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OUR FOUNDING

By David Royer

While speaking with abrother in Panama, heinspired me
towritethisarticle. He said that the problem with the
United Statesisthat our country ismoving further from
our founding principles, based on Judeo-Christian va ues.

In our current worldly day-to-day environment, the
popular view isthat the United Stateswasfounded by
secular, white men who were not religious. This
revisionist’sassertion isuntrue and an effort to change
history. Regardlessof what’s being written and taught
today, wearetheonly nation built uponthe Chrigtianfaith!

Most of the early colonists considered themselves
Chrigtians. Differing Christian groups often believed that
their practices and faiths provided unique values that
needed protection against thosewho disagreed, driving a
need for rules and regulations. Source: https://
www.facinghistory.org/nobigotry/religion-colonial-
america-trends-regulations-and-beliefs

The key Founders who were most responsible for the
documents, such asthe Declaration of Independenceand
Congtitution, intended a FREE nation based on biblical
mord virtues.

Even though there were afew Agnostics during early
colonia times, most of our foundersbelievedthat religion
was necessary for maintaining moral virtueand assumed
that the nationwould remain culturaly Chrigtian.
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(%Cééenénce
Day B

s a time to remember
our freedoms and _.
thank God for thei.. —

Source: Constituting America, https://constitutingamerica.org/

Chrigtianity’s influence on American law was most
pronounced in the colonial era, especialy in New
England’s Puritan commonwealths. Early colonial laws
drew extensively from biblica sources, especialy Mosaic
law as interpreted within the colonists’ theological
traditions. Christianity also contributed to an evolving
condtitutiond traditioninthecoloniesand, later, thenewly
independent states, culminating inthe U.S. Congtitution
framedin 1787.

Source: Published online by Cambridge University Press: 24
June 2019 https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/great-
christian-jurists-in-american-history/introduction-christianity-
and-american-law/5AEA44725A0BSOCCA D5DDD2252D8148E

Hereisasampling of statements made by our original
stlers, founding fathers, and government leaders:

* Before establishing the 13 colonies of England,
the Mayflower Compact was signed on the
ship Mayflower before landing at Plymouth,
Massachusetts. ThisPilgrim Charter of 1620 statesin
the preamble that its purpose was to advance the
enlargement of the Chritian religion to theglory of God
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Almighty.”

Source: Constituting America https://constitutingamerica.org/

* When Maryland was chartered in 1632 asone of
the 13 colonies, they wrote, *” We aremotivated with the
piouszed for extending the Christianreligion.”

* The 1776 Declaration of Independence, drafted
by Thomas Jefferson and edited by hisfellow delegates,
contains atheory of rightsthat depends on a Supreme
Being, not man, for itsvalidity. The Declaration states
that “al men are created equd, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unaienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

Noticethat our Foundersrecognized God asaninvaluable
part of thefounding of thiscountry.

(Note: If you would like a copy of the Declaration of
Independence, go to https://constitutionus.com/additional -
documents/free-pdf-of -us-decl arati on-of -independencey)

Commentary onthe Declaration of Independence: 1. “ Yet,
eveninthemidst of declaring the United Statesto bea
new, independent nation asametter of right, theconcluding
paragraph hastwo important referencesto God.

Thefirstisan apped “to the Supreme Judge of theWorld
for the Rectitude of our Intentions.” Thisisaremarkable
thing for abunch of “rebels’ to proclaim. Itiscommon
for arebel to beginwith therg ection of human authority
and quickly follow with theregjection of divineauthority.
Thiswasnot the attitude of America sfounders.

They believedinthehigher law that comesfrom God, and
by thisappesdl, they acknowledgetheir duty of obedience
to God bothinword, action, and evenintheir intentions.
Inthemidst of declaring their independencefrom England,
they declared their dependence on God.

The second referenceto God inthelast paragraph of The
Declaration of Independence comesinthelast sentence:
"Andfor thesupport of thisDedlaration, withafirm Reliance
ontheProtection of divine Providence, wemutualy pledge
to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred
Honor."
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Thisagain echoesthe theme of dependenceon God. In
thefirstinstance, they proclaimed that their heartswere
right before God; thislast sentence proclaimsthat the
success of their efforts depended entirely on God's

intervening protection.”
Source: Constituting America, https://constitutingamerica.org/

* George Washington, in hisfarewell speech on
Sept. 19, 1796 said, “ It isimpossibleto govern theworld
without God and theBible.”

* JohnAdams, 2™ President said, “ Our Congtitution
wasmadeonly for moral and religious people.”

* Thomas Jefferson, 39 President said, “Believing
withyouthat rdigionisameatter which liessolely between
Man & hisGod, that he owes account to none other for
hisfaith or hisworship, that the legitimate powers of
government reach actions only, & not opinions, |
contemplatewith sovereign reverencethat act of thewhole
American peoplewhich declared that their legidlature
should *make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting thefree exercisethereof,’” thus
building awall of separation between Church & State.”
January 1, 1802

* John Quincy Adams, son of John Adams, and 6"
President said, “The highest glory of the American
Revolutionwasthis; it connected in oneindissolublebond
the principlesof civil government with the principle of
Chrigtianity.” July 4, 1802

* Andrew Jackson, 7th President said, "TheBible
istherock uponwhich our Republicrests.”

* Harry S. Truman, 33 President said, “\We can
al pray. Weall should pray. We should ask for courage,
wisdom, for the quietness of soul which comesaonein
themwho placetheir livesinHishands.”

* Ronald Reagan, 40" President said, “ America
wasfounded by peoplewho believed that God wastheir
rock of safety. | recognizewemust becautiousincaming
that Godison our side, but | think it’sall right to keep
askingif we'reonHisside.”
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* GeorgeBush, 41% President said, " TheLord our
God bewith us, asHewaswith our fathers; may He not
leaveusor forsake us; so that Hemay incline our hearts
toHim, towak inal Hisways...that all peoplesof the
earth may know that the Lord is God; thereisno other.”

Summary

Thisbrief history lesson supportsthat thefoundingof The
United States of Americawasinfluenced and built upon
Chrigtianideasandfaith! Americasfoundersbelievedin
ahigher law from God and acknowledged their duty of
obedienceto God inword, action, and even intentions.
Inthemidst of declaring their independencefrom England,
they declared their dependence on God.

The hopefor thefuture of our country isembodiedina
speech delivered by Dwight Eisenhower, 36" President,
“Without God, there could be no American form of
Government, nor anAmericanway of life. Recognition
of the SupremeBeingisthefirst — themost basic—the
expression of Americanism. Thus, the Founding Fathers
saw it, and thus, with God'shelp, it will continueto be.”

Jesus said, “ ...If ye continue in my word, then are ye
my disciplesindeed; And ye shall know thetruth, and
the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32). No
government can give usfreedom, but what they candois
protect and preserve freedom. God istheAuthor and
His Son, Jesus, providesthe pathto all liberty and true
freedom.

-t&e glory of. lhis‘
mystzry among the Genu(ec; which is-
Christ in you, the hope of gfory.”

(Colossians
1:27 (niv)
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THE HOPE OF GLORY
Deuteronomy 6

When your sons and daughters ask you
About the pagt, in the days to come;
Remember what our Lord taught us

And all the wonderful things He has done.

L ook back on the time of Noah,
The world exceeded the limits of sin;
So the Lord cleansed the earth the first time,
And could find just eight righteous then.

The I sraelites became bondsmen in Egypt,
A life of daveryin aforeign land;
But through miracles, and signs, and wonders
The Lord freed them with His mighty hand.

Hesaid if you keep My commandments,
My statutes and testimonies too;
I'll give you the land that |'ve promised
To the faithful who came before you.

So all I1srael waited for the Savior,
But when He came, they said thiscan't be Him;
They rejected what He tried to teach them,
So the Gentiles were grafted in.

Even though they crucified Jesus,
He was raised, and lives immortal today;
For our sinsHe was sacrificed for us,
And through His words we are taught the way.

Again, He says, keep My commandments,
And the New Covenant | bring to you;
I'll continue to bless you in all things,

And grant the gift eternal life too.

So let us not be forgetful,
And remember what we have to do;
To fear God is the beginning of knowledge,
And the hope of glory is Christ in you.

Pat Evans
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LOOKING BACK

When we cometo God, we must know that Heisa
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him: Thus, if we
look back, it isvery dangerous and detrimental unto us,
asLot'swife, wholooked back and turned into apillar of
sdt. "Andwhenthemorning arose, thentheangelshas-
tened L ot, saying, Arise, takethy wife, and thy two daugh-
ters, which arehere; lest thou be consumedin theiniquity
of thecity...And it cameto pass, when they had brought
them forth abroad, that he said, Escapefor thy life; ook
not behind thee, neither stay thouin all the plain; escape
tothemountain, lest thou be consumed...Thenthe LORD
rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and
firefrom the LORD out of heaven; And he overthrew
thosecities, and al theplain, and al theinhabitantsof the
cities, and that which grew upontheground. But hiswife
looked back from behind him, and shebecameapillar of
salt" (Genesis19:15; 17; 24-26).

Wemust understand when Almighty God appoints
usto do Hiswork, Heawaysequipsusproperly. Thus
He chose Jeroboam to be king and govern theten tribes
of thechildren of Israel well. "And the man Jeroboam
wasamighty man of vaour: and Solomon seeingtheyoung
man that hewasindustrious, hemade himruler over dl
thecharge of thehouse of Joseph. Andit cameto passat
that timewhen Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the
prophet Ahijahthe Shilonitefound himintheway; and he
had clad himsalf with anew garment; and they twowere
aoneinthefield: And Ahijah caught the new garment that
wason him, and rent it in twelve pieces. And hesaid to
Jeroboam, Taketheeten pieces. for thussaiththe LORD,
theGod of Isragl, Behold, | will rend the kingdom out of
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the hand of Solomon, and will givetentribestothee:...
Andit shall be, if thouwilt hearkenunto all that | com-
mand thee, and wilt walk inmy ways, and do that isright
inmy sight, to keep my statutesand my commandments,
asDavid my servant did; that | will bewiththee, and build
theeasurehouse, as| built for David, andwill givelsradl
untothee" (I Kings11:28-31; 38).

"And it cameto pass, when all Israel heard that
Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him
unto the congregation, and madehimking over al |srad:
therewas nonethat followed the house of David, but the
tribe of Judah only. And when Rehoboam wascometo
Jerusalem, heassembled al the house of Judah, withthe
tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and fourscore thousand
chosen men, which werewarriors, to fight against the
house of Isradl, to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam
the son of Solomon. But the word of God came unto
Shemaiahtheman of God, saying, Speak unto Rehoboam,
the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto al thehouse
of Judah and Benjamin, and to theremnant of thepeople,
saying, Thussaiththe LORD, Yeshdl not go up, nor fight
against your brethren thechildren of Isradl: returnevery
man to hishouse; for thisthing isfrom me. They hear-
kened therefore to theword of the LORD, and returned
to depart, according to theword of the LORD" (I Kings
12:20-24).

We see herethat Jeroboam becameking over the
tentribesof thechildren of Isragl aswasprophesied by
Ahijah the prophet, but instead of |ooking to Almighty
God for Hiswisdom and guidance: he set upidolsand
chose priestsfrom thelowest of the people: also hedid
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theofferingson thefifteenth day of the eighth month, in-
stead of thefifteenth day of thefirst month. Thushesinned
miserably: "Whereupon theking took counsel, and made
two calvesof gold, and said unto them, It istoo much for
you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Isradl,
which brought thee up out of theland of Egypt. And he
set theonein Beth-el, and the other put hein Dan. And
thisthing becameasin: for the people went to worship
beforethe one, even unto Dan. And hemade an house of
high places, and made priestsof thelowest of the people,
which were not of the sonsof Levi. And Jeroboam or-
dained afeast inthe eighth month, on thefifteenth day of
themonth, like unto thefeast that isin Judah, and he of -
fered uponthedtar. Sodid hein Beth-d, sacrificing unto
the calvesthat he had made: and heplaced in Beth-€l the
priests of the high places which he had made. So he
offered upon the altar which he had madein Bethel the
fifteenth day of theeighth month, eveninthemonthwhich
he had devised of hisown heart; and ordained afeast
unto thechildren of Isradl: and he offered upon the dtar,
and burntincense" (I Kings12:28-33).

We see here he devised things of hisown heart
and burnedincense, whichwasnot aking'sduty. "There
isaway which seemeth right unto aman, but the end
thereof are the ways of death." We are not to devise
thingsof our own heart, but we ought dwaysto: "Trust in
the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. Inall thy waysacknowledge him,
and heshall direct thy paths' (Proverbs14:12; 3:5-6).

Almighty God desiresfor usto alwaysacknowl-
edgeHim and Hewill direct our path, but Jeroboamtold
thechildren of Israel that the calveswhich hemadewere
their godswhich brought them out of Egypt. But aswe
study the Scriptures, wewill seedifferently. "AndMoses
said unto the peopl e, Fear yenot, stand still, and seethe
salvation of the LORD, which hewill shew toyouto day:
for the Egyptianswhom ye have seento day, yeshall see
them again no morefor ever. The LORD shall fight for
you, andyeshall hold your peace... Thusthe LORD saved
Israel that day out of the hand of the EQyptians, and I srael
saw the Egyptiansdead upon the seashore. And | srael
saw that great work whichthe LORD did uponthe Egyp-
tians: and the peoplefeared the LORD, and believed the
LORD, and hisservant Moses" (Exodus 14:13-14; 30-
31).

Had Jeroboam hearkened unto the command-
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ments and statutes of Almighty God, God would have
been therefor him, but he decided to worshipidolsin-
stead. Thushegot awarning from the prophet; and al-
though hetried to harm the prophet, when he put out his
hand unto him, his hand was withered and the same
prophet had to pray for him, that hewas healed, yet he
did not depart from hisevil ways. "And, behold, there
came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the
LORD unto Bethdl: and Jeroboam stood by the atar to
burnincense. And hecried against thealtar intheword
of theLORD, and said, O dtar, dtar, thussaith the LORD;
Behold, achild shall be born unto the house of David,
Josiah by name; and upontheeshdl heoffer the priestsof
the high placesthat burn incense upon thee, and men's
bones shall be burnt upon thee. And hegaveasignthe
sameday, saying, Thisisthesignwhichthe LORD hath
spoken; Behold, theadtar shall berent, and the ashesthat
are upon it shall be poured out. And it came to pass,
when king Jeroboam heard the saying of theman of God,
which had cried against the altar in Beth-€l, that he put
forthhishand fromthedtar, saying, Lay holdonhim.And
hishand, which heput forth against him, dried up, so that
he could not pull itinagainto him. Thealtar alsowas
rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according
to the sign which theman of God had given by theword
of theLORD. And theking answered and said unto the
man of God, Intreat now theface of the LORD thy God,
and pray for me, that my hand may berestored meagain.
And theman of God besought theLORD, and theking's
hand was restored him again, and became as it was
before...After thisthing Jeroboam returned not from his
evil way, but made again of thelowest of the peoplepriests
of the high places. whosoever would, heconsecrated him,
and he became one of the priestsof the high places. And
thisthing becamesin unto the house of Jeroboam, evento
cut it off, and to destroy it from off theface of the earth”
(I Kings 13:1-6; 33-34).

After hissinful practices, hisson becamesick, and he
asked hiswifeto disguise herself and go to the prophet
Ahijah. Hesent her in disguise becauseit wasthe same
prophet who told him hewould beking, but he must hear-
ken unto thecommandmentsand statutesof Almighty God.
But because he didn't do such, he could not have faced
the prophet, thisleading himto send hiswifeindisguise.
But we must understand we can fool man, but not Al-
mighty God. But sincethemanisaman of God, God will
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definitely bewithhimand guidehim. "Atthat timeAbijah
theson of Jeroboam fell sick. And Jeroboam saidto his
wife, Arise, | pray thee, and disguisethysalf, that thou be
not known to be the wife of Jeroboam; and get theeto
Shiloh: behold, thereisAhijah the prophet, whichtold me
that | should beking over thispeople. And takewith thee
tenloaves, and cracknels, and acruse of honey, and go
to him: heshall tell theewhat shall become of the child.
And Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose, and went to
Shiloh, and cameto thehouse of Ahijah. But Ahijah could
not see; for his eyes were set by reason of hisage” (I
Kings14:1-4).

Neverthel ess, although the prophet could not see prop-
erly, Almighty God guided him becausehedid that which
wasrightinHissight. "Andthe LORD said untoAhijah,
Behold, thewife of Jeroboam cometh to ask athing of
theefor her son; for heissick: thusand thusshalt thou say
unto her: for it shall be, when shecomethin, that sheshdl
feign hersdlf to be another woman. Andit wasso, when
Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, asshecamein at the
door, that he said, Comein, thou wife of Jeroboam; why
feignest thou thyself to be another?for | am sent to thee
with heavy tidings. Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the
LORD God of Isradl, Forasmuch as| exalted theefrom
among the people, and madethee prince over my people
Israel, And rent the kingdom away from the house of
David, and gaveit thee: and yet thou hast not been asmy
servant David, who kept my commandments, and who
followed mewith dl hisheart, to do that only whichwas
rightinmineeyes; But hast doneevil aboveall that were
beforethee: for thou hast goneand madethee other gods,
and molten images, to provoke meto anger, and hast cast
me behind thy back: Therefore, behold, | will bring evil
upon the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from
Jeroboam himthat pisseth againgt thewall, andhimthatis
shut upandleftinlsragl, and will take away the remnant
of thehouse of Jeroboam, asaman taketh away dung, till
itbedl gone. Himthat dieth of Jeroboam inthecity shall
thedogsest; and himthat diethinthefield shall thefowls
of theair eat: for the LORD hath spokenit. Arisethou
therefore, get theeto thine own house: and whenthy feet
enter intothecity, thechild shdl die. And all Israel shall
mourn for him, and bury him: for he only of Jeroboam
shall cometo the grave, becausein himthereisfound
somegood thing toward the LORD God of Israel inthe
house of Jeroboam™ (I Kings14:5-13).
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Thedanger of looking back isso detrimental that the
prophet who prophesi ed agai nst Jeroboam was offered
refreshment and areward for deeds done unto Jeroboam
by him; but the prophet could not partake because the
LORD instructed him that he could not eat bread, nor
drink water, nor go back the same way which he came.
Neverthel essanother prophet deceived him, and hewent
back and did eat and drink with the old prophet. Thusa
lionkilled him on hisway home. "Andtheking said unto
the man of God, Come homewith me, and refresh thy-
sdlf, and | will givetheeareward. And the man of God
said untotheking, If thouwilt give mehalf thine house, |
will not goinwiththee, neither will | eat bread nor drink
water inthisplace: For sowasit charged meby theword
of the LORD, saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor
turn again by the sameway that thou camest. So hewent
another way, and returned not by theway that hecameto
Beth-el. Now theredwelt an old prophet in Beth-€l; and
hissonscameand told him al theworksthat the man of
God had donethat day in Beth-el: thewordswhich he
had spoken unto the king, them they told also to their
father. And their father said unto them, What way went
he? For his sons had seen what way the man of God
went, which camefrom Judah. And hesaid unto hissons,
Saddle metheass. So they saddled him the ass: and he
rodethereon, And went after the man of God, and found
him sitting under an oak: and he said unto him, Art thou
theman of God that camest from Judah?And he said, |
am. Then hesaid unto him, Come homewith me, and est
bread. And hesaid, | may not returnwith thee, nor goin
with thee: neither will | eat bread nor drink water with
theeinthisplace: For it wassaid to me by theword of the
LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there,
nor turn againto go by theway that thou camest. Hesaid
unto him, | am aprophet also asthou art; and an angel
spake unto me by theword of the LORD, saying, Bring
him back with theeinto thinehouse, that hemay ezt bread
and drink water. But helied unto him. So hewent back
with him, and did egt bread in hishouse, and drank water.
Andit cameto pass, asthey sat at thetable, that theword
of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him
back" (I Kings 13:7-20).

"And he cried unto the man of God that came from
Judah, saying, Thussaiththe LORD, Forasmuch asthou
hast disobeyed the mouth of the LORD, and hast not
kept the commandment which the LORD thy God com-
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manded thee, But camest back, and hast eaten bread and
drunk water in the place, of thewhichthe LORD did say
to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcase
shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers. And it
cameto pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had
drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the
prophet whom he had brought back. And when hewas
gone, alionmet him by theway, and slew him: and his
carcasewas cast in theway, and the ass stood by it, the
liona so stood by the carcase. And, behold, men passed
by, and saw the carcase cast intheway, and thelion stand-
ing by the carcase: and they cameandtold it inthecity
wheretheold prophet dwelt. And when the prophet that
brought him back from theway heard thereof, hesaid, It
isthe man of God, who was disobedient unto theword of
the LORD: thereforethe LORD hath delivered him unto
thelion, which hathtorn him, and dain him, according to
the word of the LORD, which he spake unto him" (I
Kings13:21-26).

"And hewent and found his carcase cast in the way,
and the assand thelion standing by the carcase: thelion
had not eaten the carcase, nor torn the ass. And the
prophet took up the carcase of the man of God...And he
laid hiscarcasein hisown grave...And it cameto pass,
after he had buried him, that he spaketo hissons, saying,
When | am dead, then bury mein the sepulchrewherein
theman of God isburied; lay my bonesbeside hisbones:
For the saying which he cried by theword of the LORD
against theatar in Beth-el, and against all the houses of
the high placeswhich areinthecities of Samaria, shall
surely cometopass' (I Kings13:28; 29firdt part; 30first
part; 31-32).

We see herewhat took place because the man of God
was disobedient and instead of listening to God and do-
ing Hiswork properly, he came back to the city to eat
bread just asEsau, for onemorsel of meat, sold hishirth-
right. Amen.

1. Noah 2. wild gourds
3. alittle cake 4. Leah
5. Jonathan 6. arrows
7. Benjamin
8.Gadarenes 9. Sarah
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BIBLE

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

Takenfrom Thelnstructor of Truth Part | - If you'd
liketo receiveahard copy of thisbook, send request to
The Church of God Publishing House, PO. Box 328 Sa-
lem, WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 18B - DANIEL 2 (NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S
DREAM OF THE IMAGE)

QUESTION: How did Daniel answer theking?

ANSWER: "Danid answeredinthepresenceof theking,
and said, The secret which theking hath demanded can-
not thewisemen, theastrol ogers, themagicians, thesooth-
sayers, shew untotheking; But thereisaGod in heaven
that reveal eth secrets, and maketh known to the king
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy
dream, and thevisionsof thy head upon thy bed, arethese;
Asfor thee, O king, thy thoughtscameinto thy mind upon
thy bed, what should cometo passthereafter: and hethat
revesl eth secrets maketh known to theewhat shall come
to pass. But asfor me, thissecret isnot revealed to me
for any wisdom that | have morethan any living, but for
their sakesthat shal makeknowntheinterpretationtothe
king, and that thou mightiest know the thoughts of thy
heart" (verses 27-30).

PAGE NINE




QUESTION: What had theking seen?

ANSWER: "Thou, Oking, sawest, and behold agreat
image. Thisgreat image, whose brightnesswasexcellent,
stood beforethee; and theform thereof wasterrible” (verse
31).

QUESTION: Of what metals were the head, breast,
arms, belly and thighs composed?

ANSWER: "Thisimage's head was of fine gold, his
breast and hisarms of silver, hisbelly and histhighs of
brass’ (verse 32).

QUESTION: Of what werethelegsand feet composed?

ANSWER: "Hislegsof iron, hisfeet part of iron and
part of clay” (verse 33).

QUESTION: What did hefinaly see?

ANSWER: "Thou sawest till that astonewas cut out
without hands, which smotetheimage upon hisfeet that
wereof iron and clay, and brakethem to pieces’ (verse
34).

QUESTION: What happened to theimage?

ANSWER: "Thenwastheiron, theclay, the brass, the
silver, and the gold, broken to piecestogether, and be-
camelikethechaff of the summer threshingfloors, and the
wind carried them away, that no place was found for
them..." (verse 35, first part).

QUESTION: What didthe stonebecomeandwhat did
itfill?

ANSWER: "...and the stonethat smote theimage be-
cameagreat mountain, andfilled thewholeearth” (verse
35, last part).

QUESTION: Who wasthe head of gold?
ANSWER: "Thou, Oking, art aking of kings: for the

God of heaven hath given thee akingdom, power, and
strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men
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dwell, the beasts of thefield and thefowls of the heaven
hath he giveninto thine hand, and hath madetheeruler
over themall. Thou art thishead of gold” (verses37-38).

NOTE: Thisreignof Nebuchadnezzar |asted from 603-
538 B.C. or aperiod of 65 years.

QUESTION: What thenwould arise?

ANSWER: "And after thee shall ariseanother kingdom
inferior tothee, and another third kingdom of brass, which
shall bear ruleover al theearth” (verse 39).

NOTE: AsBabylonwasknown asthegolden kingdom,
Medo-Persawasthes|ver, and Greciathe brass. Medo-
Persia, represented by the breast and arms of theimage,
lasted from 538-331 B.C., aperiod of 207 years. The
Grecian kingdom represented by the belly and thighsex-
isted from 331-168 B.C., aperiod of 163 years. There-
forethe head, breast, arms, belly and thighs existed a
combined total of 435 years. These dates are the ap-
proximate datesrecorded by history.

QUESTION: Towhat wasthe fourth kingdom com-
pared?

ANSWER: "Andthefourth kingdom shall bestrong as
iron: forasmuch asiron breaketh in piecesand subdueth
al things. andasironthat breakethdl these, shdll it bresk
inpiecesand bruise” (verse 40).

NOTE: Romeisknowninhistory astheiron monarchy.
She existed asakingdom from 168 B.C. -476 A.D., a
period of 644 years. We see that the legswhich repre-
sented theiron monarchy of Romewere somewhat longer
than the body whichisnot an oddity in theimage of man.
Herethepardld of thefourth beast uponwhichthewoman
sitsin Revelation 17 is complete. Once the woman or
church took over the power of the beast, the prophecy of
the beast asaseparate entity isnot resumed until thetime
when thewoman shall be destroyed.

QUESTION: Inwhat condition are the feet and the
toes?

ANSWER: "Andwhereasthou sawest thefeet and toes,
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part of potters clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall
bedivided; but there shall beinit of the strength of the
iron, forasmuch asthou sawest theiron mixed with miry
clay" (verse4l).

NOTE: Asdated above, prophecy and history leave off
with the Roman Empireasaseparateentity in 476 A.D.
Prophecy, however, picksit up again with information of
thefeet. Thefeet werenot formedimmediately following
476 A.D. Itisour generation that hasbeen livinginthe
period of theforming of thefeet so that theten toescan
beformed shortly beforethe L ord takesover the nations.

QUESTION: What isthe condition of thetoes?

ANSWER: "And asthe toes of the feet were part of
iron, and part of clay, sothekingdom shal bepartly strong,
and partly broken" (verse42).

QUESTION: How doesDaniel bring usdown to the
present?

ANSWER: "Andwhereasthou sawest ironmixed with
miry clay, they shall minglethemselveswith the seed of
men: but they shall not cleave oneto another, even as
ironisnot mixed with clay” (verse43).

NOTE: Thishas been the condition of the European
nationssinceWorld War |. Marriage and tradewith men
of al nationshasbeen increasing. Thecommon market of
Europeisthe beginning evidence that theten toes are
soon to beformed. Thetentoesof Daniel 2 and theten
hornsof Revelation 17 are synonymous. They shall not
cleave oneto another so they continue asten separate
entitiesor nationsbut will combineto makethebeast srong
again after the Roman churchisdestroyed.

QUESTION: What will happen inthedaysof theten
toesor kings?

ANSWER: "And inthe days of these kings shall the
God of heaven set up akingdom, which shall never be
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be |€eft to other
people, but it shall break in piecesand consumeadl these
kingdoms, andit shall stand for ever" (verse44).
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NOTE: Inthedaysof thetentoesthe Fifth Universa
Kingdom shall be established on earth by Jesus Christ.

QUESTION: How had God made this known to the
king?

ANSWER: "Forasmuch asthou sawest that the stone
was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it
brakein piecestheiron, thebrass, theclay, theslver, and
the gold; the great God hath made known to the king
what shall cometo passhereafter: andthedreamiscer-
tain, and theinterpretation thereof sure” (verse45).

NOTE: Thelittle stonerepresentsthe kingdom of God
that will grow during Chris'smillennia reignuntil it fillsthe
wholeearth.

QUESTION: What then did theking do?

ANSWER: "Thentheking Nebuchadnezzar fell upon
hisface, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that
they should offer an obl ation and sweet odoursunto him”
(verse46).

QUESTION: What did he confess?

ANSWER: "Thekinganswered unto Daniel, and said,
Of atruthitis, that your God isa God of gods, and a
Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou
couldest reved thissecret” (verse47).

QUESTION: What positiondid hegive Daniel?

ANSWER: "Thentheking made Daniel agreat man,
and gave him many grest gifts, and made him ruler (gov-
ernor) over thewhole province of Babylon, and chief of
thegovernorsover al thewise men of Babylon" (verse
48).

QUESTION: DidDanid forget hiscompanions?
ANSWER: "Then Danidl requested of theking, and he
set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs

of the provinceof Babylon: but Daniel sat inthe gate of
theking" (verse49).
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A problem had occurred in Great Britain called mad
cowsdisease. It seemed to be a neurological disease
that wasfound and could be passed on to humans. Be-
causeit takesawhilefor it to show up in your body, alot
of peoplein Gresat Britain quit eating beef.

Many peoplewere concerned about their health on
thisissue.

We had aspeaker at our school recently, who spoke
about AIDS. Thespeaker held upasignthat said thisis
apictureof apersonwith AIDS. The persondidn’tlook
any different thanregular children. Thewholepointis
that you don't know who hasAIDS. Hewent onto point
out that the best way of not getting AIDSisto obey God's
laws, stay pureand stay monogamousin your marriage.
Make sureyou obey God'slawsand youwon't get this
disease. You don't know who hasit or how they got it.
When wekeep God'slaws, wewill be kept from those
things

It seemsthat people get very concerned when they
know about thosethingsthat will affect them. What about
theunclean thingsthat areinthisworld? Uncleanfoods,
when eaten, affect our health. What we eat will affect
us. God saysthe penalty for not doing his command-
mentsisdeath. The penalty for catching AIDSisdeath.
Thepenalty for snisdesath. If peoplewerereally consci-
entious about obeying God'slawsthen they would save
therlives.

Letsturntoll Chronicles26. Therewasaking named
Uzziah. Hewasquiteagood king. Hewassixteenyears
oldwhen he started hisreign asking and hereigned for
fifty-twoyears. But that good king madeamistake. Inli
Chronicles26:1-4weread, "Thenal the peopleof Judah
took Uzziah, who was sixteen yearsold, and made him
king intheroom of hisfather Amaziah. Hebuilt Eloth,
and restored it to Judah, after that the king dept with his
fathers. Sixteen yearsoldwasUzziah when he beganto
reign, and hereigned fifty and two yearsin Jerusalem.
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Hismother'sname a so was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. And
he did that which wasright in the sight of the LORD,
accordingtoall that hisfather Amaziah did." Uzziahfol-
lowed the good example of Amaziah, hisfather, and he
did what wasright inthesight of theLord.

Inll Chronicles26:5weread, "And he sought God
inthedaysof Zechariah, who had understanding inthe
visgonsof God: and aslong ashesought theLORD, God
made himto prosper.” Hewasproperousand lived well
inhisarea; and, even when thewarriorsand the Philis-
tines came against them, and the surrounding countries
cameupon them, hewas successful in defeating them.

Continuingin 1l Chronicles26:7-9weread,"And God
hel ped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabi-
ansthat dwelt in Gur-baal, and the Mehunims. Andthe
Ammonitesgave giftsto Uzziah: and hisname spread
abroad eventotheentering in of Egypt; for he strength-
ened himself exceedingly. Moreover Uzziah built towers
inJerusalem at the corner gate, and at thevalley gate, and
at theturning of thewall, and fortified them." Uzziahdid
someother thingsfor Isragl. Hemadetowersfor Jerusa
lemand wasvery crafty and talented.

"Moreover Uzziah had an host of fighting men, that
went out to war by bands, according to the number of
their account by thehand of Jeiel the scribeand Maaseiah
theruler, under the hand of Hananiah, one of theking's
captains. Thewholennumber of thechief of thefathersof
themighty men of val our weretwo thousand and six hun-
dred. And under their hand wasan army, three hundred
thousand and seven thousand and five hundred, that made
war with mighty power, to help theking against the en-
emy." (11 Chronicles26:11-13). Hewaswadll liked, and
most of all he kept God'slawsand waswell blessed be-
causeof this.

I Chronicles26:14-15: "And Uzziah prepared for
them throughout al the host shields, and spears, and hel-
mets, and habergeons, and bows, and dingsto cast tones.
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And hemadein Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning
men, to be on thetowersand upon the bulwarks, to shoot
arrowsand great stoneswithal. And hisname spread far
abroad; for hewasmarve loudy helped, till hewasstrong.”
TheLordwaswith himand helped him. Inal wayshe
prospered quitewell.

| think alittle of thiswent to his head because he
made amistake. Hethought, to himself, "I'm apretty
goodindividud," and pridegotintheway. "Butwhenhe
wasstrong, hisheart waslifted up to hisdestruction: for
he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went
into the temple of the LORD to burn incense upon the
altar of incense.” (11 Chronicles 26:16). Not even the
king was supposeto dothis. Only the priestscould burn
incense, and heknew this. Healowed prideto enter in
and hethought how great | am. 1'm going to go ahead
and do thisanyway and go against the Law of God. He
wasrebuked. The priest eventold him, "don't do this,
you aregoing against God'sLaws." Uzziahwasangry
now, because the priest said thisto apowerful king.

"Then Uzziah waswroth, and had acenser in his

hand to burnincense: and while hewaswroth with the
priests, theleprosy evenroseup in hisforehead before
the priestsin the house of the LORD, from beside the
incensealtar.” (I1 Chronicles26:19). If youthink of all
the good thisking had done, and now he had madethis
onelittlemistake, how couldleprosy bespreading al over
hisentire body? Theleprosy didn't leave Uzziah. He
died of it and that ended hisreign. What away for a
good king to die after only making one mistake, but he
broke God'sLaw. Thishad adevastating effect on his
lifejust likethe devastation onewould get fromAIDS.

The penalty for disobedienceisdeath. God has set
down several lawsfor ustofollow. OneistheLaw of
clean and unclean. If God'sLawsarenot followed, the
penalty isdeath. Now if people knew about the unclean
foodsjust like they know about this mad cow disease,
they wouldn't be eating uncleanfoods. They would shun
itjust likethe people shunthebeef in England. Itisnot
alwaysevident the harm that isbeing done to someone
eating unclean food, but there are diseases of which no
one knowsthe source. Thereare people'sliversbeing
destroyed and no oneknowsthe cause. Sometimesdrink-
ing doesundo theliver, but there are other causes also.
What about diabetes? What isits cause? No one has
anyidea. Godtelsus, Heknowsand saysdefinitely that

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

the uncleanfoodsare bad for us. Heknowsour bodies
andtellsus, DON'T EAT THEM, stay away from them.
Thisisoneof thelawsthat we must obey. Hemade our
bodiesand He knowswhat isgood for our bodies.

Inthelong run, even if someoneisnot physically
harmed, he or shewill be spiritualy harmed for not keep-
ing God'sLaws. If youdon't diefromthat particular dis-
ease or whatever ailment you receive by eating an un-
cleanfood, then youwill diethat second deathwhichis
eterna death. Thereisno more chancefor lifebeyond
thet.

"Theeyesof theLORD arein every place, behold-
ing theevil andthegood" (Proverbs15:3). God knows
everythinginour lives. Wecan't hideanythingfromHim.
Hewatches over His people, and He knows about our
lives. Thewicked, however, are estranged from Him.

"Thesacrificeof thewickedisan abominationtothe
LORD..." (Proverbs15:8). Weknow before Jesuscame
on thisearth that when peopl e sacrificed they were sacri-
ficingfor sin. Wl if thiswickedindividua wassacrificing
it saysthat thisisan abomination unto God. Heistrying
to do something right, yet hiswholeway of lifeisan
abominationto God.

"...but the prayer of theuprightishisddight” (Prov-
erbs 15:8). Godisso happy when Hischildren pray to
Him. Itisadeight for Him. Followingafter Hiswords,
keeping hiscommandments, and precepts, isaddight to
God.

"Theway of thewicked isan abomination unto the
LORD: but heloveth him that followeth after righteous-
ness' (Proverbs15:9). Wedsoreadinlsaiahwhere edt-
ingtheabominablething, (themouseand theswinesflesh,)
isan abomination to God. He doesnot want to seethat
happen and heturnsaway from thosethings.

"Thethoughts of thewicked arean abominationto
theLORD: but thewordsof the pureare pleasant words...
The LORD isfar from thewicked: but he heareth the
prayer of therighteous' (Proverbs 15:26,29). Heturns
hisback on thewicked, he doesn't want to have any part
inthat. But thosewho follow after Hiswaysareaddight
toHim, and Heturnsand listens.

"When aman'sways pleasethe LORD, he maketh
even hisenemiesto beat peacewith him" (Proverbs16:7).
We each haveajob, and that job isto be God's people.
We need to keep ourselves pure, likewe aretold to do.
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We stay away from the mad cows disease of the unclean
meatsif youwishtocal it that. Wehaveajobtodo. We
need to spread HisWord and do thethingsHe asksusto
do.

In Ezekiel, we aretold about the faithful shepherd.
We are shepherds so to speak, each and everyone of us,
and we need to feed the sheep: weneedto do our partin
spreading God'sWord. "And theword of the LORD
cameunto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy against the
shepherdsof Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus
saiththe Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe beto the
shepherdsof Israel that do feed themselves! should not
the shepherdsfeed theflocks?' (Ezekid 34:1-2). These
shepherdswerelooking after their own interests. They
were building up their ownwealth and making it easy for
themsdlves. They werenot going out and keeping theflock.

"Yeeat thefat, and ye clotheyou with thewool, ye
kill them that are fed: but ye feed not theflock. The
diseased haveyenot strengthened, neither haveyeheded
that whichwassick, neither have yebound up that which
wasbroken, neither haveyebrought againthat whichwas
driven away, neither haveye sought that which waslost;
but with forceand with cruelty haveyeruled them. And
they were scattered, becausethereisno shepherd: and
they becamemest to dl thebeastsof thefield, whenthey
werescattered” (Ezekiel 34:3-5). TheLordistellingus
we need to be good shepherds and we need to look after
andtry to help individuals. Weneedto try to help the
flock and bring them together.

"My sheep wandered through al themountains, and
uponevery highhill: yea, my flock wasscattered upondl
theface of the earth, and none did search or seek after
them. Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the
LORD:; Asl live, saiththe Lord GOD, surely because my
flock becameaprey, and my flock became mest to every
beast of thefield, becausetherewasno shepherd, neither
did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds
fed themselves, and fed not my flock; Therefore, Oye
shepherds, hear theword of the LORD; Thussaith the
Lord GOD; Behold, | am against the shepherds; and |
will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to
ceasefrom feeding theflock; neither shal the shepherds
feed themsdavesany more; for | will deliver my flock from
their mouth, that they may not bemest for them"” (Ezekie
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34:6-10).

There were many leadersin theland of Israel that
went their own waysand were contrary to God. They
didn't do thethingsthat werefor God. They did not feed
thesheep. Weneedto takethesethingsasawarning for
ourselves, sothat wearenot recklessshepherdshbut faithful
shepherds.

When we cometogether, we need to be especially
mindful of each other, and we need to make ourselves
right with each other inthe sight of the Lord. Whenwe
cometogether wewait upon one another andtry to help
one another by being considerateto oneanother and be-
ing right with oneanother. We also need to spread the
Word andtell othersof the correct way and weourselves
need to keep those things and help othersto keep those
things. Let usbe good shepherds oneto another.

"But with many of them God was not well pleased:
for they were overthrown in thewilderness. Now these
thingswere our examples, to theintent we should not lust
after evil things, asthey also lusted” (1 Corinthians 10:5-
6). Whenthechildren of Isragl cameout of the Land of
Egypt they did not obey what God wastelling themto do.
They followed the ways of wickednessrather than the
waysof God.

We do not want to be evil shepherdsbut wewant to
be good shepherds. "Neither be yeidolaters, aswere
someof them; asitiswritten, THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN
TO EAT AND DRINK, AND ROSE UP TO PLAY.
Neither let uscommit fornication, assomeof them com-
mitted, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand.
Neither let ustempt Christ, assomeof them a so tempted,
and weredestroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as
some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the
destroyer. Now al thesethings happened unto them for
ensamples. and they arewrittenfor our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come” (I Corinthians
10:7-11). Thesethingswerewrittenfor our admonition.
They were written so we could see the proper path to
follow. Itisimperativethat wekeep God'sLawsasgood
shepherds.

We need to think on these things, keep the command-
mentsof God and Histestimonies, and spread the Word
that Hehasgiventous.

God blessyou asyou think on thesethings.
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In Memoriam — Bond Tennant

Elder Bond Tennant
1943 - 2023

“But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even so them also which slegp in Jesuswill God bring
with him. For thiswe say unto you by theword of the
Lord, that wewhich aredive, and remain unto thecoming
of the Lord, shall not prevent them which are asleep.
For the Lord himself shall descend from heavenwitha
shout, withthevoiceof thearchangel, and withthetrump
of God: andthedeadin Christ shall risefirst: thenwe
which aredive, and remain, shall be caught up together
with theminthecloudsto meet theLordintheair: and
so shall weever bewiththeLord. Wherefore, comfort
oneanother with thesewords’ (I Thessalonians4:13-
18).

Bond Tennant, 79 of Alvin, Texas passed away on
Monday, April 3, 2023 following an extended ilIness.
Hewasborn July 23, 1943in Clarksburg, West Virginia,
son of thelate CharlesL ouis Tennant and Elizabeth Bond
Tennant. Bond graduated from Salem High School and
Sdem College, withaBachdor’sin Englishand Religion.
Bond was drafted during the Vietham War and served
asamedicfrom July 14, 1966 to May 25, 1968.

Bond wasraised a Seventh Day Baptist but later joined
the Church of God, 7" Day and was baptized June 25,
1966.

Bond wasaminister with the Church of God (7th Day)
and member of the editorial staff of the Advocate of
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Truth. Bond served asamember of the Church Council
of Seventy.

Bond wrotearticlesfor theAdvocate of Truthinthe60's
and continued until hewasno longer ablein2022. Bond
loved the church brethren and ahighlight was attending
theApostolic meetingsand vigiting with the brethren.

Bond issurvived by hiswife, LauraLoomis Tennant,
whomhemarried April 19, 1970; onechild, SallieAnne
Kernsand husband Jack Kerns, Alvin, Texas.

Elder Bond will bemissed not only in Salem but all over
theworld. Hislettersand articles concerning church
matters and relating to the Word of God have been an

ingpiration.
good and faithful

servant.”
I5

A soldier hasfdleninthemidst of thefray
Onewho fought through the heat of day
Not by the sword, whichisof man,

But by the sword of the Spirit-strong and grand.

“Well done...thou

Weknow thissoldier, wehelped him fight
We prayed together to banish the night
Andlight from hispenflowed out 0’ er theworld
And thebanner of Christ by hiswritingsunfurled.

Good-by to thissoldier, who fought with hispen
Good-by to thissoldier and leader of men.
God knew himinlife. Heknowshimin death
And someday He' |l giveback thelife-giving breath.

To some hewas Dad, to ushewas Brother
To somehewasfriend, known only by others
To God hewas both brother and friend
Who kept him ad loved himright to theend.
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THE CHURCH AROUND
THE WORLD

San Antonio Texas - Left Brother Mario Cantu and Right Brother Tim Buechner baptizing a
new member into The Church of God 7th Day Body. Picture below shows ministerslaying on
of hands after baptism with prayer for new member - on far rigk;t Brother Jerry WombIF.

|
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Pictured above members of the Panama Church ;
Pictured below Baptismsin Rio Grande, Cocle, Panama.
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God Must Have HisWay, And HisWay, Alone

By David Del_ong

Some people may think that the Lord isbeing selfish by
wanting only Hiswill to bedone. They may think that He
isonabig, cosmic ego-trip for demanding obedienceto
Hiscommandmentsand precepts, done. But, thisbelief
isthefarthest from thetruth that ever could be. Sincethe
L ord demands of ushumility, then that hasto be one of
His attributes as well. As amatter of fact, the book of
Psalmstellsusabout God'shumility. Chapter 113, verses
5-6 reads: "Who islike unto the LORD our God, who
dwelleth on high, Who humbl eth himself to behold the
thingsthat arein heaven, andintheearth!”

Jesus lifeand teachings show usexactly what the Fa
ther in heavenislike. In John 14:8-9 welearn: "Philip
saith unto him (Jesus), Lord, show usthe Father, and it
sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Havel been solong
timewith you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?he
that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest
thou then, Show usthe Father?' How does Jesuscharac-
terizeHimsdf?Wefindin Matthew 11:29-30, Jesus spesk-
ing: "Takemy yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For my yokeiseasy, and my burdenislight.” There-
fore, since Jesusismeek and lowly, the Father in heaven
isalsomeek and lowly. Heisdefinitely NOT onanego-
trip.

Why, then, doesthe L ord demand that He must have
Hisway, and Hisway, aone?1tisnot out of selfishness,
but rather out of puremercy. Mercy for us, Hissubjects.
Since God knowseverything perfectly, He also knows
thepast, present, and future perfectly. Heknowsthat only
Hisway istheright way. No oneelse'sway isasright as
God'sway. Not theangelsin heaven'sway, and definitely
not our way upon the earth. Good sailorsknow that if a
person deviatesfrom atrue course of navigation by only
onedegree, that they will end up hundreds of miles off
course. If wedeviate from God's commandsby just the
tiniest fraction, wewill aso end up on the path of death
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and destruction. So the Lord commands usfor our per-
fect good.

It is Satan who isreally the selfish being, not God.
EvenwhenhisnamewasL ucifer, Satan'sgod was"l will."
Isaiah 14:12-14reads. "How art thou fallenfrom heaven,
O Lucifer, son of themorning! how art thou cut downto
the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou
hast said inthine heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will
exalt my throne above the stars of God: | will sit also
upon the mount of the congregation, inthe sides of the
north: 1 will ascend abovetheheightsof theclouds; | will
belikethemost High." No onecan belikethemost High.
Hiswaysareabsolutely perfect, with no deviation.

King Nebuchadnezzar also had an "1™ or "my" com-
plex. In Daniel 4:29-31 wefind: "At theend of twelve
months he (king Nebuchadnezzar) walked in the palace
of thekingdom of Babylon.Theking spake, andsaid, Is
not thisgreat Babylon, that | have built for the house of
thekingdom by themight of my power, and for thehonour
of my mgjesty? Whiletheword wasintheking'smouith,
there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king
Nebuchadnezzar, to theeit is spoken; Thekingdomis
departed from thee."

A great problem, today, isthat many professed fol-
lowersof Jesusarewillingtofollow Himonly if they can
do soontheir terms. They may think, for instance, "1 will
pay my tithesonly if | think | canaffordtodo so.” Or e se,
"I will help out at churchif | can get recognition for it.”
Jesusiscalingonusto get totaly rid of the"I" and "me"
complex. Hewantsusto follow Him absolutely and with
no deviationfromHis, andthe Father's, will. "And hesaid
tothemall, If any manwill comeafter me, let him deny
himself, and take up hiscrossdaily, and follow me. For
whosoever will savehislifeshall loseit: but whosoever
will losehislifefor my sake, the sameshall saveit. For
what isaman advantaged, if hegainthewholeworld, and
losehimsdlf, or be cast away?" (Luke 9:23-25).
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BIBLE

TRIVIA

Answers found on page 9

1. Thefirst man to plant a vineyard was (Nabal; Seth; Noah). Genesis 9:20

2. The hungry prophets cooked (husks; wild gourds; garlic) which would have caused their deathsif they
had eaten them. |1 Kings 4:39-40

3. The Prophet Elijah asked the widow to give him (a quail; alittle cake; bread and butter). | Kings 17:13
4. The first woman mentioned as having poor eyesight was (Leah; Eve; Hannah). Genesis 29:17
5. When Saul commanded David to be slain (Samson; Michal; Jonathan) warned him. | Samuel 19:1-3

6. Jonathan used (arrows; a scarlet cord; five pebbles) to let David know that Saul intended to kill him. |
Samuel 20:33-42

7. Paul's father belonged to the tribe of (Judah; Dan; Benjamin). Philippians 3.5

8. The (Gadarenes; scribes and Pharisees; high priests) asked Jesusto depart from their coasts. Mark 5:1-
17

9. (Sarah; Rachel; Rebekah) was the first woman who was described as " a fair woman to look upon.”
Genesis12:11

10. Jesustold Peter that he would be called Cephas, which is by interpretation ("a pillar”; "a stone"; "a
river"). John 1:42

11. The disciples (rebuked them; were happy; were indifferent) when Jesus laid his hands on the little
children. Matthew 19:13

12. (Jezebel; Abigail; Rachel) was the first woman to be called " beautiful." Genesis 29:17
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LESSON |
CHRIST DIESON THE CROSS
Scripture Reading: John 19:16-24, 33-38.
Golden Text: John 19:16.
"Then ddivered hehim therefore unto themto be

crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away."

1. Who carried the cross on which Jesuswasto die?
Luke23:26.

2. What wasthe name of the placeto which they
carried the cross? John 19:17.

3. Wasanyone e secrucified with Jesus? John 19:18.

4. What writing did Pilate put over Jesus head? John
19:19.

5. Why did the Jews object, and what did Pilate
answer? John 19:21-22.

6. What was donewith the garments Jesuswore? John
19:23-24.

7. Thesoldiersbrokethelegsof thetwo thieves, but
why did they not break Jesus' legs? John 19:32-33, 36.

8. Who cameto take the body of Jesus, and what did
they dowithit? John 19:38-42.

NOTE: Thislesson can befound alsoin Mattthew
27:29-54; Mark 15:20-38 and Luke 23:24-47.

LESSONII|
JESUS RESURRECTION
Scripture Reading: Luke 24:1-12, 36-53.
Golden Text: Luke 24:46.
"And said unto them, Thusit iswritten, and thusit

behoved Christ to suffer, and to risefrom the dead the
thirdday."

PAGE TWENTY

1. What two men wrapped Jesusin linen clothesand
anointed Him, and then buried Him? John 19:38-42.

2. How long was Jesusin thetomb? Matthew 12:40;
Luke24:46.

3. What happened when Jesus arose? Matthew 28:2.

4. What did the enemies of Jesus say? Matthew 28:12-
13.

5. Werethe keepersof thetomb afraid of theangel ?
Matthew 28:4.

6. Women cameto seethe body of Jesusand found the
stonerolled away from the sepul cher. What did thetwo
angelstell thewomen about Jesus? L uke 24:4-8.

7. What did Jesus say to thediscipleswhen Hefirst
saw them, and how did they feel ? L uke 24.36-39.

8. Wheredid Jesus|ead thedisciplesat thistime, and
describethe eventsthat happenin Luke 24:50-53.

LESSON 111
SIGNSOF CHRIST'SRETURN

Scripture Reading: Matthew 24.
Golden Text: Mattthew 24:33.

"Solikewiseye, whenyeshall seeall thesethings,
know that it isnear, even at thedoors."

NOTE Inour last lesson, welearned of Jesus resur-
rection and that He returned to heaven. Wewill now go
back towhen Jesuswasaliveto learn what Hetaught
about thesignsof Hisreturnto Earth.

1. What important question did the disciplesask Jesus
asthey sat with Him on the mount? Matthew 24:3.

2. Of what did Jesuswarn them as He began to answer
them?Matthew 24:4-5.
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3. What conditionsdid Jesus say would take placein
theworldwhichwill besignsof Hiscoming? Matthew
24:6-11.

4. How did Jesus comparethedaysjust beforeHis
comingwith thedaysof Noahand Lot?Luke 17:26-
30.

5. What signswould take place both in heaven and
earth just prior to Hiscoming? L uke 21:25-38.

6. Isit possibletotell the exact timethat Jesuswill
come? Why?Matthew 24:36.

7. How do weknow that these eventsaresignsof His
coming?Matthew 24:32-33.

8. What hasHe commanded usto do in regard to these
signs, and why? Matthew 24:42-44.

NOTE: How many thingscan you namewhich are
taking placein theworld today that aresignsof the
coming of Christ?Areyoulooking for the Savior to
come?Will Hefind you ready?

LESSON IV
JESUSOUR FRIEND

Scripture Reading: John 15:9-15.
Golden Text: John 15:14.

"Yearemy friends, if ye do whatsoever | command
you."

NOTE: When Jesuswasaliveon Earth, Hetaught His
disciplesabout love and that Hewastheir friend. We
should asolearntolove Jesusand be Hisfriend so that
we may be saved.

1. How areweto abidein Jesus love? John 15:9. How
did Jesusabidein HisFather'slove?

NOTE: Abide meansto endurewithout yielding; to
accept without objection.
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2. How areweto love one another, and who isour
example?John 15:12.

3. What isthe greatest way we can show our love?
John 15:13. Did Jesusdo this?

4. How can we befriendsof Jesus?John 15:14.

5. Why does Jesuscall usHisfriends? JJohn 15:15. A
truefriend will sharehisvauables, especidly if it means
amatter of lifeor death. Have you shared God's Word
withanyonelately, or areyou keepingit all to yourself?
God'sWordislifegiving.

6. Why did Jesus choose usto be Hisfriends? John
15:16. What does"go and bring forth fruit" mean?

NOTE: Wemust let Jesusabideinus, and keep His
commandments. He showed usHeisour friend.

Betty danced infromtherura mailbox, clasping apar-
cel inherarms.

"It came, Mother," she shouted excitedly, "my new
rosebud dress! Now | canwear it tothe outing.”

Mrs. Brown looked up from the big lunch basket she
was packing with al sortsof goodiesfor theouting a the
lakeside. Shesmiled into Betty'seager littleface.

"Openyour parcel, dear,” shesaid.

Betty lost notimein obeying. Her cheekswereflushed
with pleasure. Her blueeyessparkledin anticipation. Betty
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did not get many new dresses.

"Oh-h-h-h-h!" she breathed with ahappy sigh, asshe
unfolded the dressand shook out thewrinkles.

"Tryiton," laughed Mother, who was almost as ex-
cited asBetty herself.

Betty'sfingerswereall thumbs, but shefinally man-
aged towiggleinto thegarment.

"It'stheprettiest dress| ever had,” shesaid proudly. "l
must take ever such good careof it."

"Yes, it'svery nice, indeed,” added Mother, as she
turned Betty round and round. " Too pretty to wear to an
outing," sheteased.

"Mother, please-!"

"Youmay leaveit on, dear," laughed Mother, "and now
we'reall ready.” She placed aclean white cloth over the
hamper which held pies, cakesand sandwiches.

Father camein presently. "Why, how sweet you are,
Betty," heremarked in apleased voice. "Been getting a
new dress?’

"Yes, Daddy, isn't it pretty ?"

"Very pretty, indeed, but remember dear,” he said,
stooping down to kissthegirl'srosy cheek, "remember,
although Jesuslikesto seeyour nice clothes, Hewould
loveyoujust thesameif you wore patched dresses. Jesus
looksonthe heart, and I'm glad to know my Betty'sheart
issweet and pure.”

"That'sworth morethan all the pretty dressesinthe
world," added Mother approvingly.

Father picked up thelunch basket. "Thisto go?' he
asked, sniffing deeply, "surely smellsgood.”

"Yes," answered Mother, "but do be careful . Please
don't spill anything.”

They were soon driving swiftly along the hot, dusty
country road to the cool lake shore picnic grounds.

A crowd already had gathered under the trees. Betty
eagerly joined theboysand girlsinthemerry games. She
forgot about her new dressuntil she saw Joan Newsome
wearing oneexactly thesame.

Betty liked Joan, but somehow Joan did not seemto
like her. Wasit because she had so many friends, while
Joan had so few?

All thejoy left Betty'sface as she met Joan's disap-
provinglook and ugly frown.

"Smarty,” Joan hissed in Betty'sear. "What business
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haveyouwithadressexactly likemine?l hateyou!" Then
shewalked away, |leaving aheart broken girl behind her.

The outing was spoiled for Betty - and all because of
a pretty rosebud dress. "I hate you, | hate you, | hate
you," kept ringing in her ears. Her eyeswere smarting
without tears. Her throat ached.

Then sheremembered what Father had said. It made
her fedl better right away. Shewasglad shehad given her
heart to Jesus. L ast Sabbath's memory verse had been,
"Do good to them that hate you." O, but how could she
do good to Joan?

Theopportunity presented itself sooner than expected.
When thetime camefor the girl'sraces, Betty and Joan
werelined up with the others, eagerly awaiting theword
"go." It camelikethecrack of awhip, and thesevengirls
ran swiftly forward.

Soon two were well in advance of the others. They
were Betty and Joan!

Then Joan wasahead. It did ook asif shewasgoing
to win when her pretty dress caught on athorny bush,
throwing her to the ground. She burst into tears. Betty,
who wasjust afew yards behind Joan, ran on, touched
thegod, then quickly stooped down, placing agentlehand
on Joan's head.

"Don't cry, Joan, " shecomforted, "the prizereally be-
longsto you, for you were ahead of mewhenyoufell."

"But my p-pretty dressis s-spoiled, sobbed Joan.
"Mother will beangry.”

"No, shewon't, Joan," exclaimed Betty, "causewell
trade. Isn't it nicethey're exactly the same?’

Joan wiped the tearsfrom her eyes, and amid much
giggling and laughing, thetwo rosebud dresses presently
changed owners.

"Why are you so good to me, Betty?" asked Joan,
wonderingly. "l wasever someantoyou.”

"W, Joan," wastheamiling reply, "you said you hated
me, and Jesustells uswe must do good to anyonewho
hates us. It's better than hating back."

"I guessthat'swhy | have so few friends, Betty," said
Joanthoughtfully. "I'vebeen doing so much hating. But I'll
ask Jesustotakeadl thehate out of my heart andfill itwith
love, instead.”

"Hewill, too, Joan," said Betty, happily.
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BIBLICAL MEN

AHASUERUS
AMOS
BALAAM
BARNABAS
BELSHAZZAR
BOAZ
CALEB
DANIEL
ELIJAH
ENOS
ESAU
EZEKIEL
GABRIEL
GIDEON
GOLIATH
HABAKKUK
HOSEA
ISAAC
ISHMAEL
JACOB
JEHOSHAPHAT
JOEL
JONAH
JONATHAN
JOSHUA
LAZARUS
LEMUEL
LEVI
LUKE
MARK
METHUSELAH
MICHA
NAHUM
NICODEMUS
NIMROD
NOAH
OBED
REHOBOAM
SAMSON
SHADRACH
SILAS
SOLOMON
THOMAS
TITUS
URIAH
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