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THENEW TESTAMENT SABBATH

Many peopleteach that apart of the New Testament
was nailed to the cross, namely, thefour gospels, Mat-
thew, Mark, L uke and John. Also that which Christ said
whileHewasyet dive doesn't amount to anythinginthis
age. Wearenotinclinedto believeit because Jesussaid,
"Heaven and earth shall passaway: but my wordsshall
not pass away" (Mark 13:31; Matthew 24:35; Luke
21:33). If we believe Jesus, we know that thewordsHe
spoke will not pass away even after heaven and earth
have passed away. The apostles recorded the words of
JesusastheHoly Spirit brought to their remembrancethe
thingsHehad said, after He had goneto the Father. (See
John 14:26). We should consider thewords of Jesusthe
most important part of the New Testament, sinceHeis
our great example, and theoneweareinstructed tofol-
low. - (I Peter 2:21; John 8:12).

Now if the New Testament isingpired by the Spirit of
God, wewill not expect oneday to be called the Sabbath
In one place and another day to be called the Sabbathin
another place. Weread in Matthew 28:1; "Intheend of
the sabbath, asit began to dawn (draw on) toward the
first day of theweek.." Itiseasy to seethat the Sabbathis
the day before the first day, and therefore the seventh
day. (Seeaso Mark 16:1-2). The Sabbath ismentioned
onceto every four pagesinthe New Testament, but the
first day ismentioned only eight timesinthe entire New
Testament, and nowhereintheBibleisit called the Sab-
bath, nor theL ord'sday. Theseventh day isnot only called
the Sabbath in thisage, but Christ said Hewas L ord of
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the Sabbath. (SeeMark 2:28; Matthew 12:8). Being Lord

of athing meansthat it belongsto the Lord.
God, An Exampleof Sabbath Keeping

"Beyethereforefollowersof God, asdear children”
(Ephesians5:1). God wasthefirst oneto rest on the sev-
enth day, and set it apart from the other six daysasa
memorial of creation and Hisrest. The Sabbathisnot a
shadow of something to come, but is pointing back to
creation, thereforeitisamemorid of that event. AsGod
doesnot change (Malachi 3:6; James1:17), we should
expect Him to have the same Sabbath or memorial that
He chose and blessed in the beginning. " For wewhich
have believed do enter intorest, asHe said,...And God
did rest the seventh day fromall hisworks. Andinthis
placeagain, if they shdl enter into my rest. Seeing there-
foreit remaineth that somemust enter therein,...(Hebrews
4:3-6). Here we are told that the seventh day is God's
rest, andthat it still remained sixty-four yearsafter Christ
for peopleto enter into. "For hethat isentered into his
(God's) rest, he d so hath ceased from hisownworks, as
Goddidfromhis' (Hebrews4:10). Thento befollowers
of God as dear children, we must cease from our own
workson the seventh day, and not on thefirst day, or else
wewill fal after theexampleof unbelief.

Christ, An Exampleof Sabbath K eeping
"Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | anthe

light of theworld: hethat followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall havethelight of life” (John 8:12). "For

PAGE THREE




even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suf-
feredfor us, leaving usan example, that ye should follow
hissteps: Who did no sin, neither wasguilefoundin his
mouth” (1 Peter 2:21-22). Jesusawaysdid HisFather's
will and wanted the same onenessto beamong Hispeople
that existed between Him and His Father. (See John
17:11). Wewould naturally expect Him to uphold His
Father's Sabbath, and set an example of Sabbath keep-
ing beforeus. Weread: "And hecameto Nazareth, where
he had been brought up: and, ashiscustom was, hewent
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for
toread...And came down to Capernaum, acity of Gali-
lee, and taught them on the sabbath days..." (Luke4:16,
31).

It can be seen from thesetextsthat Christ had acus-
tom of Sabbath keeping, and Hekept it al Hislife. After
Hisdeath onthe cross, the holy women continued tofol-
low Him by resting the Sabbath day according to thecom-
mandment. (See L uke 23:56). Tofollow Jesus, we must
make it our custom to keep the Sabbath as He kept it;
thusfollowing thestraight and narrow way whichisjust as
narrow asthefootprints of Jesus Chrigt. - (John 15:10).

Paul, An Example of Sabbath K eeping

It isoften asserted that Paul, being an apostleto the
Gentiles, wasafirst-day man and taught the abolition of
thefourth commandment. Paul said, "Beyefollowersof
me, evenasl| dsoamof Chrigt” (I Corinthians11:1). Now,
if Paul had been a Sunday (first-day) keeper and afol-
lower of Christ, then Christ wasa Sunday keeper. All the
above Scripturesused in theabove examplethenarenull
and voidwithout any meaning. Beforeweaccept theclams
of men, wewill get Paul'sown testimony about the mat-
ter. All peoplewho are of an honest heart should bewill-
ing to abide by what he said.

"And Paul, ashismanner was, went in unto them, and
three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scrip-
tures’ (Acts17:2). Itisclearly sated inthistext that it was
Paul'smanner to go unto them to reason with them out of
the Scriptures on the Sabbath day. Then the cry comes
fromthe"No Law Advocates' and sabbath breakers, that
it wasonly hismanner to worship on the Sabbath when
among the Jews, and when among Gentiles, hewasafirst-
day keeper. Wewill go deeper into Paul'smanner of wor-
ship.
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We next find Paul among the Gentilesat Macedonia.
"And from thenceto Philippi, whichisthechief city of
that part of Macedonia, and acolony: andwewerein
that city abiding certain days. And on the sabbath we
went out of the city by ariver side, where prayer was
wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the
women which resorted thither" (Acts 16:12-13. This
makes six meetings of the Apostle Paul on the sabbath
dayswith both Jewsand Gentiles, but wetill have more.

Wefind Paul keeping the Sabbath inthe Gentiletown
of Corinth, and working the other Six daysasatent-maker
(Acts18:3). "And hereasoned in the synagogue every
sabbath, and persuaded the Jaws and the Greeks™ (Acts
18:4)." And he continued there ayear and six months,
teaching theword of God among them” (verse 11). So
Paul stayed at Corinth ayear an six months, and went
into the synagogue every Sabbath and persuaded both
Jewsand Greeks, or Jewsand Gentiles. Thismakes sev-
enty-eight Sabbath meetingsin successioninaGentile
town, by theapostleto the Gentiles. These, with the other
six, madeatotal of eighty-four religiousmeetingsonthe
Sabbath recorded in the New Testament. Somemay say
thereisno evidencethat Paul held seventy eight Sabbath
meetingsat Corinth. TheWord sayshe continued therea
year and six months, and whilethere hewent into the
synagogue every Sabbath and persuaded the Jewsand
the Greeks. When someone shows from the Word of
God that Paul did not preach every Sabbath whilethere,
or that he made tents on the Sabbath any of thistime,
then | will believeit and not before.

Some will say that Paul preached on the Sabbath,
but did not regard it as aday of rest. We will let Paul
answer for himsalf again. "For wewhich have believed
do enter into rest, as he said, As | have sworn in my
wrath, if they shall enter intomy rest: athoughtheworks
werefinished from the foundation of theworld. For he
spakein acertain place of the seventh day onthiswise,
And God did rest the seventh day from all hisworks"
(Hebrews4:3-4). We seethat Paul rested onthe seventh
day as God had said. God said for usto rest on the sev-
enth day. - (Exodus 20:8-11).

Somewill tell you that therestin Hebrews 4 iseter-
nal rest, and has no reference to the seventh day, but
Hebrews4:10 forever settlesthe question. We cannot
enter into God'srest unlesswe ceasefrom our ownworks
as God did from His. We find that on the seventh day

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




God ended Hiswork which He had made, and rested on
the seventh day from all Hiswork. It remainsthat we
cease from our own work as God did from His, if we
enter into Hisrest, regardless of wherewe placetherest.

THE RETURN OF
PAUL AND BARNABAS
Reprinted

After Paul and Barnabas had completed their great
missionary journey intothehegthen cities, wherethey made
converts and established many churches, as we have
learned, they came back to the city of Antioch, where
they started from, and told the Membersthereal that the
L ord had donethrough their preaching.

Weknow also that therewere many Gentiles--Greeks
and other heethen--inthe church at Antiochwho had been
converted. These Gentiles, aswell asPaul’sconverts,
had not joined the Jewi sh synagogue, but only the Church
purchased by Jesus (Acts 20:28).

But there were somein the church in Jerusalem who
wereso setintheir old religion that they believed no one
could be saved who had not first becomeaJew. There
werein the synagogues some convertsto thetrue God,
but they had joined the Jewish group. Thosewerecalled
proselytes.

Some of these die-hard Jews thought they must go
down to Antioch and set mattersstraight. They toldthe
church there that their converts must all become Jews
and keep thelaw of M oses--especialy be circumcised--
or they could not be saved.

Of course, Paul had been brought up astrict Jew; but
the L ord had taught him many thingsand gppointed hima
specid preacher to the Gentiles, and heknew that it was
by faith in Jesus Christ that the heathen, aswell asthe
Jews, must be saved, and not by any rite or ceremony, or
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feast days, or Lawsof Moses.

Thismadetroubleinthechurch at Antioch, sometaking
onesideand sometheother. Paul wanted nodivisionin
the church, so it wasthought best to take the matter up
with the apostles at Jerusalem, who of coursewerethe
head of all the Churchesof God everywhere.

A council wascalled of both sidestotalk thingsover
and pray over the matter. Thisisthe best way to settle
any differencesamong children of God, for theHoly Spirit
will makeplainwhoisright.

When they had listened to Paul and the otherstelling
how the L ord had blessed the heathen churches, Peter
a so reminded them how he had preached to Corndlius, a
Roman solider, who had received the message and been
converted, and the Holy Spirit had come upon him the
sameason the apostles.

So it was decided that these Gentiles who God had
accepted werered Saints, the sameasthe converted Jews.
And James, who seemed to be chairman of the convention,
gavetheverdict accordingly. It wasdecidedto send a
letter back by Paul and theothers, tothechurchat Antioch;
andthisletter isrecorded inthefirst versesof Acts 15:22-
30. They must abstainfrom afew smplethingsinwhich
the heathenindulged intheir worship, and live purelives
before God and man.

The reason for this was that when Jesus came and
died, HefulfilledMoses law. HewastheLambdainfor
our sins, so therewasno more need to slay animals, or
keep other of the old ritesand ceremonies, but only to
believe on Jesus and obey the Ten Commandments, the
law of lovetoward God and our neighbors.

Thisdecision of the council wasavery important one.
I it had been decided the other way, wetoo must al have
become Jews. But the apostles were led by the Holy
Spirit, so of courseit wasdecided right.

The Gentileswere much encouraged onreceiving this
|etter, and a so thereport of the del egateswho had been
up to Jerusalem; and the churches everywhere were
strengthened and built up.
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The What of the Crucifixion
Reprinted

We think of our Lord’swonderful hands that were
accustomed to bless, to heal, to lift in prayer, to easethe
burdens of others. We have grown to lovethose hands.
They fascinateus. Yet thoseresplendent, and magnificent
handswere nailed to across. Who would dareto nail
such superb and e egant extremitiesto acruel cross?

Asweresearchfor “WHQO” webegintothink interms
of “What” nailed Jesus' handstothetree? Therewere
Pharisees—very piousand sinceremen. Their religious
loydties, which demanded utter obedienceto theletter
of the law, blinded their eyes. Their fear of this new
preacher, from Nazareth, created aburning hatred. When
fear and hate control, a spike is driven deep into the
industrious handsof our Saviour!

There were men like Annas and his son-in-law
Cagphas, whosegreed for money madethem vaueprofits
more than the prophets — the sale of lambs and doves
meant more than the saving of souls. Greed piercesdeep
into the hands of the Saviour.

The scribeswere proud of their authority —they had
studied in the best schools. And when the carpenter’s
Son spokewith greater authority, their jea ousy and pride
sought ways to drive spikes deeper into the Master’s
loving hands.

The Esseneswereultrareligious. They believed with
all their hearts that the Kingdom of God would come
apocaypticaly. They provedther loyaty by sdlling all
they possessed and moving to thewildernessat Qumran.
Their fierceloyaty totheir kind of kingdom madeit easy
to renounce God'sgreatest gift to man.

The sdlfishnessof Jamesand John Zebedeein seeking
positionsof adminigtration, madethem fleewiththeother
disciplesat thecrucifixion and madeit easier to bind those
loving handsto the crossbeam! Itisnot so much WHO
but WHAT crucified Jesus. Hate, greed, pride, jealousy,
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didoyalty, selfishness, desireto bringin our ownideas,
these and other sinscrucified our Lord. Andthey still,
today, nail the handsof Christ tothe cursed tree!

START PREPARING
YOUR CHRISTIAN GARDEN

L et usgointo thebarn and get out some potatoes (taters)
and seewhich oneswe should plant. Thereisonewith
specks all over it. That's a spectator. It never gets
anywhere. Itislikethefigtreethat Jesuscursed. It only
had leaveson it and nofruit.

Look therearetwo tatersthat look exactly dike. They
areimitators. They just follow thecrowd. They haveto
imitatetheir neighborsand keep up with thethingsthey
do. We need to learn to be obedient and to have a
standardtofollow. They do not read the Bibleand study
it. They just listento the preachersand copy what they

say.

Then we find a commentater. Heis happy in just
repeating whatever other people say, before checking it
out and seeing whether itisthetruth. Heistakingal the
timeand saying so many wrong things. Soon not any of
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hiswordsarelistened to.

Thereisonethat looksgood. Isit good insidetoo?
No, heisadictater. He alwayswantsto be the leader
and never dowhat heistold. Hewantstotell everybody
what to do and then hejust Sitsback and demands. Heis
not called to be planted in the garden because he does
not participatein any church functionsand doesnot bother
to help anyone.

Now hereisapotato that we do not want to missto
put out. We should have many rowsof thissweet potato.
Listen, you can always catch moreflieswith honey than
withvinegar. Theworld needshappy and hedlthy people.
L et usdevelop asweet and radiant personality sothat we
may help others see our disposition and a so be sweet
potatoes.

We havefivekindsof cornto plant. Youwill notice
each of theseearsof cornaredifferent. Thisoneisalight
yellow and has pointed kernels. That ispopcorn. They
areonly good when they are heated up and thengo* bang”
to show their value. Wemust never get cold. Weaways
want to beon firefor the Lord and show al our values.

Then noticethe other four earsareamost alike, but
differentincolor. Thereisawhiteear, avery dark ear, a
red ear, and thisoneisyellow. That remindsus of the
four familiesof racesthat God hasonthisearth. They are
all full of good food value. They al work theworks of
God. InActs17:26 weread: “ (God) hath made of one
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of
the earth...”

All are human beings, and al welcomed by God to
become part of the Family of God. They aredl related
through Jesus Christ. All are made by God to havethe
same aspirations, the same desires, and similar needs.
They aredl lost. All can besavedthesameway you are
saved. Thendl should haveequa opportunity inthislife.
Inthinking of thisgardentry to put yourself intothecorn
of other colors.

Wemust never show or fed any disdainfor any person
no matter what color they are. They are our Brethren
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when they accept the Gospel of Jesus. We arewarned
against showing respect of persons.

Thereisasingspiration song that we sing sometimes,
anditfitssowell into our garden: Jesuslovesthedifferent
people, dl the peopleof theworld. Red and yellow, black
and white, they are preciousin Hissight; Jesuslovesthe
peopleof theworld!

Next you must plant inyour Christian garden fiverows
of peas. Preparedness, Promptness, Perseverance,
Politenessand Prayer. Theninthemiddleof thesesprinkle
afew Sweet Peasto make the day ahappy one.

Next to the peas, you want to plant three rows of
squash; Squash Gossip, Squash Criticism, and Squash
Indifference. A personthat isshunted feelsleft out and
out of place. Nothing ismoreof apunishment toaperson
thanto beignored. That iswhy wemust havethe Sweet
Peasto balance out the garden.

We haveto get our iron and mineralsso wemust plant
fiverowsof lettuce: Let usbefaithful, Let usbeunsdfish,
Let usbeloyal, Let usbetruthful and Let uslove one
another. Thenremember that no gardeniscompletewithout
turnips. Turnup for Sabbath School, worship and prayer
services. Turn up with a smile and Turn up with
determination.
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In flight by Laura Tennant

S T E SR
L ooking out the window at work or standing in the
parking lot of anearby grocery store, thesight of aflock
of birdsin flight has always taken my breath away. |
never tire of the beauty they create asthey fly towards
some predetermined destination. Often| find myself gazing
after them until thelast birdisinsight, so overwhelmed
am| by themystery they create within me. The beauty
and wonder of their ability to so gracefully soar through
theheavensovercomesmewith asenseof greatness. The
presence of God floods my soul, and | feel alittle bit
closer to Him at those moments. At thesametimethose
birdsinflight bring afeeling of peaceas| standin quiet
awe. Suchan ordinary event, yet how uniqueand specidl.

Recently | watched this mystery, and questionsran
throughmy mind. Itall looksso smple—flying through
the endless sky, so natural, without acarein theworld,
yet, | couldn’t hel p but wonder more about those specia
creatures. | watched asthebirdsin front set the pacefor
therest. Somewould lay back, and some would pull
forward, somewould fly with twistsand turns, soaring
and diving, somewould crossover, and somewould create
agroup withintheflock, separate, yet apart of thewhole,
but al continuinginflight.

My interest seemed to draw me to the birds at the
back of the flock. | began to wonder if these small
creaturesfelt bad about being at the back of the group.
Didthey aspireto betheleaders, to bethefirst toarrive?
No, | am surethey did not wonder at all. Instinct pushed
them to fly —to keep going — to continue onward — to
reachtheir destination.

Thesameshould betruein our lives. Jesustellsusto
keep our mind focused on Him. Let usall remember
thosewords so amply put in Philippians 3:14, “| press
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toward themark for the prizeof thehigh callingof Godin
Christ Jesus.” Our thoughtsalso should betofinish—to
reach our destination, the New Jerusalem. Likethebird
inflight, weshould not concern oursel veswithwinning or
losing. Our concernisnot to beinfirst place or second
or third, but smply tofinish. Let usall beabletosay as
did Paul, “1 havefought agood fight, I havefinished my
course, | havekept thefaith: Henceforth thereislaid up
for me acrown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteousjudge, shal givemeat that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love hisappearing” (I
Timothy 4:7-8).

| wondered what would happenif the birdslost sight
of their objective. My thoughtsthen shifted to man aswe
continue on thispath of life. Flying seemssolight, so
carefree, soproblemfree, but weknow thet it isnot without
itshazards. Asl continued tothink of thesesmall cregtures,
| decided to explore more of their nature. What
wonderfully created beings— so magnificently made.
Birds, however, must know what some of their obstacles
are, asweareto know. They must be prepared. Some
arenaturally born with defects. Wetoo are sometimes
handicapped but must find the tool sto hel p usthrough
our weak spots.

As| watched these magnificent yet small creatures, |
became curiousto learn more about them. Everything
about abirdismadefor flight. They haveaminimum
welght but amaximum power.

To take off and maintain flight, the bird can’t betoo
heavy. Yet, to survivetheconditionsfaced intheair and
force of landing, it must be tough so asnot to break on
impact. Thesetwo qualities(lightnessand toughness) are
exactly how abirdiscongtructed. To survivetheconditions
facedinthislife, wemust be both gentleand strong.

The first thing we might notice about a bird isits
feathers. Feathersaredesignedin such perfection. They
arelight but very strong, and they areflexiblebut very
tough. A bird’ swingisthebasic sructure for flight. Itis
the shape of thewingthat allowsabirdtofly. The shape
of thewingismade by thefeathers.
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Thetail of thebird playsabigroleduringflight. The
tail actsasthe rudder, balancing and steering the bird.
Thetail also helpsthebirdinstopping. Thetail isturned
downward and actslikeabrake.

However, flight ismuch morethan festhersand wings.
Thebest way tofly isto belight. The bonesthat birds
have area so madefor lightness. Birdshavelessbones
than most animals. The bonesthey have are hard but
thin. Inbirds, many bones are fused together. Inthis
way, hot asmany musclesareneeded. Thebiggest muscles
abird hasareitsflight muscles. They arevery strong
becausethey haveto raisetheentire body into theair.

The structure of abird’'seyeisvery specia. Birds
have three eyelids. Theretinaof abird’'s eyesistwo
timesasthick asman’s. Good eyesight isanimportant
prerequisteof flight. Hearingisanother sensethat isstrong
inbirds. The earsnot only hear well but are used for
maintaining balance. Thisiscritical duringflight. The
uniqueness of these creatures is endless. God has
prepared them in just the precise way to perform their
function. It is God who has given them the physical
construction to fly. It is God who has given them the
ingtinctsto know how todoit. Birdsdon't study thelaws
of gravity but they usethem. They makeit ook so easy.
Most birdsdo not fly faster or higher thanisneeded. This
isbecauseit takestoo much energy todimb againg gravity.
Also, thereislessoxygento breathe and support thebird
highintheair.

Some birds make sharp turnsto top speeds. Others
fly mostly in straight lines. Thedifferenceisintheir tail
design. Becausethetall isusedlikearudder, thefeathers
arebroad and tiff. Thetail feathersopen and closelike
afanand moveup and down. They asotwist to theleft
or right.

Birdsusetheir wingsandtailsinavariety of waysto
achievetheir expertise. Bird flight isdependent onthe
shapeof thebirds wingsand theway they usethem.

Birdsuseflight in different ways. Someare onthe
wing most of thetime, whileothersmakeonly short flights
from one perchto another. They liveindifferent habitats
which generatedifferent aerodynamic problems. It should
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therefore not be surprising that birds of different species
have different shaped wings. Changing the shapeof a
wing givesit different aerodynamic properties.

Birdsusethewindwith great skill, asif they had sudied
science. Some birdsuseland draftsto soar and glide,
likean eagleusingthecurrentsinacanyon. Seabirdsare
adept at using draftsover water.

Asl studied thesefeathered creaturesinflight, they dl
looked thesame. But | know that couldn’t betrue, just
asweare not the same as each other. 1t isno easy task
with al thetwistsand turnsthislife can present tofinish
the course as God intended, but wearenot alone. The
other birdshelp oneanother inflight by their example. So
weareto help each other through our courseinlife. God
made special provisionsfor us, just asHe hasfor His
creatures. God has provided uswith brethrentolistento
our problemsand offer ussupport. Hehasprovided us
with HisWords and with His Son as our example. An
avenue of prayer isopen to usso wemay communicate
with our heavenly Father. 1tisupto each and every one
of usto take advantage of these provisionsto help us
finish our course.

“Wherefore seeing we al so are compassed about with
sogreat acloud of witnesses, et uslay asideevery weight,
and thesin which doth so easily beset us...L ooking unto
Jesustheauthor and finisher of our faith; whofor thejoy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and isset down at theright hand of thethrone of
God’ (Hebrews12:1-2).

Thestructure of the bird and themiracle of flight are
signsfrom God if we chooseto seethem. Just asthis
small creature must keep focused, so must we. Keep
focused, don’t get sidetracked by the caresof thisworld.
Remember these wordsin the book of Matthew. “And
ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he
that endureth totheend shall besaved” (Matthew 10:22).
Matthew 24:13 revedls, “ But hethat shall endureuntothe
end, thesame shall be saved.”

Thenext timeyou seebirdsinflight, look upward and
fedl the presence of God. Enjoy the closenessHewants
youto have.
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Prid

Proverbs 16:18-79

THOUGHTSABOUT PRIDE
Bond Tennant

TheApostle Paul wrote, “...I say, through the grace
given unto me, to every man that isamong you, not to
think of himsalf morehighly than he ought to think; but to
think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man
themeasure of faith” (Romans 12:3). It wasLucifer’'s
pride and ambition that caused himto fall and become
Satan, thegreat adversary of God. Therearefew of the
Lord’'s people who are not in one way or another
subjectedtothistest. Paul presentsthisdanger asthinking
of onesdlf morehighly that one ought to think.

Theremedy for thisisto “think soberly, according as
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.” Our
fathin God andinHisplanwill causeustoredizethat He
hasnot called usunto Hisholy calling becausewewere
better or morebrilliant than others. Therefore, we have
nored causefor pride, or for ahigh estimation of ourselves
or our ahilities.

Prideisnot an easy thing to detect in ourselves. We
discover it by noting carefully our titudesand viewpoints,
particularly asthey relateto our fellow membersinthe
body of Chrigt. If wefind ourselveshabitudly criticizing
others--if we feel that we could do most things better
than other brethren can dothem--thenwearevery likely
afflictedwiththediseaseof pride. Likewise, if wesurmise
that our viewpointson certain non-fundamenta subjects
of thetruth are more correct than theviewpointsof others,
and if we becomeirritated when othersdisagreewith us,
thisaso may beasymptom of pride.
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A “Thus saith the Lord” should be the end of al
controversy andthesourcefor al our viewpointsof divine
truth. 1f weare proud of heart, we may well insist upon
thosethingsthe Scriptureseither do not support or, in
somecases, do not addressplainly. When Lucifer became
proud, helost hisrespect for the Lord’sviewpoint, and
persstedinfollowing hisowndesresandinclinations. If
we are watchful of our own hearts, we will not permit
prideto gain such afirm hold asthisupon us. We must
purge our hearts from this evil, right from its small
beginnings.

Oneof thetestsupon usinthis, our day of judgment,
isthat webeon aert for the dightest manifestationin our
hearts of thisgreat enemy, pride. We must remember
that, “ pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit
beforeafall” (Proverbs16:18).

How to Climb a Mountain
By Betty Whetstone

In this life we have troubles and trials,
And heartachesincrease by the score;
And each small one that we conquer
Turnsrapidly into many more.

Our health seemsto vanish like vapor
As Satan sneaks into our day;
Our eyes and ears are fading,
And our knees can't bow when we pray.

God sometimes gives us a mountain,
Rising up in the midst of small hills;
With the help of our faith we must climb it,
Despite all our troubles and ills,

We cry from the depth of our weakness,
This one needs the strength of Your will;
For how can | climb such a mountain
When | can't even step over a hill?

God's strength is made known in our weakness,
And Heis always ready to say:
" Dear Child, just take the first step,
And I'll lift you the rest of the way!"
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DEEDSAND A NAME

Reprinted

Every lifeisaninvestment. Thereturnsuponitinthe
futurewill be determined by what we do withitinthe
present. When one seeksan investment for hismoney,
he asks for two things — the greatest security and the
largest return upon hisinvestment. One should seek to
do thesamewith histime. How can| invest my lifeso
that it shall be neither wasted nor lost? And wherecan |
invest my lifesothat it will bringthelargest return?

Youmay useyour timeto secureimmediategratification
of your present cravingsand to securethelargest amount
of pleasure and enjoyment —for life can be consumed —
or you may devotethetimeto servicefor Jesus Christ
and humanity.

To renounce salf, to surrender to God, to spend your
lifefor theLord Jesus Christ andin Hisnamelabor for the
common good isto enter into the experience of themore
abundant life. For by thevery fact that you areliving for
others, your own lifeis greatly enriched and thereis
devel oped animmortality of personal influencewhichis
thesurereturnupontheinvesment. For suchaninvestment
of life the Kingdom of God offersthe largest field of
opportunity, ample security, and thelargest return. 1f one
desirestoliveagreat life, hemust serve hisfellow men.
For CHRIST SAID, “Whoso would befirst among you
will beyour servant.”
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Out of an agewhen theworldisoffering opportunities
for acquiringwedth, Chrigt callsto small salaries. Out of
an agewhen theworldisoffering selfishamusement and
pleasure, Christ callsto hard work and severetoil. But if
onedesiresto makehislifetell for humanity and count for
God, if hewantstofacethebig task of hisgenerationand
do agreat work for theworld, thecall of God through the
spiritua need of theworld today offersto himthesupreme
privilege.

If Jesus Christ leads meinto the practice of law, am|
goingtousemy legal loreand positionfor persona profit,
or to seek to securejustice and establish righteousness
among men? If Jesusleadsmeinto theworld of business
and commerce, am | to conduct my businesssothat | can
beared servantinthe nameof Jesusto my neighbors? If
theworld leads meinto the educational world, am| to
usemy learning asanintellectua sybarite (enjoying only
the company of cultured, congenial Friends) or am| to
usethe knowledge given meinto the educational world
sothat othersmay learnto “Know Himwhomtoknow is
tohaveeternd life”

Our businessintheworld, whatever formitsactivity
may take, istodothewill of Godinour life. Itissaid of
George Washington that “ Providenceleft him childless
that the nation might call himfather.” When heleft the
retirement of home to assume the office of president,
Washingtonsad, “ All that now remainsfor meisto commit
myself and you, my people, to the care of the beneficent
Being Who on former occasions happily brought us
through again after along and distressed separation.” The
difference between Washington and Napoleon, Alexander
and Hannibal isthat they roseto heightsby putting others
down, whileWashington roseto fameby reaching down
andliftingupal others.

In hisinvestment of life, Washington took theroyal
roadto greatness. “I will sand or fal for thiscause,” said
Washington when hegave himself to achieving hisgoals.
Hekept hisword, and in keeping it, kept faith with the
people. He stood firm amid hostile criticism, against
chargesof hypocrisy and treachery, beforehisarmy in
revolt. Thesecret of hisstand washisdevotiontoacause
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and prayer for hispersonal need.

During the period when Calvin Coolidgewas president
anover-zea ousreporter came upon somenotesthat told
of the criticismswaived against Washington. Hemade
some attacks upon the first president and thought to
besmirch hischaracter. President Coolidge was asked
by hischief-of-staff what hethought of thesethingsbeing
written about Washington. He turned from his desk,
walked to thewindow and looked out uponthetall white
shaft south of theWhite House. Then heturned withthe
flicker of asmile upon hisface and remarked with his
quiet humor, “Well, | seethemonument’s<till there.”

When therewas quarreling and jeal ousy among the
colonies, the Congresslooked for aman to head thearmy
who would be ableto unite them and makethem forget
their differences. Because hewasadmired by everyone,
they chose George Washington.

Grestnessthat outwearstimeisaby-product of serving
acausethat by its sweep and grandeur lifts one out of
oneself and sacrifice. A greater onethan Washington, the
herald of agreater Kingdom, said that He had glorified
God on earth by doing the work which His Father had
givenHimtodo.

ConacRAT
ETERNITY
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Roostersareloud! They can hit volumesashighas
140 decibelswhichisthelevel of sound on an aircraft
carrier deck. For humans, anoise above 120 decibels,
about theleve of achainsaw, can cause permanent hearing
damage. So you may wonder why roosters do not go
desf.

Belgianresearcherswritinginthejourna Zoology have
theanswer. They examined theskull structureof thebirds.
Theresearchersfound that they have abuilt-in defense
againgt loud soundsintheform of asound barrier. When
arooster adjustsitshead and neck to crow, small flapsof
tissueclosetheear cand. They effectively act asearplugs
todampenthenoisesignificantly.

On top of that, the study reveal s that roosters can
regeneratethetiny hair cellsdeep within theear that can
become damaged by loud noises. Humans cannot do
that, which iswhy deafness caused by loud soundsis
permanent for us. For roosters, a degree of deafness
would likely only betemporary if it happened at all.

“Micro-CT scansof arooster and chicken head show
that in roosterstheauditory canal closeswhenthebeak is
opened,” theresearcherswrote. “Inhensthediameter of
the auditory canal only narrows but does not close
completely. A morphologica differencebetweenthesexes
inshape of abursalike dit which occursinthe outer ear
canal causesthe outer ear canal to closein roosters but
notinhens”

So now you know why roostersdo not go deaf. God's
designinevery living thing on Earth showswisdomand
an exceptional understanding of the problemsthat each
speciesfaces. Themorewelearn about the creation, the
more we understand the wisdom and creative nature of
God. We can know thereisaGod through thethingshe
has made (Romans 1:19-20).

From Does God Exist?
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GilantsIn Our Life

By David Del_ong

Weread of some giantsthat weredain by David and
hismenin|l Samue 21. Verses16-22 informus. "And
[ shbibenob, whichwasof the sonsof thegiant, theweight
of whose spear weighed three hundred shekelsof brass
inweight, he being girded with anew sword, thought to
havedan David. But Abishai theson of Zeruiah succoured
him, and smotethe Philistine, and killed him. Thenthe
men of David sware unto him, saying, Thou shat gono
more out with usto battle, that thou quench not thelight
of Israel. And it cameto pass after this, that there was
again abattlewith the Philistinesat Gob: then Sibbechai
the Hushathite dew Saph, which was of the sonsof the
giant. And therewasagain abattlein Gob with the Phi-
listines, where Elhanan the son of Jaareoregim, a
Bethlehemite, dew thebrother of Goliaththe Gittite, the
staff of whose spear was like aweaver’s beam. And
therewasyet abattlein Gath, wherewasaman of great
stature, that had on every hand six fingers, and on every
foot six toes, four and twenty in number; and healsowas
borntothegiant. Andwhen hedefied Isragl, Jonathan
the son of Shimeah thebrother of David dew him. These
four werebornto thegiant in Gath, and fell by the hand
of David, and by the hand of hisservants."

Sometimesthere are giantsin our life that must be
destroyed aswell. Wearegoing to ook at five of them.
Satanisthefather of thesegiants. Thefirst giant that we
will consider isFear. All of the giantsthat wewill con-
sider attack us when we are weak. But Fear seemsto
especially attack uswhen we areweak. Fear incapaci-
tatesusso that can't do thework of the Lord effectively.
If wecanjust remember that aslong aswefear (respect)
theLord, we have nothing el seto fear. Jesusalwaysen-
couraged Hisdiscipleswith words such as"be of good

The second giant that will attack usisTemptation. Itis
interesting that the Scripturestell ustofight thisgiant by
retreating away fromit. Wereadin| Corinthians 10:13:
"There hath no temptation taken you but such asiscom-
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mon to man; but God isfaithful, whowill not suffer youto
betempted abovethat yeareable; but will withthetemp-
tation also make away to escape, that ye may be ableto
bear it."

James 1:12 says: "Blessed isthe man that endureth
temptation: for when heistried, heshdl recaivethecrown
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love
hm"

Thethird giant isAnger. Sometimesthe Scripturesuses
the word wrath for anger. We learn in James 1:19-20:
"Wherefore, my bel oved brethren, | et every man be swift
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of
man worketh not therighteousnessof God."

Anger can beavery intimidating foe. It spitsvenom
and hateat our very soul. Theway to fight anger when it
attacksusisby our using kind words. Proverbs 15:1in-
structsus: " A soft answer turneth away wrath: but griev-
ouswordsstir up anger."

Thefourth giant isDoubt. Doubt isabrother to Fear.
Doubt will make usto not trust God or HisWord. Doubt
underminesthework of God. When Jesuscameinto His
own country, the Bibletdlsus, He could not do very many
mighty works. Weread in Matthew 13:57-58: "And they
wereoffended in him. But Jesussaid unto them, A prophet
isnot without honour, savein hisown country, andin his
own house. And hedid not many mighty worksthere be-
causeof their unbelief.”

Thelast giant that wewill consider is Discouragement.
Itisasoabrother to Fear and Doubt. Many saintshave
given up their walk with the Lord because of thisgiant.
TheLordtelsusto bean encouragement to our brothers
andsstersin Christ. Prayer and Biblestudy will keep this
giant at bay.

Thegiantsin our lifeare nolessdaunting than those
faced by David and hismen. But just asthe L ord helped
themto defeat their Philistinegiants, soHewill helpusto
overcomeour giantsaswell.
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HATE CRIMESINAMERICA

We here in America lately have heard about hate
crimeswhich areincreasing in our country. Just exactly
what isahate crime. Thefollowing are some excerpts
fromanarticlewhichgppeared ontheinternet. Itisentitled
Critical AnalysisOf HateCrimeln The U.S:

Withinthelast 10 years, hate crimes based upon sexua
orientation haveincreased by 30 percent, around 1300
crimes per year, with many moreincidents around the
United States unreported. Hate crime must be defined
by Federa statute and thegovernment afforded the power
to enforce sanctionsagaingt violatorsto insure the safety
of theAmerican public. Hatecrimeand hate speechthrive
withinour country, and can go unnoticed duetoinsufficient
coveragefromthemediaandlack of publicinterest. Hate
continuesto ravage our citieseverywhere, eveninour
own backyard. 1n 2010 aone, therewerenearly 10 hate
crimesin New Bern, North Caroling, themgjority of them
violentinnature. Inorder toinsurethesafety of dl citizens,
hate crime must be defined by federal law. Until then,
Americanracistsand psychopathswill continueto harm
communities

AccordingtotheFBI, ahatecrimeis*“atraditiond offense
likemurder, arson or vandalism with an added element of
bias. Another possibledefinition for ahate crimefrom
theAnti Defamation Leagueis”acrimind offenseagainst
aperson or property motivatedinwholeor in part by an
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offender’shiasagainst arace, religion, disability, ethnic
origin, or sexua orientation.” Eventhough thereisa
definition from the FBI, hate crimes merit no federal
classfication, and areleft uptoloca governancebranches
todeliberate. To makemattersworse, out of threelevels
of hate crime, two levelsmerit attention from ahigher
court, whilethelast garners statistic collection and local
adjudication. Thisisowingtothefirst two categoriesbeing
classfied asviolent or extremely mdicious, whilethethird
isusudly anonviolent or minor offense. Another category,
verbal hate, isnot considered ahate crime, asthe First
Amendment protectsit under freedom of speech.

Hate crimes carry severd negative consequencesthat go
beyond theimmediatecrime. Oneof thefirst and foremost
issueswith hate crimeisthe psychological issuesit can
generate from victims. According to the American
Psychological Association’s Officeof Minority Affairs,
victims of violent or nonviolent bias crimes are more
susceptibleto stress-inducing conditions as victims of
normal crimes. One major condition is Post-traumatic
stressdisorder, (PTSD) inwhichvictimsreliveaviolent
or severely disturbing occurrenceintheir lives. PTSD
not only causesextremedistress, but a so disturbancesin
thecircadian rhythm, irritability, anxiety, and difficulty
concentrating. Victimswho haveexperienced hatecrimes
asotend to dienate themsalvesfrom socia contact, and
cannot keep healthy relationshipswith oneancther. The
lossof relationshipisoneof themany problemswith PTSD,
including substance abuse, violent behavior, severe
headaches, gastrointestingl issuessuch asstomach ulcers,
andinsomnia
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Inastudy by American Behaviord Scientists, many victims
of hatecrimesreported feding unsafe. Thegroup of biased
crimevictimsaso reported they felt greater and adverse
psychological effectsafter their occurrence, morethan
that of aregular crimevictim. 59% of biased crimevictims
reported feeling unsafe after the events of their attack,
while46% of nonbiased crimevictimsreported fegling
unsafe. (Hatecrimevictimsattested they wereafraid due
tothelikelihood of arepeat occurrenceinthenear future.)
Alongwiththis, 77% of biased crimevictimsinthe study
were paying more atentionto their behavior, even going
out of their way to avoid areasin thecommunity that are
known to contain future offenders.

Ashateis passed on through generations, people have
begun to grow worried of an outbreak of violence unable
to becontrolled. If outbreakswereto occur then crowds
of offenderswould surface, and crowdsoften lead tomob
mentality. Hateisto betakenwidely, and can send out
rippling effectswithin communitiesand eventheworld.

Hate crimes negatively affect local economies. An
exampleistourism. Hatecrimesspread fear, andfearisa
limiting factor in our psyches. Peoplewho areAfricans
may not find an attractive spot to visit, and could choose
an alternate location to visit out of fear of biascrimes.
For example, over thelast decade Sesttle hasexperienced
awidearray of violent hate crimes, including someagainst
tourists, driving residentsto take action. Becauselocal
redl estatevaueswere plummeting and thetourist industry
made up a significant portion of the local economy,
senatorswereforced to enact ahate crimenbill that was
combined with another regarding tourism. Commercia
interactionsare what drive our economy, reducing them
would makethe economy beginto decline.

Thetown of Shepherdsville, Kentucky experienced a
seriesof biascrimes, whichledtotheclosureof abusness
and the departure of acitizenfromthetown. Owned by
anlragi-immigrant, the business Jacob’s Smoke Shop was
closed due to property destruction from a hate crime.
Xenophobic messages such as “Hate Arab’ and “Go
Home” werefound spray-painted to thewallsand tothe
floors. Not taking any chances, the man registered
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paperwork with the Kentucky secretary of stateto close
thebusiness. Whentakingtoreporters, heeven clamed,
“Hefeared for hislifeand wasreturningto Irag.” Hate
crimecantarget businessesthat aid inthelocal and nationa
economy, and can easily dent the economy itself by
targeting specific businesses.

Even though there have been breakthroughs with
legidation regarding hate crimes, there has been almost
no effort to definehatecrimeon afedera level. Currently,
hate crime and hate speech areregul ated and deliberated
onafederd level, withmost statescreating their own laws.
For example, the state of Wisconsin upholds statutesthat
punish hate crimesfurther, such aslonger jail sentences,
while Nebraskasimply leaves a hate crime offender’s
sentenceasis. Inother words, Wisconsinislesslenient
on hate crime sentencing than other states. Depending
whereonelives, hate crimelawstendto differ, and their
definition asof right now isnot setinstone. Defining hate
crimewould do afew beneficial thingsfor the United
States. First, itwould aidinthecollection of statistics.
According to a study done by the University of
Pennsylvania, dmost 37% of violent and non-violent hate
crimesgo unreported every year. With the definition of
hate crimes, victimswould beableto report offenseswith
the peace of mind that they would not be harmed futher.
Withthe collection of Satistics, it would beeasier totarget
hate groups and alienate them from society. Datataken
will beused to aid in the prosecution of hate groupsand
will ultimately lead to abetter lifestylewithinthe United
Statesasawhole.

Comment

Let usnot jointheforcesof thehatethat isintheworld.
To harbor along enduring hatein our heart killsusboth
physical and spiritually. Just let hate go! We should
remember thewordsin Gaatians5:19-21"Now theworks
of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies,Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and suchlike: of thewhich | tell you before, as
| haveasotold youintimepast, that they which do such
thingsshall not inherit thekingdom of God."
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BIBLE

Question: Pleaseciteafew versesthat haveto dowith
brotherly love.

Answer: “ Anew commandment | give unto you, That
ye love one another; as| have loved you, that ye also
love one another. By this shall all men know that ye
aremy disciples, if ye havelove oneto another” (John
13:34-35).

“Let love bewithout dissimulation. Abhor that which
isevil; cleavetothat whichisgood. Bekindly affectioned
oneto another with brotherly love; inhonour preferring
oneanother” (Romans12:9-10).

“But astouching brotherly loveyeneed not that | write
unto you: for yeyoursavesaretaught of Godtoloveone
another” (I Thessalonians4:9).

“Let brotherly love continue” (Hebrews 13:1).

“Seaing ye have purified your soulsin obeying thetruth
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that yelove one another with apure heart fervently” (I
Peter 1:22).

Question: Isheding apart of redemption?

Answer: Anyonewho ever readsthe account of Jesus
personal life and ministry would have to be greatly
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impressed with theamount of hedingHedid. Thishedling
was not merely agenera beneficent effect but specific
instanceswhere peoplewere desperately sick in body.
Timeafter time JesusspoketheWord of Hedling. Lepers
were healed, Blind eyeswere opened. Demoniacswere
relieved. Deaf earsweremadeto hear. Crippleswere
restored to normalcy. Evendead peoplewereraised up
to life. In afew instances Jesus spoke the word of
forgivenessto theguilty but moreoften, accordingtothe
record, it wasfaith that madethemwell again.

And JesusHimself promised that Hisfollowerswould
convey Hispower upon otherswho wereill. Hereis
what He said: “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
believeth on me, theworksthat | do shall he do also;
and greater worksthan these shall he do; becausel go
untomy Father. Andwhatsoever yeshdl askinmy name,
that will | do, that the Father may beglorified in the Son.
If yeshall ask any thinginmy name, | will doit” (John
14:12-14). Now that is a sweeping promise. Some
deny thetruth of healing but Jesusclearly promiseditto
Hisfollowers.

ThePhysical and Spiritual Together

Thephysca andthe spiritua haveadwaysgonetogether.
All throughout the Biblewefindit so. ThePsalmistwrote:
“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his
benefits: Who forgiveth al thineiniquities; who healeth
all thy diseases’ (Psalm 103:2-3). Forgiveness and
healing go together because God lovesand restoresthe
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whole person.

Jesus linked these together also. For instance, in
Capernaum four men carrying aparayzed man could not
get to Jesus because of thelargecrowd. They lowered
the paralytic down through theroof. “When Jesus saw
their faith, hesaid unto thesick of the pa sy, Son, thy sins
beforgiventhee”... When Hisenemiesaccused Jesus of
blasphemy, Hethen said totheparalytic, “ | say untothee,
Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine
house” (Mark 2:5,11). Now Jesusdid not alwayslink
forgivenesswith heding. InHisdivinewisdom, Heknew
when theword of forgivenesswas heeded. He adopted
asHisownthedivinecommissongiventheProphet Isaiah
which He read from the Scroll in the synagogue at
Nazareth. Pleaseread Luke4:16-19. Itincluded both
physical and spiritual healing. And then He sent His
followers out to preach, to “Heal the sick, cleansethe
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8). And whenthey
returnedto Him, they wereregoicing that thosevery things
weredone. Later, after thecrucifixionandtheresurrection,
He gave them the promisethat their ministry would be
attended by healing and other miracles. Readitinfull in
Mark 16:15-18.

Numerous|nstancesof Healing

Andthat wasfulfilled asweread inActsof theApostles.
Thereit recordsnumerousingancesof heding—thecripple
at thegate of thetemplefor instance—insomuch that the
wholepopulouswasaroused. Theministry of theApostle
Paul wasattended by healing and that of the other apostles
aswell. Intheapostolic timesthe church certainly had
the*“ giftsof the Spirit.” They werewell organized and
among them was the gifts of healing. “And there are
diversitiesof operations, but it isthe same God which
workethal inall...For tooneisgiven by the Spirit the
word of wisdom; to another theword of knowledge by
the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to
another thegiftsof healing by the same Spirit; To another
theworking of miracles; to another prophecy; to another
discerning of spirits; to another diverskind of tongues: to
another theinterpretation of tongues, But all theseworketh
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that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severaly ashewill” (I Corinthians 12:6-11). Thesegifts
werefor the equipping of the people of God, to carry on
theministry of the Gospel. Included among themwasthe
gift of heding.

Accounts of the Church acrossthe yearsthat followed
show that divine healing was practiced among the people
of God. Thenoted leadersof the Church of that timel eft
the account in their writings. Itiseven sotoday. The
history of the Church of God contains many, many
accountsof physica heding. Therearesomany testimonies
concerning thiswonderful gift to beused.

Healing IsaPart of Redemption

Divine hedling is a definite part of Jesus work of
redemption. Jesus ministered to both the sick and the
healthy people. You cannot separate aperson’sspiritual
needsfrom hisphysica needs. Any doctor will tell you
that the holistics of today are adefinitework of ahigher
power, (God and Jesus). The body needsto be healthy
on body, mind and spirit. They al affect each other. Many
spiritual illnesses are passed on to the body. We also
know how difficult itisto have agood outlook onlife
when our bodiesareweary or ill.

We surely know by thistime how important itisinthe
work of the Body of Christ, and to minister to the needs
of every member. How canwe separatethesewhen they
aredl part of one’sperson and life? Hereisan account
fromtheHoly Word whichwill bear out thispoint. “And
when Jesuswascomeinto Peter'shouse, hesaw hiswife's
mother laid, and sick of afever. And he touched her
hand, and thefever |eft her: and shearose, and ministered
unto them. When the evening was come, they brought
unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he
cast out the spiritswith hisword, and healed dl that were
sck: That it might befulfilled whichwasspoken by Esaias
the prophet, saying, Himsdlf took our infirmities, and bare
our sicknesses’ (Matthew 8:14-17). That prophecy from
Isaiah 53was in direct reference to the coming of the
Mess ahwhowouldfulfill God'sredemption--Jesuscame
to savesinners, and He cameto savethem all over the
world.
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Healing—A Work of Love

Jesus healed people because He loved them. He had
compassiononthem. You may say, “If | am not healed,
does Jesus not loveme?’ No! Jesusloves everyone.
But there are someinexplicable circumstances, we do
not know or understand sometimewhy thereisno hesaling.
Some peoplefed that Jesushealed in order to show that
Hewasdivine, to provethat Hewasthetrue Messiah.
But that wasonly partially true. When Johnthe Baptist
was concerned about Jesusand work, he sent messengers
to ask Jesus about the uncertainties he had, and Jesus
said: ”...Go your way, and tell John what thingsye have
seen and heard; how that theblind see, thelamewalk, the
lepersare cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead areraised, to
the poor thegospel ispreached” (Luke 7:22). That was
the evidence Jesus gaveto John. Butisthat the reason
Hedid al that healing? That isvery doubtful. It would
have been something less than the character of Jesus
demanded. Hewastempted in thewildernessover just
that sort of thing. Herefused to use Hisdivine power to
gaintheacclaim of man or to achieve any quick success.
Hetook away theway of compassionate service. That
is, without adoubt, thereal reason for His miracles of
healing. Itisreassuring to know that Hetill ismoved by
human suffering. Further, when children of God were
most completely committed to the Saviour and moved by
Hisloveintheir heartshealingshavetaken place. Thank
you, Lord, for your wonderful love!
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elters
-rom Our
Readers

Hi my nameisMyaRodriguez. | livein SanAntonio, Texas
| amtenyearsold, and | attend the Church of God 7th
Day onMonterey Street. ThisChurchiswheremy grand-
father Brother Mario Cantuisaminister.

Thereason | amwritingthisletter istotell otherswhy itis
important to meto get baptized. | got baptized becausel
needed theHoly Spirit soit could guide methrough my
life correctly. Another reason why | got baptizedisto go
to the New Jerusalem to bewith our Lord Jesus Christ
whenHereturns,

Thisworld can beredlly cruel and unforgiving, but we
haveto remember to follow God's Word. Some people
likeworldly thingsmorethan what they are supposed to
love. That'swhy we need to get baptized so that theHoly
Spirit hel psusmake better decisionsand to give comfort
tousall.

Thank you for listening to how | feel about being bap-
tized! May you have ablessed day. | hopethat thisletter
will hel p thosewho haven't been baptized consider being
baptized. So that our Lord Jesus Christ will help others
likehehelpsme.

If you have a letter or article you would
liketo contributeto The Advocate of Truth
magazine, please mail to Church of God
7th Day P.O. Box 328 Salem, West Vir-
ginia 26426.

Thank you Mya for sharing God's love.
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The Church of God 7th Day, Dallas, Texas streams live two services on both Sabbath Friday @ 7:30pm and
Sabbath morning @ 10: 15am Central Time. The Sabbath Friday evening service consists of a service com-
bined with the Young Adults group. The Young Adults group and members of the congregation bring
specials which consists of: testimonies, songs, poems or devotionals to honor our Father. After praise and
wor ship and the specials unto the Lord, a sermon by either our Young Adult Helpers or ministry follows.
Songs are sang in both English and Spanish. The Sabbath morning live service @ 10: 15am consists of the
Sabbath School Lesson, prayer petitions, and a sermon. We ask that you join usin the privilege of serving
the Lord during the Sabbath and give him all the Honor and Glory. The website is on Facebook:
churchofgod7thdaydallas click on the Like button to receive alerts.
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
JEHOSHAPHAT FASTSAND PRAY S

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles20:1-19.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles20:3.

"And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the
LORD, and proclaimed afast throughout al Judah.”

NOTE: Wearecontinuing our study of Jehoshaphat, king
of Judah. We havelearned that he sought the Lord inall
things. Heestablished courtsof justicethroughout theland,
and sent out priests (L evites) to teach the people. Now
we are going to study about hisfasting and praying to
God, and what hispurposewasindoing this.

1. Who had come against Jehoshaphat to battle? I1
Chronicles20:1.

2. Who brought amessage to him, and what was this
message about? 11 Chronicles20:2.

3. Did Jehoshaphat seek the Lord'shelp?What did he
proclaim throughout theland? 11 Chronicles20:3.

4. Did the peopl e gather with Jehoshaphat to seek the
Lord?1l Chronicles20:4.

5. What praisedid hegiveto Godinhisprayer? Read ||
Chronicles 20:5-9, and then tell some of the things he
praised God for doing for them.

6. Now what petition doesheask of God? 11 Chronicles
20:10-13.

7. Whiled| Judah stood beforethe L ord, the Spirit of the
Lord cameintotheir midst. Whom did He causeto spesk?
What was His message to the congregation and to
Jehoshaphat? 11 Chronicles20:14-17.

8. What did Jehoshaphat and all Judah do when they
herd thesewords? |l Chronicles20:18-19.
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LESSON 11

JEHOSHAPHAT OVERTHROWSTHE ENEMY
(PART 1)

Scripture Reading: 11 Chronicles20:20-26.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles20:22.

"Andwhenthey beganto sngandto praise, theLORD
set ambushmentsagai nst the children of Ammon, M oab,
and mount Seir, whichwere comeagaingt Judah; and they
weresmitten.”

NOTE: Inour last lesson, welearned that Jehoshaphat
sought the Lord by fasting and prayer when heheard a
great multitude was coming to attack Judah. TheLord
answered hisprayers, and wewill now see how theen-
emy was defeated.

1. Asthepeopleof Judah went forthinto thewilderness
of Tekoa, what did Jehoshaphat tell them to do? Il
Chronicles20:20.

2. Whomdid Jehoshaphat gppointin |1 Chronicles20:217?

3. What didthesingersdoin |l Chronicles20:22?What
happened asaresult of their singing?

4. What happened to theenemy?11 Chronicles 20:23.

5. When Judah cametoward the watch tower in thewil -
derness, what did they see? 11 Chronicles20:24.

6. What did Jehoshaphat and hispeoplefind among the
dead bodies? How long did it take them to gather the
spoil 211 Chronicles20:25.

7. What did they do on the fourth day? Il Chronicles
20:26.

ANSWERSTOHIDEAND SEEK

1. bread, Proverbs9:17 2. city, Matthew 5:14 3. treasure, Matthew
13:44 4. Moses, Exodus 2:11-12 5. Jacob, Genesis 35:4 6. talent,
Matthew 25:25 7. |leaven, Matthew 13:33 8. Jesus, John 8:59

9. kings, Joshua 10:17 10. Joash, Il Kings11:2

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON 111

JEHOSHAPHAT OVERTHROWSTHE ENEMY
(PART I1)

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles20:27-37.
Golden Text: Il Chronicles20:30.

" So therealm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for hisGod
gavehimrest round about."

NOTE: Inour last lesson, welearned how God helped
destroy the enemy when the gppointed people sang praises
toHim. They a so received richesand jewel sfrom those
who died. Wewill now study about thejoy and peacethe
people had following thevictory over their enemiesand
about sometroublethey had with awicked person.

1. Where did the people return to, and how did they
feel?11 Chronicles20:27.

2. What did the peopletake unto the house of the Lord?
[1 Chronicles20:28.

3. Wasthefear of God on all the kingdomswhen they
heard how the L ord fought against the enemy?How was
Jehoshaphat at thistime?11 Chronicles20:29-30.

4. How long did Jehoshaphat reign over Judah? Il
Chronicles20:31.

5. Did hewalk intheway of hisfather?11 Chronicles
20:32.

6. After this, withwhom did Jehoshaphat join himself?
Wasthispersonwicked or righteous?11 Chronicles20:35.

7. Why did hejoinwithAhaziah? 11 Chronicles20:36.

8. Did the Lord break up their works? Il Chronicles
20:37.

ANSWERSTOYOUFINDIT

1. Exodus20:1-17. 2. Matthew 7:12. 3. Luke 11:2-4. 4. Matthew 5-
7.5.11 Timothy 4:7. 6. Philippians4:8-9. 7. John 10:7-18. 8. Mat-
thew 28:19-20. 9. Acts 2:14-36. 10. John 14:2.
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LESSON IV
JEHORAM SUCCEEDSJEHOSHAPHAT

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles21:1-20.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles21:5.

" Jehoram wasthirty and two years old when he began
toreign, and hereigned eight yearsin Jerusdlem.”

NOTE: Wehavejust finished studying about Jehoshaphat
who wasking of Judah for twenty fiveyears. Hewasa
good king and sought theLordindl things. After hisdesth,
Jehoram, hisson, reigned in hisstead. L et us seewhether
hewasasgood aking ashisfather.

1. How many sonsdid Jehoshaphat have? 11 Chronicles
21:2.

2. What giftsdid he giveeach of hischildren? Why did
he givethekingdom of Judah to Jehoram?I1 Chronicles
21:3.

3. How old was Jehoram when he began to reign, and
what did hedoto al hisbrethren?11 Chronicles21:4-5.

4. Did Jehoram do that which was good in the sight of
theLord?Il Chronicles21.6-7.

5. What did Jehoram do to the Edomites? Did they revolt
from under his hand? What other group of peoplere-
volted?1l Chronicles21:8-10.

6. What did he causetheinhabitants of Jerusdemto do?
How did hedo this?Il Chronicles21:11.

7. What did Elijah prophesy would happento himandto
hispeople?1l Chronicles21:12-15.

8. What did the Philistines, theArabians, and the Ethio-
piansdoto Judah?1l Chronicles21:16-17.

9. TheLord smote Jehoram with anincurable disease

and he died. How long did he reign in Jerusalem? ||
Chronicles21:19-20.
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Story

ANDY WAS AFRAID
by Dorothy Walter

Oneday Mother told Ross, Andy'solder brother, that
she and Daddy were going to have to make abusiness
triptothecity.

"Wewill begonefor two days. Do you think you and
Andy will bedl right hereuntil we come home?"

"Sure," saild Ross. "Welll get dongfine" Heturned to
Andy. "Well play wereonacamping tripwhilethefolks
aregone.”

Andy had never gone on acamping trip. Hewasn't
surewhether hewanted to try one or not.

"ltwill befun,” said Ross.

"Who will cook our dinner?' Andy asked.

"l will," said Ross. "You never saw suchfinestew asl
canmake. Last year at summer camp | learnedto makea
lot of thingslike stew and camp biscuitsand pancakes.”
Hegrinned at Andy. "You can help me, and we'll make
outfine"

Mother hurried around and got thingsready for the
trip. Andy didn't think too much about it until he saw
Mother and Daddy driveaway inthe car. Then hebegan
to think about the big, empty housewith nooneinit but
Ross and himself. Then he thought about M other and
Daddy being goneadll night.

Asit got later and later, Andy began to feel worse
and worse. The more he thought about the night coming,
themore unhappy hefelt. Hebeganto cry.

"Why, Andy", Rosssaid, "What'sthe matter?Areyou
lonesome?"

Andy shook hishead. Then henodded. Hedid miss
Mother and Daddy. Hedidn't want Rossto know that he
wasafraidto stay alone. Hewasafraid of thedark. Even
when M other and Daddy were home, hewas sometimes
afraidif they weretoo far away from himinthe house.
Now he and Rosswould be all alone. He cried harder
and harder.

"They'll begoneonly twodays,” said Ross. "They'll
be home beforeweknow it." Ross patted Andy on the
shoulder. "Comeone, let'sgo make somewafflesfor sup-
per. That ought to keep usbusy for awhile."

Ross had never made waffles, but hefollowed the
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recipein Mother'scookbook, and the wafflesturned out
quitegood. But Andy didn't enjoy thewafflesvery much.
Hisfear madeabiglumpinthisthroat, sothat it seemed
that hisfood couldn't go downvery well.

After supper they washed thedishes. Thenthey fed
Noodles, their dog, and put him to bed for the night.

"l want Noodlesto stay inthehouse,” Andy said.

Then Rossunderstood.” Areyou afraid?" he asked.

Andy nodded. "I don't likethedark. | can't ssewhere
thingsare. | can't seewhat'sthere.”

"l remember when| waslittle," said Ross. "l wasafraid
of thedark, too. Mom alwayshadtoleavealightonin
my room."

"Youwereafraid?' Andy asked. Hehad never thought
about hisbig brother being afraid of anything.

"Sure," said Ross. "Most children are afraid some-
times”

"Areyou afraid now?' Andy asked.

"No," said Ross. "You see, God iswith useventhough
Mom and Dad aren't . He can take care of useven better
than they can. Sowhat isthereto be afraid of 7

"Butit'ssodark,” answered Andy.

Ross put hisarm around Andy. "When Mom found
out that | wasafraid shetold meto pretend that the night
wasalovely, soft, dark blanket that covered up theworld
a night solittleanimalsandlittleboysand girlscould go
to sleep. It would be hard to sleep with the sun shining.
God madethelovely night blanket so we could haveit
dark for deeping.”

Andy thought about that. "We'd get redlly tired with-
out our good sleep, wouldn't we?' hesaid.

Ross nodded. "God knows what is best for us. He
knowswe need sleep and rest so Hemakesit easier for
ustodeep.” Hesmiled at Andy. "Would youliketo deep
with metonight?' Heasked. "It might befunto stay to-
gether." He reached for the Bible. "We ought to have
worshipfirst," hesaid asheopenedtheBible."There'sa
versel likethat awayshdpsmewhen I'mafraid of some-
thing. It goessomething likethis,"What timel am afraid, |
will betrusting Thee'."

"l will trustin Thee," saild Andy softly. "That'sagood
thingtodo, isn'tit?" Thinking about theverseand sayingit
would hel p him not to be afraid any more.
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Games and Puzzles

HIDE AND SEEK

Hideand Seek hasbeen afavoritegamefor ages. Weare
fascinated with whatever ishidden. Canyou "find" the
things or peoplewho are hiding in the blank spaces be-
low?

1. "Stolen water is sweet, and eatenin secretis

pleasant.”

2."A set onahill cannot be hid.”

3. "Thekingdom of heavenislike hiddenina
fidd"

4. dew the Egyptian and hid himinthe sand.

5. hid earrings under an oak near Shechem.

6. "l wasafraid, and | went and hid your inthe
ground.”

7. "The kingdom of heaven is like which a
woman...hid."

8. "But hid himself, and went out of thetemple.”

9. Joshuawastoldthat five had been found hid-
deninacave.

10. Jehoshebatook theking'sson, and hid him.

LET USREMEMBER
1. God said that His people should hear HisWord.
2. God said that His peopl e should obey HisWord.
3. Whenwe pray to God He hel psusto obey Him.

4. God caresfor girlsand boystoday just ashe cared
for the peoplelong ago.
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YOUFINDIT
Wherearethefollowing found?
1. TheTen Commandments.
2. TheGoldenRule,
3. Themodel prayer.
4. The Sermon onthe Mount.
5."I havefought agoodfight..."

6. "Whatsoever thingsaretrue, whatsoever thingsare
hone<..."

7. The parable of the good shepherd.

8. The Great Commission.

9. Peter'ssermon at Pentecost.

10."Inmy Father'shouse aremany mansions..."

NAME THE THREE
Unscramblethelettersto find the correct names.

1. Forefathersof |sradl:
MRABHAA, CASIA,ABCJO
2. Sons of Noah
ESHM,AHM, THAJHEP
3. Sonsof Adam
ICAN, BLEA, THES
4. Disciplesinthe Garden
TEERP, SIMEA, HOJO
5. Friendsof Danidl
RHASHCAD, CHAMSHE, BANGODEE
6. Kingsof Isragl
LSUA, VAIDD, NOOSOML
7. QueensintheBible
REHTSE, LAIHAHAT, QUEEN OF EABSH
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TEN SIMPLE LAWS

Have you ever tried to imagine
A world with no sickness or pain?
Where crops all grow in abundance
Needing neither the sunshine or rain?

Thisworld is entirely possible,
This world that will be without flaw;
It will be coming very soon now,

A world that isruled by God's law.

There will be no other god before us,
No idols of wood, clay or gold;
There will be only peace and plenty
Of which the half has never been told.

The law will be based on mercy,
God's name never spoken in vain;
Everyone will honor the Sabbath,

And sin will no longer reign.

Our fathersand mothersare cared for,
Thereis never a thought about kill;
Adultery has vanished forever,
And no one is tempted to steal.

No oneis bearing false witness,
Or to covet what other folks own;
We have now inherited the Kingdom,
God's children have finally come home.

Betty Whetstone
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