and keep thefaith until theend. Hewas married to Sister
BeataUli DeErio on January 16, 1975.

Hewasordained asaminister of the church on November 25, 1989 in Cebu City. Hiswork inthechurch
continued to grow and he was chosen asamember of the Seventy. On June 2019 hewas chosen asa
member of the TwelveA postles of the Church of God. Asamember of thebody of Christ, heactively
preached the gospel al over the country of the Philippines. In addition to preaching in church, he made
many radio broadcasts, home visitations, and attended many openair rallies. He had aunique ability to
establish arapport whenever hewould meet different personaitiesand would makeyou realizethat you
cannot makeit without God.

Hislast advicewas" buhataang tanan sapaglig-on samgakaigsoonan” (dowhatever you canto strengthen
thebrethren).
“Well done...thou good and faithful servant."
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Reasons and Principles
CONTRAST:
HOW TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
By: Moises Torres M.

NOT E: Wemust haveenough spiritua knowledgetoknow
how to make adifference between good and evil, light
and darkness, just and unjust. And thislevel can only be
reached by following the exampl e of the many contrasts
theLord Jesus Christ used and lived to show thetruth of
things, and thusdistinguish onefromtheother. Thislevel
isnecessary and isonly reached by exercising the senses
inthediscernment of good and evil.

Hebrews5:14 “But strong meat bel ongeth to them that
are of full age, even thosewho by reason of use havetheir
senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

Wewill never beableto discern evil indepth if wedo not
first understand the magnitude of what goodis.

1. Contrast between light and dar kness:

Matthew 5:15: "Neither do menlight acandle, and put it
under abushel, but on acandlestick; andit givethlight
unto all that areinthehouse.”

John 8:12: “ Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, |
amthelight of theworld: hethat followeth meshall not
walk in darkness, but shall havethelight of life.”

John 12:46: “1 am come a light into the world, that
whosoever believeth on meshould not abidein darkness.”

NOTE: Only by walkinginthelight (knowledge) of the
Lord Jesus Christ, will werealize the depth of darkness.
Heretheprincipleisvery clear: If wewak inthelight, we
see where we walk, and we do not stumble; but if we
walk indarkness, we stumble, andintheend wewill fall
into adeep pit fromwhichwewill not be ableto get out.
L et usremember the parable of theten virginsfivewere
wiseand fivefoolish. Thefoolish onesran out of oil and
their lampswent out, and they did not arriveintimefor
themarriagefeast; and whenthey arrivedthe Lord said to
them, “1 donot know you.” * And thisisthe condemnation,
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that light iscomeinto theworld, and menloved darkness
rather than light, becausetheir deedswereevil” (John
3:19).

2. Contrast between good and evil:

Luke6:9: “ Then said Jesusunto them, | will ask you one
thing; Isit lawful on the sabbath daysto do good, or to
doevil?"Tosavelife, ortodestroy it?’ (Read fromverse
1).

NOTE: Many timesquestionsarise, suchaswhether itis
lawful to dothisor that onthe Sabbath, whether itisright
or wrong; and we are left in doubt, because we do not
have sufficient knowledge, nor our own conviction of what
isright andwrong. Jesusrounded off hisquestion with an
additional one: “Isit lawful onthe Sabbath daysto do
good, or to do evil? To save life, or to destroy it?”
Analyzethese contrasts used by the Son of God. Inthis
contrast, “life” istheargument that supportswhat isright.
Which doweprefer, to savelife, or to destroy it?

Romans12:21, “Benot overcomeof evil, but overcome
evil withgood. (Read verses 19-20). If it can bedone, in
everything on our part, beat peacewith al men.”

| Thessalonians5:15, “ Seethat nonerender evil for evil
unto any man; but ever follow that whichisgood, both
among yourselves, andtoall men.”

Todigtinguish clearly between good and evil we must put
aside vanity and human feelings that blind our
understanding. Thenwewill beabletofulfill theabove
commeandment.

3. Contrast between thejust and theunjust:

Revelation 22:10-11, “ And he saith unto me, Seal not the
sayingsof the prophecy of thisbook: for thetimeisat
hand. Hethat isunjus, let him beunjust till: and hewhich

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




isfilthy, let him befilthy still: and hethat isrighteous, let
him berighteousstill: and hethat ishaly, let him beholy
dill”

NOTE: Of course, theLord JesusChrist left avery definite
contrast between therighteousand the unrighteous, and it
isthe believer’stask to have the knowledge of it: The
Lord usesthesetwo versesto set forth thetwo conditions,
and leave them to thejudgment and convenienceof each
individual. Doyou, for which onedoyoulean? TheLord
only fitsto say, “ Thetimeisat hand.”

4. THE BOOK OF PROVERBS 3:27-35, contains
several principlesand contrasts, of how to bejust with
God and our neighbor.

“Withhold not good from them towhomitisdue, when it
isinthepower of thinehand todo it. Say not unto thy
neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow | will
give; when thou hast it by thee. Devisenot evil against
thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee.
Strive not with aman without cause, if he have done
theeno harm. Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose
noneof hisways. For thefroward is abominationto the
LORD: but hissecret iswith therighteous. The curse of
the LORD isinthehouse of thewicked: but he blesseth
the habitation of thejust. Surely hescorneth thescorners:
but he giveth grace unto thelowly. Thewise shall inherit
glory: but shame shdl bethe promotion of fools.”

ACTS24:16: “And hereindo| exercisemyself, to have
aways a conscience void of offence toward God,
and toward men.” Being righteousimplieshaving agood
conscience before God and before men; thiswastheaim
of theApostle Paul and should betheaim of dl believers,
however, there are some“children” of God who soften
thelr consciences so that everything they doisacceptable
intheir eyes.

5. What prevents us from seeing the difference
between good and evil, between just and unjust,
between lifeand death?

Note: God in hisrighteousness set before man lifeand
death from the beginning; but man has set aside his
prevention. (Deuteronomy 30:15; Joshua24:15). Thedevil
isthedeceiver, theinciter, the generator of malice; but
unbelief, rebellion, arrogance, selfishness, and prideare
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man’sintentions. Well saystheverse: “ Andthisisthe
condemnation, that light iscomeinto theworld, and men
loved darknessrather thanlight, becausetheir deedswere
evil.” (John 3:19).

6. What can help ustolook at contrasts?

Wecould arguethat sometimesit isvery difficult to define
or giveasolutionto aproblem. And thisistrue, because
it seemsthat sometimesthereisavery thinline between
light and darkness, betweenwhat isjust and what isunjust,
between good and evil, between truth and fal sehood. And
many timeswe only vacillate between the one and the
other; but the justice of God does not admit any
concession; something iseither black or white, but not
“gray.” Anditisherethat we need the support of theHoly
Spirit and the testimony of our Lord Jesus Christ. Itis
herethat wemust use Hisexamplesand contraststo bring
out thetruth or reality on al things. (John 1:1-14; 14:15-
17).

NOTE: Thelight, thejust, thegood, thetruth, support the
subsistence of life, and arefor the sake of existence; the
contrary only represents destruction and death.
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Soicismvs. Chrigianity
By David Royer

| alwaysadmired theword “ stoic” asaway to present
myself at bus ness meetings, medical emergencies, and
during personal tragedies.

However, let usdigalittiedeeper: Thecurrently accepted
meaning of stoicisapersonwho acceptswhat happens
without complaining or showing emotion (Thiswasaso
my interpretation.) and dternatively: A member of aschool
of philosophy holding that awiseman should befreefrom
passion, unmoved by joy or grief, and submissiveto naturd
law. Source: https://www.merriam-webster.com/
dictionary/stoic

History: Stoicismisanancient Greek philosophy formed
inAthens. Itisaphilosophy onhow toliveyour life.
Thefirst timethisphilosophy arosewas during the chaos
of thefall of the Greek world. Alexander the Great had
died young after many conquests, and Greece was | eft
floundering during its conquest by the Romans. The
Romansthen adopted that philosophy asthe outlook of
theprofessiond soldier intheRoman Legions.

Thefounder of Stoicism, Zeno of Citium, referredto his
philosophy asthe®good life.” Zeno began histeaching at
the StoaPoikile, located at the Ancient Agoraof Athens.
Stoaisthefamouspainted porch that Stoicismwasnamed
after.

The Easton’sBibleDictionary givesusgood background
information: “ Stoics: a sect of Greek philosophers at
Athens, so-called from the Greek word stog, i.e., a
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“porch” or “portico,” wherethey have been called “the
Phariseesof Greek paganism.” Thefounder of the Stoics
was Zeno, who flourished about 300 B.C. Hetaught his
disciplesthat aman’s happiness consisted in bringing
himsdlf into harmony with the courseof theuniverse. They
weretrained to bear evilswith indifferenceand soto be
independent of externds. Materidism, panthesm (worship
that admitsor toleratesall gods), fatalism, and pridewere
theleading featuresof this philosophy.”

Thebottomlineisthat Stoicismisaphilosophica doctrine
without religion. AsZeno put it, “Happinessisagood
flow of life.” Thisgood lifeisto be achieved by looking
inward for peace of mind and tranquility that comesfrom
livingalifeof virtue. ... according to reason and thenatura
law of the cosmos—and not to worry about therest.

Thefour virtues of Stoic philosophy consist of courage,
temperance, justice, and wisdom. The Stoic emphasison
restraint or appetites and control of the emotions is
somewhat smilar to the Buddhist philosophy. Both enjoy
a growing appeal with today’s western culture and
audiences. Virtuesand their descriptionswere sourced
from: https.//whatisstoiciam.com > Soicism Definition Feb
7, 2021 — Stoic philosophy is driven by four
guiding cardind virtues.

Courage: Thewillingnesstodowhat isrightintheface
of adversity and conflict. Think of conflictsasnot an
inconvenienceor tragedy, but asopportunitiesto answers.
AmlI brave? Am | going to facethisproblem or run away
fromit?Will | stand up or berolled over? Thecommon
mi sconception about courageous peopleisthat they fedl
no fear, making themfeel great. However, brave people
act despite thefact they fed terrified or highly anxious.
Bravery and courageinvolve putting all of thosefears
asde.

Temperance: Moderation. Theright balance. Donothing
inexcess. Usetheright amount.

Justice: Moral rightness. Finding the correct balance.
Thetwo virtues above: Courage and Temperance, are
core Stoic virtues, but intheir seriousness, they palein
comparison to what the Stoicsworshipped most highly:
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Doingtheright thing.

Wisdom: Theknowing. Thelearning. Wisdomisyour
ability to definewhat isgood, not good, and indifferent.
Wisdomiswherethefinal and essentia virtue comesin.
One should havethe experiencerequired to navigate the
world. What stuationscall for courage? What istheright
amount?What istheright thing?

Thesefour Stoic virtuesare meant to guideall choices
and actions, great and small, by man“internally”. They
arepagan virtuesbut may seemfamiliar touswhenreading
the Bible as Apostle Paul spoke of nine virtues that
represent humanity’sgood character.

According to our understanding, theological virtuesdo
not originate from the natural man. They areimparted by
Godthrough Christ and arethen practiced by thebeliever.
You see, if apersonisfilled and inspired by the Holy
Spirit, then all thevirtues spoken of in Galatians 5:22-23
will beevidentinthat person’slife. Theseninegreet virtues
inthispassage are compared to thevirtuesof Christ. As
theHoly Spirit guidesand directsus, God impartsthese
virtuestous.

Gaatians5:22-23 “But thefruit of the Spiritislove, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
Meekness, temperance: against suchthereisnolaw.”

Another divergence between Stoicism and Chrigtianity is
theendgod. In Christianity, itisonly through Jesusthat
peoplecan achieveeternd salvation. Weare saved through
graceinstead of works, whiletheforgivenessof snscomes
by faith alone. For the Stoics, what mattersisnot what
may or may not happen after death but how we makethe
best use of our timeon earth.

Furthermore, in Stoicism, the Logos (or Word) is an
unknowableforce, while, in Chrigtianity, webelievethe
Word (L ogos) was made flesh and dwelt among us. For
the Stoics, a relationship with the Logos is distant,
intellectua, and based on theideas of duty and virtue. In
Chrigtianity, arelationship with the Logosismuch more
persondl. It teachesusthat God wantsour loveand praise.
Inreturn, Hisand His Son Jesus slove makesit possible
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for usto haveeternd life.

Another big difference between thetwo worldviewsis
that in Chrigtianity, weareinstructed to ask God for help,
whilethe Stoicsseek helpfromwithin. Theissue withthe
Stoic philosophy isthat you becomeyour first source of
support and strength, and God becomes secondary.

But wait! What about the verse that says, “ God helps
thosewho hel pthemselves’ ? Doesnot that endorse stoic
virtues? NO, itisnot evenintheBible!

The phrase” God hel psthosewho help themselves” is
amotto that emphasizestheimportance of self-initiative
and personal action. Thisexpressionisknown around
theworld and isused to inspire peopleinto self-help. It
originated in ancient Greece as*the Gods help thosewho
help themselves." Sourcehttps/en.wikipedia..org/wiki/
God__hdps_those who_help_themsalves

Inconclusion, if we keep thetenantsof our faith asthe
primary objective, we can find a few good ideas to
congder in Stoicis, someof which 1 will continueto use.
But there are not many, especially when this philosophy
triestoreplace Chrigtianity asour guiding principle. When
weseek anoveral vision or attitudetoward life, Robert
Byrnesaiditbest, “ The purposeof lifeisalifeof purpose.”

Makeour purposeof beingaCHILD OF GOD
and studying HisLOGOS(TheWord).

Focus on the
solution not
the problem,

follow your heart,
'not your ego,
trust God
not people.
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Peesapadu Church construction
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Gollagudem church - They havereno-
vated church building with iron roof
sheets and constructed a new com-
pound wall with iron gates. And also
new electricity to the church. With full
new colors to the church and com-
pound wall.
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Test Your Bible Knowledge
First Books of the Bible Crossword Puzze
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WE TRY LORD
ACROSS We should try to live the right way,
Striving to do what you ask,
Yet sometimes we fall so short, Lord,
It'sa very difficult task.

We should follow in Your footsteps
And be obedient to Your plan,
We should keep Your Ten Commandments,
And be as righteous as we can.

1. Thekingdomisdivided north and south
2. God choosesfaithful David to beKing
5. Thetroublein hishouse because of sin
6. Thewisdom of itswordsisawaystrue
10. Encouragement to listen and obey
15. Integrity ispreciousin Jehovah'seyes
17. How lifewill bewhen JesusrulesasKing
18. Hiswork restored true worship onceagain
19. Inspired songsto praise God'slove and might
20. God'smighty onesreforming mighty deeds
21. Rewarded withafamily and ahome
22. Thebook that tellshow paradise was|ost
23. Badrulerslead thenationtoitsfall.

So wetry Lord, yet we falter,
And we fall back into sin,
Then we pray for Your forgiveness,
Please wipe clean the dlate again.

Ever since the Eden garden,
Our sinful nature can't be cured,
And without Your Holy Spirit,
Our destruction is assured.

We can't bargain for salvation,

DOWN And the_re !s no secqnd chance,
If we're still in love with this world,
We should end that doomed romance.

You gave usthe Holy Scriptures,

3. Somelost the chanceto see the promised land Through Your spirit, line by line
4. She spokewith couragewhen thetimeisright Words we all should try to live by,
7. Thehappinessthat serving God will bring All throughout our brief lifetimes.
8. Trueloveisever loyd adwaysstrong
9. Thethingsthey learned from lessonsin the past And Your gospel lays before us,
11. He helped rebuild thecity and itswalls The one straight and narrow path,
12. Eachfamily got aplacetocall their own If we follow it, You've promised,
13. God saved His people by Hismighty hand We'll be spared God's final wrath.
14. Although most were bad few werefaithful men
16. God's|aw to keep them holy day by day Count us good and faithful servants

When Your return has come due,
And please help us run the good race,

We owe everything to You.
Answers found on page 15
By Pat Evans
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BIBLE

Takenfrom TheHomeInstructor Part | - If you'd liketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 10- THEFIFTH PLAGUE
QUESTION: Uponwhat isthefifth plague poured?

ANSWER: "Andthefifthangd poured out hisvia upon
the seat of thebeast” (Revelation 16:10first part).

QUESTION: What happensto hiskingdom?

ANSWER: "...and hiskingdomwasfull of darkness,; and
they gnawed their tonguesfor pain” (verse 10 last part).

QUESTION: What do the people do, and do they re-
pent?

ANSWER: "And blasphemed the God of heaven be-
cause of their painsand their sores, and repented not of
their deeds’ (Verse 11).

QUESTION: What happenswhenthefifthange sounds?

ANSWER: "And thefifth angel sounded, and | saw a
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gar fal from heaven untotheearth: andtohimwasgiven
thekey of the bottomlesspit” (Revelation 9:1).

QUESTION: What doestheangel do?

ANSWER: "And he opened the bottomless pit” (verse 2
first part).

QUESTION: What happened then?

ANSWER: "...and there arose asmoke out of thepit, as
thesmokeof agreat furnace; and the sun and theair were
darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. And there
came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto
them wasgiven power, asthe scorpionsof theearth have
power" (verse2last part and verse 3).

QUESTION: What arethey commanded not to do?

ANSWER: "And it was commanded them that they
should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green
thing, neither any tree; but only thosemenwhich havenot
thesed of Godintheir foreheads’ (verse4).

NOTE: Thereference hereto themenwho havenot the
sedl of Godinther foreheadsisnot to betakento mean
that those with the seal of God are till upon the earth.
Thesaintsat thistimewill bewith Christ on the seaof
glass. Not any greenthing, grass, tree, or anythingisto be
touched by their plague.

QUESTION: How longisthisplagueto beupon men?

ANSWER: "Andtothemit wasgiventhat they should
not kill them, but thet they should betormented fivemonths:
and their torment was asthetorment of ascorpion, when
hedtrikethaman” (verseb5).

QUESTION: What will mennot find during thisplague?
ANSWER: "Andinthose days shall men seek death,
and shal not findit; and shal desiretodie, and death shall

fleefromthem” (verse6).

QUESTION: Describethelocustsof the plague.
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ANSWER: "Andtheshapesof thelocustswerelikeunto
horses prepared unto battle; and ontheir headswereasit
werecrownslikegold, and their faceswere asthefaces
of men. Andthey had hair asthe hair of women, and their
teeth were as the teeth of lions. And they had breast-
plates, asit were breastplates of iron; and the sound of
their wingswas asthe sound of chariotsof many horses
running to battle. And they had tail slike unto scorpions,
andthereweregtingsintheir tails. and their power wasto
hurt menfivemonths' (verse 7-10).

NOTE: How wouldyou liketobeintheir plagueand be
stung by theselocustsfor five months?

QUESTION: Whoistheir king?

ANSWER: "Andthey had aking over them, whichisthe
angel of the bottomless pit, whose namein the Hebrew
tongueisAbaddon, but inthe Greek tongue hath hisname
Apollyon” (Verse11).

QUESTION: What ispast and what will follow?

ANSWER: "Onewoeispast; and, behold, there come
two woesmore hereafter” (verse 12).

Answers to Test Your Bible Knowledge First Books
of the Bible Crossword Puzzle on page 12

Across: 1.1 Kings 2.1 Samuel 5.11 Samuel 6.Prov-
erbs 10.Deuteronomy 15.Job 17.Isaiah 18.Ezra
19.Psalms 20.Daniel 21.Ruth 22. Genesis 23.11
Chronicles

Down: 3.Numbers 4.Esther 7.Ecclesiastes 8.Song
of Solomon 9.l Chronicles 11.Nehemiah 12.Joshua
13. Exodus 14.Judges 16. Leviticus

_
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Word Keys That Unlock Scripture

by Jerry Womble

N

TEMPLE - Thefirg timewe seetheword templeinthe
Bibleiswhen Hannah ispleading to God to give her a
man child. Seeing her isEli thepriest and heissitting at
the entrance of the temple after dinner observing the
people. After leaving thetempleand finding Hannah's
problem and her desire, hetold her to go and may God
grant you your petition. Maybe Hannah thought being
closeto the temple made her closeto God aswetoday
feel closeto God whenwearein churchwith thefellow
brethren.

In Psalm 11 we see God on histhronein hisholy temple.
Thething Godisdoingat thistimeisexaminingtherighteous
and theevil. Heissending from histhrone problems,
stressand difficultiesupon theunrighteous. Heal so sees
therighteousness of the upright and their blessingscome
fromHimasHesitson Histhrone.

Jesus started Hisministry when Hewastwelveyearsold
from thetemple. AsHisparentsand kinfolk traveled
home from Jerusalem He stayed behind and after three
daysthey found Him in thetemple doing His Father’s
work. When He said “my Fatherswork” to Mary He
was speaking of HisFather in heaven but at thetime she
did not understand what he meant, Luke 2:42-52.

InMat. 21 Jesusentered thetempleto cast out the physica
corruption that was taking place there. He drove the
money changersand dovesdllersout of thetemple. This
should remind usto bereverent and respectful anytime
wearein church, the placethat God hasprovided for us
tokeep holy at our time of worship.

In1Cor. 6:19theApostle Paul givesusanew look at the
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meaning of theword temple. Hetellsusthat our body is
thetempleof theHoly Spirit. Asaphysical templestands
out asaspecid buildingamongdl theother buildingsround
about it, our life should stand out as something special
among men. Peoplearound usshould beableto seein
our templethat we are Jesus' sdisciplesby thelovewe
naturally show to each other, John 13:35.

InRev. 21:22 John seesthe New Jerusalem and that there
isno physical templeinit but that God and Jesusarethe
templeof it. Thisistosay that wewill not needaphysical
building asthe Father and the Son will beall weneed for
worship. Thisistruetoday also. TheFather and the Son
aredl weneedtoworshipinspirit and truth.

RO
EACH DAY

Thethingswewant to do are often never done because
wefeel wedo not havethetime.

Many good deeds are never performed becausein the
hurry of daily living wethink thereisnot timeto perform
theintended actsof kindness.

Theworld might bevastly different and abetter placeif
thosewho say, "I donot havetime,” dtered their schedules
and did some of thethingsthey know they should and
really want to do.

Taketimeto think. It isagreat source of power. Take
timeto pray and play. It isthe secret of perpetual youth.
Taketime to read the Bible first and then other good
books. Itisthefountain of wisdom.

Taketimetolove andbeloved. ItisaGod-givenprivilege.
Taketimetolaugh. Itisthemusic of the soul.

Taketimeto befriendly. Itistheroad to happiness. Take
timetogive. Itistoo short aday to be selfish.

Taketime towork..itisthepriceof success. Taketimeto
do charity. Itisthekey to thecity of God. Andtaketime

to beyoursdlf. You cannot successfully beanother.
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In Exodus 25:10-22, the Lord instructed M oses, con-
cerning the children of Isradl, that they wereto makean
ark. Hesad: “ Andthey shal makean ark of shittimwood:
two cubitsand ahalf shall bethelength thereof, and a
cubit and ahalf the breadth thereof, and acubit and ahalf
theheight thereof. And thou shalt overlay it with puregold,
within and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make
uponit acrown of gold round about. And thou shalt cast
four ringsof goldfor it, and put theminthefour corners
thereof; and two ringsshall beinthe onesideof it, and
tworingsintheother sdeof it. And thou shalt make staves
of shittim wood, and overlay themwith gold. And thou
shalt put the stavesinto therings by the sides of the ark,
that theark may be bornewith them. The stavesshall be
intheringsof theark: they shall not betakenfromit. And
thou shdt put into theark thetestimony which | shal give
thee. Andthou shalt makeamercy seet of puregold: two
cubitsand ahalf shall bethelength thereof, and acubit
and ahalf the breadth thereof. And thou shalt make two
cherubimsof gold, of beaten work shalt thou makethem,
inthetwo ends of themercy seat. And make one cherub
on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end:
even of themercy seat shall ye makethe cherubimson
thetwo endsthereof. And the cherubimsshall stretch
forth their wingson high, covering the mercy seat with
their wings, and their faces shall look oneto another; to-
ward themercy seat shall thefaces of the cherubimsbe.
And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark;
andintheark thou shdt put thetestimony that | shal give
thee. Andtherel will meetwiththee, and 1 will commune
with theefrom above the mercy seat, from between the
two cherubimswhich areupon the ark of thetestimony,
of dl thingswhich | will givetheein commandment unto
thechildrenof Isradl.”
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Theark of thetestimony was apparently arectangular
chest made out of shittim (acacia) wood. It was two-
and-a-half cubitslong, one-and-a-half cubitswide, and
one-and-a-half cubitshighwitha“mercy seat” onthetop.
A cubit hasbeen reckoned using varioussizes. However,
about 18 inches per cubit seemsto beastandard unit of
gze. If that wasthe case, thentheark was about 45 inches
long, 27 inches wide, and 27 inches high. Or, roughly
speaking, it wasabout 4 feet, by 2 feet, by 2 feet.

Thewholeark wasoverlaid with puregold, insdeand
outside. Thiswould be an apt representation of the Lord
Jesus Christ, Who, as aman on earth, was“ overlaid”
with God’sholiness. Eventhecrownof gold ontheark
could represent Hiskingly nature.

Wearetoldin Deuteronomy 31:9that the priests, who
were of the sonsof Levi, werethe onesto bear theark.
Golden ringswere placed inthefour cornersof theark,
through which wereinserted staves of shittimwood over-
laidwith gold. Thepriestscarried theark by these staves.
Believersarenow God'spriests (I Peter 2:9; Revelation
5:10), and as such, they are responsible to “bear” the
Lord Jesus to the world, so that God’s presence--His
“ Shekinah- Glory” --may be made known to others.

The Lord had told Moses, “And thou shalt put into
theark thetestimony which | shall givethee.” This, of
course, referred to the Ten Commandments, writtenwith
thefinger of God on two tablesof stone(see Deuteronomy
10:1-5). Thislaw, whichistill inforcetoday, and which
constitutesthe basisfor God’s covenant with mankind
(see Romans 3:19,20), isthemoral law of God. It was
placed“in”, or “into”, theark, and issuperior tothe* book
of thelaw” whichwasplaced “inthesideof theark” (see
Galatians 3:10; Deuteronomy 31:24-26).

Two other objectswere placed into theark along with
thetwo tablesof thetestimony. Thesewereagolden pot
filled with manna (see Exodus 16:31-34), and Aaron’s
“amond” rod that the L ord caused to bud, blossom, and
bear amondsfrom among the 12 rods presented to Him
(see Numbers 17:1-13; Hebrews 9:3,4). These repre-
sent Christ asbeing theWord, the Bread of Life, and the
Resurrection and the Life (see John 1:1,14; 6:48-51;
11:25-26).

The"mercy seat” very possibly represented God's
heavenly throne. We aretold, referring to the Lord, that
“...l will communewith theefrom abovethe mercy sedt,
from between thetwo cherubimswhich areupontheark
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of thetestimony...” Cherubim, according to the book of
Ezekiel, are heavenly beings portrayed with four faces
and four wings (see Ezekiel 1:4-20; 10:8-15). They ap-
parently livein closeproximity to God' seffulgent glory,
which radiatesthe essence of Hislove and holiness--the
basi sof Hisrighteous character--whichissummed up by
the Ten Commandments.

It isinteresting to note that the golden cherubim, on
theark of the testimony, faced each other on the mercy
seat and were situated over thetwo tablesof God'sLaw.
Itisasif they were*“covering” the Law with their out-
sretched wingsinasymbolic attempt to keep it from des-
ecration. At thesametime, their facesshonewith thebril -
liance of God'sglory.

Itispossiblethat Satan isacherub, and that he may
have oncebeeninaposition, beforehisfal, to have been
inthe very presence of God on Histhrone. In Ezekiel
chapter 28, verses 1-10 we are told of the “prince of
Tyrus” whowasa“man” (seevs. 9), and aleader over
the Phoeni cian kingdom of Tyre. Heclaimedto bedivine
by stating“... anaGod, | sitintheseat of God...” (vs.
2). Therefore, thisperson may be atype of the* man of
sin”, or may bethe“man of sin” (seell Thessalonians
2:3,4). Though claiming to be God, heisonly aman.

In chapter 28, verses 11-19, however, we notice a
shift of circumstances. Now the person being discussed
isthe“king of Tyrus’. Hewas"...full of wisdom, and per-
fectinbeauty” (vs. 12). Hehad beenin®Edenthegarden
of God” (vs. 13). Verses 14-17 informus, “ Thou art the
anointed cherub that covereth; and | have set thee so:
thouwast upon theholy mountain of God; thou hast walked
up and down inthemidst of the stonesof fire. Thouwast
perfect in thy waysfrom the day that thou wast created,
till iniquity wasfoundinthee. By themultitudeof thy mer-
chandisethey havefilled themidst of theewith violence,
and thou hast sinned: thereforel will cast theeasprofane
out of the mountain of God: and | will destroy thee, O
covering cherub, fromthemidst of thestonesof fire. Thine
heart waslifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast cor-
rupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: | will cast
theetotheground, | will lay thee beforekings, that they
may beholdthee.”

Thisperson, we aretold, was “the anointed cherub
that covereth,” and that he had been* upon the holy moun-
tain of God." He had “waked up and downinthemidst
of thestonesof fire.” Hewas" perfect” fromhiscreation
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“till iniquity wasfoundinthee.” Hisend will beby fireas
weread from the second part of verse 18, “...therefore
will | (God) bring forth afirefrom the midst of thee, it
shall devour thee, and | will bring theeto ashesupon the
earthinthesight of all them that behold thee.”

All of these clues point toward the fact that this pas-
sageisreferringto Satan. Hewas*" king of Tyrus’ by be-
ing theevil spiritual force behind the* prince of Tyrus.”
(For other examplesof evil spiritsbeing theforcesbehind
earthly kingdoms, seeDaniel 10:12,13, re: “ prince of the
kingdom of Persga’ and, possibly, “kingsof Persa’). He
had been in Eden (see Genesis 3:1-15); he sinned by
lifting up himself with pride (seelsaiah 14:12-14; | Timo-
thy 3:6). Hewill bedestroyed with fire (see Revelation
20:10). And, perhaps most convincingly, thispersonisa
“cherub”--atype of angelic being that we have aready
mentioned.

But how was Satan, at one time, known as “the
anointed cherub that covereth”? To be anointed isto be
consecrated to aparticular service. Infact, theLord had
saidtothischerub, “...and | haveset thee so...” But what
was he covering? When welook for the Hebrew mean-
ing of thewords* covereth” and “ covering” inthispas-
sage, wefind theterm “cakak” or “sakak” (pronounced
saw-kak) being used. Strong’'s Concordance givesthe
definition of thisword as: “to entwineasascreen.” By
implication: “tofencein, cover over.” Figuratively: “Pro-
tect”: “cover,...defend, hedgein, join together, set, shut
up.”

In other words, it appearsthat the anointed service of
this* covering cherub” wasto cover, defend, and protect
thecharacter of God, Himself! No one, not eventhean-
gelsin heaven, can possibly know thefull nature of God,
evenasloving asHeis. Preachersand teachersof God's
Word havetheresponsibility of telling believersthat, no
matter how they perceive thingsto be, God isaways
working for their best. So it may bethat thishighly ex-
dted cherub wasto keep assuring theange sthat, no meatter
how unfathomable were theworks of God, Hewasal-
wayscreating and displaying themfor their very best.

Inany event, “the anointed cherub that covereth” be-
gan misrepresenting God's character instead of uphol d-
ingit. Heconvinced one-third of theangelsof heaventhat
they should no longer serve God, and thus, after warring
with God'sloyal angels, they were cast out of heaven
(seeReveation 12:3-9). Satan still misrepresentsGod's
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character today. Many people see God as primarily a
wrathful, vengeful God whotorturessinnerseternaly in
thefiresof hell, rather than asaloving Father who wants
to save peoplefrom destruction.

But that subject brings us back to the ark of the testi-
mony. Theark wasathree-dimensiona depictionof God's
wonderful mercy. On one day in the year--the Day of
Atonement--Aaron the high priest wasto gointo thetab-
ernacle beforethe ark. We read about thisin Leviticus
16:11-16. “And Aaron shall bring the bullock of thesin
offering, whichisfor himself, and shall make an atone-
ment for himself, and for hishouse, and shall kill the bul-
lock of thesin offering whichisfor himself: And he shall
takeacenser full of burning codsof firefrom off thedtar
beforethe LORD, and hishandsfull of sweet incense
beaten small, and bring it withinthevell: Andheshal put
theincense uponthefirebeforethe LORD, that the cloud
of theincense may cover themercy seat that isupon the
testimony, that hedie not: And he shall take of the blood
of the bullock, and sprinkleit with hisfinger upon the
mercy seat eastward; and beforethe mercy seat shall he
sprinkle of the blood with hisfinger seventimes. Then
shdl hekill thegoat of thesin offering, thatisfor thepeople,
and bring hisblood withintheveil, and dowith that blood
ashedid with the blood of the bullock, and sprinkleit
upon themercy seat, and beforethe mercy seat: And he
shall make an atonement for the holy place, because of
theuncleannessof the children of Israel, and because of
their transgressionsin all their sins: and so shal hedofor
thetabernacl e of the congregation, that remaineth among
theminthemidst of their uncleanness.”

The mercy seat, aswe have seen, wasover the Law
of God within the ark. The animals' blood that Aaron
sprinkled upon the mercy seat, and beforeit, wasatype
of theblood that the Lord Jesuswould | ater shed for the
sinsof theworld. These sinscame about because of the
breaking of God'sholy Law by mankind. Thecherubim
on the mercy seat of the ark covered the holy Law of
God, and Christ’sblood must cover our transgressions of
that Law (assymbolized by theblood that Aaron sprinkled
on, and before, themercy seat.) Thisalows God' smercy
toextendtous.

However, asmerciful astheLordis, we should never
take Hismercy for granted. God’sholinessisan awe-
some aspect of Hischaracter, and therefore, we must not
triflewith Hisholy Law. Even Aaron had been given spe-
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cificinstructionsabout serving God. When Aaronwasto
go before the ark on the Day of Atonement, God had
previoudy told Mosesregarding him, “And he shall teke
acenser full of burning coalsof firefrom off thedtar be-
foretheLORD, and hishandsfull of sweet incense begaten
small, and bring it withintheveil: And heshall put the
incense uponthefirebeforethe LORD, that the cloud of
the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the
testimony, that hedienot” (Leviticus16:12,13).

One man who apparently took atoo casual approach
to God'sinstructions concerning theark was Uzzah. He
paidfor thiserror with hislife. Thestory istoldinll Samue
6:1-7. David and hisservantsweretaking theark of God
tothecity of David. It was being transported on anew
cart that was pulled by oxen. Weread inverses6 and 7,
“ And whenthey cameto Nachon'’sthreshingfloor, Uzzah
put forth hishand to the ark of God, and took hold of it;
for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him therefor his
error; and there hedied by theark of God.”

Perhapsit wasonly areflex action on the part of Uzzah.
Or, maybe hethought that thiswasaspecia circumstance
inwhich the Lord would be honored if he saved theark
from possibledestruction. But, ultimately, it didn’t matter
what Uzzah thought or felt. God’sinstructionswere (and
are) to beobeyed. Thisisagood exampleto thosewho
think that God'sholy Law can betrifledwith. “ Thereisa
way which seemeth right unto aman, but the end thereof
arethewaysof death” (Proverbs14:12). EventhePhilis-

Panana church music - Pastor Alfonso on the | eft
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tines, who didn’t know God, were punished for treating
theark with disrespect (see| Samuel 4-6).

So important isthe Law of God--the Ten Command-
ments--that weareinformed, that when Solomon put the
ark into the Temple he had made, “ Therewasnothingin
the ark save the two tables of stone, which Moses put
there at Horeb, when the LORD made acovenant with
thechildren of Isragl, when they came out of theland of
Egypt” (1 Kings8:9).

We may wonder what happened to theark of thetes-
timony. Somethink that the Bible'slast referencestoit
areinll Chronicles35:3 and Jeremiah 3:16. In any event,
atimeiscoming when the ark won’t be sought after by
thechildren of Isradl. Jeremiah 3:17 reads, “ At that time
they shdll call Jerusalem thethroneof the LORD; and all
the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the
LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more
after theimagination of their evil heart.” Also, duringthis
time, the Law of God will goforth from Jerusalem (see
Isaiah 2:1-3). Until then, may webeasort of human ark,
having the Lord’sLaw written within our hearts (seell
Corinthians 3:3; Hebrews8:10). Lastly, let’sponder the
wordsof theApostle John from Revelation 11:19: “And
thetemple of God was opened in heaven, and therewas
seenin histempletheark of histestament: andtherewere
lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquiake,
and great hail.” Nolonger, perhaps, istheark needed on
the earth, as God' s peoplelive out Hisholy Law, being
filledwith Hisglorious Spirit.
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI

CHRIST CLEANSESTHE LEPERAND HEALS
THE CENTURION'SSERVANT

Scripture Reading: Matthew 8:1-13.
Golden Text: Matthew 8:7.

"And Jesussaith unto him, | will comeand heal him."
1. When Jesuscamedown from themountains, therewere
multitudesfollowing Him. Who cameunto Jesus, and what
did he ask Jesusto do? Matthew 8:1-2.

2. Did Jesusimmediately cleansethat man of hisleprosy?
Matthew 8:3.

NOTE: Leprosy isachronic, infectiousdisease, marked
by ul cersand scabs, followed by deformity of partsof the
body. Do you think thiswasamiraculousthing for Jesus
todo?

3. What did Jesus say to the manin Matthew 8:4?

4. When Jesus entered Capernaum, who came seeking
Jesus, and who was sick? M atthew 8:5-6.

5. What did Jesus say to the centurion? Matthew 8:7.

6. Did the centurion feel he wasworthy to have Jesus
cometo hishome? Why?Matthew 8:8-9.

7.Did Jesusmarvel at the great faith of thisman?Mat-
thew 8:10.

8. What did Jesustell the centurion to do, and wasthe
servant healed? M atthew 8:13.

NOTE: you canaso read about thisstory in Luke 7:1-
10.

LESSON |

CHRIST HEALETH THEWITHERED HAND
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ScriptureReading: Mark 3:1-12.
Golden Text: Mark 3:4.

"And hesaithuntothem, Isit lawful to do good onthe
sabbath days, or to do evil ?to savelife, or tokill? But
they heldtheir peace.”

1. Wherewas Jesus when He saw the man with awith-
ered hand? Mark 3:1.

2. The Phariseeswerewatching Jesusto seeif Hewould
heal on the Sabbath day so they could accuse Him of
breaking that day. What questions did Jesus ask them
about doing good on the Sabbath in Mark 3:2-47?

3. Why was Jesusgrieved at thistime? Did Heimmedi-
ately restorethe man'shand to normal?Mark 3:5.

4. What did the Pharisees immediately seek to do to
Jesus?Mark 3:6.

5. Wheredid Jesusgo with Hisdisciples? Did many fol-
low Him?Mark 3:7.

6. Inwhat other placesdid themultitudesfollow Himwhen
they heard of the great thingsHe had done?Mark 3:8.

7. Wheredid Jesusthen go to get away fromthe crowd?
Mark 3:9.

8. Had He healed very many? Did they realize Hewas
the Son of God?Mark 3:10-11.

9. Did He ask them to not make Him known? Mark
3:12.

LESSON |1

CHRIST CASTSOUT
THELEGIONOFDEVILS

Scripture Reading: Mark 5:1-20.
GoldenText: Mark 5:8.

"For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou
unclean spirit.”
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Sabbath School L essons

1. When Jesuswas come out of the ship, who met Him?
What waswrong with thisman?Mark 5:1-2.

2. Where had thisman been dwelling? How did He act?
Mark 5:3-5.

3. Did heworship Jesuswhen hesaw Him, and what did
heask Jesus?Mark 5:6-7.

4. What did Jesus say to cause the unclean spirit to come
out?Mark 5:8.

5. What was the man's name, and what did his name
mean?Mark 5:9.

6. What was near in the mountains, and what did Jesus
do to them?What happened to them, and how many were
there? Mark 5:11-13.

7. Did thisstory spread over the country? Did many come
to seewhat had been done? Mark 5:14.

8. When the people cameto see the man who wasthere
inhisright mind, how did they fedd?Mark 5:15-17.

9. What did Jesustell thisman to do, and did he obey
Jesus? Mark 5:18-20.

LESSON IV
JESUSRAISETH THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS
Scripture Reading: Mark 5:35-43.
Golden Text: Mark 5:39 (last part).
"...Why make yethis ado, and weep? thedamsal is
not dead, but deepeth.”

1. Who camefrom theruler of the synagogue's house,
and what did they want with Jesus? Mark 5:35.

2. As soon as Jesus heard the word, what did He say
unto theruler of the synagogue? Mark 5:36.

3. Did anyone accompany Jesusto theruler of the syna-
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gogue?Mark 5:37.
4. What did Hefind at thishouse? M ark 5:38.

5. When Jesuscamein, what did He say tothem?Mark
5:30.

6. Did they makefun of Jesus?What did Hedo withthe
people? Who did He take in to where the damsel was
lying?Mark 5:40.

7. Jesustook thegirl by thehand, and what did He say to
her?Mark 5:41.

8. Didthegirl ariseand walk?How old was she? Mark
5:42.

9. What did Jesuschargethemto do? Mark 5:43.

Answersto Gameson page 23:

Picture Puzzle: Sabbath Day

Travders

1. Theprodigal son (Luke 15:11-32).
2.Cain (Genesis4:14).

3. Abram later called Abraham (Genesis12:1-3).
4. Paul (Acts13:14; 15:40; 18:23).

5. Jacob (Genesis 46:6).

6. Thequeen of Sheba(l Kings10:7).

7. Thegood Samaritan (L uke 10:30-37).
8. Thewisemen (Matthew 2:1-12).

9. Joseph and Mary, and the baby Jesus (Matt 2:13-15).
10. Jonah (Jonah 1:1-2).

Professons.

1. Gardener (Genesis2:8, 15)

2. Shepherd (Genesis4:2)

3. Farmer-tiller of theground (Genesis4:2)
4. Husbandman (Genesis 9:20)

5. Fisherman (Matthew 4:18)

6. Scribe (Nehemiah 12:36)

7. Publican (Matthew 10:3)

8. Teacher (Acts5:34)

9. Doctor or physician (Colossians4:14)
10. Orator (Acts24:1)

BibleRiddle: James- Mark 1:19
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Story

DON'T
COMPLAIN

"Mother, | wish| hadanew bicycle" said Tommy. "l
never have anything or do anything | want to do." He
accented hisspeech by going out thedoor and damming
it hard. Asif that would have made any differeenceto
hel p the situation, hismother followed close behind him
and marched himright back into theroom and madehim
closethedoor ten times softly. Guess Tommy would re-
member to closeit easier next time or he could count on
shutting it easly tentimesagain.

About the seventh time Tommy was shutting thedoor,
hisugly frown begantolooseninto ahdf frown, then on
theninth shutting, asheepish grin cameover hisface. You
could seehewas sorry hehad dammedit."No, Tommy,
youthink you are mistreated. You think you get theworst
of everything. But just you sit down over thereand let me
tell youastory that will changeyour mind. You havegood
hedlth. You seedl right, don't you?* Tommy nodded rather
ashamedly.

"You areableto gpesk - sometimesyou mistregat your-
self and everybody elseby saying ugly things. Youareall
right, too - but sometimesyou hear asif you didn't have
any ears."

"Therewasagirl named Helen Keller, borndownin
Alabamawho was healthy just likeyou are. When she
was hineteen monthsold, shebecameterribly sick. For a
whileshewasnot expected tolive. Shedid live, though,
but thelong fever which shehad | eft her adifferent child.
Shewould be no longer ableto hear her parents voices.
She wasn't able to speak. On top of this, she couldn't
hear. Now closeyour eyesand see how youwouldfed if
you couldn't speak, see, or hear.”

"How sad her parentswere. When the baby beganto
walk, shelearned after much hardship how to find her
way carefully from oneroom to another. Childrenliketo
ask questions, but she couldn't ask questions. They did
haveafaithful watch dog by the name of Bellewhofol-
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lowed her around some. At other times, one of the
servant'sdaughterswasaplaymatefor her.”

"Whenthelittlegirl wassix yearsold, akind doctor
advised her parentsto seetheinventor, Alexander Gra-
ham Bell. When they met Dr. Bell, he advised them to
writeto the PerkinsInsitution for the blindin Boston.”

"Helen Keller'sfirst teacher Miss Sullivan, cameto
her home."

"First, Miss Sullivan began her teaching by placinga
new doll inHelen'sarmsthen dowly spelling theword,
'D-o-1-," into her pupil'shand. Of course, shehad to do
thisover and over again until Helen could graspwhat she
meant. Shetaught her how to spell water by taking her to
the pump and letting the water run over her hand and
spdling, 'W-at-e-r."

"After afew lessonslikethis, she soon learned to
spesk by running her fingersover dipsof paper withraised
|letters.”

"L ater on, shelearned how towritein raised letters
madefor theblind.”

"When Helenwaseight, shewastakentothe Perkins
Ingtutionfor theblind. Wasn't Helen ddighted tofind that
there were other deaf and blind like herself. Now she
wasn't the only one. Helen was determined to learn the
best therewasfor thosewho are deaf and blind."

When Helen wastwelve, shewrote ashort story of
her life. The next year shevisited NiagaraFallsand the
World Fair. Shelater graduated from Radcliffe College.
Shedidn't complain because shedidn't havethisor that.
She knew she had very little, but she made the best of
what shehad. Shewasn't selfishin desiring to get an edu-
cationfor herself - no, shehad abig desireto help others
who had suffered as she had. Shewould help thosewho
were blind and deaf. She went about lecturing for the
blind. Inlsaiah, God tellsusto strengthen thewesk hands.
That washer desire.

Tommy never did forget the story his Mother told
him. Heisnow agrown man and already hastold this
samedtory to hislittleson.

We also need to remember to be thankful for the
thingswe have and never complain about what we do not
have. God does not like usto be complainers.

" And when the people complained, it displeased the
LORD" (Numbers11:1, first part).
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Games and Puzzles

PICTURE PUZZLE

Write the first letter of each picture below, and you will find something we are to remember.

TRAVELERS

1. Who went "into a far country,” and wasted his
substance in riotous living?

2. Who hadto gointoafar country because he mur-
dered his brother?

3. What great man was directed by God to leave the
home of hisancestors, and gointo aland where God
said, " | will make of thee a great nation™ ?

4. Who, in the Bible, made three great missionary
journeys?

5. What old man, and his seventy descentants, went
on alongjourneyto another land, because of afam-
ine?

6. Who went on a long journey out of curiosity, and
exlaimed: " And behold, the half was not told me" ?
7. Who rescued a traveler who was going from
Jerusalem to Jericho?

8. What men traveled a long distance, following a
star?

9. What father and mother and baby went a long
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journey into Egypt to escape death?
10. Who was ordered by God to make a journey to
Nineveh, and disobeyed?

SCRAMBLED PROFESSIONS

1. Adam was a RENGEARD.

2. Abel was a PRESEHDH.

3. Cain was a MERRAF.

4. Noah was a MADASNUHNB.

5. Andrew was a HIRMANESF.

6. Ezrawas a BECRIS.

7. Matthew was a CILPBUAN.

8. Gamaliel was a HEETARC.

9. Luke was a TROOCD or a CAPYHISNI.
10. Tertullus was an ROTARO.

Bible Riddle - | am the son of Zebedee

| am also the Brother of John, Jesus appeared to
me, Thereis a book by my name in the New Testa-
ment. Who am | ?
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