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Being Diligent thru Faith

SPTRIL UL

Part ||

by Siegfried Maywald

TheBibletelsusthat we need to always beready
for thesecond coming of Christ.

| Thessalonians5:1-6

"But of thetimes and the seasons, brethren, ye haveno
need that | writeunto you. For yoursalvesknow perfectly
that the day of the Lord so cometh asathief inthenight.
For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, astravail upon awoman
with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren,
arenot in darkness, that that day should overtakeyou as
athief. Yeareadl thechildren of light, and the children of
theday: wearenot of thenight, nor of darkness. There-
forelet usnot deep, asdo others; but let uswatch and be
sober.”

‘Let usnot deep, be sober’, what doesthat mean?It means
that we are not | eft in darkness, but have knowledge of
what is going to happen in the near future. We do not
sleep, but read and prepare for what isto come. Inthe
book of Revelation 1:3 we read: "Blessed is he that
readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those thingswhich arewritten therein: for the
timeisat hand.”

Apostle Paul teachesthat itissinful to beindifferent tothe
Word of God and to the signswhich precede Hisreturn.
Instead of man's speculation let theWord of God beyour
guide! Letit bepreached and if it differsfromwhat you
had heard before, be open-minded. Some peopledo not
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liketo hear new evidence, because they get confused!
What | say tothemis- read the Scriptures- verify the
factstowhat wassaid beforeyou dismisswhat you heard!
TheHoly Spiritwill spesk thetruth through human agents
with convincing power and reved error. Remember that
Jesuscdled thosewho prefer tradition beforetruth hypo-
crites.

John 5:39-40ingtructsusto: " Search the scriptures; for in
themyethink yehaveeternd life: andthey arethey which
testify of me. And yewill not cometo me, that ye might
havelife." However many peopledo not want tolistento
the advice of the Scriptures.

Jesussaid in John 5:43-44:

" amcomeinmy Father'sname, andyereceivemenot: if
another shall comein hisown name, himyewill receive.
How can ye believe, which receive honour one of an-
other, and seek not the honour that cometh from God
only?'

To accumul ate knowledge of the Scripturesisnecessary,
but knowledge al one does not change us, but the under-
standing and willingnessto obey and direct our livesin
accordanceto their teachings does. We must have the
will and desirein our minds and heartsto do God'swill
and not build an attitude of resistance or self-reliance.

Growthinfaith isbased on 3principles
1. Webdievein certain salvation doctrineswhichinvolves
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aperson'smind and intellect.

2. Wetrust in Jesus Christ asour Lord and Saviour. We
surrender slf inthe search for truth.

3. Weabideby Hiswill and act accordingly which changes
our lives.

Wemust acknowledgethat

"All scriptureisgiven by inspiration of God, andisprofit-
ablefor doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
tioninrighteousness. That the man of God may be per-
fect, throughly furnished untoal goodworks' (11 Timothy
3:16-17). For "Hethat saith, | know him, and keepeth
not hiscommandments, isaliar, andthetruthisnotinhim.
But whoso keepeth hisword, in him verily isthelove of
God perfected: hereby know we that wearein him” (|
John 2:4-5).

We ought to obey God rather than men! TheHoly Spirit
isthe power of God that hel psusto overcometransgres-
sion and turn to obedience. But we must havefaith for
"without faith itisimpossibleto please him: for hethat
cometh to God must believethat heis, and that heisa
rewarder of themthat diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6).
Through faith we turn from transgression to obedience.
But many accept theoriesastruth and make compromise
withtheworld, withtheir desireand thedevil. Bediligent,
make your el ection sure and be convinced within your
own mind so that the minds of otherscannot midead and
deceiveyoul!

" Seek yethe LORD whilehemay befound, call yeupon
himwhileheisnear: Let thewicked forsake hisway, and
theunrighteousman histhoughts. and let him return unto
the LORD, and hewill have mercy upon him; and to our
God, for hewill abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7).
Bediligent,"...add toyour fath virtue; and to virtue knowl-
edge; And to knowledgetemperance...” patienceand god-
liness. To godliness add brotherly kindnessand charity.
"For if thesethingsbeinyou...ye shal neither bebarren
nor unfruitful intheknowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
But hethat |acketh thesethingsisblind, and cannot see...
for hehas"forgotten that hewaspurged from hisold sins.
Wherefore...brethren, givediligenceto makeyour calling
and eection sure: for if yedo thesesthings, ye shall never
fal" and your entrance"...into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" isassured (11 Peter
1:5-11).

Inthe end the Bible and the Bible only becomesthe au-
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thoritative defense and weapon against the ond aught of
evil and deceptive spiritud influenceof Satan. Thepeople
of God are directed to safeguard the Scriptures against
false doctrinesand thosewho teach them. Satanwill de-
ploy any possible device to prevent people to obtain
knowledge of the Scriptures. Therefore every statement
and miraclemust betested and verifiedto bein alignment
with the Scriptures. If you discover that your cherished
understanding or opinionisnot in harmony with the Scrip-
tures, then at |east be open minded to thelight that has
been revealed to you. Beforerejecting, read, verify and
check the Scriptureswhether it isso or not and then open
your mind and heart to receive the new light. Hewho
hearsthe truth and thereafter turnsfromit, because ac-
ceptance would mean changeinwhat he believed or be-
comes a hindrance in what he does, bears the fruit of
darkness and disobedience.

In many peoplereproof arousesthe spirit of hatred and
resistance. Instead of correcting theerror in humbleness,
indignation against thereprover ispropagated asif the
reprover isthe solecause of the problem. For when God's
messageisbrought to the attention of conscience, Satan
immediately leedsmentojustify themsdvesand seek sym-
pathy and helpfrom othersinther courseof "injury." Why
dothey reactinthismanner?Well, their pride, their prior
understanding, their belief and conviction are brought to
question. Instead of immediately rejecting any new light,
our consciousness should be aroused and brought into
thorough scrutiny with the Scriptures. For we see many
faseprophetsriseand deceilvemany. ThereforetheBible
must be made the study book, not some other people's
or prophet'swritings about the Bible. Only if we surren-
der our heartsto the sanctified truth of the Scriptureswill

we

1. Find balancein understanding

2. Bemore open minded to thetruth

3. Exerciseour conscienceto bemore sensitive

4. Becomemoreresistant to temptation

5. Find abetter concept of God amongst brethren.

TryingtoliveasaChridianand il participateintheworld
causes trouble and confusion. Peoplewho do so have
chosen theworld, accepted its customs, and their char-
actershave become marred. Their spiritual lifeiswea
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ried. They place upon themselvesthe burdensthe Scrip-
turesadmonish usto leave behind, to come out of .

In Proverbs1l:14 and 15:22 weread:

"Whereno counsd is, thepeoplefal: butinthemulitude
of counsellorsthereissafety...Without counsel purposes
aredisappointed: butinthemultitude of counsellorsthey
areestablished.”

We can shareinformationwith peoplebut unlessthey are
willing to study for themsel ves and accept theworkings
of the Spirit and become converted within their own mind,
we, aswatchmen, areonly wasting our time. Their hearts
are hardened, therefore we see a persisting rejection of
light. Tothissituation Hosea4:17 tellsus: "Ephraimis
joinedtoidols: let himaone."

God wants men who cannot be bought or sold to com-
promise.

God wants men whose innermost conscienceistrueand
honest.

God wantsmenwhorevea sinforwhatitis.

God wantsmenwho stand for what isright.

God wants men of nobleand peaceful character.

God wants men who render serviceto God and man.
God wantsmen who abide by HisWord and will.

But those people who resist the entreaties of the Holy
Spirit and continuein disbelief, in doing what iswrongin
the face of the clearest evidences against it, have"...a
form of godliness, but (deny) the power thereof: From
suchturnaway” (11 Timothy 3:5). Intheir infatuation they
may goto gresat lengthsand flatter themsalvesinthat they
aredoing thework of God.

Tothisattitude Proverbs5:22-23tellsusthat:
"Hisowniniquitiesshall takethewicked himself, and he
shall be holden with the cords of hissins. He shall die
without instruction; and inthe greatness of hisfolly he
shdl goastray.”

Stubbornness prevailsin our timeand instructionisre-
fused asit wasinthetimeof Noah. Thisiswhy asitwas
inthetimeof Noah, so shall it beinthetime of theend.
Noah preached for 120 years, yet the people did not
changetheir mindstill the Flood came and destroyed
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themdl (seeMatthew 24:37).

When man throws out the law of God, the Gospel loses
itsmeaning and value! Because "Hethat saith, | know
him, and keepeth not hiscommandments, isaliar, and the
truthisnot in him. But whoso keepeth hisword, inhim
verily isthelove of God perfected: hereby know wethat
wearein him (I John 2:4-5). Thisisthetest of people
who abide by Hiswill. Every word that Jesus spokeis
truth and should not be declared invalid, but if we do,
thenal Scriptureisbrought into question and nothing can
be believed asrecorded!

James 2:14, 19-20, and 24 tells us:

"What doth it profit, my brethren, though aman say he
hathfaith, and have not works?canfath savehim?...Thou
bdievest that thereisone God; thou doest well: thedevils
also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain
man, that faith without worksisdead?...Ye seethen how
that by worksamanisjustified, and not by faith only.”

THE COMMANDMENTS
By Fabien Harford

We have commands, the holy Ten,

‘Twas given by God and not men;

Why should we not listen to Him,
And stay away from Satan and sin?

The commandment is just and holy and good,
Lord! Help me obey theway | should;
In one to four we get to know
Of how to love God evermore,
And keep Hisrest from eveto eve,
Or else we surely will not live.

Respect Father and Mother we must,
If not our dayswill berather short;
And do not take another life
By lying tongue or wicked gun.

To have a happy, healthy life,
Make sure and stay true to your own wife;
And love your neighbor as your self
In word and deed and honesty.
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\ByCarIo Rasmussen, deceased
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Sincethetimeof the CreationtheLord hasused Signs
to represent aspecia event or person that He desired to
beremembered in Scripture. The Lord hasaways used
signsto both the unbelieving of theworld, aswell asto
His people. Asan exampl e, the sun and moon werecre-
ated "to dividetheday fromthenight; and let them befor
signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years' (Genesis
1:14). Through the proper understanding of the signsof
the sun and moon and stars we may determine reason-
ably close such things as coming weather conditions.
Matthew 16:2-3 says, "Heanswered and said unto them,
Whenitisevening, yesay, It will befair weather: for the
sky isred'. Andinthemorning, It will befoul weather to
day: for thesky isred and lowring." Hypocrites! You know
how to discern theface of the sky, but you cannot discern
thesignsof thetimes." Yes, theLord hasprovidedinHis
creation many signs, which may benefit usto learn about
and understand that we may better know the Lord and
comecloser toHim.

Thefirst sgnweread of in Scriptureisthe Seventh
Day of theweek. Thisisthe Day of Rest of theL ord, the
Sabbath Day. The Seventh Day of every week isasign
between the L ord and His people. The Sabbath Day was
already asign of God before the children of Israel re-
ceived the Ten Commandmentsat Mt. Sinai. Weread in
Exodus 16 wherethe children of Isragl wereinstructed
"...that onthe sixth day they shdl preparethat which they
bringin; andit shal betwiceasmuch asthey gather daily”
(verseb5). Thisincident took place beforethegiving of the
Law at Mt. Sinai; thus the Sabbath Day was already a
signineffect to the people of God. In Exodus 31:13 the
Lordinstructed Moses saying: " Speak thou a so unto the
childrenof Isradl, saying, Verily my sabbathsyeshall keep:
for itisasign between meand you throughout your gen-
erations..." Thisparticular Sgnremainstoday asamemo-
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rial to God'swonderful creation. "For (because) insix
daysthe LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
thatinthemis, and rested the seventh day: whereforethe
L ORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it" (Exo-
dus20:11).

The second major sign of God in the Scripturesis
found at thetimeof Noah. After Noah and hisfamily went
through the Flood and wereback again ondry land, Noah
built an adtar untothe Lord, Genesis8:20. Verse 21 reads,
"Andthe LORD smelled asweet savour; and theLORD
said in hisheart, | will not again curse the ground any
morefor man'ssake; for theimagination of man'sheartis
evil fromhisyouth..." WhilespeskingtoNoah, in Genes's
9:12, Godsaid: "... Thisisthetoken of the covenant which
I make between me and you and every living creature
that iswith you, for perpetual generations: | do set my
bow inthecloud, andit shall befor atoken of acovenant
between meand theearth...And | will remember my cov-
enant, whichisbetween meandyou and every living crea
tureof al flesh; and thewaters shall no more becomea
floodto destroy al flesh” (Genesis9:12-15). Tothisvery
day God hasremained true unto His covenant, and the
rainbow we seewhen rain cloudsare above usis God's
signto that covenant. What atruly wonderful andloving
God wehave.

Another timethe L ord used signswaswhen Hein-
structed M osesto go back into Egypt and lead the chil-
dren of Israel out of Egypt. At the time the Lord was
ingructing Mases, Mosesbecameuneasy andsaid, "..they
will not believeme, nor hearken unto my voice..." (Exo-
dus4:1). It wasthen that the L ord changed Moses rod
into aserpent, and changed it back againto arod when
Moses picked it up by thetail. Also the Lord allowed
Moses hand to becomeleprous, andthen healed it again.
After thesethingsthe L ord told M osesthat thesewould
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beassigns, "Andit shall cometo pass, if they will not
believethee, neither hearkentothevoiceof thefirst sign,
that they will believethevoiceof thelatter sgn” (Exodus
4:8). TheLordwent ontosay inverse9: "Andit shall
cometo pass, if they will not believe al so thesetwo signs,
neither hearken untothy voice, that thou shat take of the
water of theriver, and pour it uponthedry land: andthe
water which thou takest out of theriver shal becomeblood
uponthedry land." Weknow from reading therest of the
account that many signswere wrought by God before
Pharaoh finaly released the children of Israel fromtheir
bondage. After thedeath of all thefirstborn of the Egyp-
tians, at the midnight of thefirst Passover, Pharaoh rec-
ognizedtheLord.

Anannual date of the Passover, which today isthe
Lord'sSupper isin conjunctionwith il another of God's
sgns. Thissgnisthefull moon. When Jesusingtituted the
Lord's Supper (the Bread and the Cup), it wasthe same
night of theyear aswhen the children of | sragl observed
their first Passover. Thisnight wastheevening of the 14th
day of thefirst month (Abib) in God'syearly cadendar. On
that very night therewasafull mooninthesky. Thiswas
the same night in which Jesus was betrayed (see |
Corinthians11:23). Each year onthe 14th day of thefirst
month of God's calendar, at evening, there hasalways
been afull moon. Thisisanother of God'ssignsfor all
mankind.

One of the prophetswhom God used for asign was
the prophet Ezekiel. This prophet of God wasto be a
signof thenation of Israel. In Ezekiel 12, beginningin
verse2, theLord said; " Son of man, thou dwellestinthe
midst of arebellious house, which have eyesto see, and
seenot; they have earsto hear, and hear not: for they are
arebdlioushouse." Thefollowing versesshow theL ord's
instruction unto Ezekiel, and weread what the Lord in-
tended for Ezekiel to be at the end of verse 6: "...for |
have set theefor asign untothehouseof Isradl.” Verse 11
revealswhat God instructed Ezekiel to say unto the na-
tion of Israel that hewasasign unto them. Thiswasto
remind |sragl why they werein captivity lest they forget.

A thought to consider would be God'stwo witnesses,
who could be Hissignsunto thewicked world during the
timeof the Seven Last Plagues, whichisthewrath of God
upon theworld after the saintsare caught away. Likeas
Ezekiel wasasignunto lsradl, so may thesetwo beasign
unto awicked and unbelieving world. Inreading Revela-
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tion 11:3-10, "And I will give power to my two witnesses,
and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and
sixty days, clothed in sackcloth. Thesearethetwo olive
treesand thetwo lampstands standing before the God of
the earth. And if anyone wants to harm them fire pro-
ceedsfromtheir mouth and devourstheir enemies. Andif
anyonewantsto harmthem, hemust bekilledinthisman-
ner. These have power to shut heaven, sothat norainfals
inthedaysof their prophecy; and they have power over
watersto turn themto blood, and to strikethe earth with
al plagues, asoften asthey desire. Whenthey finish their
testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomlesspit
will makewar againg them, overcomethem, andkill them.
Andtheir dead bodieswill lieinthestreet of thegrest city
which spiritudly iscalled Sodom and Egypt, wherea so
our Lord was crucified. Then those from the peoples,
tribes, tongues,,and nationswill seetheir dead bodiesthree
and ahalf days, and not allow their dead bodiesto be put
into graves. And thosewho dwell ontheearthwill rejoice
over them, make merry, and send giftsto one another,
because these two prophetstormented those who dwell
ontheearth." We can understand the mission and final
outcome of God'stwo witnesses. Even thoughtheLord
used these two witnessesto show thewicked world their
errorsand testify of Him, theworld will not repent. The
Scripturesrecord in Revelation 11:18 that "the nations
wereangry,” or hardened intheir hearts. They will not
hearken unto God'ssign.

Peopleingenerd areinterestedinsignsand will look
for them, especially onthe subjectsof prophecy or other
subjectsof ardigiousnature. It isthat part of thenatural
man within the person which seeksto bereassured that a
given pointiscertain. The Jawsduring thetimeof Christ
were no exception when it cameto looking for asign.
The scribes and Phariseeswho knew the Scriptures till
were not satisfied to accept Jesusfor what He actually
was. They wanted to seeasignfrom Jesustoreally prove
HewasWho Hesaid hewas. Weread of thisin Matthew
12:38-40, and Jesusanswered them by saying, "...Anevil
and adulterous generation seeketh after asign; and there
shall nosignbegiventoit, but the sign of the prophet
Jonas: For as Jonaswasthreedaysand threenightsinthe
whal€'sbelly; so shall the Son of man bethreedaysand
threenightsinthe heart of the earth.” Thiswasthe only
signJesusgave untothemanditisonrecordfor all to see
and know today Thissignwasfulfilled when Jesus was
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resurrected after being three daysand threenightsinthe
grave. Thissign standstoday and will remain. Itisawrit-
ten testimony to all who seek thetrue Redeemer.

Today we are at the end of agiven age, which has
been proclaimed by God through His Word, the Lord
Jesus Christ. Jesus, when Hewalked with Hisdisciples,
foretold of these daysweliveintoday. He spoke of these
daysasthe gentiletimes, and He called these days "the
last days." Paul also wrote of theselast daysunto Timo-
thy inhissecond | etter and called thistime™ periloustimes'
inchapter 3, verse 1. When Jesusforetold of the events
to happen during thelast days Hiswordswere accurate
aswe can testify today. Concerning thesetroublesome
timesinwhichwelivetoday, Jesusused these prophecies
assignsof thetimewhen Hewould returnto help keep
Hisdisciplesinremembrance. In Matthew 24:3-14, 21-
22, 27-31 we seethesesignsarevividly recorded for our
study. "Now as he sat on the Mount of Olives, thedis-
ciplescameto Him privately, saying, Tell us, whenwill
thesethingsbe? And what will bethe sign of Your com-
ing, and of the end of the age? And Jesus answered and
said to them: Take heed that no one deceivesyou. For
many will comein My name, saying, 'l amthe Chrigt' and
will deceive many. Andyouwill hear of warsand rumors
of wars. Seethat you arenot troubled: for al thesethings
must cometo pass, but theend isnot yet. For nationswill
riseagainst nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And
therewill befamine, pestilences, and earthquakesin vari-
ousplaces. All these are the beginning of sorrows. Then
they will ddiver you uptotribulationandkill you, and you
will behated by al nationsfor My name'ssake. And then
many will be offended, will betray one another, and will
hate one another. Then many false prophetswill riseup
and receive many. And because lawlessnesswill abound,
thelove of many will grow cold. But hewho enduresto
theend shall be saved. And thisgospel of thekingdom
will be preached in al theworld asawitnessto all the
nations, and thentheend will come. For thentherewill be
great tribulation, such ashasnot been sincethebeginning
of theworld until thistime, no, nor ever shall be. And
unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be
saved; but for the el ect's sake those dayswill be short-
ened. For asthelightning comesfrom the east and flashes
tothewest, so a sowill the coming of the Son of Man be.
For wherever the carcassis, therethe eagleswill be gath-
ered together. Immediately after thetribulation of those
daysthesunwill be darkened, and themoonwill not give
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itslight: thestarswill fall from heaven, and the powersof
the heavenswill be shaken. The sign of the Son of Man
will appear in heaven, and then all thetribesof the earth
will mourn, and they will seethe Son of Man comingon
thecloudsof heavenwith power and great glory. And He
will send Hisangel swith agreat sound of atrumpet and
they will gather together hiselect form the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other." There can be no
misunderstanding of what thesesignsmean. Weareat the
very end of thisgentileage, and soon the great appearing
of theLord Jesus Chrigt will befulfilledjust asJesussaid
itwould. Thesignsof thetimesaretelling everyonethat
thetimeof theearth'srestisnigh at hand. It would bewell
with al to know and understand these signsfor they are
pointing theway to thetime when both therighteousand
thewicked will berewarded for their respective ways
and paths.

TheFamily of God downthroughtheyearssincethe
timeof Christ have had certain signswhichtheindividua
will show forth. God'speoplewill havethesamesignsas
did the Lord Jesus Christ. Many peopletoday arelook-
ing for thewrong signswhen they seek theLord and His
people. The outward appearanceismany timesdeceiv-
ing, however the Scriptures do provide avery smple
guide. Upon finding the Lord Jesusin the Word atrue
disciplewill repent and be baptized and receive thegift of
theindwelling Holy Spirit of God. When onereceivesthe
gift of the Spirit of God and walksin newnessof life, that
personwill produce certain "fruits,” or certain character-
istics. Thesefruitsarelisted inthebook of Gaatians 5:22-
23. ""But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control. Against such thereisnolaw." Herewewill
findthetruesignsof the peopleof God. Only throughthe
indwelling of the Holy Spirit of God will thesefruitsbe
manifestedintheir completeness. Areyou filled with the
Spirit of God?When Jesusappearsinthe cloudstheonly
way to being reaped fromthe earthisto befilled withthe
Spiritof God. The Spirit of God withinyouisChrist within
you, thehope of glory. Thisisthe greatest signany man
can ever hopeof having, for thereinisaJewel of greater
vauethanthewholeworld. It isfreefrom God the Father
through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. L et us consider
these thoughts and through studies of the Scriptureslet us
befilled with the Holy Spirit of God and beassignsfor
Jesusalong the pathsof our daily lives.

May God blessyou to under stand thesethoughts.
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Reprinted

By
Septimus John,

deceased

Rewards 0
OVERCOMERS

Becoming apart of thefamily of Godisthesingle
most important achievement that anyone can achieve. It
wasnever theintention of God that man - whom hecre-
ated perfect - should find himself inalost condition. But
because of Satan'sdeceitfulness, our fore parentsinthe
Garden of Eden becamesinners. Nevertheless, our heav-
enly Father in hisloveand mercy provided asacrificein
the person of hisSonto diein our place, thusmaking it
possiblefor every oneto beredeemed. Although salva-
tion hasbeen freely provided by God, Satan continuesin
hiseffort to kegp usaway from God by bringing different
trialsand temptationswhich we haveto overcomein or-
der to be ableto enter thekingdom. Paul saidthat all who
will livegodly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution (11
Timothy 3:12). But many blessed promisesawait al those
who will overcome Satan'swiles.

Whiteraiment ispromised tothe overcomersin Rev-
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elation 3:5. In the same verse, Jesus also promised to
confess hisservant'snames before his Father and gather
holy angel sbecausetheir nameswill befoundwritteninto
thebook of life. Thewhiteraiment istherighteousnessof
thesaints, which will decoratethe bride of Jesus Christ
(the new Jerusalem)-Revelation 19:7-8. Thosewhowill
be counted worthy to enter the marriage of the lamb will
not be hurt of the second death, for they likewise are
called overcomersin Revelation 2:11. The death which
separatesloved onesinthislifeiscaledadeepin Danid
12:2 and John 11:11-14. Thisis not the second death
because L azarus, Dorcasand many othershavedied more
than once, but they have not been touched of the second
death.

Theovercomerswill aso be privileged to eat of the
tree of lifewhichisinthemidst of the paradise of God
(Revelation 2:7). Theleavesfromthetreeof lifewill be
used for medicineto hed thenations. (Ezekid 47:12; Rev-
elation 22:1-2). The nationsmentioned hererefer tols-
rael whoisnow inspiritual blindness(Romans11:7, 25)
and the heathen who have never heard of God'ssalvation
planfor mankind. Thesaintswill not only eet of thetreeof
lifeand drink fromtheriver of life, but they will also have
hidden mannato eat. They will have anew body, anew
dwelling place, new food and also new names (Revela-
tion2:17). At that timetheovercomerswill besttingwith
Chrig inHisthrone, asHeisnow sttingwith Hisfatherin
Histhrone (Revelation 3:21). Being co-rulerswith Chrig,
wewill rulethenationswith arod of iron. God promised
inDanid 7:27 that the kingdom and thedominion and the
greatness of the kingdom, under thewhole heaven, shall
be given to the people of the saints of the most High.
Revelation 3:12 saysthat the saintswill then bepillarsin
thetempleof God, and Jesus promised to write on them
thenameof HisGod and thenameof thecity, whichisthe
New Jerusalem which cometh down from God out of
heaven. Thesaintswill be privileged towalk on streetsof
gold wheretherewill belove, peace and happinessfor-
ever.

ItisGod'splanthat every obedient child of Hisshould
share the joy of the new city. Revelation 22:14 says,
"Blessed arethey that do hiscommandments, that they
may have right tothetreeof life, and may enter inthrough
thegatesinto thecity." Do not allow the blood of Christ
tobeshedinvain onyour behalf. Bean overcomer! Ac-
cept Him now whilethereistime.
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PATIENCE
by Sister Makeda Richards

GrenadaWest I ndies

Therearetimeswhen | ask God for something,
Andl fed likel deserveit becausetoHimonly | cling.
So | get worried, frustrated, and anxious,

And | question over and over

Why thishappensto therighteous.

But what | seemto forget or in my memory lag,
Isthat my so-called righteousnessisasfilthy rags.
Infact, Jesusreminded usthereisonly onethat’sgood,

Andit'sGod Himsdf inwhichthat title stood.

So | had to transform my thinking,
Changemy mindset into cons stent optimistic believing.
That whenever | ask God for something,

Hewill answer ayes, no, or to keep mewaiting.

For experience had taught me,
God hasaway of working thingsout
and setting mefree.
Freefromwhat you may enquire?
Freefrommy earthly lusts

and givingmewhat Hetruly desires.
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Objective faith is grounded in the object: Christ.
Subjectivefathisinthesubject: meaning theworshipper.
Thegospd isobjectiveandisbased onthelifeexperience
of our Lord Jesus. Thesubjectiverdligionisoriginatedin
man, and dependson fedings, emations, and impul sesof
theworshipper.

TheBiblesays. “...thenfaith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by theword of God” (Romans10:17). Sofaithis
acquired by hearing and understanding thegospel of Christ
through theword of Christ.

The gospel of Christ is objective, “For | am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it isthe power of
God unto salvationto every onethat believeth; to the Jew
first, and a'soto the Greek. For therein (inthegospdl) is
therighteousnessof God reveded fromfaithtofaith: asit
iswritten, thejust shall liveby faith” (Romans 1:16-17).

Thereforethe objectivefaithisfed off thegospd, the
subjectiveisfed off emotions, andfedingsof theindividud.
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Theobjectiveonefeedsthe spirit; the subjective onefeeds
theflesh; man’sfeelingscomeand go likewavesinthe
sea. Faith does not depend onwhat isfelt, but of what is
believed.

I JOHN 5:10-13: “Hethat believeth on the Son of
God haththewitnessinhimsdlf: hethat believethnot God
hath made him aliar; because he believeth not the record
that God gave of his Son. And thisistherecord, that God
hath givento useternd life, andthislifeisinhisSon. He
that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of
God hath not life. Thesethingshavel written unto you
that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may
know that ye haveeternd life, and that ye may believeon
the name of the Son of God.”

COLOSSIANS 3:3-4: “For ye are dead, and your
lifeishidwith Christin God. When Christ, whoisour life,
shdl appear, then shal yea so appear withhiminglory.”

Christistheobjectiveor the purposeof our faith. The
gospd isfull of Christ. And thefaith reliesonthelife of
Christ, not on our own.

Your faithisnot based onyourself, but in Christ (our
objective), therefore, our weakness should be united to
Hisstrength, our ignoranceto Hiswisdom, our fragility to
Hiseterna power. Therefore, we should not, in anyway
depend on ourselves subjectively, but in Christ.
OBVIOUSLY.

OBEY OR DIE

Dictatorships live and work in an atmosphere
of fear. The higher one is in the dictatorship, the
greater the distrust, uneasiness and fear.

Why isthis? Becausethereisnomoral law. There
are no standards of honesty, integrity - of right and
wrong. Thereis no God and hence no laws of God
by which mortals may live. There are no Ten Com-
mandments. Nothing but brute force and the desire
to satisfy the one in charge.

When men are not impelled by loyalty to God to
be honest, truthful, kind and to refrain from mur-
dering, stealing and coveting there is no basis on
which they can trust one another.

Thelaws of God set forth in the Ten Command-
ments are the only means men have to developing
an orderly, peaceabl e society in which they may work
and play in confidenceand trust of oneanother. They
arethe only means of banishing fear, hatred, suspi-
cion and death.

Men must learn to obey God or suffer the conse-
guences. It isjust that ssmple.
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Oneof themost widdly known and quoted Bible phrases
is“JudgeNot.” Thisismost likely becauseweliveina
timewheretheprincipal vaueof our cultureistolerance.

Even our heart teachesusthat trueloveis* acceptance.”

A lovethat istolerant with other people’s choices and
lifestylesand any attempt to speak aword of correction
to another person is seen asaclosed-minded, arrogant,

and intolerant position. After al, even Jesus said, people
should not judgein Matthew 7:1.

“Judgenot, that ye be not judged.”

Butlook carefully! Thatisnotwhat thisverseissaying. It
says, judgein such away that you will not be judged.
Thisverse has so often been misused and taken out of
context.

Beforecontinuing, | need to clarify that thisarticledeals
with our reationship withindividualswithinour Chrigtian
family. Believersare called upon to support oneancther,
build each other up and offer afriendly reminder if wego
adtray.

We arealso called to bewitnesses of Christ, including
telling non-believershow they violateHislaw. That topic
isfor another day. For now, wepray for thenon-believers
andtheir conversion. Back tothearticle:
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At first, | thought | could better clarify this issue by
identifying the original Greek! wordstrandated into the
Englishword“judge.” Therearemany different meanings
of thiswordin New Testament verses. For example:

KRINO = To Judge; The original Greek verb most
frequently trandated as ”judge” inthe New Testament.
ThisGreek word can refer to various stations of judges
offering multipletypesof judgment inmany circumstances.
In other words, thereis nothing inherent inthisword to
mandate a preci se understanding of aspecificjudge, a
specific subject being judged, the nature of thejudgment
given, therealm of judgment, or even the acceptability of
thejudging performed.

ANAKRINO = To Judge; Thisoriginal Greek verbis
related to KRINO, except itisnecessarily moreintensive
or thorough. Itistypically trand ated asto examine, search,
judge, or discern carefully.

DIAKRINO = To Judge; Thisoriginal Greek verb is
related to KRINO, except it emphasi zesthe separation
between thethingsbeing judged. Oftenit referstoarguing
with others. It also frequently refersto being at variance
within onesalf, to doubt, or to waver.

Unfortunately, inMatthew 7:1, “judge’ wasinitidly written
withtheGreek word“krino.” Thisdefinitionistoogeneric
to permit usto confirm all usagesto the same applied
meaning. So, like many other words, we must examine
the context of each verseto understand their meaning.
Asaways, the Bible standsasitsown best commentator.

Continuereading beyond Matthew 7:1; wefind four verses
and across-referenced pardlel passagein Lukethat gives
uscontextual cluesto themeaning of Matt. 7:1. Matt. 7:
2-5 reveals what type of judging to avoid and the
coNsequences.

If wejudge otherswith hypocrisy, wewill bejudged by
thelevd of the hypocrisy used. “ For with what judgment
yejudge, ye shall bejudged: and withwhat measureye
mete, it shal bemeasuredtoyou again. Andwhy beholdest
thouthe motethat isin thy brother’seye, but considerest
not the beam that isin thine own eye? Or how wilt thou
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say tothy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine
eye; and, behold, a beam isin thine own eye? Thou
hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thineown eye;
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out themote out of
thy brother’'seye.” Matthew 7:2-5.

The cross-referenced parallel versesdirect usto Luke
6:37-42 " Judgenot, and ye shal not bejudged: condemn
not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, andye shdl
beforgiven: Give, andit shall be given unto you; good
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running
over, shall men giveinto your bosom. For withthe same
measurethat ye metewithal it shall be measured toyou
again. And he spake aparable unto them, Cantheblind
lead theblind?shall they not both fall intotheditch? The
discipleisnot abovehismagter: but every onethat isperfect
shall beashismaster. And why behol dest thou themote
that isinthy brother’seye, but perceivest not the beam
that isinthineown eye? Either how canst thou say to thy
brother, Brother, let me pull out the motethat isinthine
eye, when thou thyself beholdest not thebeam that isin
thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam
out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to
pull out themotethat isinthy brother’seye.”

In other words, check our ego. Consider thesininour
own lifeasalog compared to aspeck inour eye. If sin
remains undealt with in our lives, we will not bein a
positionto help otherswith their sin. Jesussaysthat until
you removethe sinfrom your own life, you will not be
abletosee” clearly” enoughtohelp someoneelse. If you
arelivingalifethat doesnot follow in Christ’sfootsteps,
you arenot inaplace spiritually to lead someoneelseto
holiness.

Based on the above, how can we ever judge another
person? God has commanded believersto addressthe
sins of our fellow Christians in a certain way and a
narrowly defined path:

First, repent of your own sin, and then you canlovingly
speak truth into another person’slife. You must dothis
because God will judge you, and if you have not been
cleansed of your sin, any judgmentd attitudetoward others
will be one of the thingsthat condemn us on our final
judgment day.
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Second, any judgment isto be donerighteoudy according
to God's holy Laws, not our opinion. Our opinion is
meaningless compared to God's eternal words. Weare
not to judge peoplein the sense of condemning them.
Jesusteachesusto— with love—tell fellow believers
about their sins. " Judge not according to the appearance,
but judgerighteousjudgment.” (John 7:24). Themeaning
of thisisthat we shouldjudgebiblicaly, not worldly. Such
biblical judgment should beredemption-oriented, withthe
motive of gently helping afellow brother or sister move
back into aright relationshipwith Christ.

Thechallengethat all of usfacein making arighteous
judgment isthat we cannot seeinto the other person’s
heart; we do not know their intentionsand attitudes. We
haveahard enoughtimeunderstanding oursaves, let done
someonedse! InJesus commentsabout judging during
His Sermon on the Mount, He cautions us about being
too critical. Therefore, it isfar better to lean toward
patience, forbearance, and mercy if we haveto makea
judgmentcall.

Andfinally, Jesustold Hisdisciples: “Moreover if thy
brother shal trespassagaingt thee, go and tdll him hisfault
between thee and him aone: if he shall hear thee, thou
hast gained thy brother.” (Matt. 18:15). So, weareto
takeour concernsdirectly to our brother in private. We
arenot to shameor humiliate or gain asuperior spiritual
standing over someone e se. No, Jesussaysthat sinand
trespass should befirst confronted privately.

Itisan uncomfortable subject, but the conversation must
happen so that we may keep our brothersand sistersin
Chrigt fromtheawful effectsof Snand expressour sincere
lovetoward them. Themost unloving and least Chrigtian
thing one can do iswithhold the saving knowledge of
holiness and not approach afellow brother or sister in
Christ about their sin. Weareto be* L ooking diligently
lest any manfail of thegraceof God;....” (Heb. 12:15). In
today’sEnglish: Seetoit that no onefailsto obtainthe
graceof God.

Sourcefor Greek wordsand definitions;

www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/
word _study judge.html
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Last summer our local church was blessed by Sister
FawziaDel.ong and her abundancefrom her garden. She
grew so many zucchinisthat each sabbath wewould ar-
riveto church to find arow of baked goodsthat she had
made for each of usto enjoy. Each week we would be
surprised by adifferent variety of lemon zucchini bread
then blueberry zucchini muffins, then zucchini cookies, and
wewould al laugh about what new receipe she'd make
next week for us. But themost important part was seeing
dl thesmilesandlovethat wasexchanged aswedll thanked
her for thinking of us during the week and making our
favorites.

" Aswe have therefore oppor tunity, let usdo good
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the
household of faith" (Galatians6:10).

Thank you
Sister Fawzia
for thereceipe;
she hopes
y everyone will
enjoy it.

‘ Sheis pictured
| tothe left with

£ her husband,

the late, Apostle

Delwin Del.ong

il
If you'd liketo contribute a kosher receipeto The
Food Corner please send to Church of God 7th Day
P.O. Box 328 Salem, West Virginia 26426 or email
christylgiggles@aol.com
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Ingredients:
13/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup vegetableoil
1/4 cup butter, softened
2eggs
1/2 cup buttermilk (can usewhole milk)
ltspvanilla
21/2 cupsflour
1/4 cup baking cocoa
1 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp baking powder
1/2tsp cinnamon
l/4tspcloves
2 cupsfinely shredded zucchini
12 cup dliced semi sweet chocolate chips
1/2 cup diced dmonds (optional)

Directions: Inlargemixing bowl, beat sugar, oil andflour.
Add eggs, milk and vanilla, mix well. Combineflour, co-
coa, baking soda, baking powder, cinnamon and cloves;
gradudly add to creamed mixture. Stir in zucchini, choco-
late chipsand almonds.

Pour into agreased and floured 13X 9 pan.

optiona: Bundt pan, muffinsor mini loaves

Bake at 325 for 55-60 mintutes or 'til atoothpick in-
serted near center comesout clean.

Cooal for 10 minutes before removing from panto awire
rack. Let cool then drizzlefrosting over top.

Frogting:

2 cups powdered sugar, 1/4 cup butter, 1/4 cup cocoa,
1/4 cup coffeeor enoughtomakeit thin, beat until smooth.
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BIBLE

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

Takenfrom TheHome Instructor Part | - If you'dliketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

7- THE REAPING PHASE OF CHRIST'SCOMING
Question: Wheredid John seethe saints?

Answer: "And| saw asit wereaseaof glassmingled
withfire: and themthat had gotten the victory over the
beast, and over hisimage, and over hismark, and over
the number of hisname, stand on the seaof glass, having
theharpsof God" (Revelation 15:2).

Question: What song wassung?

Answer: "Andthey singthe song of Mosesthe servant of
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and mar-
vellousarethy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true
arethy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee,
OLord, and glorify thy name?For thou only art holy: for
all nations shall come and worship beforethee; for thy
judgmentsare made manifest (displayed),” (verses3-4).
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Question: What did John see happen after that?

Answer: "And after that | looked, and, behold, thetemple
of thetabernacle of thetestimony in heaven was opened:
Andthe seven angelscameout of thetemple, havingthe
seven plagues, clothed in pureand whitelinen, and having
their breasts girded with golden girdles. And one of the
four beastsgave unto the seven angelsseven goldenvias
full of thewrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever”
(verses5-7).

NOTE: Thesevenlast plaguesare poured out after the
catching up of the saintsto the seaof glass (new Jerusa-
lem). Thiscatching up permitsall saints, dead and living,
to escapetheselast plagues.

Question: What then happened to thetemple?

Answer: "Andthetemplewasfilled with smokefromthe
glory of God, and from hispower; and no manwasable
toenter into thetemple (pray to God), till the seven plagues
of theseven angelswerefulfilled" (verse8).

NOTE: During the seven last plaguestherewill beno
prayers accepted by God and there will be no opportu-
nity for salvation; thisisfrom theregping of the saintsuntil
thethousand year reign of Jesus.

Question: What did John see?

Answer: "And| looked, and behold awhitecloud," Rev-
elation 14:14first part.

Question: Who wasupon thewhitecloud?

Answer: "and uponthecloud onesat like unto the Son of
man (Jesus Christ)," verse 14 second part.

Question: What wasupon Hishead?

Answer: "Having on hishead agolden crown™ (verse 14
third part).

Question: What wasin hishand?

Answer: "andinhishand asharp sickle" (verse 14 |ast
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part).
Question: What did another angel say to Christ?

Answer: "And another angel came out of the temple,
cryingwithaloud voiceto himthat sat onthecloud, Thrust
inthy sickle, and reap: for thetimeiscomefor theeto
reap; for theharvest of theearthisripe" (Verse 15).

Question: What did Christ do?

Answer: "And hethat sat onthecloud thrustinhissickle
on the earth; and the earth wasreaped” (Verse 16).

NOTE: Christ comesto reap the saintsfromthe earth.
Question: What happened then?

Answer: "Andanother angd cameout of thetemplewhich
isinheaven, heaso havingasharpsickle” (verse 17).

Question: What wasthisangd told to do?

Answer: "And another angel came out from the altar,
which had power over fire; and cried with aloud cry to
him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrustinthy sharp
sickle, and gather the clusters of thevine of the earth; for
her grapesarefully ripe (verse 18).

Quegtion: Whereweretheclugtersof thevineof theearth
cast?

Answer: "Andtheangd thrustinhissickleinto theearth,
and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the
great winepressof thewrath of God (seven last plagues)”
(verse19).

NOTE: Christ and Hisangelsregpthesaints, after which
the wicked represented by the vine are cast into the
winepress of the wrath of God (the pouring out of the
plaguesupon theearth).

Question: What did John see happen under the sixth seal ?

Answer: "And | beheld when he had opened the sixth
sedl, and, lo, therewasagreat earthquake; and the sun
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became black as sackcloth of hair, and themoon became
asblood; Andthestarsof heavenfell untotheearth, even
asafigtree casteth her untimely figs, when sheisshaken
of amighty wind. And the heaven departed asascroll
whenitisrolledtogether; and every mountainandisand
weremoved out of their places’ (Revelation 6:12-14).

Question: What did thewicked do?

Answer: "Andthekingsof theearth, and thegreat men,
and therich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty
men, and every bondman, and every freeman, hid them-
sevesinthedensandintherocksof themountains' (Verse
15).

Question: Uponwhat dothey call?

Answer: "And said to the mountainsand rocks, Fall on
us, and hide usfrom the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from thewrath of theLamb" (Verse 16).

Question: When the wicked call upon the rocks and
mountainswill God'swrath be past or will thewrath just
come?What question will they ask?

Answer: "For the great day of hiswrath iscome; and
who shall beableto stand?' (verse 17).

Question: What will happenimmediately after thetribu-
lation?

Answer: "Immediately after thetribulation of thosedays
shdll the sun be darkened, and themoon shall not give her
light, andthe starsshall fall from heaven, and the powers
of the heavensshall be shaken" (Matthew 24:29

NOTE: Thesearethethingsthat happen under thesixth
sedl, so hereMatthew outlinesthe samethingsthat John
doesin Revelation 6.

Question: What will then appear?
Answer: "Andthen shall appear the sign of the Son of
man in heaven: and then shall al thetribesof the earth

mourn (comparewith Revelation 6:15-16), and they shall
seethe Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with
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power and great glory" (verse 30).
Question: How does | saiah describethe church?

Answer: "Likeasawomanwith child, that drawth near
thetimeof her delivery, isin pain, and crieth out in her
pangs, so havewebeeninthy sight, OLORD" (Isaiah
26:17).

Question: What isher lament?

Answer: "Wehavebeenwith child, wehavebeeninpain,
we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not
wrought (worked) any deliverancein the earth; neither
havetheinhabitantsof theworldfallen” (verse 18).

Question: How does God promise aresurrection of his
people?

Answer: "Thy dead menshal live, together with my dead
body (al dead menwill ariseat the sametimeaslsaiah)
shdl they arise. Awakeand sing, yethat dwell indust: for
thy dew isasthe dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast
out thedead" (verse 19).

Quedtion: At theresurrectionwhat commandisgivento
God's people?

Answer: "Come, my people, enter thou into thy cham-
bers (New Jerusalem), and shut thy doors about thee:
hidethysdf asit werefor alittlemoment, until theindigna:
tion (wrath of the seven last plagues) be overpast” (verse
20).

Question: Why does the Lord reap the church at this
time?

Answer: "For, behold, theLORD cometh out of hisplace
to punishtheinhabitantsof theearthfor ther iniquity (sns):
theearth aso shall disclose(reved) her blood (thosewho
belong to God's church), and shall no more cover her
dain(nosaintwill dieagain) (verse21).

Question: After their regping, under what will the saints
abide?
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Answer: "Hethat dwellethin the secret place of the most
Highshdl abideunder theshedow of theAlmighty" (Psalm
91:1).

Question: How completewill the protection of Christ
be?

Answer: "Heshdl cover theewith hisfesthers, and under
hiswingsshalt thoutrust: histruth shall bethy shieddand
buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for theterror by night;
nor for thearrow that flieth by day; Nor for the pestilence
(Plague) that walketh in darkness; nor for thedestruction
that wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side,
and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come
nighthee" (verses4-7).

NOTE: Remember thisisbecausethesaintsare safein
God's secret chambers, the seaof glass, the New Jerusa
lem.

Question: Will the saintsbe present among the plagues?

Answer: "Only withthine eyesshdt thou behold and see
thereward of thewicked" (verse 8).

NOTE: Theplaguesandtheir resultswill beseenthrough
thetransparent wal lsof thecity.

Question: How safewill thesaintsbeintheir habitations,
or dwelling place, whichisisthe New Jerusalem?

Answer; "Becausethou hast madethe LORD, whichis
my refuge, eventhe most High, thy habitation (dwelling
place); There (inthisdwelling place) shall no evil befall
thee, neither shal any plague comenigh (near) thy dwell-
ing" (verses9-10).

NOTE: IntheNew Jerusalem, intheair, thesaintswill be
safewith Christ, and no plaguewill be ableto enter there.

Question: For what should we constantly pray?
Answer: "Watch yetherefore, and pray always, that ye
may be accounted worthy to escapeall thesethingsthat

shall cometo pass, and to stand before the Son of man"
(Luke21:36).
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THE ATONEMENT

By David Del_ong

The atonement that Jesus provided for us upon the
crosswasimmediateand complete. | haveeven heard it
said that atonement means" at-one-meant™ meaning that
Christ'satonement was meant for each person, individu-
aly. The Greek word, according to Strong's Concordance,
means"exchange, i.e. restoration to (thedivine) favor:
atonement, reconciliation.” Theblood of JesusChrig, shed
upon the cross, bringsthe believer back into arestored
relationship with God, the Father.

In Exodus chapter 29, verses 32 and 33 we read:
"AndAaron and hissons shall eat theflesh of theram,
and the bread that isin the basket, by the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation. And they shall eat those
thingswherewith theatonement was made, to consecrate
and to sanctify them: but astranger shall not eat thereof,
becausethey areholy." Weshould readily seethat Aaron
and hissonseating theflesh of theram and the bread that
wasin the basket pointsto Jesuswho performed ablood
sacrifice and became the bread of lifefor us. Verse 36
goesonto say, "And thou shalt offer every day abullock
for asnoffering for atonement: and thou shat cleansethe
atar, when thou hast made an atonement for it, and thou
shdtanointit, tosanctify it." Every day weneed thecleans-
ing blood of Jesusto be our atonement.

Thechildren of Isragl wereevento givearansomfor
themsel veswhen they were numbered. Welearnin chap-
ter 30, verses 11-16: "And the LORD spake unto M oses,
saying, When thou takest the sum of the children of Isradl
after their number, then shall they giveevery manaran-
somfor hissoul unto the LORD, when thou numberest
them; that there be no plague among them, when thou
numberest them. Thisthey shdl give, every onethat passeth
among them that are numbered, half ashekel after the
shekel of thesanctuary: (ashekel istwenty gerahs:) an
half shekel shdl bethe offering of theLORD. Every one
that passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty
yearsold and above, shdl givean offering untothe LORD.
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Therich shall not givemore, and the poor shall not give
lessthan hdf ashekd, whenthey givean offering unto the
LORD, to make an atonement for your souls. And thou
shalt takethe atonement money of thechildren of Isradl,
and shat appoint it for the service of thetabernacleof the
congregation; that it may beamemorial untothechildren
of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for
your souls."

Theseversesshow that the atonement of Christisequd
for dl. Yes, somehavedefinitely snned morethan others
but even so, Chrig'satonement istill equa for dl. It only
takes one unrepentant sin to keep a person out of the
kingdom of heaven. Romans5:15-18 reads: "But not as
theoffence, so dsoisthefreegift. For if through the of -
fence of onemany bedead, much morethegrace of God,
and thegift by grace, whichisby oneman, Jesus Chrigt,
hath abounded unto many. And not asit wasby onethat
snned, soisthegift: for thejudgment wasby oneto con-
demnation, but thefreegift isof many offencesuntojusti-
fication. For if by one man’s offence death reigned by
one; much morethey which receive abundance of grace
and of the gift of righteousnessshal reigninlifeby one,
Jesus Christ. Therefore asby the offence of onejudgment
cameupon all mento condemnation; even so by therigh-
teousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
judtificationof life."

We now enjoy the benefits of Christ'satonement for
us. Romans5:11 reads. "And not only so, but wea sojoy
in God through our Lord Jesus Chrigt, by whomwehave
now received the atonement." When Jesus' blood was
shed upon the crossthen His atonement for usbecame
effectiveimmediately, and theatonement of anima blood
sacrificesstopped immediately.

Wethank the L ord for the at-one-meant of Jesuswho
has restored us to divine favor with the Father in
heaven.Wedon't havetowait for thisrestoration, but we
canreceiveit today!

PAGE NINETEEN




The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
OUR CONDUCT IN THE HOUSE OF GOD

Scripture Reading: Psalm 95:1-11.
GoldenText: Psalm122:1.

"l wasglad whenthey said unto me, Let usgointothe
houseof the LORD."
NOTE: The moreweworship the Lord God, the less
attraction theworld will havefor usand thelessopportu-
nity the devil hasto deceive us. let usworship Godin
spiritandintruth.

1. How are we to come to church? Ecclesiastes 5:1;
Psalm 100:4.

2. How must we worship God? John 4:23-24.

3. Isit possible that some types of worship may bein
vain?Matthew 15:7-9.

4. Can we worship God fully and not be holy? |
Chronicles 16:29; Psalm 29:2.

5. How should we serve God? Hebrews 12:28.

6. What should prompt worship to God within us? Ro-
mans5:6-11; John 3:16.

LESSON I
OBEDIENCE

Scripture Reading: Ephesians6:1-11.
Golden Text: Ephesians6:1.

"Children, obey your parentsintheLord: for thisis
right.”
NOTE: Weshould beginto servetheLordwhileweare
young. We must be obedient to our heavenly Father as

well asto our parentshereon earth.

1. What ispromised to all who honor their father and
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mother? Exodus 20:12.

2. Should parentsteach their children the Word of God?
Deuteronomy 6:7.

3. How arechildren to be brought up? Ephesians 6:4.

4. Sometimeswethink our parents do not love us be-
causethey chasten usor correct usfor thingswhichwe
dothat arenot right. Isthistrue? Proverbs 13:24.

5. When we do wrong in the sight of God, wewill be
chastened by Him also. Hebrews 12:9.

6. When should webeginto servethe L ord? Ecclesiastes
12:1.

NOTE: If wearenot obedient to our parents, we cer-
tainly will not be acceptableto God. Remember that your
parentslove you and want to see you saved in the King-
dom of God. And that iswhy they correct youwhenyou
dowrong.

LESSON 111
THE POWER OF THE TONGUE

ScriptureReading: James 3:1-18.
Golden Text: Proverbs18:21.

"Death and life arein the power of the tongue; and
they that loveit shall eat thefruit thereof.”

NOTE: Inconsidering someof thehindrancesto aholy
life, thereisnone so dangerous asan unbridled tongue.
Not only have peoplelost their own spiritua power through
wrong use of thetongue, but often poi soned arrowshave
been sent to many heartsthrough an untamed tongue. L et
usstudy how we cantry to control our words.

1. What issaid of the person who bridles histongue?
James 3:2.

2. What blessing ispromised for properly governed con-
versation?Psalm 50:23.
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3. Isit possiblefor manto tamethe tongue through his
own power? James 3:8.

4. 1f wedo not bridleour tongue, doesour religion amount
to nothing in the sight of God? James 1:26.

5. What shall begivento thefa setongue? Psalm 120:3-
4.

6. Can our words be called atrue index of our heart?
Matthew 12:34-35.

LESSON IV
OUR CONVERSATION

Scripture Reading: | Peter 1:3-16.
Golden Text: Psalm 50:23.

"Whoso offereth praiseglorifieth me: andto himthat
ordereththisconversation aright will | shew thesavation
of God."

NOTE: Thislessonisacontinuation of our last lesson.
Just asweareto bridle our tongue, we areto watch all
our conversations. ThereisOnewho hearsall theunkind
criticismsand harsh judgmentswe often whisper behind
the backsof thosewho are attacked. L et usall remember
that what we say and even what wethink isknown by the
Father in heaven.

1. To becomeachild of God, what must be done con-
cerning our former conversation? Ephesians4:22-23, 25.

2. What isit that should not proceed out of our mouths?
Ephesans4:29-31.

3. Should not we (the people of God) beexamplesin our
conversation?| Timothy 4:12; | Peter 1:15-16.

4. Would God be pleased with just any kind of conver-
sation that we might use? Philippians 1:27.

5. How must our conversationsbeamong other people?
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| Peter 2:12; 3:16.

6. If weusetheright conversation, what promiseismade
to us?Psalm 50:23.

7. WhentheLord comes, what manner of personsought
weto be? Il Peter 3:10-14; James 3:13.

WHOARE THESE MEN?

1. Hebuilt aboat whentheworldwasnew and led inthe
animas, two by two.

2. Thisone man'sdescendants, God promised, should
belikethe starsinthe sky or the sands of the sea.

3. Hestood aloneinthelion'scave, and promised Jeho-
vah, strong to save.

4. Mysterious writing on the wall, and foretold the
kingdom'scertainfall.

5. Hedtilledastorm on Galilee, and He said to Matthew,
"Followme."

6. When hismood was black and hisvoicewas sharp,
young David could soothe him with hisharp.

7. Hewasnot aprophet, aking nor asage, He simply
livedtoavery great age.

8. Hedippedintheriver - one-two-three-and found it a
curefor hisleprosy.

Answersto Shepherdson page 23:
1.Amos
2. Judah
3.Abd

4. Joseph
5. Rachel
6. Moses
7. lsreel
8. David
9. Jesus

BibleRiddle-
| amacity near Jordan
Two spieswere sent to me
Jesushealed hereand also Elisha
My wallsfdl down.
What'smy name?
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TWO BRAVE PREACHERS
Doyou girlshavealinen dressto wear to Sabbath
School thissummer?Or, do you boyshaveapair of linen
pants?Linenissuch nicemateria for many things.

Theflax plantisoneof themost valuableof dl plants,
not counting the oneswe use for food. From the flax,
thosethreadsof linen areobtained. M other'smost prized
tablecloth camefromtheflax plant.

Theplantsarefirst drawn throughiron teeth which
removethe seeds. They then are soaked inwater for sev-
eral days, after which theouter fibersare separated form
thecore. Itisfromtheinner part that thelinenthreadsare
made.

When the stalks are taken out of thewater, they are
laid out to dry. Thenthey are put through sharp teeth once
more, which dividethem lengthwise. It seemslikerough
treatment for aplant, but that istheonly way linenthreads
can be obtained.

Thereason theflax stands hard usage is because of
theinner fiber whichismade stronger and finer by it. All
these harsh processes must take place beforetheflax can
be spunintofine, strong linen threads.

Peter and John had to undergo rough treatment many
times. Turninyour BiblestoActs3to seeif you canfind
thereason Peter and John were put into prison. It wasfor
agood deed doneto alame man.

Nothinginall theworld that Peter and John might
have possessed, asdefromtherr gift of heding, could have
meant so much to thelameman. They might have given
himthemost comfortable homeimaginable, with servants
to do hisbidding, but he still would have been helpless
andlame.

Nowonder heleaped up and praised God withal his
heart and voice! No other but God, working through Pe-

ter and John, could perform thisgreat cure. No wonder
the peopl e standing about, who had alwaysknown the
lameman, werefilled with amazement!

It wasthen that Peter had the chanceto preach about
Jesus. At the beginning of their sermon, hetold themiit
was not by their own power he and John had donethis.
No, it wasthrough Jesus, the onethey had crucified. Pe-
ter told them they ought to repent.

That struck them pretty hard. When Peter told them
that God waseventhenready toforgivethemfor treating
His Son so, they felt a need to make a decision. Five
thousand of them believed thewords Peter preached. Just
think! Fivethousand!

Therulerswerenot among thisgroup. They had taken
hold of Peter and John, threw themintojail, and left them
thereall night. Peter and John were not discouraged, they
went right on preaching about Jesus.

How isit, do you think, that those two men did not
losetheir couragethrough all thisrough treatment? Re-
member about that strong, inner fiber of theflax that came
out stronger and finer after harsh treatment? Peter and
John possessed astrong inner fiber: their Father, God
and Jesus, their Lord. Therough treatment madetheir
faith stronger and brighter.

When therulerswereready tolet Peter and John out
of prison, they threatened them with great punishment if
they did not quit preaching. Did that scarethem? They
answered, "We cannot but speak the things which we
have seen and heard. We ought to obey God rather than
men." It took courageand faithto say this.

Young people, you may never be put to death nor
even beimprisoned because of your faith in God. But
remember, when you are laughed at or treated roughly
because of your faithin God, that, liketheflax, will help
you comeout stronger and better, if you aretrue.
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SHEPHERDS Answersto Who Are These Men on page 21
o ) 1. Noah 2. Abraham 3. Daniel 4. Belshazzar 5.
Fill in the names of some shepherdsfrom the Bible. Jesus 6. Saul 7. Methuselah 8. Naaman
1. Who was a prophet, and one of the books of the
Bible was named after him? A PRAYER

2. Heisthe 4th son of Jacob.

3. Whowasthefirst shepherdrecorded in the Bible?
4. Who had a coat of many colors?

5. She met Jacob at the well.

6. He saw a burning bush.

7. His name was Jacab, _but God change? itto__ ? Answer to Bible Riddle on page 21:
8. Wh(_) said: " The Lord is my shepherd? Jericho Numbers 22:1

9. Heisthe Good Shepherd. ) o

Dear God, who watches from above,
Help usto love all those You love.
Amen.

LITTLE, BUT WISE

Who showed the little ant the way
Her narrow holeto bore;
And spend the pleasant summer day
In laying up her store?

The sparrow builds her clever nest
Of wool and hay and moss,
Who told her how to weave it best
And lay the twigs across?

Who taught the busy bee to fly
Among the sweetest flowers;
And lay his store of honey by

To eat in winter hours?

"Twas God who showed them all their way,
He gave them wondrous skill;
And teaches children, if they pray
To do His holy will.
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GOD'S BOAT
by Delwin Delong

A wave rose high and tossed the boat,
It rocked from side to side;
T'was Noah's folk and animals
Who lodged there-safe inside.

The world had done its very best
To break God's laws and ways,
Noah's group had passed the test,
Therest received their pay.

The Flood - it covered all the earth-
The wicked were destroyed,;
It left behind a terrible dearth,
The fruitful all were bouyed.

The world again has done its best
To follow Satan's way;
All unrighteous will be left
On Jesus returning day.

The people now are like those then
In all their wicked ways;
[t's time to listen to God's words
Before the judgment day.

Just repent and keep God's laws,
That is the only way.







