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Priesthood
Theology

by Ben Del.ong

Introduction

To understand how the Old and New Testamentswork
together in our everyday lives, weneed to understand the
concept of priesthood. Inthefifth chapter of Hebrews,
wefind thefoll owing statement concerning Jesus.

“Called of God an high priest after the order of
Melchisedec” (Hebrews5:10).

Fromthisstatement, wefind two very important pieces
of information about Jesus. First, heoccupiestheposition
of high priest. Second, Hispriesthood isafter the order
of Melchisedec. Thisisavery important statement and
servesasthe foundation to how we understand the Old
Testament.

ThePriesthoods

Beforethe children of Israel arrived at Mount Sinai,
the people of God were served by an order of priests.
We can seethisinthe 14th chapter of Genesis:

“And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread
and wine: and hewasthe priest of the most high God.
And he blessed him, and said, Blessed beAbram of the
most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And
blessed bethemost high God, which hath delivered thine
enemiesinto thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all”
(Genesis14:18-20).

Abraham, the father of nations, was served by the
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priest Melchizedek. Melchizedek blessed Abrahamand
Abraham gavehimtithesof al that hehad. Hewasof an
order of prieststhat served God on behdf of God'speople.

L ater, after thechildren of Israel departed Mount Sinai,
God gavethem adifferent priesthood. Thispriesthood
camefromthetribeof Levi withAaronbeingthefirst high
priet.

“And theprieststhe sonsof Levi shall comenear; for
them the LORD thy God hath chosen to minister unto
him, and to blessin the name of the LORD; and by their
word shall every controversy and every stroke betried”
(Deuteronomy 21.5).

For many centuries, the priest associated with this
priesthood served God and was over His people.
However, the priesthood of Levi was not to continue
forever. Inthebook of Psalms, we find this prophesy
concerning Jesus (further explainedin Hebrews):

“TheLORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art
apriest for ever after the order of Melchizedek” (Psalm
110:4).

“If therefore perfection were by the Levitical
priesthood, (for under it the peoplereceived the law,)
what further need wasthere that another priest should
rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called
after theorder of Aaron?’ (Hebrews7:11).

TheLevitical priesthood ended when Jesusdied and
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wasraisedtolifeagain. It wasreplaced by apriesthood
with Jesusasthehigh priest. Thispriesthood wasof the
order of Melchizedek.

L aw FollowsPriesthood

Now thereason that the priesthood we are under bears
significance is because laws and commandments are
connected to the priesthood. ContinuinginHebrews7
wefindthefollowing verse:

“For the priesthood being changed, thereis made of
necessity achangea so of thelaw” (Hebrews7:12).

When the priesthood changed, first from Mel chizedek
toLevitical and later from Levitical back to Me chizedek,
the laws and commandments for the people of God
changedtoo. ThelL evitical lawswere added on top of
thelawsof God under the Me chizedek priesthood. They
were added because of thetransgressionsof thechildren
of lsradl.

“Andthis| say, that the covenant, that was confirmed
before of God in Christ, thelaw, whichwasfour hundred
andthirty yearsafter, cannot disannul, that it should make
thepromiseof noneeffect. For if theinheritance beof the
law, itisno moreof promise: but God gaveit toAbraham
by promise. Wherefore then serveth the law? It was
added because of transgressions; till the seed should come
towhom the promisewasmade; and it was ordained by
angelsinthehand of amediator” (Galatians3:17-19).

When Jesusdied and rosefromthegrave, theLevitical

always

lawswere removed and the people of God returned to
thelawsfrom the M el chizedek priesthood.

“For thereisverily adisannulling of the commandment
going before for the weakness and unprofitableness
thereof” (Hebrews7:18).

“Having abolished in hisfleshtheenmity, eventhelaw
of commandments contai ned in ordinances; for to make
in himself of twain one new man, so making peace”
(Ephesians2:15).

“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinancesthat was
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of
theway, nailingittohiscross’ (Colossians2:14).

The laws and commandments mentioned in these
versesarelevitical. Wecan seemany examplesof God's
lawsfrom under the M el chizedek priesthood continuing
tobeinforceafter theresurrection of Jesus.

“For hethat said, Do not commit adultery, said a so,
Donot kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou
kill, thou art become atransgressor of thelaw” (James
2:.11).

“Children, obey your parentsin the Lord: for thisis
right. Honour thy father and mother; (whichisthefirst
commandment with promise;)” (Ephesians6:1-2).

“For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt
not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false
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witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if therebe any other
commandment, it isbriefly comprehended in thissaying,
namely, Thou shdt lovethy neighbour asthysdf” (Romans
13:.9).

Practical Examplefrom L eviticus

To see how this appliesto us today, let’slook at a
coupleof lawsgiventothechildren of Isragl inthebook
Leviticus.

“ And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be
clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; heisunclean
toyou. Of their flesh shall yenot eat, and their carcase
shall ye not touch; they areuncleantoyou” (Leviticus
11:7-8).

“Yeshall not round the cornersof your heads, neither
shalt thou mar thecornersof thy beard” (Leviticus19:27).

Both of these are part of the added law. Wefollow
thisfirst one, but the second one does not apply. Why?
Because thefirst oneisalso part of the law under the
M el chizedek priesthood whilethe second oneisnot. We
find thereferenceto thislaw inthebook of Genesis, long
beforethe L evitical law wasgiven.

“Of every clean beast thou shalt taketo thee by sevens,
themaleand hisfemale: and of beaststhat are not clean
by two, themaeand hisfemae’ (Genesis7:2).

From thisverse (and othersin Genesis) we can see
that thelawsof clean and unclean meatsexisted aspart of
the Melchizedek priesthood. Wekeep thelaw of clean
and unclean meatsbecauseit ispart of the Mel chizedek
priesthood.

Conclusion

From the creation of the world, the people of God
have been under one of two priesthoods, M el chizedek
and Levitical. TheMelchizedek priesthood reigned up
until thetime of the Exodusfrom Egypt. TheLevitical
priesthood reigned from that point until the death and
resurrection of Jesus, after which, Hewas made high
priest after the order of Melchizedek. Aslaw follows
priesthood, the commandmentsof God weareto follow
today flow from thisM el chizedek priesthood.
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AWORD
FORFATHER

"What is a home without a mother?"

"What ishome," we also say
"With no father dear to guide us
In the strait and narrow way?"

Mother comfortsusin sorrow,
Wipes away our falling tears;
And our father puts up with us
Through our adolescent years.

From histoil he hastens homeward
Hoping for our words of cheer;
And he's never disappointed,
for toushe'svery dear.

Dinner over, dishes gathered,
Washed and wiped, and put away;,
Then we all with Father gather
At the closing of the day.

Then hereachesfor the Bible
After we've rehearsed the day;

And he reads to us distinctly,

E'er with him we kneel to pray.

Father, Dear, oh, how we love him!
And he loves us, too, we know;
With hisarms around our shoulders,
Leisurely away we go.

Srong and firm, and yet how tender,
I's histouch, we do declare;
And another father never
With our own would we compare!

-MableGlennHaldeman
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Part 1

By Siegfried Maywald

Itistruethat widespreadinterestiskindledin spiritua
matters. Many people profess conversion and churches
may gain membership increases, but the resultsdo not
reveal anincreasein spiritual growth. The sparksof light
that werekindled in people'sheartsgrow dim and die.
We see numerousevangelica crusadestaking place, but
genuine conversontothered truth of Godisrarely seen.

Why dothemajority of evangdistsavoid ther eal
truth of the Scriptures? Wedo not see many Christian
leaders standing up for thetrue Word of God asreved ed
in the Scriptures, because to take a stand for biblical,
mora and religioustruth causesthem to becomelabeled
asnarrow minded, intolerant, prejudiced, bigoted or he-
retica. Thereforelibera idess, tradition and political cor-
rectnesstake preeminence now. It pleasesthe peopleand
isreadily accepted.

What caused thisto happen?

National attitudes have changed in many toward or-
ganizedreligion. Yet still there are some Christianswho
are set againgt the thinking that i s sweeping our society.
They opposetheissue of same sex marriage, thegenera
ideathat all believeina"God" and that there are many
different avenuesthat lead to Him. But their voicesand
concernsare not heard and the general practice of reli
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gion hasbecome so debased that it haslost al meaning
and purpose. The time has come where people depart
fromthetruth and prefer tofollow half-truths, fablesand
ideasof men.

Some Chrigtian church leaderscomeup withtheidea
that no religion haspreeminenceaboveanother. Thistype
of thinking causescongregationd disunity insomechurches
yetispromoted by modern theologians. These leaders
reveal acomplete disregard to the direct advice of the
Scriptures and many people have left their faith and
dropped out of organized religion altogether. There may
also be other reasonswhy peopleloseinterestin orga-
nized religion and seek spiritua experiencesthrough other
media

Theproblemisthat theBibleisnow interpretedina
manner that is pleasing to the unrepentant and the real
truth of the Scripturesisomitted, or made of no effect.
Thereislittledistinction made between good and evil.
This can mislead all who do not know the Scriptures.
And especially thosewho look for miraclesasasign of
divineintervention arein great danger of deception. For
weread in Matthew 24:24 that by themeansof "...great
signsandwonders..." Satanwill deceive, if possible, the
very elect. Do not befooled by thosewondersthey will
be ableto perform, but watch and seewhat the Word of
God tellsyou, becausetheir messageislaced withlies
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and traditions of men. "Beware of false prophets, which
cometo you in sheep'sclothing, but inwardly they are
raveningwolves' (Matthew 7:15).

How doyou definespirituality?

Spiritudity, whichisoften defined asone'spersona
relationship with ahigher being, has become separated
from religious organi zations. Peoplenow seek new forms
of spiritual experiencesthrough other meanslikeastrol-
ogy, pamreading, yoga, taychi, meditation, chanting man-
trasand other New Ageinteractionsconnected with phys-
ca movements. Someexploretheir spiritual side by do-
ing good deedslikevolunteering or listening to musicand
reading booksand religiousarticles. Yet for othersitisthe
participation onritualsand ceremonies.

Many people now search for aself-satisfying, self-
esteeming, doit yourself salvationwhichendsupin salf-
deification. What many Christiansdo not realizeisthat
theNew Agemovement isan offshoot of traditiona East-
ernmysticismthat actsagainst every mgjor Christian be-
lief from God to Christ, to salvation, to purpose of life
and prayer. It isacamouflaged spiritual ondaught that
sowly overtakes people who do not know or reject the
trueWord of God. What we see happening isan apos-
tasy of Chrigtian churches.

Weseespiritua thinkingworkinginavariety of ways
and the mgjority of people havenoideathat these decep-
tiveand mani pul ativewaysare drawing and leading them
away fromthetruth of God. Thisis Satan-influenced spiri-
tualismwhich leads people on theroad to destruction. Al
that follow this"new way" indulgein sinful tasksand char-
acter traits, which may gppear tothecausa observer harm-
less, but toward Godisabomination. Many of their teach-
ingsareoutright lies, men'straditionsthat are cherished
and adhered to but have no foundation in the Scriptures.

In Matthew 7:13 Jesustellsus:

"Enter yeinat thestrait gate: for wideisthegate, and
broad istheway, that |eadeth to destruction, and many
therebewhichgointhereat".

Mark 7:6-9:

"Thispeople(withthe" Sataninfluenced spiritudity™)
honourethmewiththeir lips, but their heartisfar fromme.
Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doc-
trinesthe commandments of men. For laying asidethe
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commandment of God, ye hold thetradition of men, as
thewashing of potsand cups: and many other such like
thingsye do. And he said unto them, Full well yeregject
the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own
tradition.”

They want to portray Jesus Christ, but in truth "eat
their own bread,” follow their own set of doctrinesand
disregard those of Jesus Christ. That iswhy wea soread
inMatthew 7:21-23: "Not every onethat saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
hethat doeth thewill of my Father whichisin heaven.
Many will say tomeinthat day, Lord, Lord, havewenot
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out
devils?and in thy name done many wonderful works?
Andthenwill | professunto them, | never knew you: de-
part from me, yethat work iniquity.” Their worshipisin
vain, becausethey areteaching their own doctrines, the
commandmentsof men (Matthew 15:9).

Jesussaid in Matthew 7:24 and 26:

"...whosoever heareth these sayingsof mine, and doeth
them, | will liken him unto awise man, which built his
house upon arock:...And every onethat heareth these
sayingsof mine, and doeth them not, shdl belikened unto
afoolishman, which built hishouseuponthesand:" (Mat-
thew 7:24, 26). The Word of God isour only guide to
stay on theright track. Those who know God hear and
heed Hisadvice, but those who do not know God hear
not. They rely ontheir own understanding and discard
God'swordsand warnings. By thiswedigtinguishthe spirit
of truth and the spirit of error (I John 4:6).

AndinJohn5:43Hetéllsus:

"l am comeinmy Father'sname, and yereceiveme
not: if another shall comein hisown name, himyewiill
receive." We must read and study the Scriptures, God's
Word, not that of otherswho comein their own name!
"Behold, thedayscome, saiththe Lord GOD, that | will
send afamineintheland, not afamine of bread, nor a
thirst for water, but of hearing thewordsof the Lord: And
they shall wander from seato sea, and from the north
eventotheeadt, they shall runto andfroto seek theword
of theLORD, and shall not findit" (Amos8:11-12).

Weall aretraveling on our earthly journey. But | be-
lieve we ought to learn from the Scriptures and one an-
other to be able to grow in the understanding of God's
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Word. Nomanisanidandto himsdf. If wewant tomain-
tain our path on the straight and narrow way we must be
willing to takethetime and investigate new evidenceto
findnew light.

But there are many people in the world who close
their eyesto the evidencesand warningsthat Christ has
givenusinHisWord. Heforetold of many plagues, pes-
tilencesand signsthat will befal mankind beforeHis Sec-
ond Coming to earth. We are admonished to dwayswatch
and pray, that we may befound worthy "...to escapeall
thesethingsthat shall cometo pass, and to stand before
the Son of man" (Luke 21:36). Againin Matthew 24:42
wearetold: "Watch therefore (observewhat isgoing on
intheworld): for yeknow not what hour your Lord doth
come.”

May God guide you in the study of HisWord
and find you worthy to escapethesethingsthat are
to come upon theworld. May he give you wisdom
and knowledgeto be abletodistinguish right from
wrong and find thetruth you aresearchingfor.

Part |1 continued in July 2022 Advocate

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour.”
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Danid in the Den

By David Del.ong

Theremay comeatime, in our future, when we are
caledtoremainfaithful to God'sLaw, eveninthemidst
of seemingly certain death. Thiswasthe casewith Danidl
who wasmadethetop of three presidentsin thekingdom
of Darius, who was over the Medesand Persians. The
other two presidentswith 120 princes sought occasion
against Danid through hiskeeping of God'sLaw.

Daniel 6:7-10 informsus: "All the presidents of the
kingdom, the governors, and the princes, thecounsdllors,
and the captains, have consulted together to establisha
royal statute, and to makeafirm decree, that whosoever
shall ask apetition of any God or man for thirty days,
saveof thee, Oking, heshal becast into theden of lions.
Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign thewriting,
that it be not changed, according tothelaw of the Medes
and Pergans, which dtereth not. Whereforeking Darius
signed thewriting and thedecree. Now when Daniel knew
that thewriting was signed, hewent into hishouse; and
hiswindows being open in hischamber toward Jerusa-
lem, he kneeled upon his knees three times aday, and
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did
aforetime.”

Would you be so bold asto disobey aking, apresi-
dent, or some other ruler to keep God's L aw, knowing
that by doing soyou very well could bekilled? Theonly
way for you to know that you would keep God's Law
under such circumstancesisto make up your mind today
that youwill do so. Of coursewewill need God'shelpin
thismatter.

Continuing withthishighly ingpirational story welearn:
"Then these men assembled, and found Dani€l praying
and making supplication beforehisGod. Thenthey came
near, and spake before the king concerning theking’s
decree; Hast thou not signed adecree, that every man
that shall ask apetition of any God or man within thirty
days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of
lions? Theking answered and said, Thethingistrue, ac-
cording tothe law of theMedes and Persians, which
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dtereth not. Then answered they and said beforetheking,
That Daniel, whichisof the children of the captivity of
Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that
thou hast signed, but maketh his petition threetimesa
day. Thentheking, when he heard thesewords, was sore
displeased with himself, and set hisheart on Daniel to
ddiver him: and helabouredtill thegoing down of thesun
to deliver him. Then these men assembled unto theking,
and said unto theking, Know, O king, that thelaw of the
Medesand Persiansis, That no decreenor statute which
theking establisheth may be changed. Thentheking com-
manded, and they brought Dani€l, and cast himinto the
den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Danidl,
Thy God whom thou servest continually, hewill deliver
thee. And astone was brought, and laid upon the mouth
of theden; and theking sealed it with hisown signet, and
withthe signet of hislords; that the purpose might not be
changed concerning Danid" (Daniel 6:11-17).

We know that the Lord'sangel shut the mouthsof the
lionsso that Daniel wasnot hurt. But think about the atti-
tude of Daniel'sthreefriends, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego just beforethey werethrown into afurnace of

fire:"If it be so, our Godwhomweserveisableto ddiver
usfrom the burning fiery furnace, and hewill deliver us
out of thine hand, O king. But if not, beit known unto
thee, O king, that wewill not servethy gods, nor worship
thegoldenimagewhichthouhast set up” (Danid 3:17,18).
Whether they wereddivered or not they weredetermined
tofollow God'sLaw.

The positivewitness of Daniel and histhreefriends
actudly changed themindsof Nebuchadnezzar and Darius
about the God whom they worshipped. A positive wit-
nessawayshbringsabout glory to God. Weread in Danidl
6:25-28: "Then king Dariuswrote unto all people, na
tions, and languages, that dwell inal the earth; Peace be
multiplied unto you. | makeadecree, That in every do-
minion of my kingdom men trembleand fear beforethe
God of Danidl: for heistheliving God, and stedfast for
ever, and hiskingdom that which shall not be destroyed,
and hisdominion shal beevenuntotheend. Heddivereth
and rescueth, and heworketh sgnsand wondersin heaven
and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power
of thelions. SothisDanid prosperedinthereignof Darius,
andinthereign of CyrusthePersan.”

Eves on Go00

Keep Your
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Test Your Bible Knowledge

1 3
4 5
6
7 8 9
10

JUDGES

ACROSS

1. Was a half brother to I saac

7. Killed 600 men with an ox goad
9. King of Moab, was a very fat man

10. Second judge of I srael

Crossword Puzze Answers found on page 11
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People in the Bible

DOWN

2. Only female judge in the Bible

3. Tried to be first king of 1srael

4. Srongest of the Judges

5. Killed Sisera with a tent nail

6. Helped lead | srael against army of Sisera

8. Defeated Midianites with army of 300
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PROPHECY —
For our days...

COMMENTARIES
ABOUT Il PETER 3:7-12

By: MoisesTorresM.

Il Peter 3:7, says: “But the heavens and the earth,
which are now, by the same word are kept in store,
reserved untofireagaing theday of judgment and perdition
of ungodly men.”

Weknow the old world wasdestroyed with water
inauniversal flood, but this verse saysthistime “the
heavensand theearth, which arenow,...arekept in store,
reserved untofireagaing theday of judgment and perdition
of ungodly men.”

Thisactua world, heavensand earth, are kept or
reserved by the same WORD OF GOD unto the fire
against THE DAY OF JUDGMENT and perdition of
ungodly men. Thiswill beat thereturn of the Lord Jesus
Christwhowill comeasathief inthenight; inwhichthe
heavens shall passaway with agreat noise. Let usread
verse 10: “But theday of theLord will comeasathief in
thenight; inthewhichthe heavensshall passaway witha
great noise, and thedementsshal | melt with fervent heet,
theearth dso and theworksthat aretherein shal beburned

up.”

NOTE: Thephrase“With agreat noise’ refersto
the sudden return of the Lord and hisjudgment onthis
world. (Read Matthew 25:6). The book of Hebrews
makesareferencethat givesmorelight onthis: “Whose
voicethen shook the earth: but now he hath promised,
saying, Yet oncemore| shake not theearth only, but aso
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heaven” (Hebrews 12:26).

When it says* and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat” suggests all type of matter and useless
energies(fuds, petroleum, gas, cilsand al typeof energies)
that man hascreated and has polluted theearth. Everything
that iscorrupt, useless, polluted, spoiled, whether itis
men or animalsand al typesof matter will be destroyed.
Man has created devastating energies, harmful elements,
matters, and chemical sthat have poisoned God'screstion,
andthey will haveto pay for that. (Revelation 11:18). The
Lordwill destroy al these*dements’. Let usimaginethe
“great noisg” whendl of thiscomesto happeninthe*” day
of theLord.” Thisdoesnot mean that theentireworld
asaplanet will be extinguished or disappear from
thisuniver se, but it will be changed “likeagarment”.
Everything will berenewed or restored. (Acts3:21).

“And, Thou, Lord, inthebeginning hast laid the
foundation of theearth; and the heavensaretheworks of
thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and
they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a
vestureshat thoufold them up, and they shal be changed:
but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.”
(Hebrews1:10-12). Verse 13in |1 Peter chapter 3 says:
“Neverthelesswe, according to hispromise, look for new
heavensand anew earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”

The global warming, big fires, strong floods
everywhereand many other kindsof dissstersareaprelude
of thisprophecy fulfilment.

Onelast advicetheApostlegivestothechurchin
thischapter is. “ Yetherefore, bel oved, seeing ye know
thesethingsbefore, bewarelest yea so, being led away
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own
stedfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To himbeglory both
now and for ever. Amen.” (Verse 17-18).

Answersto Test Your BibleKnowledge
crosswor d puzzleon page 10:
Across- 1.Midian 7.Shamgar 9.Eglon 10.Ehud
Down - 2.Debor ah 3.Abimelech 4.Samson
5.Jael 6.Barak 8.Gideon
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AN IMPORTANT ROLE MODEL

By Carol Buechner

Every JuneintheUnited States, fathersare given spe-
cial recognitiononaday caled "Father'sDay.” Thisisa
timewhen familiesget together for picnics, givegiftsto
fathers and do other special activities. Have you ever
thought about what makesafather so specia andwhy he
should haveaday of recognition? What isafather'sduty?

TheBiblegivesclear directionsconcerningtherole
of afather inraising achild. Study thefollowing versesto
find out how God expectsafather to perform.

Ephesians 6:4: "And, yefathers, provoke not your
childrentowrath: but bring them up in the nurtureand
admonition of theLord."

Colossans 3:21: "Fathers, provokenot your children
to anger, lest they bediscouraged.”

Proverbs22:6: "Trainup achildintheway heshould
go: and when heisold, hewill not depart fromit.”

Inthesethreeshort verses, therearesevera key words
that areimportant to understand. Thefirst wordisPRO-
VOKE. It meansto stir up fegling, inciteor eventease by
doing or saying thingsto achildinacrue way. Theresult
isthe second key word, WRATH. Wrathisanger or in-
dignation caused by something unjust or mean. Theresult
isthethird key word, DISCOURAGEMENT. Thismeans
to take away confidence or courage and to dishearten.
Thenext key wordisNURTURE. Thisactionisfostering
loving and affectionate care, attention and guidance. The
next key wordiSADMONITION. Thisisgiving gentle
and loving guidance and teaching those thingsthat are
right and wrong. Thelast key wordisTRAIN. It means
to teach and instruct. How can thisbe summarized? Fa-
thersareto teach and train their children with loveand
affection, encouragingthemtodowhat isright. Theremust
beaba ance of ingtruction and disciplinethat will encour-
ageachildtodevelop hisor her owntaentsand abilities.
Thebaancewill not provokeachildinto rebelion but will
help him or her to become amature adult.

Thefather MUST betheright kind of rolemodel for

PAGE TWELVE

achild. A rolemodel issomeoneto turnto for guidance
anddirection. Itissomeoneto emulateand try to belike.
Thefather must therefore beliving and acting inagodly
way. You may have heard the expression, "Do as| say,
not asl do." Thisiscertainly not theway afather should
react. Thefather must betheexampleinwhat he DOES
and inwhat he SAY S. Have you ever seen aparent be-
comeangry and out of control, chastisng achild verbaly
and physically and then become upset when theachild
actsinthe same manner? Father, are you therole model
you should befor your child?

Theearthly father hasarolemode tofollow to help
him betheright kind of father. Thisrolemodel isthe Fa-
ther in heaven. "Thisthen isthe messagewhichwe have
heard of him, and declare unto you, that God isLIGHT,
andinhimisnodarknessat al" (I John 1.5). God isthe
onewhowill show theearthly fatherstheright way togo
because hegivesthelight tofollow. Earthly fathersmust
striveto follow the path of God to be ableto do an ad-
equatejob of raisingachild. " Shew methy waysO LORD,;
teach methy paths. Lead meinthy truth, and teach me:
for thou art the God of my salvation; ontheedo | wait all
theday...All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth
unto such askeep hiscovenant and histestimonies' (Psalm
25:4-5, 10). If afather looksto the heavenly Father for
guidance, histask of fatherhood will be morestable.

Contemplate how youwouldfed if theheavenly Fa-
ther acted asmany earthly fathersdo. What if the heav-
enly Father wasthereonly occasionally tolistento your
prayers, took littleinterest inwhat you weredoing, never
madeyou fed good about yourself, never gaveyouwords
of encouragement and only paid attention to you when
you were doing something wrong or misbehaving?lItis
saidinthe United Statesthat the average child spends
seven hoursaday watching television but only fivemin-
utesaday with hisor her father. Can fathersbedoing an
adequatejob if thisistrue? Fathers, stop and think about
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thetimeyou spend with your children. Your heavenly Fa-
therisalwaysavailable. Areyou?Your heavenly father
never leavesyou or forsakesyou. Isn't thiscomforting to
know? Shouldn't your childrenfed the samecomfort from
you?
TheBiblehastwointeresting examplesof fathersthat
will show the contrast of fatherly care. Thefirst father to
consider isJacob (Israel). How did herespond asafa-
ther?"Now Israel loved Joseph morethan all hischil-
dren, because hewasthe son of hisold age: and hemade
him acoat of many colours. And when hisbrethren saw
that their father loved himmorethan al hisbrethren, they
hated him, and coul d not spesk peaceably untohim” (Gen-
esis 37:3-4). Jacob had twelve sons, but hefavored Jo-
seph. Apparently helavished hisattention on Joseph and
neglected the other sons. Jacob even had a special coat
madefor Joseph towear. Thisinfuriated the brothers. As
aresult, they hated Joseph. The story continuesthat the
brothersplotted to kill Joseph, but instead they sold him
asadavetoapassing caravan. Thebrothersput animal
blood on Joseph'sbeautiful coat so that Jacob thought his
son had been killed by awild animal. Jacob was devas-
tated. Should Jacob or any father havefavoritesamong
hischildren? Theresultscan bedrastic.

Thesecond father to considerisDavid. Davidliveda
lifeof war and certainly must have been away fromhome
frequently. Likeal humans, David sinned. Hewasblessed
with ason, Solomon. As Solomon grew up he probably

saw hisfather going before God asking for forgiveness.
Heprobably heard many of the Psdlmsthat David wrote
and sang. It must have been inspiring to Solomon to hear
hisfather praising and thanking God. When David knew
that it wastimefor him to die and that Solomon would
take his place as king David had fatherly advice for
Solomon. David's parting wordsto Solomon must have
filled hisheart with courageand determination. " And thou,
Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and
servehimwithaperfect heart and withawillingmind: for
the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the
imaginationsof thethoughts: if thou seek him, hewill be
found of thee; but if thou forsakehim, hewill cast thee off
for ever. Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen thee
to build an housefor the sanctuary: bestrong, anddoit...
And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and of
good courage, and doit: fear not, nor be dismayed: for
the LORD God, even my God, will bewith thee; hewill
not fail thee, nor forsakethee, until thou hast finished all
the work for the service of the house of the LORD" (I
Chronicles28:9-10, 20). What son or daughter wouldn't
beinspired with such admonition?Rather than using nega:
tivewordsthat are used so often, try encouraging words.
Encourageyour child each day withwordssuch as"Be
strong and courageous, and fear not." Remind them that
Godiswiththemat al times.

Thetrend today is absentee fathers. So many homes
have only one parent, the mother. Thisleavesthe burden
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onthemother toraisethechildren, anditissuchadifficult
task. In many homesthefather works morethan onejob
so that the family can have more material things. This
meansthat thefather isnot homevery muchto help with
raising thechildren. Thisgrestly affectsthechildren'sde-
velopment. Which ismoreimportant--material posses-
sionsor being therefor your children?

Fathers, areyou therolemodel for your childrenthat
you should be?Areyoutraining them and nurturing them
with godly admonition?Areyou living the examplethat
youwant for your children?Areyou consistent? Doyou
show favoritism?Areyour wordspostivemorethan nega-
tive? Isthe heavenly Father your role model? Do you
frequently read your manua of ingtruction, theBible?Do
you earnestly pray for your children? Do you pray for
wisdom, understanding the ability to do your best? The
years quickly fly by. Don't let the chance go to be the
father you should be.

May God blessall fathersand givethem the strength
they needtoraisetheir childrenin agodly fashion. May
everyone praise God and thank Him for thefathersHe
hasgiventhem.
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"For they that are after theflesh do mind the things of
theflesh; but they that are after the Spirit thethingsof the
Spirit. For to be carnally minded isdeath; but to be spiri-
tualy mindedislifeand peace. Becausethecarnd mindis
enmity againgt God: for it isnot subject tothelaw of God,
neither indeed can be. So then they that arein theflesh
cannot please God. But yearenot intheflesh, but inthe
Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God dwell inyou. Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, heisnoneof his.
Andif Christ beinyou, thebody isdead because of sin;
but the Spirit islife because of righteousness. But if the
Spirit of him that raised up Jesusfrom the dead dwell in
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quickenyour mortal bodiesby hisSpirit that dwellethin
you. Therefore, brethren, wearedebtors, not totheflesh,
toliveafter theflesh. For if yeliveafter theflesh, yeshdll
die: butif yethrough the Spirit do mortify the deedsof the
body, yeshall live. For asmany asareled by the Spirit of
God, they arethe sonsof God" (Romans 8:5-14).

Therearetwo naturesin achild of God, onecalled the
fleshly nature (old man) and onecalled the spiritua nature
(new man). It depends upon which naturewefollow, or
walk after, to determineif wewill livewith God or die
with thedevil. In Romans 7:15-18 we seethe struggle
that the A postle Paul (and thusall believers) aregoing
through. "For that which | do| dlow not: for what | would,
that do | not; but what | hate, that do 1. If then | do that
which | would not, I consent unto thelaw that it isgood.
Now thenitisnomorel that doit, but sinthat dwellethin
me. For | know that inme (that is, inmy flesh,) dwelleth
no good thing: for towill ispresent with me; but how to
performthat whichisgood | find not.”

All believerswill gothrough thisstruggle. Welove God
and the Lord Jesus Christ. Welovethe Bible and study-
ing its precepts. We love going to church and
fellowshipping with other believers. Weknow and want
todowhat isright. And yet, sometimes, wefail and do
thevery thingsthat we hate. Paul wrote: "Now thenitis
nomorel that doit, but sinthat dwellethinme.” The"l"
herereferstothenew man. "Sinthat dwellethinme" isthe
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old man. Thenew manwantsdesperately to dowhat
isright. Theold man, however, till wantsto dowhat
iswrong.

Paul issaying that wearenot counted asbeingin
thefleshif the Spirit of God dwellsinus. Wereadin
Romans8:9: "But yearenot intheflesh, butinthe
Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God dwell inyou.
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Chrigt, heis
noneof his" Verseonegivesusthisassurance: "There
istherefore now no condemnation to them which
arein Christ Jesus, whowalk not after theflesh, but
after the Spirit." Aslong asGod's Spirit indwellsthe
believer, andthebeliever ismaking asincereattempt
towalk after the Spirit, then thereisno condemna-
tion to the believer. God knowsthat wewill some-
timesfail becausesin also dwellswithin usat the
present. But even so thereisno condemnation to
the believer. Christ'sgrace coversthebeliever so
that God looksat His Son'srighteousnessin us, not
ours.

That, however, does not give the believer ali-
censeto sin. God looks at the heart and He knows
if the personissincerein hisor her attempt towalk
after the Spirit. If aperson decidestowalk after the
fleshtheresult will be death. Paul wrote about the
worksof thefleshin Galatians5:19-21: "Now the
works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations,
wrath, gtrife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders,
drunkenness, revellings, and suchlike: of thewhich
| tell you before, as| havedsotoldyouintimepas,
that they which do such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God."

Whenwesin, andfail theLord, we must repent
of thewrongdoing. Thisisto keep our fellowship
with the Lord from being broken. For instance, the
membersof the Churchin Ephesushad anumber of
good thingsthat they were doing (see Revelation
2:2-3). However, they still had somethingsthat the
Lord Jesus held against them. Weread in Revela
tion 2:4-5: "Neverthel ess| have somewhat against
thee, becausethou hast | eft thy first love. Remem-
ber thereforefrom whencethou art fallen, and re-
pent, and do thefirst works; or elsel will comeunto
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thee quickly, and will removethy candlestick out of hisplace,
except thou repent.” Repentance was necessary to keep their
felowshipdivewiththelL ord.

Ephesians4:30tellsus: "And grieve not the holy Spirit of
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” Sur-
rounding thisverseweread: " That ye put off concerning the
former conversation the old man, whichiscorrupt according
tothedecetful lusts; And berenewed inthe spirit of your mind;
Andthat ye put on the new man, which after God iscreatedin
righteousnessand true holiness. Wherefore putting away lying,
speak every man truthwith hisneighbour: for wearemembers
one of another. Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go
down upon your wrath: Neither give placetothedevil. Let him
that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, workingwith
hishandsthething whichisgood, that hemay haveto giveto
him that needeth. L et no corrupt communication proceed out
of your mouth, but that which isgood to the use of edifying,
that it may minister grace unto the hearers...L et al bitterness,
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put
away fromyou, withal maice’ (Ephesians4:22-29,31). These
snsgrievetheHoly Spirit.

Paul wroteto the Galatianswith thesewords: "For, breth-
ren, yehave been called untoliberty; only usenot liberty for an
occasion to theflesh, but by love serve oneanother. For dl the
law isfulfilledinoneword, eveninthis, Thou shalt lovethy
neighbour asthyself. But if ye bite and devour one another,
take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. This| say
then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil thelust of the
flesh. For thefleshlugteth againgt the Spirit, and the Spirit againgt
theflesh: and theseare contrary theoneto the other: sothat ye
cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the
Spirit, yearenot under thelaw" (Galatians5:13-18)

|sit Worth the Pain?

By David DelLong
Isitworth thethrill of sinthat comesupon your soul?
Doyou think that we have much to gain?

For al thepleasureit doesbring, it really takesitstoll,
So, ask yourself, now, isit worththe pain?
DisobediencetotheLordisat the heart of sin,

And death isbut thewagesthat we pay;

So, canweever truly think that wewill ever win
By leaving God, and going our ownway?
Downthroughtimeit hasbeentried, by each and every man,
Goingto beforethetimeof Cain;

So, we can seethat sincethefirst, when man'stime began,
It must be questioned, wasit worththepain?
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BIBLE

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

Takenfrom TheHome Instructor Part | - If you'd liketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 6- THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
QUESTION: Whatissaid of Chrigt'sreturn?

ANSWER: "Andwhen hehad spokenthesethings, while
they beheld, hewastaken up; and acloud received him
out of their sght. And whilethey looked stedfastly toward
heaven ashewent up, behold, two men stood by themin
whiteapparel; Which adso said, Yemen of Galilee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven?thissame Jesus, whichis
taken up from you into heaven, shall so comein like
manner asye have seen him go into heaven" (Acts 1:9-
11).

QUESTION: Christwent away inacloud, with what
will hereturn?

ANSWER: "Behold, hecomethwithclouds' (Revelaion
1.7 first part).
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QUESTION: Christ went away visibly; how shall he
return?

ANSWER: "And every eyeshall seehim" (Revelation
1:7 middlepart).

"Whereforeif they shall say untoyou, Behold, heisinthe
desert; gonot forth: behold, heisinthesecret chambers,
believeit not. For astheligtning cometh out of the east,
and shineth even unto thewest; so shall alsothecoming
of the Son of man be" (Matthew 24:26-27). See also
Isaiah 33:17.

QUESTION: Who specificdly shal seehisreturn?

ANSWER: "Andthey asowhichpierced him: and all
kindreds of theearth shall wail because of him. Even so,
Amen" (Revelation 1.7 last part).

"Andit shall cometo passinthat day, that | will seek to
destroy al thenationsthat comeagainst Jerusalem. And |
will pour uponthehouseof David, and upontheinhabitants
of Jerusalem, the spirit of graceand of supplications: and
they shall look upon mewhom they have pierced, and
they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for hisonly
son, and shall bein bitternessfor him, asonethatisin
bitternessfor hisfirstborn” (Zechariah 12:9-10).

QUESTION: Towhat shall hereturn?

ANSWER: "And hisfeet shdl stand inthat day uponthe
mount of Olives, whichisbefore Jerusalem on the east"
(Zechariah 14:4fird part).

NOTE: Everything prophesiedinActs1:9-11 will be
fulfilled. Christ'ssecond coming will bein two phases.
First to catch the saintsinto the air to escape the seven
last plagues. At thelast plague hisfeet shall stand upon
the Mount of Olives. He went away from the mount of
Olives, and he shall return to the mount of Olives. See
Lesson Numbers7 and 13.

QUESTION: Doweknow thetimeof hisreturn?
ANSWER: "But of that day and hour knoweth no man,
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no, not theangel sof heaven, but my Father only” (Matthew
24:36).

"When they therefore were cometogether, they asked
for him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at thistimerestoreagain
thekingdomto Israel ?And hesaid unto them, Itisnot for
you to know thetimesor the seasons, which the Father
hath put in hisown power" (Acts1:6-7).

NOTE: Inprophecy timemeansayear and timesmeans
more than ayear. So according to the foregoing texts
man will not know the day, hour, month, season of the
year, or theyear, of Christ'sreturn.

QUESTION: How doweknow that Christ'scoming
will dso usher inhiskingdom?

ANSWER: "I chargetheetherefore before God, and
theLord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the
dead at hisappearing and hiskingdom™ (11 Timothy 4:1).

QUESTION: Istherean appointed day for theLordto
come? Does anyone know when that day will be?

ANSWER: "But of that day and hour knoweth no man,
no, not theangel sof heaven, but my Father only...Watch
therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth
come" (Mattthew 24:36,42).

NOTE: Thereisan appointed timefor Jesusto return
for the Saintsat the regping phase. Thisday isnot known
by anyone on this earth. Not even Jesus or the angels
know theday; only God thefather knowsthe appointed
time
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Marks of a Christian

One of the outstanding marks of agodly person has
always been hisconcern for hisfellow man. God com-
mandeditinthelaw (Deuteronomy 10:17-19; 14:27-29;
15:11). They wereto open their handswideto the poor
and needy. They wereto remember how they had beenin
need in Egypt. Jesus scol ded the Pharisees becausethey
kept theletter of thelaw, but did not show mercy (Luke
11:41-42, 46). Heingtructed Hisdisciplesto practicelove
toal - eventother enemies(Luke6:35-38).

Johnsaid you cantell peoplewholove God fromthose
who do not by their lovefor others(l John 3:14, 17-18).
James 2:20telIsusthat "faith without worksisdead.”

What should be our attitude whenwedo give? Should
we givejust because we think we should or should we
givegladly asunto theLord?(Read |1 Corinthians 9:6-
7). In Ezekie 34 the Prophet reproved the " shepherds of
Israel” becausethey did not helpthe sick and needy. The
city of Sodom was destroyed because the people had
plenty of bread but did not giveto the poor and needy.

Haveyou ever written down your prayers?

| am Sister Rebeca Calzada Chavez (member of the
Houston Texas Church). Hereisaprayer | wrote some
monthsago. | wanted to shareit because someone might
benefit from these wordsthat | wrote for my precious
Jesus.

Dear Jesus, I'm here, I'm here knocking at Your
door...it is me (no need to say my name because You
know my voicethrough every prayer and every worship
song). | amlonging for Your holy presencenot only to be
hereinmy heart but | need Youto blow meaway withit;
my heart needs more of you; my soul was madeto be
filledwith You or elsel won't function properly. Some-
timeslifegetsfoggy with everyday choresand burdens
but when | stop and let my body rest, my soul perceives
Your presenceand all of asudden | can hear You, | can
feel You and there You are my precious Jesus. What a
moment of awefinding You next to meembracingmein
Your love!

Dear reader, fal inlovewith Jesusand you'll discover
anunconditional lovethat will marvel you! Heisjust a
prayer away. Jesuslives, Heisin heaven on God'sright
sdewaitingtofill many with Hislove...alovethat over-
passes humans understanding.

PAGE SEVENTEEN




tOOu

For those of us who are close and able to attend a
local church service of the Church of God 7" Day, we
can congder ourselvesvery blessed. Wearethankful for
all of the dedicated ministerswho keep local churches
operating. However, there are many church members
who are not ableto attend achurch servicein person. In
these casesthere are callsin Sabbath servicesthat are
availableaswell asonlinesermons.

One such serviceis sponsored by a member of the
Twelve, Warren*Bud” Randal | and hosted by Pat Evans.
Every week they hogt aninteractive cadl in Sabbath School
for those church memberswho are not ableto attend a
local church serviceinperson. Thecall beginsat 10:45
am EST on Sabbath morning. If youwouldliketocal in
tolisten or participatein this Sabbath school servicethe
call in number is757-809-7356. The pin number you
will be asked to provideis0000#. Thechurchisvery
grateful to Bud and Pat for providing thisfree serviceto
those who want to study the Word of God.

Sermonsarea so availableon our churchweb site
http://churchofgod-7thday.org

Gary Mills
Managing Editor of theAdvocate of Truth
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And to all the Apostles, Ministers and Members of
the Church of God 7th Day who write articles,
poems and send in pictures to this magazine we

say THANK YOU VERY MUCH
as some members do not have a local church to
attend, this magazine keeps them connected to us,
THE FAMILY OF GOD.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI
JONAH DISOBEYSGOD

ScriptureReading: Jonah 1:1-17.
Golden Text: Jonah 1:3 (first part).

" But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from

the presence of the LORD, and went down to
Joppa;..."
NOTE: Jonahwasaminor prophet duringthereign
of Jeroboam I 1. Helabored among the peopleof the
ten tribes, and during this time he was suddenly
called by the Lord to do a dangerous mission. We
will sudy about Jonah and what happenstohim when
he disobeys God.

1. Who was Jonah, and what did God tell him to do?
Jonah 1:1-2.

2. What did Jonah do to fleefrom God? Jonah 1:3.

3. What did God cause to happen to the sea, and what
didthesailorsdo?Jonah 1:4-5.

4. What did the shipmaster say to Jonah, and what was
decided to do at thistime? Jonah 1:6-7.

5. What did the sail ors ask Jonah, and what was hisan-
swer? Jonah 1:8-10.

6. Whenfacedwiththissinby thesailors, what did Jonah
do?Jonah 1:11-12.

7. What did the sailorsdo to Jonah in chapter 1:13-167?

8. What did God preparefor Jonah, and how long was
hethere?Jonah 1:17.

A RIDDLE
| was a prisoner indeed. Yet when they brought to
me another man to sharemy lot, | gave him liberty.
WHOAM [?
(Theanswer isfoundin Il Kings 13:20-21).
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LESSON 1|

JONAH INTHE FISH AND GOINGTO
NINEVEH

ScriptureReading: Jonah 2:1-10; 3:1-10.
Golden Text: Jonah 2:10.

" And the LORD spakeuntothefish, and it vom-
ited out Jonah upon thedry land.”
NOTE: Welast studied how Jonah disobeyed God
and went on board a ship. God caused a storm on
thesea, and Jonah wasthrown overboard. God pre-
pared agreat fish that swallowed Jonah. Wewill now
study what happensto Jonah whilein thefish and on
hisjourney to Nineveh.

1. What did Jonah dowhilein thefish'sbelly? Jonah 2: 1.

2. Read Jonah'sprayer, Jonah 2:2-9, and tell if headmit-
ted hissinand promised to obey God.

3. What did God causeto happen after Jonah's prayer?
Jonah 2:10.

4. What did God ask Jonah to do asecond time? Jonah
3:1-2.

5. Did Jonah do as God asked thistime? Jonah 3:3-4.

6. Didthe people of Nineveh listen to Jonah and obey
God? Jonah 3:5.

7. What did theking of Nineveh proclaimwhen heheard
Jonah'smessage from God? Jonah 3:6-9.

8. Did God sparethecity of Nineveh? Jonah 3:10.

WAITING FOR JESUS by Rae Cross
Jesus will be coming soon,
| pray He will, each day;,
And while | wait I'll do my best
To do what He would do and say.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |1
JONAH ISANGERED

ScriptureReading: Jonah 4:1-11.
Golden Text: Jonah 4:1.

" But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and hewas
veryangry."
NOTE: Inour last lesson, welear ned that God res-
cued Jonah from thefish'sbelly, and Jonah went on
to Nineveh to warn them of their destruction. The
entirecity heeded hiswar nings, repented, and turned
to God. God showed mercy to her peopleand saved
thecity. Wewill now study about Jonah'sanger and
thelesson that God teacheshim.

1. Jonah isangered because God saves Nineveh. What
doeshe pray to God? Jonah 4:1-3.

2. What was God'sreply to Jonah in Jonah 4:47?
3. Wheredid Jonah go? Jonah 4:5.

4. What did God prepare that made Jonah glad? Jonah
4:6.

5. What did God prepare next that made Jonah unhappy?
Jonah 4:7-8.

6. What did God tell Jonahin Jonah 4:9-11? Discussthe
comparison of thegourd to the city of Nineveh.

NOTE: Weshould alsoremember that God haslove
for all nations and that Hisforgiving peace is ex-
tended to all the peopleof theworld.

LESSON IV
REBUILDING THETEMPLE--EZRA
ScriptureReading: Ezral:1-11.
Golden Text: Ezra6:15.

" And thishousewasfinished on thethird day of
the month Adar, which wasin the sixth year of the
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reign of Dariustheking."

NOTE: Whenwestudied |1 Chronicles, welearned
that thechildren of | srael wer etaken captive. Inthe
book of Ezra, wewill lear n of their return from cap-
tivity. They werein captivity for about 70 years.

1. What Persian king captured Babylon? Ezra1:1-2.
2. Whowastheking of Babylon?Ezra2:1.

3. How many Jews returned after the captivity? Ezra
2:64-65.

NOTE: Thistotalsabout 50 thousand.

4. What wasone of thefirst thingsthe peopledid upon
their return? Ezra1l:5.

5. Did they bring the vessel s of the temple with them?
Ezral:7.

6. What king stopped thework? Ezra4:21-24.
7. Whoreversed thisorder?Ezra6:1, 7-8.

8. Who werethe principal workersinthisbuilding? Ezra
5:2.

9. Who was Ezra, and what did he want to do? Ezra
7:1,6,10.
TOSHOW MY THANKS
Father often takesthetime
Topitchaball withme,
Tomakeakite, or fishing go,
or hikebesidethe sea
| know my Father works so hard
Togivemethingsl need,
Clothesand shelter, food and books;
Heismy friend, indeed.
To show my thanksto my fine Dad
| try withal my might
Tothink and say and do thethings
He'staught meto beright.
-Mary Howard Poole
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The Children's Page

Story

OUR GOD-GIVEN FREEDOM

By Hope Caswell

Hi, boysand girls!!!

Herewe are enjoying another summer vacation away
from our school booksand lessons, and freeto play, ride
bikes, swim, play ball, and to do the many other activities
whichareinthehappy livesof children during their sum-
mer vacation.

Asitisnear thetimefor the 4th of July, we beginto
think of noisy celebrationsand loads of fun asalways.

WEell, let'sthink of what the4th of July really is. Itis
really "Independence Day". Doyou al know what that
means? It meansthat on July 4, 1776, Americans ob-
tained their full freedom. That iswhy wearedl freetolive
aswe please, aslong aswe obey thelaws of theland.

Itishardfor usto realize how thankful we should be
to God for thisfreedom until wethink of the many chil-
dreninforeign countrieswho cannot even worship God
asthey please. In someof those countries, youwould be
punished. Just think how terribleit would beif we could
not even read our Biblesand could not pray to God to
thank Himfor Hiskindnessand listening to us, and to ask
Himto guide, and bless us, and keep usaways safe. It
seemsterrible, doesn'tit, but that isthe way some chil-
drenareinthosefaraway countries. That iswhy weshould
think serioudly at least for awhileonthe4th of July. That
iswhy weshould giveasmall portion of that day to God
inprayer, thanking Him for Hisgoodnessto us.

Let'sall usethisfreedom God gave usto the best ad-
vantage. Let each oneof usbealittlemissionary for God,
letting our light shineand telling othersof Jesus.

DAD

4Years. My Daddy can do anything.

7Years. My Dad knowsalot, awholelot.

8Years: My father doesn't know quite everything.

12 Years. Oh, well, naturally Father doesn't know that
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ather.

14 Years. Father?Hopelessy old-fashioned.

21 Years: Oh, that manisout of date, what did you ex-
pect?

25Years. Heknowsalittlebit about it, but not much.
30Years: Must find what Dad thinksabout it.

35Years Alittlepatience; let'sget Dad'smeaning first.
50Years. "What would Dad have thought about that?
60Years. My Dad knew literdly everything.

65: Years: | wish| couldtak it over with Dad oncemore.

Father's Day

Many times we do not realize how much our dear
Daddy doesfor us. Heworksall thetimeand doeshard
work sotherest of uscan eat and live. Daddysareredly
wonderful people, aren't they? L et's seejust how much
we cando for our Dad so that he can rest when Hecomes
home from working all day for us. We could keep the
lawn mowed, keep the porch cleaned off, feed the ani-
mals(if we haveany to feed) and many other littlechores
whichwecoulddotohelp him.

You must remember, too, that you have not only an
earthly father, but also aheavenly Father, who watches
over and caresfor you at all time. Heeven doesmorefor
you than Daddy does because Heiswith you and pro-
tectsyouwherever you go, evenif you don't know it. We
might call every Sabbath Father's Day becauseitisthe
Lord'sDay. Onthisday, we should try to do all we can
for our heavenly Father. We can read Bible stories, sing
little hymns, etc. for thistruly pleases God.

Wouldn'tit befunto seejust how muchwecandofor
our fathersto make them happy and to make us better
littlechildren.

A good memory verse to learn is Exodus 20:12,
"Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy daysmay be
long upontheland whichthe LORD thy God giveththee."
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The Children's Page Games and Puzzles

Listed below are words from the Bible story of David and Goliath.
Review this exciting story as you fit the words into the puzzle below.
Use DAVID and GOD to help you get started.

Two-letter, three-letter words: Go, God.

Four-letter words: Army, Lord, lamb, Saul, fell, sunk, Gath.
Five-letter words. Giant, David, youth, spear, three, brass, Jesse, dling.
Six-letter words: | srael, afraid, cursed, armour.
Seven-letter words: Morning, deliver, Goliath.
Eleven-letter word: Philistines.

God Helped David -
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DAD'S GIFT
by DelwinDel.ong

A hammer, tool, or fishing line -
Are things Dads like to get
To build and fix in their spare time,
Or fish while getting wet.

We like to give our Dads a gift,
Because it's Father's Day;,
And they are always there to lift
And guide us on life's way.

A godly Dad will lead his kids,
And keep them in God's plan;
His example shows his child just how
To live a life that's grand.

The greatest gifts that Dad can give
Arethose found in his heart;
They help his child know how to live,
And how to stand apart
From all temptations and from sins,
And Satan'sfiery dart.







